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Public  Law  601,  79th  Congress 


The  legislation  under  which  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American 
Activities  operates  is  Pubhc  Law  601,  79th  Congress  [1946];  60  Stat. 
812,  which  provides: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  *  *  * 

PART  2— RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Rule  X 

SBC.  121.   STANDING  COMMITTEES 


17.  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities,  to  consist  of  nine  Members. 
Rule  XI 

POWEBS  AND  DUTIES  OF  COMMITTEES 


(q)  (1)  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities. 
(A)  Un-American  activities. 

(2)  The  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities,  as  a  whole  or  by  subcom- 
mittee, is  authorized  to  make  from  time  to  time  investigations  of  (i)  the  extent, 
character,  and  objects  of  un-American  propaganda  activities  in  the  United  States, 

(ii)  the  diffusion  within  the  United  States  of  subversive  and  un-American  propa- 
ganda that  is  instigated  from  foreign  countries  or  of  a  domestic  origin  and  attacks 
the  principle  of  the  form  of  government  as  guaranteed  by  our  Constitution,  and 

(iii)  all  other  questions  in  relation  thereto  that  would  aid  Congress  in  any  necessary 
remedial  legislation. 

The  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities  shall  report  to  the  House  (or  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  if  the  House  is  not  in  session)  the  results  of  any  such  investi- 
gation, together  with  such  recommendations  as  it  deems  advisable. 

For  the  purpose  of  any  such  investigation,  the  Committee  on  Un-American 
Activities,  or  any  subcommittee  thereof,  is  authorized  to  sit  and  act  at  such 
times  and  places  within  the  United  States,  whether  or  not  the  House  is  sitting, 
has  recessed,  or  has  adjourned,  to  hold  such  hearings,  to  require  the  attendance 
of  such  witnesses  and  the  production  of  such  books,  papers,  and  documents,  and 
to  take  such  testimony,  as  it  deems  necessary.  Subpenas  may  be  issued  under 
the  signature  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  or  any  subcommittee,  or  by  any 
member  designated  by  any  such  chairman,  and  may  be  served  by  any  person 
designated  by  any  such  chairman  or  member. 

****•♦♦ 
Rule  XII 

LEGISLATIVE  OVERSIGHT  BY  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Sec.  136.  To  assist  the  Congress  in  appraising  the  administration  of  the  laws 
and  in  developing  such  amendments  or  related  legislation  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary, each  standing  committee  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  exercise  continuous  watchfulness  of  the  execution  by  the  administrative 
agencies  concerned  of  any  laws,  the  subject  matter  of  which  is  within  the  juris- 
diction of  such  committee;  and,  for  that  purpose,  shall  study  all  pertinent  reports 
and  data  submitted  to  the  Congress  by  the  agencies  in  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Government. 


V 


RULES  ADOPTED  BY  THE  86TH  CONGRESS 
House  Resolution  7,  January  7,  1959 

Rule  X 

BTANDINO  COMMITTEES 

1.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the  House,  at  the  commencement  of  each  Congress, 
(q)  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities,  to  consist  of  nine  Members. 
Rule  XI 

POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  COMMITTEES 

18.  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities. 

(a)  Un-American  activities. 

(b)  The  Committee  on  Un-.\merican  Activities,  aa  a  whole  or  by  suboom- 
mittee,  is  authorized  to  make  from  time  to  time  investigations  of  (1)  the  extent, 
character,  and  objects  of  un-.\merican  propaganda  activities  in  the  United  States, 

(2)  the  diffusion  within  the  United  States  of  subversive  and  un-American  propa- 
ganda that  is  instigated  from  foreign  countries  or  of  a  domestic  origin  and  attacks 
the  principle  of  the  form  of  government  as  guaranteed  by  our  Constitution,  and 

(3)  all  other  questions  in  relation  thereto  that  would  aid  Congress  in  any  necessary 
remedial  legislation. 

The  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities  shall  report  to  the  House  (or  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  if  the  House  is  not  in  session)  the  results  of  any  such  investi- 
gation, together  with  such  recommendations  as  it  deems  advisable. 

For  the  purpose  of  any  such  investigation,  the  Committee  on  Un-American 
Activities,  or  any  subcommittee  thereof,  is  authorized  to  sit  and  act  at  such 
times  and  places  within  the  United  States,  whether  or  not  the  House  is  sitting, 
has  recessed,  or  has  adjourned,  to  hold  such  hearings,  to  require  the  attendance 
of  such  witnesses  and  the  production  of  such  books,  papers,  and  documents,  and 
to  take  such  testimony,  as  it  deenis  necessary.  Subpenas  may  be  issued  under 
the  signature  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  or  any  subcommittee,  or  by  any 
member  designated  by  any  such  chairman,  and  may  be  served  by  any  person 
designated  by  any  such  chairman  or  member. 

26.  To  assist  the  House  in  appraising  the  administration  of  the  laws  and  in 
developing  such  amendments  or  related  legislation  as  it  may  deem  necessary, 
each  standing  committee  of  the  House  shall  e.xercise  continuous  watchfulness  of 
the  execution  by  the  administrative  agencies  concerned  of  any  laws,  the  subject 
matter  of  which  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  committee;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose, shall  study  all  pertinent  reports  and  data  submitted  to  the  House  by  the 
agencies  in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  1 


I£T  US  SET  OUR  SIGHTS  TO  THE  FUTURE 
By:  Gu3  Hall 

(Keynote  speech  to  the  17th  National  Convention,  Communist  P^rty 
of  the  U.S.A.,  December  10,  1959.) 


I.    A  HEW  ERA  IN  THE  FIGHT  FOR  PEACE 


These  are  turbulent  times.  V/e  are  living  in  a  period  nhen  events  move  with 
great  speed—when  decades  are  at  times  telescoped  into  weeks.  Nor  is  the  turbulence 
merely  on  the  surface  of  things.  The  movement  of  events  today  is  profoundly  reshap- 
ing the  world.  It  is  basically  altering  the  relationship  of  forces  and  is  creating 
a  constant  succession  of  new,  unprecedented  situations.  And  the  pace  of  these 
changes  grows  faster  as  time  goes  on. 

It  is  in  the  midst  of  these  developnients  that  our  17th  Convention  meets. 
During  the  next  four  days  we  will  undertake,  dispassionately  and  realistically,  to 
appraise  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  world  and  in  our  own  country,  and  to  chart  our 
course  for  the  momentous  period  which  lies  ahead  of  us.    This  is  a  difficult  task, 
but  it  is  also  an  exciting  and  enthusing  task — and  a  rewarding  one. 

TWO  CONVENTIONS 

The  scope  and  speed  of  events  is  dramatized  with  special  force  by  the  con- 
trast between  the  atmosphere,  surrounding  circumstances  and  outlook  of  this  con- 
vention and  the  corresponding  features  of  the  16th  Convention.  That  convention  took 
place  in  the  midst  of  confusion  and  bewilderment  resulting  from  the  revelations  of 
the  20th  Congress  of  the  CPSU  concerning  the  weaknesses  and  mistakes  of  the  Stalin 
era.  It  took  place  amid  the  disorientation  and  questioning  created  by  the  Polish 
and  Hungarian  revolts. 

That  was  a  period  when  world  tensions  were  on  the  upgrade,  and  when  the 
Dulles  policies  of  "brinkmanship"  and  "massive  retaliation"  were  in  the  ascendency. 
It  was  tbe  period  of  the  Suez  invasion. 

It  was  a  tine  when  the  Ifarty  was  in  the  depths  of  a  crisis  in  which  its  very 
life  or  death  was  a  subject  of  intense  debate.    It  was  a  time  of  the  gathering  of 
the  ri^t  opportunist  and  Uquidationist  forces  for  their  assault  on  the  Party,  an 
assault  reflecting  the  world-wide    revisionist  swing  which  developed  under  the 
pressures  of  bourgeois  ideology  and  as  a  reaction  to  the  "Left"  sectarian,  dogmatic 
practices  of  the  past. 

Finally,  the  convention  took  place  when  the  Party  was  just  emerging  from  the 
disruption  created  by  the  attacks  on  it  under  the  Smith  Act  and  other  repressive 
neasures  of  the  period  when  McCarthyism  was  at  its  heists. 

looking  back  on  the  situation  of  those  days,  it  must  be  said  that  the  I6th 
Convention,  in  spite  of  all  its  weaknesses,  was  a  positive  achievement. 

Ihat  convention  had  before  it  two  central  problems i    1)  Whether  or  not  thera 
was  a  place  for  a  Communist  Party  in  the  U.S.,  and;  2)  whether  such  a  Party,  under 
American  conditions,  could  be  a  Marxist-Leninist  Arty.    Despite  the  difficulties  of 
that  period,  the  struggle  and  the  resolutions  gave  affirmative  answers  to  those 
questions  and  laid  the  basis  for  the  re-consolidation  of  our  Party.  Those  struggles 
were  neccessary,  and  they  prepared  the  Party  to  meet  today's  tasks. 

Is  is  true  in  all  phenomena,  the  elements  of  change — of  the  new — were  then 
already  discernable.    The  McCarthyite  hysteria  had  already  begun  to  subside.  The 
Supreme  Court  decision  had  opened  the  doors  to  a  new  stage  of  the  school  desegregation 
fl^t.    The  peace  movement  was  beginning  to  move  forward,  with  the  development  of  the 
campaign  against  nuclear  tests.    And  the  painful  reexamination  and  correction  of  the 
20th  Congress  contined  Trlthin  themselves  the  seeds  of  a  new  clarity  and  cleansing,  and 
of  a  new  upsurge  of  the  world  Marxist-Leninist  movement,    ill  these  developnents, 
however,,  were  then  present  in  embryo  or  in  their  initial  stages. 

How  radically  and  unalterably  different  are  the  circumstances  in  which  our 
17th  Convention  meetsi    Our  Party  enters  this  convention  victorious  over  the  elements 
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of  liquidatiotiism  and  revisionism,  and  having  in  the  main  eradicated  their  twin 
evils — "Left"  sectarianism  and  dogmatism. 

This  is  a  convention  which  ends  all  holding  operations  and  set  our  sights 
to  the  future.    It  is  a  convention  of  advance,  of  progress.    This  is  the  first  con- 
vention to  take  place  in  the  era  when  the  socialist  forces  of  the  world  have 
attained  dominance,  and  when  the  world  peace  forces,  for  the  first  tijpe  in  history, 
are  the  most  powerful  voice  and  movement  on  the  world  scene.    This  convention  U 
being  held  at  a  time  when  the  portals  of  opportunity  have  been  opened  to  a  new  era 
of  mankind,  free  of  the  scourge  of  war. 

And  it  is  being  held  at  a  time  when  the  decline  in  our  own  ranks  has  been 
halted,  when  the  morale  and  fighting  spirit  of  our  membership  is  on  the  upgrade, 
reflecting  these  new  developments  in  the  world.    The  factionalism  which  caused  such 
tremendous  damage  and  threatened  the  very  existence  of  the  Party  has  been  defeated, 
though  remnants  of  it  still  exist. 

In  view  of  all  this,  the  goals  and  aims  of  this  convention  must  bo  far 
hi^er,  far  in  advance  of  those  of  the  l6th  Convention.    The  heart  of  the  l6th 
Convention  was  the  struggle  against  those  who  maintained  that  there  was  no  place  for 
a  Communist  Party.    Today  this  question  does  not  even  exist.    Rather  the  central 
question  of  this  convention  Isi    Bhat  is  the  role  of  the  Party  in  this  entirely  new 
situation?    How  can  it  now  move  out  into  the  broad  stream  of  the  peoples  movement; 
how  can  it  break  the  bonds  of  its  isolation  and  become  more  and  more  effectively  a 
factor  in  the  life  of  our  nation— in  the  growing  movement  for  peace,  in  the  struggle 
of  the  workers,  the  Negro  people,  the  youth  and  other  sections  of  the  people. 


Dialectics  teaches  us  that  everything  is  in  a  process  of  endless  change,  a 
process  in  which  there  is  a  constant  conflict  between  the  old  and  the  new.  is 
Marxists,  as  fighters  for  progress,  ne  therefore  at  all  times  seek  out  what  is  new. 

But  not  everything  that  is  new  is  important.    Hence  we  have  to  sin(;l«  out 
that  wnich  is  not  only  new  but  significant—that  which  indicates  the  future  direction 
of  development.    To  do  that,  we  must  thoroughly  study  the  history  of  the  developnent 
of  the  new  and  its  emergence  from  the  past. 

Wa  must  ever  be  on  the  alert  for  the  signs  of  the  new,  but  at  the  same  time 
we  must  not  make  the  mistake  of  acting  as  if  it  were  already  here  full-blown.  When 
we  see  the  first  green  shoots  of  grass,  we  do  not  say,  "Let's  make  hay."  Instead, 
we  do  what  is  necessary  to  bring  it  to  the  point  where  it  is  full-grown.    Then,  when 
the  sun  shines,  we  are  ready  to  make  hay. 

It  is  in  such  a  light  that  we  should  examine  what  is  new  in  the  world  of  to- 
day.   And  there  is  plenty.    This  is  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  the  life  of  our 
Party.    And  we  must  not  only  see  but  must  clearly  define 

These  were  born  and  matured  in  the  era  that  is  ended—the  era  to  which  Henry 
Luce  gave  the  name  "The  American  Centuiy."    That  was  the  era  of  the  unquestioned 
dominance  of  the  American  monopolies  in  the  capitalist  world,  of  continuous  expansion 
and  growth  with  apparently  no  serious  challenge  from  any  source.    It  was  an  era  in 
which  American  capitalism  reached  unprecedented  heights,  in  which  the  rest  of  the 
capitalist  world,  prostrated  by  the  war,  lay  at  the  feet  of  American  big  business. 
It  was  the  era  of  "positions  of  strength,"  of  dictation  to  other  countries  and 
infringament  on  their  sovereignty. 

It  was  an  era  that  produced  such  bombastic,  arrogant  "carrot  and  club" 
policies  as  "contauiment"  and  "roUback"  of  the  socialist  world,  and  of  trade  embar- 
goes intended  to  strangle  its  economic  development.    It  was  an  era  when  American 
military  bases  mushroomed  all  ever  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  when  the  coffers  of  the 
American  trusts  were  swelled  with  the  profits  extracted  from  the  peoples  of  I«tin 
Snressiv^  "^eric.n  Century"  seemed  quite  real  and 
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America  which  is  succeeding  it. 
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Let  us  now  take  a  closer  look  at  the  new  and  developing.    First  ire  must 
look  at  the  position  our  nation  occupies  in  the  world. 

The  outstanding  world  flienomenon  of  taday  is  the  fact  that  the  balance  of 
strength  is  tipping  decidely  in  the  direction  of  the  socialist  world.    This  is  a 
development  of  profound  importance  to  every  capitalist  country,  but  its  impact  on 
the  leading  capitalist  stronghold,  the  bastion  of  world  capitallsnr,  is  a  virtually 
explosive  one.- 

Ihe  roots  of  these  new  relationships  lie  in  the  emergence  after  World  War 
II  of  not  one  but  a  ctoud  of  socialist  countries—a  socialist  sector  of  the  world 
embracing  fully  one-third  of  its  people.  These  countries,  bursting  onto  the  scene 
of  history,  have  undergone  a  meteoric  groirth,  and  are  today  moving  at  a  terrific 
pace  in  their  industrial,  scientific,  social  and  cultural  development.  Within  a 
matter  of  a  relatively  few  years,  these  socialist  countries,  so  recently  looked 
upon  as  backward,  bid  to  become  the  dominant  economic  force  in  the  world,  produc- 
ing more  than  half  of  its  total  industrial  output. 

This  is  a  fundamental  change,  whose  ramifications  basically  affect  all 
parts  of  the  mrld.    But  it  is  not  the  only  challenge  which  has  developed  to  the 
position  of  iaerican  capitalism. 

Thus,  it  conincides  with  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  era  of  Imperialism. 
One  colonial  country  after  another  is  breaking  out  of  its  bondage  and  setting  forth 
on  the  parth  of  independence  and  national  freedom.    Beginning  in  Asia  and  the  Near 
East,  this  development  is  sweeping  across  Africa,  and  is  now  challenging  the 
dcolnance  of  the  United  States  in  what  has  been  its  own  preserve,  I^tin  America. 
The  revolutionary  development  in  Cuba,  and  their  courageous  resistence  to  American 
Imperialist  intervention,  is  an  Inspiration  to  the  people's  forces  throughout  this 
hemisphere.     This  bloc  of  newly  liberated  countries,  represents  a  powerful  new 
force  on  the  world  scene. 

These  developcients  have  narrowed  the  sphere  of  colonial  exploitation  and 
have  shut  off,  one  after  another,,  the  pipelines  of  Imperialist  superprofits  from 
these  tiourcest    The  independence  of  these  countries  today  is  not  nominal  but  genuine. 
What  makes  it  genuine  is  the  existence  of  the  socialist  world— a  world  on  which  they 
can  reUj  for  the  assistance  they  need,  and  which  imperialism  has  so  locg  denied  them. 
Certainly  the  very  lives  of  the  new  regimes  in  KQrpt,  Iraq  and  Cuba  would  have  been 
cut  short,  were  it  not  for  the  firm  position  for  non-intervention  taken  by  the  peace 
forces  of  the  world,  with  the  Soviet  Onion,  People's  China  and  other  Socialist 
nations  in  the  foreftont.      A.  further  dramatic  example  was  the  Soviet  Union's 
economic  assistance  in  the  construction  of  the  Aswan  Dam  in  Egrpt  after  the  United 
States  had  refused.    Herein  lies  the  basis  cf  the  policy  of  neutrality  adopted  by 
these  nations,  and  of  their  generally  friendly  attitude  toward  the  socialist  countrios. 
countries. 

A  third  major  development  of  this  era  is  the  economic  revival  of  the  other 
capitalist  countries,    iliese  have  repaired  the  ravages  of  the  war,  and  have  gone 
throu^  an  extended  period  of  expansion  and  modernization  of  their  productive 
facilities.    Today  they  are  able  to  compete  with  American  capitalist  in  field  after 
field  in  which  American  products  once  reigned  supreme.    The  share  of  the  United 
States  in  world  capitalist  production,  once  over  50$,  is  now  closer  to  iff.    And  the 
dominance  which  jjrevlously  seemed  so  unquestioned  is  increasingly  being  challenged. 

Growing  competition  from  abroad  has  greatly  narrowed  the  trade  surplus  en- 
joyed by  this  country  for  a  number  of  years,  and  this  has  contributed  to  a  huge  junjj 
in  the  deficit  in  the  balance  of  payments  with  other  countries.    This  deficit  first 
appeared  in  1950,  and  for  the  next  several  years  it  averaged  about  a  billion  dollars 
a  year.    But  for  the  past  two  years,  it  has  totalled  more  than  $7^  billion.  And 

this  has  created  a  threat  to  the  stability  of  the  dollar  which  is  causing  American 

big  business  no  small  alarm. 

At  the  recent  National  Foreign  Trade  Convention  In  New  York,  the  new  factors 
in  the  world  situation  were  recognized  by  more  than  one  of  the  speakers.    Thus,  one 
saidi    "American  industry  must  accept  the  concept  that  today's  customers  may  be 
tomorrow's  competitors."    Another  spoke  of  the  need  "to  face  the  central  Issue  of 
how  to  have  both  cooperation  and  competition."    Such  positions  are  a  far  cry  from 
the  old  policies  in  foreign  trade. 
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The  dlBtlnotion  ie  also  Illustrated  by  ths  fact  that  half  a  dozen  yeape 
ago  the  WeBtem  European  countries  were  appealing  to  the  United  States  to  let 
down  ite  trade  bars,  under  the  slogan  of  "trade,  not  aid,"    But  today  It  Is 
Undersecretary  of  State  Dillon  who  travels  to  Europe  to  ask  for  more  markets 
for  American  goods  from  these  very  same  countries. 

Today,  too,  it  is  President  Eisenhower  who  travels  across  half  the  world, 
on  a  trip  representing  an  attempt  to  meet  with  concrete  actions  the  challenges 
from  all  three  major  sources. 

World  War  II,  with  the  growth  of  the  socialist  world  and  the  developnent 
of  the  colonial  liberation  movement,  ushered  in  a  new  and  deeper  stage  of  the 
general  crisis  of  capitalism.    The  developoients  since  then  have  given  rise  to 
yet  another,  still  deeper,  stage  of  the  general  crisis. 

This  is  the  new  world  in  which  our  country  must  make  a  place  for  Itself. 

In  a  true  sense  of  the  word,  the  problem  our  people  face  is  that  of  finding  the 

least  painful  transition  from  the  "American  Century"  to  the  new  era  of  challenge, 
of  peaceful  coexistence. 

THE  FIGHT  FOR  reACE— YESTERDAY  AND  TODA? 

The  central  expression  of  the  "American  Century"  concept  has  been  the  cold 
war.    But    with  the  fading  of  this  concept,  the  cold-war  policies  of  "positions 
of  strength"  and  brinkmanship  have  proven  themselves  Increasingly  bankrupt.  In 
this,  a  major  factor  has  been  also  the  peace  policies  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

As  a  result,  American  big  businesa  has  been  compelled  to  begin  a  painful 
reexamination  of  its  policies— in  the  words  of  Dulles  himself,  an  "agonizing 
reappraisal" — and  to  take  a  more  realistic  approach  to  the  situation  In  which 
it  finds  itself. 

In  this  lie  the  reasons  for  the  proposal  by  Elsenhor/er  for  an  exchange  of 
visitT  with  Khrushchev,  leading  to  the  historic  visit  of  Khrushchev  to  this 
country  and  its  momentous  consequences.    Among  these  were  the  Camp  David  agree- 
ment that  "all  outstanding  international  questions  should  be  settled  not  by  the 
application  of  force  but  by  peaceful  means  through  negotiations,"  laying  the 
basis  for  summit  discussions,  as  well  as  for  direct  meetings  between  herds  of 
states,    Among  them,  too,  are  a  number  of  immediate  gains — the  conclusion  of  an 
agreement  for  expanded  cultural  exchange,  agreements  for  cooperation  in  nuclear 
research  and  for  Joint  medical  research  projects,  and  of  great  significance,  the 
agreement  between  the  nations  regarding  the  Antartic  continent. 

This  represents  a  break  in  the  direction  of  American  foreign  policy.  How 
fast  or  how  far  it  will  move  in  this  new  direction  depends  on  the  Aaerican  people 
and  on  the  pressure  they  exert. 

It  is  not  by  any  means  the  end  of  the  cold  war.    The  Eisenhower  Adminis- 
tration has  not  yet  shown  in  practice  either  the  will  or  the  actions  to  guarantee 
that  this  is  the  direction  our  country  wUl  follow.    It  has  recognized  the  need 
for  a  change,  but  there  is  no  indication  as  to  how  far  reaching,  or  complete  that 
change  will  be.    And  the  die-hard  cold  war  forces,  who  are  very  powerful,  have 
already  launched  a  counterof fenslve  designed  to  regain  the  ground  they  have  lost 
and  to  wipe  out  whatever  advances  toward  peace  have  been  won.    This  is  something 
which  must  be  taken  very  seriously. 

But  the  key  thing  Is  that  the  public  admission  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  old 
policies  and  the  need  for  a  change  has  opened  the  flood  gates  of  discussion  as  to 
what  the  new  policies  should  be.    Ffeace  therefore  emerges  more  than  ever  as  the 
central  issue  of  our  day.    It  is  to  this  that  we  must  apply  ourselves  with  all  the 
energy,  skill  and  Ingenuity  at  our  command.    It  is  to  this  that  our  work  in  all 
other  fields  must  be  related. 

In  this  connection,  7ie  must  see  clearly  the  distinctive  features  of  the 
fight  for  peace  in  the  present  period.    In  pest  years,  we  organized,  conducted 
and  led  a  campeign  for  peace,  including  the  notable  Stockholm  Peace  Appeal.  We 
did  sc  in  the  context  of  the  fundamentally  correct  analysis  that  a  danger  of  war 
existed,  exemplified  by  Korea  and  later  by  Indo-China.    Today  we  are  again  taking 
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part  in  a  campaign  for  peace,  but  in  the  context  of  a  ner;  analysis — again  funda- 
mentally correct — that  lasting  peace,  total  disarmament  and  peaceful  coexistence 
are  in  the  cards j  that  they  are  realizable  goals. 

Both  are  campaigns  for  peace,  but  under  much  different  conditions.    Are  we 
not  called  upon,  then  to  think  about  specific  tactics  to  meet  the  specific  condi- 
tions that  flow  out  of  the  difference  in  the  specific  situations  surrounding  them? 
The  past  drive  was  based  on  a  negative  development;  this  one  is  based  on  a  positive 
development.    The  past  drive  took  place  in  a  situation  in  which  the  peace  forces 
were  growing  but  not  yet  dominant;  this  one  takes  place  in  a  situation  in  which 
the  peace  forces  are  already  the  stronger.    The  past  drive  occurred  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  jingoism  and  national  chauvinism;  this  one  is  unfolding  in  an  atmosphere 
in  which  the  whole  nation  is  discussing  the  banning  of  nuclear  tests,  total  disar- 
mament and  peaceful  coexistence.    These  factors  should  indicate  to  us  the  need  for 
new,  fresh,  concrete  thinking. 

WE  MUST  BE  SPECIFIC 

The  sentiment  for  peace  is  general  and  over-all  in  scope.    This  sentiment 
has  grown  in  intensity  as  the  weapons  of  war  have  increased  in  destructiveness. 
And  as  the  balance  of  world  forces  has  shifted,  so  have  the  moods  and  thinking 
of  the  mass  of  Americans  shifted  toward  peace.    It  is  this  over-all  yearning  and 
concern  for  peace  thaf  forms  the  foundation  for  a  concerted  mass  crusade  for 
survival.    This  crusade  is,  of  course,  of  utmost  importance,  and  we  must  devote 
our  best  energies  and  forces  to  it.    However,  this  is  not  enough.    Such  a  general 
crusade  will  not  by  itself  secure  lasting  peace. 

The  fight  for  peace  must  be  developed  in  more  specific  forms.    Its  mooring 
lines  must  be  tied  to  the  specific  self-interest  of  specific  sections  of  the 
people.    The  campaign  for  peace  is  directed  toward  saving  our  lives  and  our 
civilization  from  destruction.    But  it  also  brings  with  it  certain  immediate 
benefits  for  the  people  and~yes~for  the  industrialists  immediate  profits.    It  is 
in  relation  to  this  that  we  must  develop  the  slogans  and  the  campaign  for  total 
disarmament. 

Cutting  down  on  armaments  is  the  only  possible  road  to  cutting  down  the 
ever-mounting  burden  of  taxes.    Only  if  we  have  a  cut  in  arms  production  Tdll  we 
have  a  cut  in  prices.    The  building  of  the  schools,  roads,  hospitals,  parks, 
houses  and  other  things  the  people  so  badly  need,  is  blocked  by  the  spending  of 
huge  sums  for  the  stockpiling  of  instruments  of  destruction.    Surely  the  problem 
of  the  huge  farm  surpluses,  rdth  the  resulting  impoverishment  in  many  agricultural 
areas,  is  bound  up  with  the  opening  of  world-wide  markets  in  a  world  free  from 
armament  burdens.    These  and  many  more  are  the  mooring  lines  to  which  the  fight 
for  peace  must  be  secured. 

A  generation  of  the  American  people  have  grown  up  in  and  made  a  livelihood 
from  an  economy  that  ia  large  measure  has  been  supported  and  souped  up  by  war 
orders."   '.iar  economy  has  been  accepted  as  a  normal  and  necessary  part  of  our 
economic  system.    This  stands  as  a  roadblock  to  a  full  mobilization  of  the  forces 
for  peace.    As  Comrade  Lumer's  report  will  show  concretely,  this  is  a  false  con- 
ception.   V/e  have  the  task  of  removing  this  roadblock. 

During  these  same  years  of  the  arms  economy,  a  body  of  thou^t  has  developed 
to  the  effect  that  the  Negro  people  can  break  down  the  bars  of  discrimination  in 
industry,  housing  and  education  only  when  our  nation  is  either  at  war  or  preparing 
for  war.    Unfortunately,  there  has  been  an  element  of  truth  in  this.    But  we  must 
show  clearly  how  disarmament  and  peace  can  be  conducive  to  an  atmosfiiere  in  which 
this  struggle  can  more  readily  be  won.    Wars  and  war  tensions  bring  with  them  a 
growth  of  chauvinism  and  jingoism,  rfiile  peace  is  conducive  to  an  atmosphere  of 
brotherhood  and  understanding.    We  must  understand  these  special  roadblocks  to  the 
movement  for  peace  among  the  Negro  people. 

Many  Negro  workers^re  at  the  bottom  of  the  seniority  list.  Therefore  any 
cutback  in  production  mems  unemployment  for  them.  This  is  a  definite  challenge 
to  us  in  working  out  a  substitute  for  mUitary  production. 

Similarly,  we  need  to  deal  with  other  specific  problems  affecting  the  young 
people,  women,  the  handicapped  and  the  older  workers.    Generalities  will  not  do. 
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Hence,  while  we  take  part  in  the  general  crusade  for  peace,  we  must  under- 
stand that  specific  groups,  because  of  specific  interests,  wiU  start  from  and 
rally  around  narrower  issues  involved  in  the  fight  for  peace.    With  some,  un- 
restricted trade  with  the  socialist  countries  will  be  the  starting  point,  with 
others  it  will  be  the  dangers  of  fallout.    For  still  others,  disarmament  will  be 
the  point  of  greatest  interest. 

We  must  see  the  fight  for  peace  realisticaUy  in  all  its  many-sided  aspects. 
At  this  point,  the  need  is  not  for  starting  a  peace  movement  from  scratch.    Such  a 
movement  is  here.    It  expresses  itself  in  a  thousand  ways  and  at  a  variety  of 
levels.    At  this  stage,  it  is  above  all  expressed  through  the  existing  mass  organi- 
zations of  the  people. 

In  a  nation  like  ours,  vhere  alJDCst  everyone  belongs  to  one  or  more  mass 
organization,  this  is  a  firm  and  certainly  a  broad  base.    Here  is  where  ire  should 
be  working  to  help  build  and  elevate  the  peace  movement.    While  doing  so,  we  should 
also  have  our  sights  on  more  concerted  and  united  movements,  conferences  and  actions 
of  various  kinds  on  local,  state  and  national  levels.    If  the  central  issue  of 
peace  is  to  give  rise  to  the  greatest,  most  persistent  crusade  of  our  times,  what 
is  needed  is  not  one  but  a  number  of  national  centers  to  guide,  prod  and  organiee 
it.    Not  only  is  this  necessary  with  respect  to  specific  issues  but  in  addition, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  youth,  women,  farmers,  veterans  and  other  groups  need  such 
special  centers  of  direction, 

PROBLEMS  ON  THE  HOME  FRONT 

As  in  all  phenomena,  there  is  a  close  relationshi-j  between  world  developaents 
and  those  on  the  domestic  scene. 

What  is  it  that  best  describes  our  domestic  situation  as  we  enter  Lha  c'ecade 
of  the  sixties?    Is  it  tranquility,  stability?    Are  we  moving  on  the  path  of  un- 
ending growth  and  expansion?    In  spite  of  the  present  hijh  level  of  production, 
this  does  not  fit  the  realities  of  life  in  our  country.    Rather,  the  state  of 
affaira  in  our  nation  is  better  described  as  one  of  instaoility,  uneasiness  and 
hesitation.    JVhat  best  describes  the  United  States  of  the  sixties  is  the  growing 
catalog  of  serious  problems,  steadily  becoming  more  aggravated,  which  nra  seeking 
solution. 

What  gives  these  developments  such  Importance  and  seriousness  is  that  they 
occur  simultaneously  with  the  developments  on  the  world  scene  which  we  have  described 

An  outstanding  new  feature  on  the  home  scene  is  the  development  of  automation, 
whose  many  ramifications  and  effects  are  now  reaching  into  all  aspects  of  our 
national  life.    Strictly  speaking,  automation  is  still  an  infant.    But  it  is  already 
throwing  its  weight  around  like  a  full-grown  heavyweight. 

A  most  striking  evidence  of  its  effects  is  the  rise  in  unemployment  in  the 
suocesBlve  postwar  boom  periods.    In  the  peak  boom  year  of  1953,  following  the  19^8- 
slump,  2.9%  of  the  labor  force  was  unemployed.    In  1956,  the  year  ox  peak  economic 
activity  following  the  1953-5^  slump,  the  figure  was  ^.25b.    In  the  present  period, 
which  follons  the  depression  of  1957-58,  unemployment  has  remained  well  above  5%  of 
the  labor  force.    In  October,  1959  it  stood  at  62.    Speaking  on  this  question  Sen. 
Eugene  McCarthy  of  Minnesota  had  the  following  to  sayi 

"This  is  far  too  high  for  a  dynamic  economy,  but  its  effect  could  be 
managed  it  it  were  spread  evenly  throughout  the  economy.    The  fact 
is  that  unemployment  has  reached  disaster  proportions  in  certain 
regions  and  for  certain  age,  racial  and  educational  groups." 

ni3t  these  figures  show  is  a  re-emergence  since  the  r;ar  of  the  industrial  reserve 
army  on  a  grordng  scale.  And  in  this,  the  displacement  of  workers  through  automa- 
tion is  playing  a  constantly  growing  part. 

Automation,  and  the  determination  of  the  nonopolies  to  clear  the  vray  for  more 
rapid  automation,  is  also  largely  at  the  bottom  of  the  current  drive  to  undermine 
working  conditions  in  steel,  on  the  railroads,  on  the  waterfront,  and  in  many  ofher 
industries.    It  serves  also  as  an  instrument  used  by  big  business  for  the  destruction 
of  its  small  competitors  and  increased  concentration  of  ownership  and  control.  The 
slogan  of  big  business  has  become  "Automate  or  Die."    And  in  the  process,  many  do  die. 
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Other  reports  will  go  further  into  the  problems  arising  from  automation. 
Here  I  want  only  to  point  out  how  different  are  its  consequences  under  socialism. 
In  a  socialist  society  all  technological  advances  are  welcome.    The  fruits  of 
science  and  technology  are  no  problem,  but  rather  the  foundation  on  which  the 
economy  will  rapidly  be  built  to  new  heights,  the  basis  of  the  goal  of  surpassing 
our  own  standard  of  living.    The  rapid  devolopDent  of  automation  in  the  Socialist 
Nation  will  servo  to  prod  the  development  of  automation  here;  but  the  benefits  frem 
automation  to  the  workers  in  the  Socialist  Countries  will  also  serve  to  Inspire  our 
workers,  helping  them  to  see  the  need  for  Socialism,  and  to  struggle  for  the  bene- 
fits of  autooation  here. 

We  must  work  out  definite  plans  and  demands  with  the  alffl  that  at  least  part 
of  the  fniits  of  this  technological  advance  will  go  to  benefit  the  working  people  of 
our  land.    &  proper  ejmmination  of  the  questions  growing  out  of  automation  is  also 
the  key  to  understanding  the  prssent  big  bv;siness  drive  against  organized  labor 

A  second  major  feature  of  the  h<Miie  scene  is  the  growing  financial  instability 
of  the  country.    Our  national  debt  is  higher  than  it  was  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and 
Is  still  rising.    The  taxpayers  are  saddled  with  a  burden  of  interest  now  well  over 
$9  billion  a  year  and  still  going  up.    State  and  local  debts  have  been  going  up  by 
leaps  and  bounds  and  are  at  an  ell-tine  hi^.       Private  debt  has  multiplied  several 
tines  during  the  postwar  years.    The  burden  of  taxes  has  grown  to  impossible  levels, 
yet  governasnt  debts  continue  to  rise.    Prices  have  risen  greatly  since  the  end  of 
the  war  and  the  value  of  the  dollar  has  been  steadily  shrinking.    The  federal  govern- 
ment is  experiencing  increasing  difficulty  in  financing  the  national  debt  and  borrow- 
ing more  money.    Ae  one  observer  has  remarked^  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
government,  once  considered  the  soundest  in  the  world,  la  now  becoming  shaky.  And 
because  of  this  country's  world  role;  these  developssnts  are  having  world-wide 
repercussions. 

A  third  important  feature  is  the  chronic  agricultural  crisis.    Farmers  are 
being  increasingly  squeezed  between  shrinking  farm  prices  and  mounting  production 
costs.    Farm  income  is  steadily  declining,  and  is  now  at  its  lowest  point  in  seven- 
teen y^ars.    Our  storage  facilities  are  being  choked  by  the  growing  mountain  of  un- 
saleable surpluses  of  farm  products.    There  are  growing  areas  of  desolation  in 
marginal  farmlands,  with  farmers  driven  out  in  rising  numbt-rs  thanks  to  the  develop- 
ment of  modern,  mechanized  farming  in  the  more  productive  areas.    All  in  all, 
America's  farmers  are  in  serious  difficulties,  which  are  having  an  effect  on  the 
entire  countiy. 

To  these  features,  we  may  add  the  failure  of  our  society  to  provide  adequate 
housing,  education  and  health  facilities,  whose  lack  grows  more  acute  from  year  to 
year.    There  is  also  the  growing  stench  of  corruption  and  moral  decay,  which  is 
penetrating  every  corner  of  American  life.    As  one  person  expressed  it,  "Everybody  is 
on  the  gravy  train  of  payola  these  days— except  the  working  people." 

Affected  by  all  these  things  in  the  sharpest  measure  are  in  the  first  place 
the  18  million  Negro  people,  as  well  as  the  5  million  Mexican-American  and  the 
million  or  more  ?uerto  Ricans  in  the  United  States.    The  slum  housing  and  the 
g^iettoes  to  which  they  are  confined  are  becoming  not  better  but  steadily  worse.  They 
are  the  most  severely  affected  by  the  unfair  system  of  taxation,  by  rising  prices,  by 
unemployment  and  by  the  farm  crisis. 

This  the  America  we  see  as  we  enter  the  decade  of  the  sixties.    These  are  the 
realities  of  life  on  the  home  front,  corresponding  to  those  in  the  world  situation. 
It  is  these  realities  of  life  to  which  this  convention  must  apply  itself,  and  with 
which  the  Barty  must  deal. 


How  does  America  react  to  these  developments?    What  are  the  different  currents 
which  are  emerging?    In  what  direction  are  the  different  groups  moving?    In  short, 
how  is  America  meeting  the  challenge? 

American  monopoly  capital  is  reacting  to  the  world  situation  with  attempts  to 
readjust,  reassess  and  make  changes  in  its  foreign  policy,  to  accomodate  itself  to 
present-day  realities.    This  is  most  dramatically  demonstrated  by  the  proposal  for 
the  Eisenhower-Khrushchev  exchange  of  visits.    And  this  has  been  one  of  the  basic 
factors  in  opening  up  the  new  possibilities  which  now  exist  in  the  fight  for  peace. 
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DITRODUCTIOT 

As  TO  approach  the  decade  of  the  sixties,  iianklnd  stands  at  the 
threshold  of  a  neu  era.    For  the  first  ttoe  In  human  history  the  poaslt- 
illty  now  exists  for  the  elimination  of  the  ecource  of  Tiar,  and  the  re- 
lease of  the  full  productive  potential  of  the  human  race  for  the  solu- 
tion of  the  ace-old  prohleme  of  poverty,  disease  and  Icnorance. 

The  new  possibilities  to  realize  o  T/orld  free  frcE  the  horror  of 
nuclear  warfare  have  teen  created  by  profound  and  irreversible  chants 
in  favor  of  the  camp  of  peace,  freedcrn  and  social  procTess. 

Tforld  iraperlallam,  headed  by  Wall  Street  monopoly  capitallon,  ip  no 
loncer  the  sole  or  dcmlnant  force  determinlnc  the  destiny  of  manlrlndi. 
Socialism,  embraclnc  one-third  of  the  earth's  population,  has  enercell 
as  an  invincible  world  system,  spearheadinc  the  cause  of  pence  nnd  peace- 
ful coexistence.    The  vlctorioua  upsurce  of  the  national  liberation  move- 
ments in  Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin  America  has  undemlnod  Imperialist  colon- 
ialism and  kindled  the  flame  of  national  independence  amonc  all  opprossod 
peopleu.    The  mounting  peace  movement  in  our  country,  and  throuchout  the 
capitalist  world,  has  gained  new  strength  and  mccientum.    Tlius,  even  the 
new  forms  by  which  U.  S.  Ijnperlallam  hopes  to  continue  its  drive  for  world 
power  and  influence  la  now  confronted  by  the  powerful  challenge  of  superior 
world  forces  determined  to  win  a  durable  and  lastlnc  peace. 

The  daninant  world  position  of  the  United  States,  lone  uncontested, 
is  now  beinc  increasincly  cliallonced  on  all  sides  by  Its  capitalist  oanpet- 
itors,    by  the  expandlnc  !jroup  of  newly  liberated  countries,  and  most  of 
all,  by  the  socialist  world,  which  now  bids  to  aurpasB  the  achievemonto 
of  U,  S.  capltalian  in  all  areas  of  human  endeavor. 

Our  capitalist  society  is  plefjued  by  a  mountlnc  accumulation  of  un- 
solved problems.    Its  econcmy  displays  a  crowlnc  shaklneso  and  Instability, 
/.utcmation  and  other  technolocical  advances  create  crowlnc  Insecurity, 
chronic    unemployment  and  fear  of  the  future.    Unsaleable  farm  surpluees 
rise  from  year  to  year  while  fam  Inccres  are  declinlnc.    The  national 
debt,  already  overburdenlnc,  continues  to  mount,  and  the  difficulty  of 
flnanclnc  the  war  econoiy  Increases.    The  burden  of  interest  and  taxes 
become  ever  more  Intolerable,    Elsinc  prices  have  beccEe  a  persistent 
problem. 

Though  the  possibilities  of  peace  are  enhanced,  and  Inportent  sectors 
of  business  and  coverrment  are  ccmpelled  to  move  aray  fran  the  ricl^ 
TTar  policy,  the  reactionary  offensive  on  the  dcciestic  front  has  been  ac- 
celerated.    In  place  of  the  crowth  of  freedcc,  there  is  continued  re- 
pression and  denial  of  elementary  liberties.    The  infamous  landrun-Grlf f in 
bill  has  been  passed,  foetenlnc  new  and  more  powerful  shackles  on  orcan- 
ized  labor  than  did  the  Taft-Hartley  A;t.    The  steel  catpanies  are  spaar- 
headinc  a  drive  of  all  the  (preat  monopolies  aimed  acainut  the  llvir.G  stand- 
ards and  workinc  conditions.    Monopoly  unltesln  an  effort  to  resolve  Its 
problems  at  the  expense  of  tl^e  workinc  class. 

Despite  certain  advances  in  the  struccle  for  Ilecro  rlchte,  the  system 
of  Jim  Crow  oppression  remains  essentially  unshaken.    Unrestricted  suffrace 
and  I'scro  representation  In  the  South,  and  the  eradication  of  i-aclst  dls- 
crlninatlon  and  segrecatlon  in  national  life,  remain  a  central  democratic 
task  still  to  be  achieved. 

Our  educational  system  is  in  a  state  of  deepenlnc  crisis.  Juvenile 
delinquency  crows  steadily  worse.  Slums  and  overcrowdlnc  is  the  lot  of 
the  low  income  groups  in  all  cities  of  the  country.  In  every  aspect  of 
American  life,  the  problems  and  difficulties  becme  not  less  but  creatcr. 

It  is  the  all-powerful  monopoly  capitalist  ::roups,  with  their  striv- 
ing to  preserve  their  outworn  system  of  "free  enterprise, "  which  stand  as 
the  central  obstacle    i,o  procress.    It  is  monopol;-  capital  which  blocks 
the  fulfillment  of  the  preat  pranlso  v/hlch  the' future  holds,  and  which 
breeds  the  menace  to  peace,  and  fosters  insecurity  and  repression.    It  is 
monopoly  capital  and  its  scents  which  which  must  be  opposed  by  the  Ameri- 
can working  class,  the  Necro  people  and  all  peace-loving  and  democratic 
forces  to  realize  the  potential  of  a  new  era  of  peace,  democracy  and  secur- 
ity. 
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The  decade  ahead  can  be  the  decade  In  which  mankind  Is  liberated  frcn 
the  peril  of  the  cold  TOr  and  threat  of  catastrophic  nuclear  narfare. 

It  can  be  the  decade  In  Trhlch  fatal  blows  can  be  Inflicted  on  the 
oppression  of  the  Necro  people  which  has  defiled  our  land  for  more  than 
three  centuries. 

It  can  be  the  decade  in  which  the  offensive  to  depress  the  standards 
of  living  of  the  irorklnc  class  and  to  destroy  labor's  rights  can  be  de- 
feated by  a  united  labor  movement  and  a  revitalized  alliance  of  labor  and 
the  Negro  people. 

It  can  be  the  decade  in  which  the  American  people,  united  in  a  Great 
people's  alliance  oonslstinG  of  labor,  the  Necro  people,  the  famers,  anall 
buelnesamen  and  all  those  threatened  by  the  blc  monopolies  can  take  major 
strides  toward  the  attainment  of  a  covemment  of  the  people,  by  the  people 
and  for  the  people. 

The  Canmunlst  Party,  the  Party  of  the  American  worklnc  class,  faces  this 
new  decade  with  suprejae  confidence  that  these  goals  can  be  won,  and  to  this 
we  American  Ccnamunists  shall  dedicate-  all  our  efforts  and  enercles. 

n.    AliEEICAN  FCEEIffll  POLICY:  THE  KH3D  OF  A  POLICY  FOR  PEACE 

Peace  is  the  urgent  objective,  the  coamon  need  and  conmon  hope  of  peo- 
ple everywhere.    Heretofore  this  has  been  a  dre<m  deferred,  an  illusive 
aspiration,  passed  down  frtm  Generation  to  Generation.    Now  the  conditions 
have  matured  for  transfomlnG  this  dream  into  reality,  into  a  way  of  life 
for  all  the  nations  of  the  world.    For  peace  has  bectme  a  necessary  condi- 
tion for  the  very  existence  and  further  development  of  human  society,  Just 
as  war  with  modem  mathods  of  annihilation  has  becane  unthinkable.    The  peace- 
ful coexistence  of  nations  with  differing  eoonanlc  and  social  systema, 
and  canpetltlon  between  them  for  peaceful  pursuits,  is  the  sole  alterna- 
tive to  an  atcmlo  catastrophe. 

Everything  in  the  needs,  hopes  and  aspirations  of  our  people  finds  its 
relationship  to  this  central  issue  of  our  times  —  the  struggle  for  peace 
and  peaceful  coexistence. 

The  fate  of  world  peace  today  depends  in  the  first  place  upon  the  im- 
proTsanent  of  relations  between  the  United  States  end  the  Soviet  Union,  the 
two  most  powerful  countries  with  iMaense  eooncmlc,  technoloclcal,  and  mili- 
tary potential.  If  the  relations  between  our  country  and  the  Soviet  Union 
are  normalized.  If  they  cooperate  In  the  maintenance  of  peace,  then  the 
peace  of  the  world  can  be  kept  Inviolate. 

That  Is  why  the  extraordinary  visit  of  Premier  Khrushchev  to  our  coun- 
try and  the  projected  visit  of  President  Elsenliower  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
the  significant  talks  at  Camp  David  and  the  agreement  "that  all  outstanding 
International  questions  should  be  settled  not  by  the  application  of  force 
but  by  peaceful  means  through  negotiations"  Inspired  the  people  of  our  coun- 
try and  the  lAole  world  with  the  highest  hopes  for  peace. 

These  events  mark  the  first  salient  break  free  the  disastrous  and  dis- 
credited policy  of  Dulles,  of  atonic  threats  and  "brinkmanship,"  signalizing 
an  Important  change  in  the  improvement  of  U.S. -Soviet  relations.    They  have 
brought  about  a  thaw  In  the  International  climate.    Understanding  has  been 
reached  on  direct  meetings  between  the  heads  of  Government,  as  well  as  dis- 
cussions at  the  summit,  as  the  method  to  be  pursued  in  the  search  for  agree- 
ment on  outstanding  disputed  International  questions.    The  resoluticn  of 
such  grave  problems  as  the  signing  of  a  peace  treaty  with  the  two  German 
states  and  nomallzlng  the  situation  in  Berlin  can  now  proceed  in  a  vastly 
improved  international  atmosphere. 

Host  slgnlflcanf   for  the  struggle  to  realize  peaceful  coexistence  have 
been  the  proposals  for  universal  and  total  disarmament,  placed  before  the 
United  Nations  by  Premier  Khrushchev,    This  has  now  beccme  the  key  issue 
and  main  subject  of  debate  in  every  country  of  the  world.    For  universal  and 
total  dlsamament,  depriving  all  countries  of  the  means  of  wBGlng  war,  is 
In  the  long  run  the  only  true  guarantee  for  an  enduring  peace.    A  peace- 
time econtsoy  as  an  alternative  to  ama  production  and  the  threat  of  an  atcclc 
war,  an  econcmy  providing  greatly  expanded  social  welfare  benefits  and 
higher  living  standards  Is  regarded  as  a  realistic  hope  by  ever  greater  nun- 
VSTB  of  Americans. 
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The  KhruBhchov  visit  has  already  produced  Important  lamedlate  results 
In  a  nianter  of  areas:    the  conclusion  of  a  tno-year  acreament  for  an  expnnd- 
ed  cultural  e:;clianGe  procrac;  the  Joint  acrsenent  for  cooperation  In  nu- 
clear research  and  the  excliance  of  scientists  and  research  Information; 
the  acreement  for  the  study  of  the  detection  of  underBround  nuclear  explo- 
sions; the  acreement  for  Joint  medical  research  projects;  the  treaty  to 
keep  Antarctica  a  scientific  preserve;  the  more  favorable  conditions  crea- 
ted for  reachlnc  an  acreemont  on  the  bannlnc  of  nuclear  testlnc,  and  for 
the  abolition  of  the  artificially-Imposed  reetrlctlona  on  trade  with  the 
Soviet  Union  and  other  socialist  lands. 

Above  all,  these  developments  create  nsTr  opportunities  for  the  peace 
forces  to  Impose  further  shifts  In  forelcn  policy,  rrhlch  will  lead  In  the 
direction  of  reallzlne  more  fully  the  Croat  potential  Inherent  In  the  present 
situation.    Important  business  and  Government  circles  have  been  cctnpelled 
to  realize  the  epochal  chances  In  the  exlstlnc  norld  relationship  of  forces 

and  the  need  to  adopt  a  more  realistic  forelcn  policy.    This  does  not 
sl;5ilfy,  however,  that  the  Eleonliower  administration  has  yet  embarked  on  a 
firm  course  to  end  the  cold  war,  nor  that  peaceful  cooxlatence  has  been 
achieved  and  secured. 

The  thaw  In  the  cold  war  has  becun,  but  the  cold  war  iB  far  frcm  ended. 
The  proponents  of  the  cold  war  are  still  powerful  and  strive  to  ret 'm  to 
the  bankrupt  policy  of  "positions  of  strencth"  and  to  the  frozen  pattern 
of  the  past.    Its  advocates  are  to  be  found  within  the  Administration, 
and  la  both  major  political  parties  (as  simbolized  by  the  Republican  Pocke- 
feller  and  the  Democrat  Achescn).      They  are  in  control  of  the  Pentacon,  of 
the  huce  cnnanont  industries  and  otlier  c^&nt  financial  trusts  who  continue 
to  exert  maximum  pressure  to  maintain  and  heat  up  the  cold  war.    And  It 
must  not  be  forcotten,  that  the  top  offlclaldco  of  the  labor  movement  re- 
main larcely  tied  to  the  bankrupt  cold  war  policy  and  advocate  a  crash  pro- 
cram  to  expand  armament  production  under  the  cvlae  of  providlnc  Jobs  for 
the  worL-ers. 

Already  a  counter-offensive  has  been  launched  to  undo  all  that  has 
been  acccjnpllshed.    There  Is  the  renewed  demands  on    the  part  of  tho  top 
brass  and  leading  statesmen  for  Increased  war  expenditures  to  meet  what  thoy 
falsely  refer  to  as  the  "Soviet  challence"  or  "Soviet  acgreeelon."  Opposi- 
tion to  expansion  of  U,S. -Soviet  trade,  voiced  by  the  billionaire  Rockefel- 
ler, Is  followed  by  the  cancellation  of  a  hue©  steel  order  to  the  Soviet 
Union.    Tho  Insensate  hostility  to  People's  China  Is  fostered  by  continuous 
Incitement  aoalnst  China  In  India,  Laos,  Tibet  and  Korea.    Tho  provocative 
insistence  on  the  dlecuflsion  of  Huncary  by  the  United  Nationa  was  desloied 
to  further  Inflame  tho  cold  war  attitudes.    The  nuclear  rearmament  of  West 
Germany,  aimed  to  transform  It  into  Wall  Street's  main  arsenal  in  Europe, 
rieunts  the  will  of  the  people  and  international  acreements.    The  shame- 
ful Interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  Cuba  and  the  throat  of  econccic 
stranculation  by  manipulatinc  sucar  quotas  is  aimed  not  only  acalnat  tho 
Cuban  revolution  but  acainst  the  antl-lnperlallst  freedan  struccle  in  all  of 
latin  America, 

The  bellicose  cold  ttst  advocates  are  determined  to  halt  the  trend  toward 
peaceful  coexistence  and  peaceful  competition,  and,  oven  as  events  force 
them  to  drastically  alter  their  past  cold  war  policies,  they  attempt  to  con- 
tinue their  drive  for  new  forms  of  world  daninatlon. 

The  replacement  of  the  cold  war  policy  by  a  policy  of  peaceful  coexis- 
tence and  cooperation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  for 
peace,  demands  the  defe£.t  of  these  cold  war  advocates,  these  most  rabid 
and  ajcresslve  sections  of  Blc  Business  and  thoir  acents  In  co'^omment. 

Despite  their  efforts  to  head  off  a  far-reachinc  policy  of  peaceful 
co-existence  and  ccmpetltlon,  the  very  fact  that  they  are  confronted  with  the 
compulsion  of  carrylnc  throucli  a  shift  in  their  forelcn  policy,  opens  tho 
way  for  a  tremendous  upsurce  in  the  strencth  of  the  forces  workinc  for 


Above  all,  the  times  demand  a  persistent  and  unrelentinc  strucgle  on 
the  part  of  all  sections  of  the  people  who  desire  peace.  In  the  first  place 
the  orcanlzed  labor  movemonf .    labor  will  assume  its  rlchtful  place  of 
leadership  in  the  people's  Interests  only  when  it  takes  the  lead  in  the 
flCht  for  peace.    It  is  a  welcome  sicn  of  the  chances  taklnc  place,  that 
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representative  journals  and  Individual  leaders  amonc  labor,  despite  the  adamant 
anti-Soviet  line  of  the  top  officialdom,  ai-e  stepping  out  on  their  om  end 
callinc  for  disarmament,  for  a  peace-tine  economy,  for  the  oxchance  of  aoleca- 
tions,  for  an  end  to  nuclear  teatinc  and  the  outlaw  of  atonic    Tzeapons.  T>»se 
becinnings  have  to  permeate  the  ranks  of  the  entire  labor  movement,  so  that 
labor  can  help  to  broadon  and  extend  the  united  mass  struccles  of  all  pSace- 
loving  forces  in  determined  unison  to  Impose  the  people's  Trill  for  peace  upon 


The  changinc  moods  and  temper  of  the  people  of our  country  point  to  new 
possibilities  for  unfolding  broad  mass  actions  around  ever;'  specific  issue  re- 
lated to  the  struggle  for  peace.    Just  as  the  ruling  class  yesterday  van  suc- 
cessful in  convincing    the  people  to  accept  the  heavy  burden  of  the  cold  v;ar 
as  a  "deterrent"  to  "Soviet  aggression, "    so  today  a  breakdoim  in  this  artificial- 
ly created  viar  hysteria  can  help  to  unleash  the  full  potential  of  the  paople'a 
fighting  capacity  to  demand  an  end  to  the  cold  irar. 

The  Khrushchev  visit,  and  the  ensuing  easing  of  vforld  tensions,  has,  of 
course,  not  dissipated  all  the  prejudices  and  misconceptions  about  the  Soviet 
Union,    Wliat  must  be  underscored,  however,  is  that  a  new  spirit  of  friendship 
for  the  Soviet  Union,  a  new  admiration  for  its  scientific  and  technolo:;Scal 
achievements,  a  new  understanding  that  we  can  live  together,  is  spreading  among 
men  and  women  in  all  walks  of  life.    To  the  extent  that  this  understandias 
is  heightened,  to  that  extent  will  the  movement  for  pence  gain  greater  pur- 
posefulness,  greater  unity  and  greater  detemination  to  win  the  battle  for 

Life,  not  deathi    Production  for  peace  and  not  for  destruction!    Peace  and 
friendship  among  nations!    An  end  to  international  mistrust!    An  end  to  the 
cold  war!    For  a  policy  of  peace  and  peaceful  existence!    These  demand  a  fight 
against  the  resumption  of  nuclear  testing,  for  a  ban  on  the  use  and  manufae- 
ture  of  atomic  weapons.    These  demand  a  fight  for  the  recognition  of  People's 
China  and  its  rightful  membership  in  the  United  Nations .    These  demand  a  fight 
for  e:.-panded  East-STest  trade.    These  demand  the  fight  against  U,S.  InteiTention 
in  Cuba  or  anywhere  else  in  Latin  America.    Above  all,  these  demand  a  fi£ht 
for  disamament,  the  scrapping  of  all  Instruments  of  warfare  and  shifting;  the 
economy  frcm  armaments  to  peace.    These  demand  peaceful  ccnpetltion  betv/een  na- 
tions in  expanding  world  production  to  luprove  the  living  standards  of  the 
world's  peoples. 

The  issue  of  peace  Is  the  paramount  issue  in  American  political  life.  It 
is  the  central  test  of  all  parties,  mass  organizations  and  civic  leaders,  On 
the  resolution  of  this  issue  rests  the  future  of  our  nation. 

The  eyes  and  hopes  of  all  peoples  are  focused  on  the  United  States,  Upon 
the  outcoce  of  the  now  unfolding  struggle  for  a  policy  of  peace  in  our  land 
may  hinge  the  fate  of  mankind. 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  3 


1.    ugwcwAL  PRIHCIPUBS 

World  dewloposnt  haa  confined  tbe  baelc  analysis  of  capitalism  and  loperl- 
allBin  y>T  Marx  and  Lenin,  and  tbelr  prediction  that  the  essence  of  our  era  Is  tbe 
transition  to  soolallem.    Socialist  society  exists  today  In  countries  vltb  one- 
thlrd  the  world's  population.    The  soaring  progress  of  the  Soviet  Union,  China 
■nd  other  sool&llst  oountrles  In  Xurope  Md  Asia  reveals  the  treiendous  potential 
of  aoclallet  society.    Soclallan  has  leaped  over  the  a^a-old  barriers  to  social 
progress,  and  released  the  pent-up  creative  energy  of  hundreds  of  millions  vho 
have  been  oppreseed  by  oapltallsn  and  landlordism.    It  has  begun  the  evolution  to 
a  olaasles*  society.  In  vbleb  abundance  vlll  be  fr«ely  avallabls  to  all,  equality 
vlll  be  a  natural  condition  of  life,  and  mankind  will  explore  presently  unpredict- 
able new  frontier*  of  eoclety  and  culture . 

These  aehl«v«wnts  vlth  their  llaltless  potentials  for  progress  oar  be  the 
comoo  possession  of  all  huiMlty.    They  need  not  belong  exclusively  to  any  single 
nation  or  group  of  nation*,    rortunate  are  those  peoples  vho  have  pioneered  social- 
ist society,  even  at  givat  aacrlflee  and  risk  In  a  hostile  capitalist  world,  for 
they  are  the  anatere  of  their  own  destiny,  and  today  set  the  paoe  of  history  and 
•hape  the  future.    They  revive  and  fortify  confidence  In  progress  everywhere, 
even  In  the  oldet  of  the  stagnation  and  deaoiallzatlon  of  capitalist  eoclety. 
Their  euccesees  Inspire  people  la  May  lands  to  overoooe  obstacles  and  open  the 
path  of  progress  for  theneelves. 

Cowmlets  telleve  that  In  the  United  States  aleo  aoclall«»  will  perform 
wonders,  beyond  the  dre«ae  of  aoet  Americans.  In  a  country  such  as  ours--vlth 
It*  great  wealth  of  fauatn  skills  and  Mtarlal  resouroes,  the  national  ability  to 
translate  selanee  into  tectailcal  advance,  a  deeply  rooted  love  of  deaocrikcy  and 
peaoe,  and  an  hlrtorlcally  formed  ocofldence  In  progress—vltb  these  traits  of 
our  natloaal  history,  providing  psao*  can  be  gained  and  assured,  socialism  when 
•rtabllahed  will  surely  achieve  nsv  heights  for  all  Mnklnd . 

It  Is  peculiar  to  our  eltwtloo  that  the  United  State*  Is  the  aoet  powerful 
oapltallam  In  the  world.  In  an  era  In  history  when  eoolallst  achievement  arouses 
entbuslaam  and  confidence  in  the  future  aasng  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  earth.    It  Is  due  to  this  elroiMtance,  and  not  to  eooe  Innate  national  qual- 
ity of  Aaerloana,  that  In  the  pre*ent-day  world  U.S.  capitalism  upholds  the  old 
order  of  thing*,  *yBbollM*  the  paet  rathsr  than  the  future,  and  on  a  global 
•cane  play*  the  role  of  modem  Torylam.    This  Is  a  truth  not  readily  accepted  by 
Aaerleans,  vho  have  been  aocusta»d  to  think  of  their  country  as  the  paragon  of 
progress,  freedom  and  peace.    Tet,  this  Is  the  actual  position  In  which  ths 
%lt«d  States  has  been  placed  by  the  couree  of  onr  own  developaent  and  by  world 
history. 

In  the  MW  order  of  world  affair*,  vlth  basic  shifts  In  the  weight  of  nations, 
it  OMd  not  nsoesearily  foUov  that  the  American  people  beeoae  helpless  natims 
of  the  decay  of  our  eoclal  system,  while  the  rest  of  the  world  builds  a  nsw 
society,  outpaces  ua,  and  leaves  us  behind.    The  United  States  Is  not  exempt 
from  the  lavs  of  social  developoent  and  frca  the  social  ferment  that  leads  to 
progress. 

This  cotmtry  exaopllf  les  In  the  ertveme  the  domination  of  monopoly  as  the 
decisive  factor  of  capitalism  in  It*  present,  loperlallst  stage.    Eut  the  system 
of  Monopoly  capitalism  Is  Intrinsically  Incapable  of  employing  to  the  full  our 
great  productive  capacity  and  our  labor,  and  of  realltlng  the  reiwrkabls  new 
potential*  of  science  for  the  good  of  the  people.    The  Inense  aggre^tes  of 
private  economic  pcwer,  ruling  eoclety  and  government,  act  as  a  drag  on  the 
nation,  retarding  its  economic  and  cultural  growth,  and  crippling  democracy, 
nevertheless.  In  the  period  before  us  .the  American  people  have  an  alternative 
to  stagnation,  with  its  threatening  privation,  moral  corruption,  and  oultuial 
degsnsracy.    They  oan  tala  up  the  struggle  for  progress  leading  to  a  nsw  demo- 
cr«tlc  and  cultural  re vial,  with  soolallBm  as  the  goal.    Far  from  being  a  threat 
to  the  nation,  the  sucoesees  of  world  eocialiaB  and  of  colonial  liberation  pro- 
Tide  a  bnathlng  spell  and  an  opportunity  for  the  Aosrlcan  peopl*  to  aet  tbelr 
an  oowtry  on  the  road  of  progress. 

Socialism  is  the  aim  of  the  Coomaniet  Party  of  the  United  States.    The  sup- 
eriority of  aocialism  over  capitalism  as  a  system  of  society  is  historically 
established.   A  syatem  based  on  the  social  ovnerehip  of  the  means  of  production 
and  their  planned  utilization  for  the  material  and  cultural  needs  of  the  whole 
of  society  la  far  superior  to  the  aystem  of  capitallam  which  la  founded  on  pri- 
vate ownership  and  elaea  exploitation  for  the  enrlctatent  of  the  few. 
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Soolallsm  will  prove  necASMry  for  our  oountrj  alao,  bacaue«  only  ouch  a 
Ical  tranafoniBtlon  of  the  eaonoolc  tese  of  soolety  caa  eradlcata  tbs  avUa 
resulting  from  capitalism  and  can  assure  the  full  utilization  for  tbs  people 
of  the  great  scientific  revolution  of  our  age.  Along  this  path  the  Aaerlcan 
people,  now  overvbelmlngly  a  nation  of  vage-«amers,  can  assure  pemanently 
for  thenselvee  and  the  world  an  era  of  peace,  democracy,  universal  well-being 
and  social  progress. 

The  Comaunlst  Party  bases  Itself  upon  the  theories  of  Marx,  Lsnln  and 
their  followers.    It  seeks  to  Improve  Its  understanding  of  the  living  theory 
of  Marxism,  as  It  Is  enriched  constantly  by  now  experiences  of  the  class  strug- 
gle and  social  progress  everywhere.    The  Party  attempts  critically  to  assimilate 
this  living  theory,  lean  from  Its  own  experiences  and  mistakes,  and  use  the 
theory  constructively  and  creatively  In  our  own  country. 

In  accordance  with  its  techlngs,  the  Comunlst  Party  views  Itself  as  a 
pioneering,  vanguard  party  In  the  sams  historical  sense  that  the  Abolitionists 
were  the  vanguard  of  Enenolpatlon.    In  this  view,  the  working  class—the  vast 
exploited  BBjorlty  of  our  eoclety—ln  the  course  of  striving  for  a  better  life 
aust  transform  Itself  Into  the  leader  of  the  nation,  becoming  the  driving  force 
for  progress  and  socialism.    As  part  of  the  class,  the  Communist  Party  sees  It- 
self as  vanguard  because  It  seeks  to  enhance  the  class  consciousness,  the  polit- 
ical understanding  and  the  socialist  awareness  of  the  workers  so  that  they  can 
in  fact  become  the  leaders  of  the  nation.    It  wants  to  Include  among  Its  nem- 
bere  the  most  advanced  wortors,  so  that  In  Its  dally  actlviryeas  part  of  the 
popular  movements  and  In  Its  teachings  the  Party  can  OTpreee  the  present  and 
the  future  Interests,  the  aspirations  and  historic  alms  of  the  working  class, 
in  actions  and  In  terms  moat  widely  understood. 

Marxlom,  the  theory  of  scientific  socialism.  Is  universal;  socialist 
soolety  faaa  a  eoamon  foundation  In  all  countries.   As  with  all  nejor  historical 
changea.  In  the  United  States  also  the  path  to  the  socialist  transition  and  the 
resulting  soclallat  society  will  be  Influsnced  by  world  experience,  by  Inter- 
action and  interplay  among  nations,  and  by  the  exaonples  and  lessons  of  advanced 
socialist  countries. 

Tet,  recent  history  has  demonstrated  that  the  specific  road  taken  by  each 
country  to  soclallam  Is  distinctively  the  product  of  Its  own  history,  as  it  is 
shaped  by  the  conditions  and  movements  prsvalllng  In  that  country.  Socialism 
la  this  country  will  therefore  have  the  distinctive  featurea  of  American  devel- 
opment—the product  of  our  own  history  as  It  la  nede  by  the  efforts  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  to  solve  the  acute  problems  of  our  society  in  Its  present  highly 
developed  stage  of  monopoly  capitalism  and  Imperialism.    Socialism  will  be  bom 
out  of  our  national  striving  for  progress,  with  Its  own  dlatlnctive  contribution 
to  the  future  of  the  world. 

In  the  United  States,  the  actual  transition  to  socialism  lies  In  the  future. 
We  Btm  have  to  pass  through  an  epoch  of  struggles  that  wlU  define  the  path 
to  the  transition  and  its  character.    Tet,  even  now,  the  Issue  of  socialism 
does  present  Iteelf  In  a  epeclal  way  to  the  American  people.    Nor  is  It,  aa 
before,  only  a  natter  of  general  principle  or  perspective,  which  for  the  past 
century  always  Illuminated  the  path  ahead  for  advanced  workers.    In  these  times 
of  now  weapons  of  mutual  annihilation,  the  avoidance  of  war  has  become  a  ques- 
tion of  national  survival.    Competition  between  capitalist  and  socialist  count- 
ries—and especially  between  tt»  two  most  powerful,  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  DhlcB^mist  be  actively  restricted  to  peaceful  processes  If  there  is  to 
be  any  progreea  at  all.    The  first  requirement  of  any  policy  almsd  at  growth 
and  progroas  la  the  fight  for  a  national  policy  of  peaceful  co-existence  with 
the  socialist  nations. 

But  an  active  policy  of  peaceful  co-exletence  with  socialism  necessarily 
Implies  a  recognition  and  understanding  of  the  principles  of  socialist  society. 
And  the  conditions  of  the  world  are  such  that  tils  must  bo  acquired  by  the 
Amsrlcan  people  In  the  midst  of  a  growing,  lively  and  all-pervading  competition 
between  the  two  world  aystems. 

Accordingly,  In  the  minds  of  the  American  people  a  conflict  la  taking 
place  between  the  Ideaa  of  capltallam  and  thoae  of  aoclallsm.    It  touches  upon 
every  wjor  aspect  of  our  aoclal  life,  and  calls  Into  queetlon  many  precepta 
which  were  long  taken  for  granted.    Thla  conatant  reappralaal  la  prodded  by  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  socialist  countries  and  by  the  decline  of  Imperialism, 
with  the  overturn  of  long-established  colonial  hegemonies  and  the  strivings  of 
new  nations  for  social  progress.  In  which  the  soclallbt  alternative  prssenta 
iteelf  strongly. 
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The  ocapBtltlon  between  aoclAllan  and  capltallsn  proceeds  amidst  a  orlela 
of  the  aonopoly  oapltallst  ajateu  Iteelf .    In  tlan,  from  their  own  experlenoei, 
coafclued  with  the  Ijapaot  of  world  eTente,  the  Anerlcao  people  wiu  eooe  to  see 
that  aoolaUaa  can  provide  a  bett«>r  way  of  life  than  capltallsn.    They  will 
ooae  to  fight  for  soolallen  aa  a  national  neoeaslty,  as  the  only  solution  of 
the  orlala  of  the  system. 

The  Cooaunlat  Party  la  therefore  Indispensable  to  the  present  and  to  the 
future  of  Amarloa.    In  Ite  propa«atlaa  of  aoolallat  Ideaa  It  prweents  a  confi- 
dent long-tara  perspeotlTe  for  the  ourrent  struggles  of  the  Anerlcan  people, 
pertinent  to  our  ocodltlona  and  to  the  dlTeotlon  In  which  we  must  seek  a  solu- 
tion.   As  an  Intogrel  part  of  the  labor  oovennnt,  despite  the  tana  and  proscrlp- 
tlcDS  presently  at  work,  In  oloaeet  aaaoclatlcn  with  the  dally  strivings  for  a 
better  life,  Incorruptlbla  and  Indestructible,  the  Comnlat  Party  seeks  to 
assure  the  future  of  o't  oountry  In  the  struft;l"B  of        proesnt  day. 

The  advance  toward  socialism  Is  an  outgrowth  of  the  struggles  for  peace, 
denoomcy  and  soelel  progreaa,  through  whatever  stages  the  struggle  my  have 
to  pass.    In  ths  following  sections,  (m  attanpt  is  made  to  define  the  Conmsilst 
tmaoretandtng  of  the  road  to  socl-lj-i  In  th»  tilolt«>d  States. 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  4 


2.    Peaceful  Co-fcxlstancc 

She  course  of  developnent  within  the  coiaitry  and  recent  rovoiutlonary  change* 
In  the  world  have  affected  the  global  position  of  the  United  States  In  a  funda- 
mental way.    Internally,  as  a  coneequance  of  World  War  11,  monopoly  greatly  ex- 
tended Its  power  over  the  economy  and  In  goverruDent.    Outwardly,  Into  the  Western 
Hemisphere  and  overseas,  U.S.  monopoly  eobarlisd  on  the  greatest  expansionist 
drive  In  Its  history.    Within  world  Imperlallsjn  Itself,  as  a  result  of  the  weak- 
ening of  other  leading  capitalist  countries  by  war  and  by  colonial  revolutions 
while  the  United  States  expanded  eoonoarlcally,  the  United  States  became  by  far 
the  dominant  and  decisive  power. 

These  developmaats  oavu  placed  in  bold  relief  the  critical  Internal  contra- 
dictions of  our  own  society  and  the  antagonism  between  U.S.  moaopoly  capital 
and  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Obscured  for  a  time  by  relatively  iiigii  ecoacmlc  activity,  the  interoal  con- 
tradictions have  nevertheless  corns  to  the  surface.  They  are  seen  in  the  instab- 
ility of  the  economy,  permanent  unemployment,  and  grcwlng  Insecurity  of  Job.  The 
contrast  between  our  great  capacity  to  produce  and  the  incapacity  of  Anorlcan  so- 
ciety to  absorb  the  iiroducte  of  Industry  has  beoooB  more  pronounced.  In  the  pre- 
sence of  a  new  scientific  revolution,  with  its  unparalleled  potential  for  a  better 
life,  our  high  monopoly  economy  Is  showing  itself  unable  to  translate  now  sclent- 
iflc  and  technical  advances  into  social  progress,  either  at  home  or  abroad. 

Over  a  long  period— since  the  iSjO'e— the  leaders  of  Big  BuBlness  have  seen 
economic  expansion  abroeid  as  the  maans  of  overcoming  internal  difficulties,  and 
at  the  seme  tiiiB  increasing  both  their  rate  and  volume  of  profit.    The  extension 
of  the  U.S.  monopoly  frontiers  Into  other  countries  by  direct  capital  investment, 
with  the  aim  of  gaining  control  of  raw  mterials  at  their  source,  exploiting  low- 
wage  labor,  and  creating  protected  marksts  for  surplus  capital  and  products  of 
the  U.S.  econoiy,  is  the  very  essence  of  Imperialism.    To  support  and  encourage 
ncnopoly  expansion  abroad  became  the  core  of  long-range  U.S.  foreign  policy, 
despite  variations  in  methods  and  tactics  at  different  tlmss. 

The  building  of  a  vast  U.S.  monopoly  dmpire— first  in  Latin  Aaorlca  and  then 
overseas  Into  Africa,  Asia  and  the  Middle  East  (together  with  direct  extensions 
of  the  U.S.  corporate  structure  into  Canada  and  Western  Burope)--did  not  talto  the 
usual  colonial  form,  although  soiSB  coloules  and  semi -colonial  strategic  outposts 
were  also  acquired.    The  characteristic  form  of  U.S.  imperialist  expansion  is 
direct  monopoly  inv^istmont  Into  its  own  historically  established  spheres  of  in- 
fluence (like  tile  Western  Hemlsiwere)  or  Into  the  colonial  and  dependent  areas  of 
rival  impsriallsms .    "Free  Access"  or  the  "open  door"  became  the  eeirimrk  of  U.S. 
world  policy,  sustained  particularly  in  the  recent  postwar  period  by  super-araa- 
ment,  nasslve  foreign  military  aid,  regional  military  blocs,  and  a  farfiung  net- 
work of  strategic  bases  on  all  continents. 

Despite  pretensions  to  democracy  and  progress,  the  dominant  trend  of  U.S. 
Big  Business  Interests  is  to  ally  themselves  with  the  most  reactionary  forces 
abroad  in  order  to  protect  their  Investments  and  to  obstruct  and  retard  democrat- 
ic revolutions  and  national  developaant,  while  at  home  the  consequentt-- increase  of 
monopoly  power  encourages  reaction  and  undermines  democracy.    Antl^jolonlalisa  is 
utilized  up  to  a  certain  point  by  U.S.  monopoly  to  break  Into  the  preserves  of 
rival  Imperialisms.    But  when  confronted  with  the  revolutionary  upsurge  against 
colonialism,  especially  in  the  recent  period,  the  United  States  either  Itself 
intervened  militarily  or,  sometlmas-  under  cover  of  neutrality,  used  Its  Influence 
and  power  In  an  effort  to  sustain  the  underlying  Imperialist  relationship  when 
changes  in  the  old  colonial  structure  could  no  longer  be  avoided. 

Pecent  fundamental  changes  In  the  world  have  created  a  crisis  for  the  tradi- 
tional expansionist  policy,  with  profound  repercussions  upon  the  Internal  life  of 
the  country.  The  freedom  of  action  of  Imperialism  In  general  and  of  Aaerlcan  im- 
perialism in  particular  Is  severely  ciroumecrlbed  by  these  changes.  "Free  access" 
to  large  areas  of  the  world  has  been  shut  off  by  socialism  and  it  is  being  cut 
down  by  revolutionary  nationalism. 

The  United  States  has  become  the  loading  power  of  world  capitalism  when  the 
orbit  of  capitalism  Itself  is  curtailed  drastically  by  the  progress  of  socialism. 
It  has  become  the  nsinstay  of  world  imperialism  when  imperialism  Itself  is  dis- 
integrating and  is  no  longer  dominant  with  respect  to  the  greater  part  of  nanklnd. 
It  seeks  to  dominate  other  capitalist  countries  when  capitalism  Itself  Is  In  a  new 
acute  phase  of  general  crisis,  and  each  power,  having  recovered  from  the  war, 
seeks  to  save  its  system  from  collapse  at  the  expense  of  other  powers.    This  Is 
the  essence  of  the  central  contradiction  In  the  world  position  of  U.S.  monopoly 
capitalism  In  this  period. 
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ThB  baelo  quBstlon  of  world  politics  in  our  epoch  le  to  provont  tn  oTTort  to 
peeolvB  thiB  contradiction       neana  of  a  devastating  nuclear  var.    In  the  Coimun- 
iBt  vlow,  the  danger  of  var  le  rooted  In  the  very  nature  and  operation  of  laonopoly 
and  imperlallein.    The  cold  war  aa  It  developed  In  the  period  after   World  War  II 
is  the  specific  product  of  the  expansionist  drive  of  U.S.  monopoly  for  control  of 
the  world.    It  rests  eeeentlally  on  the  actual  use  or  the  threat  to  use  overwhela- 
Ing  military  and  economic  power  to  contain  and  subvert  sociallsiD  and  the  colonial 
revolutions,  while  seeking  to  subordinate  to  American  Big  Business  all  other  lead- 
ing capitalist  countries,  as  well  as  the  now  nations  striving  for  Industrial  and 
social  developoBnt.    Its  motivating  force  Is  the  drive  for  maximum  profits,  which 
Is  the  very  law  of  monopoly.    Progreealve  social  change  wherever  it  mj  occur  Is 
oppoeed  by  monopoly  as  a  threat  to  Ita  privileges,  which  are  grounded  In  the  old 
social  order  everywhere. 

The  cold  war  policy  can  lead  only  to  disaster,  because  It  Is  based  on  the 
Bupposltlon  that  Imperialism  still  rules  the  world  as  of  old,  whereas  In  fact 
Imperialism  Is  no  longer  dominant  In  the  world.    If  pursued,  the  cold  war  policy 
can  lead  to  tim  Isolation  of  the  United  States.     Kven  worse.  It  can  carry  us 
Into  a  nuclear  war  In  which  this  country  as  well  as  all  other  belligerents  could 
be  devaatated  by  the  new  weapons  of  total  destruction.    The  only  alternative  la 
a  policy  of  peaceful  coexistence  among  all  nations.  Irrespective  of  the  nature  of 
their  social  systema  and  level  of  national  developosnt. 

Such  a  change  of  course  requires  a  political  atruggle  In  the  (felted  States 
for  a  loog-rangs  peace  policy  based  on  the  realities  of  the  new  world  structure. 
SoclSLllsm  Is  here  to  stay  In  all  the  countries  where  it  has  already  been  estab- 
lished, and  It  Is  a  thriving  and  growing  system.    The  era  of  colonialism  and  of 
other  forma  of  Imperialist  domination  le  cooing  to  an  end  --  In  Latin  Aserlca,  as 
well  as  In  Africa,  the  Middle  East  and  Asia.    The  rapid  progress  of  socialism  In 
the  Soviet  Union,  China  and  the  other  people 'a  democraclea  haa  become  the  now 
focua  of  world  developosnt.    Theee  are  the  realltlea  which  require,  aa  a  matter 
of  national  osceaslty,  which  Is  peace,  a  turn  from  the  cold  war  to  a  national 
policy  of  peaceful  coexistence  with  the  Soviet  Union,  the  leading  power  of  the 
socialist  world.    Cooperation  for  peace  between  the  ttelted  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  la  the  pivot  of  peace  In  the  present-day  world.    It  can  become  the  determin- 
ing factor  that  will  bring  all  countries  •-  capitalist,  eoclallst  and  nswly  devel- 
oping nations  --  within  the  orbit  of  a  world  peace  dlploiecy. 

To  replace  the  cold  war  policy  with  a  national  diplomacy  of  peaceful  co- 
existence requires  an  all-elded  atruggle  directed  at  curbing  the  pcwer  of  monopoly 
at  home,  farcing  It  Into  neceaeaiy  coDceaalons  and  adairtatlons  to  a  policy  of 
negotiations,  mutual  dlsarmment,  abolition  of  nuclear  weapons,  military  dlaen- 
gagemsnts,  non-intervention  in  domestic  affairs  of  other  nations,  and  other  pol- 
icies essential  to  peace.    This  is  a  realizable  and  workable  alternative  to  the 
cold  war  in  the  present  world  structure. 

CooBunlsts  believe  that  such  a  tuni  Is  «de  possible  by  the  conjuncture  of 
world  and  domestic  forc«s,  which  raises  realistic  prospects  in  the  period  before 
uB  of  draatlcally  restricting  and  fmatratlng  the  world  expansionism  of  monopoly. 
On  a  global  scale,  socialist  progress  and  other  revolutionary  changes  within  the 
outmoded  imperialist  structurs,  as  well  aa  the  mounting  atrength  of  the  labor  and 
democratic  movementa  In  many  countries,  create  confidence  that  the  forces  of  peace 
are  strong  enough  to  prevent  aggression  leading  to  war. 

Furtheroore,  the  prospect  that  the  socialist  countries  wltbln  a  decade  will 
exceed  the  economic  level  of  the  capitalist  world,  with  corresponding  social  and 
democratic  advanoea,  means  that  we  will  be  approaching  a  situation  In  which  it 
will  be  poBslbla  to  eliminate  the  very  danger  of  war,  even  while  the  United  States 
and  other  countries  remain  capitalist.    Therefore,  the  possibility  existe  In  the 
real  relation  of  foroes,  and  in  the  course  of  actual  world  developtent,  of  turning 
aside  those  drives  of  reaction  and  monopoly  which  generate  the  war  danger.  This 
can  be  achieved  by  a  parallel  or  comblnsd  struggle  of  all  those  within  the  coun- 
try who  see  the  necessity  for  ending  the  cold  war  and  all  world  forces  that  stand 
for  peace. 

Theee  promising  prospects  should  not  obscure  the  very  real  war  dangers  that 
still  exist  in  the  propensity  of  die-hard  imperialluts  to  obstruct,  contain  and 
subvert  all  progreesive  social  and  nationalist  movements.  Nor  can  the  danger  be 
overlooked  that  political  develoFoants  in  the  United  States  Itself  nay  proceed  in 
the  reactionary  direction,  should  dominant  monopoly  sectors  be  left  free  to  pur- 
sue a  faaelet  course.  In  response  to  the  Internal  and  world  crisis  of  the  system, 
thufl  creating  new  war  tensions.  Therefore,  the  struggle  by  the  people  for  a  dem- 
ocratic way  out  of  the  growing  eoclal  crisis  la  the  United  States  In  the  period 
Isnedlately  ahead  can  prove  declslvv  with  respect  to  peace. 
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CoaBnmlstB  do  not  vlev  tbe  flgtt  for  peace  ae  a  taotic  or  DBneurar,  alasd  at 
seetirlog  ezclusl-ve  advantages  for  the  aoclallst  world,  or  any  power  In  It.    Hor  do 
they  consider  It  a  meane  of  advancing  their  own  party  intereata  in  tl»  United 
States.    They  consider  peace  realizable  In  the  preaent  worM  otnwtitpo.    Thoy  do 
not  bide  their  view  that  soolallen  as  a  system  of  society  Is  superior  to  capitalian 
and  that  accordingly,  as  a  result  of  the  historical  process,  soolallem  will  win  In 
the  coBpetltlon  of  the  two  systems.   With  this  firm  confidence  In  progress,  and 
vltb  tbelr  conviction  that  the  peace  forces  the  world  over  are  strong  enough  to 
pr»v»nt  war.  It  would  be  sheer  madness  for  Co«Bmmlsts  to  count  on  soclallsa  arising 
trtm  nuclear  devastation  and  death. 

In  the  CooBunlBt  approach,  peace  Is  a  basic  aim,  like  social  progress  and  soc- 
iallBB  itself.    It  Is  mlstaksn  to  place  the  problem  as  If  peace  were  realizable 
only  through  soclallam.    It  Is  true  that  socialist  society  Intrinsically  generates 
peace,  vhlls  capitalism  gives  birth  to  the  war  danger.    But  In  this  era  of  social- 
1st  progress  and  Imperialist  disintegration,  when  extended  peaoe-ful  ooezlstenoe 
betwean  tho  ■yBtems  Is  possible  of  aohlevwment  and  has  becow  a  necessity  of  the 
veiy  life  of  nations,  the  slogan  of  "peace  through  soclaOlsm"  Ignores  the  aotuallty 
that  nates  paaoe  poaslble  In  our  time. 

Hor  Is  the  opposite  view  —  "socialism  through  peace"      an  accurate  reflec- 
tion of  the  real  situation.    Soclallsa,  or  social  progress  In  general,  does  not 
•utooatletOly  follow  from  peace;  the  fight  for  peace  and  the  struggle  for  social 
irogress  are  Inaeparabls . 

Peace  and  demooraoy,  peace  and  full  employment,  peace  and  social  progress  -- 
thle  la  the  way  CosnuDlBts  see  the  problem.  The  cause  of  peace  and  the  cause  of 
■oolal  progress  are  Interwoven  In  all  phases.  ?ull  employmsnt  In  a  peace  economy 
Is  the  only  kind  of  full  euployment  worth  fighting  for.  full  employment  In  a  war 
aoononv  ■eoaa  death.  A  deaocretlc  and  cultural  revival  In  the  land  Is  Inconcelv- 
abXs  vlthoot  the  end  of  the  cold  war  and  a  constant  struggle  to  assure  peace. 
Oreater  aeeurlty  of  Job  and  of  life  Itself  Is  today  the  product  of  economic  and 
teaocxatle  atruggles  of  the  great  nasses  of  people. 

If  Coanmlats  considered  the  fight  for  peace  msrely  a  tactic,  they  could  have 
•hed  It  to  avoid  ostraclom  and  persecution  at  all  l«vels  of  conaunlty  and  public 
lifis,  Ineludlag  prison  and  loss  of  Jobs,  and  constant  slander  as  foreign  agents  and 
traitors.   Because  they  considered  peace  funda»ntal  to  the  security  and  progress 
of  the  Aaarloaa  people,  during  the  hel^t  of  the  cold  war  and  the  antl-Coaomnlat 
ernsade,  and  dasplte  the  baas  and  expulsions  In  the  trade  unions,  the  Comunlata 
eonataatly  oppoaed  the  self-defeating  foreign  policy  and  Its  accompaniments  of  re- 
aotlott  In  doMBtle  affair*.   Together  with  other  Uks-alnded  Amerloans,  they  fought 
for  peaceful  ooexlatenoe  for  they  believed  this  was  the  way  to  uphold  the  genuine 
aatlaaal  intarerta  of  the  United  States. 

Ib  the  past  and  today,  the  Communist  opposition  to  the  oold  war  policy  of 
their  govemaent  arlaes  froa  real  concern  for  the  future  of  the  country.  Comunlsta 
•upport  the  peaoe  dlploncy  of  the  Soviet  lltalon  and  other  socialist  eountrlsa  not 
tooanae  they  are  aemta  of  these  governments,  or  because  they  feel  cconltted  In  ad- 
vaaoe  to  anything  aoclallst  states  ny  propose.    The  ftet  Is  that  the  Soviet  Onion 
and  other  aoolallst  countries  have  followed  consistently  a  policy  of  peaceful  eo- 
•xlateBoe,  as  la  recognized  by  many  non-Conaunlsts  as  well.    Such  a  policy  has  be - 
eoBB  a  national  nseesslty  for  all  countries.    It  la  the  recognition  of  this  neoes- 
8l^  by  their  crwn  goTsmaent  that  American  Coanunlsts  consider  the  principal  task 
in  the  field  of  foreign  policy.    They  support  all  steps  or  aspects  of  policy  which 
■ove  la  that  direction. 

Obviously,  the  advoeates  of  peace  In  the  tkilted  States  by  far  outnumber  those 
vho  reeognlM  monopoly  and  laperlallan  as  the  source  of  the  war  danger.  Although 
Comalats  expound  their  own  Tlewa  on  the  ntter,  the  question  of  rssponslblllty 
for  the  cold  war  cannot  be  mmltted  to  stand  In  the  way  of  a  united  democratic 
•truggis  for  peace  oa  the  broadeat  eonnan  grounds.   The  CoKialsts  thsrefore  adopt 
as  •  taotloal  orientation  the  policy  of  eomon  action  and  united  front  with  all 
•XsaBnts  —  no  matter  of  what  class  or  political  Ideology  ->  that  agree  on  initial 
steps  to  end  the  cold  war  and  on  the  necessity  of  a  nsw  long-rangs  national  poUcy 
of  peaceful  ooezlstenoe. 

Together  with  othere  In  the  labor  aovesmt,  the  CooBttmlsts  have  opposed  the 
policy  of  the  dominant  trade  union  leadership  In  support  of  the  cold  war  and  nuc- 
lear aims  race,  as  detrimental  alike  to  the  Interests  of  labor  and  of  the  nation. 
They  will  oontlnus  to  fight  in  labor's  ranks  for  a  policy  of  peace  baeed  on  Inter- 
national labor  solidarity,  total  dlsarmanent,  eui«lng  monopoly's  drive  for  nazlaw 
profits  at  hons  and  abroad,  full  employment  In  a  demilitarised  peaoe  economy,  and 
recognition  of  the  principles  of  non-interference  In  the  domsetlc  affaire  of  othsr 
nations,  national  Independence  against  Imperialism,  and  eo-operetloo  for  peace  with 
the  socialist  eoimtriee. 

### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  5 

3.  Competition  Between  tha  Two  Syeteme 

Competition  between  the  two  woria  eyBteme  of  capltallgm  and  •oolallem  la  the 
earmark  of  our  era.    The  outcoms  of  this  competition  determlnoe       tt»  course  of 
world  hletory  In  thie  period.    CommunletB  believe  that  under  the  new  condltlone 
the  Intor-aystem  competition  can  and  should  be  actively  kept  within  peaceful 
bounds,  In  the  common  Interest  of  aU  bumnlty  and  In  the  national  Interest  of 
every  nation.    Furthermore,  they  believe  that  there  can  and  should  be  positive 
cooperation  betwean  capitalist  and  socialist  countries  to  settle  world  disputes 
by  negotiations,  to  achieve  total  dlsanMsnt,  and  to  Increase  trade  and  cultural- 
scientific  interchange  among  tl»m. 

Such  cooperation  can  prove  to  be  mutually  advantageous.    Under  conditions  of 
active  peaceful  coexistence,  present-day  socialist  society  can  proceed  niorti  ofn,c«- 
Ively  and  more  swiftly  to  create  the  economic  level  at  which  communism  can  begin 
to  emerge.    In  a  conmunlet  society,  as  Marx  said,  together  with  the  all -elded  de- 
velopment of  the  Individual,  the  production  forces  also  will  grow,  and  all  the 
sources  of  social  wealth  will  flow  more  abundantly.    On  this  basis  society  will 
be  able  to  Inscribe  on  Its  banner:    '7rom  each  according  to  hie  ability,  to  each 
according  to  hie  need."    All  atepe  to  eliminate  Intervention  and  hostile  pressures 
from  tba  capltallat  world  will  enhance  among  the  socialist  countries  themselves 
the  process  of  cooperation  according  to  the  principles  of  ttolr  society.  Togeth- 
er, they  will  develop,  more  fully  and  freely,  planned  proportional  developnent, 
realized  through  mutual  help  and  fraternal  cooperation  in  the  form  of  an  lnt«ma- 
tlonal  socialist  division  of  labor,  speolalliatlon  and  coordination  of  production. 
Accordingly,  they  will  better  be  able  to  realize  the  proclalrod  aim  of  entering 
Into  the  higher  phase  of  communist  society  more  or  leas  almultaneoualy. 

Cooperation  to  assure  peace  and  the  extension  of  trade  and  cultural -scient- 
ific Interchange  wiu  also  serve  the  beat  Interests  of  tf*  Ansrlcan  people.  Under 
present -day  conditions,  and  In  view  of  the  trend  of  world  developiBnt,  peace  la  a 
national  Interest  of  the  United  States,  the  recognition  of  which  by  all  sections 
of  the  population  and  all  claesos  has  becoao  a  matter  of  national  necessity.  In 
addition  to  this  overriding  Interest,  such  cooperation  leading  to  total  dlsarma- 
n»nt  offers  an  effective  means  of  relieving  the  burden  of  unemployment,  taxes  and 
Inflation,  of  developing  our  science  and  technology  for  peaceful  rather  than  de- 
structive purpoaea,  and  of  reducing  the  Influence  In  our  national  life  of  milit- 
arism and  other  reactionary  forces  which  are  nourlahed  by  a  war  psychosis. 

Cooperation  for  peace  and  related  alms  develops  within  the  framework  of  a 
fundamental  competition  between  capitalist  and  socialist  societies,  the  basic 
principles  of  which  are  dlamstrlcally  opposed.    Active  peaceful  co-existence  pro- 
vides the  opportunity  for  the  fullest,  freest  and  non-violent  working  out  of  this 
historic  competition.  In  Its  many  aspects  and  phneos.    Active  peaceful  co-exlat- 
ence  cannot  help  but  have  an  Important  Influence  upon  the  national  policies  of 
both  capitalist  and  socialist  nations,  and  even  upon  certain  aspects  of  Internal 
development.    But  each  aoclal  eyateo,  eaaentlally,  will  continue  to  develop  In 
accordance  with  ita  objective  laws,  and  each  nation,  moreover,  along  the  lines  of 
Its  peculiar  hiatorlcal  background  and  structure. 

It  would,  therefore,  bo  erroneous  to  consider  peaceful  competition  as  para- 
mount to  the  suspension  of  social  confllcta,  to  the  muting  of  the  claas  struggle, 
and  to  the  freezing  of  world  relations.  On  the  contrary.  Inter-system  competi- 
tion la  a  dynamic  condition.  Itself  tt»  outcome  of  the  conflict  of  forces  at  home 
and  on  a  world  scale,  and  In  turn  leading  to  furtiwr  changes  In  the  world  struct- 
ure. There  Is  no  ground  for  the  supposition  that  competition  between  the  systems 
Implies  In  any  nanoar  the  stabilization  of  capitalism.  The  etatus  of  capitalism 
Is  determined  eaaentlally  by  Ita  own  contradictions,  which  operate  In  the  direc- 
tion of  the  eventual  replacement  of  capitalism  by  eoclallem.  The  present  trend 
of  world  development  leads  to  deeper  contradictions  within  the  capitalist  ayateo 
and  toward  a  still  more  acute  phase  of  the  general  crisis  of  the  system. 

At  he  present  time  In  the  United  States,  there  Is  beginning  to  take  shape 
two  principal  and  opposing  views  with  respect  to  the  competition  of  systems.  On 
the  one  side,  there  are  powerful  monojwly  and  reactionary  forces  which  present 
competition  from  the  eoclallet  world  aa  a  threat  to  the  United  States,  and  attempt 
to  use  this  alleged  threat  as  a  pretense  for  an  all-round  attack  upon  the  living 
standards,  democratic  liberties  and  peaceful  aspirations  of  the  groat  majority  of 
the  American  people.    These  forces  vould  continue  the  sold  war,  and  to  that  end 
they  obstruct  and  oppose  all  stomps  towards  a  national  policy  of  peaceful  oo- 
exlstenco.    On  the  otl»r  side,  there  Is  the  view  that  competition  between  the 
eyatoms  should  be  turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  Amsrlcan  people  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  now  ground  to  Improve  the  conditions  of  the  people,  preserve  democracy 
and  further  the  causa  of  peace.    Coiominlats  share  this  vlev. 
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Ae  much  as  the  Commimlst  Party  would  like  to  see  the  United  States  cone  out 
the  vlotor  In  the  peaceful  competition  of  syetemB,  this  cannot  be  realized  aa 
long  aa  the  United  States  renelna  capitalist,    D\jo  to  the  economic  lead  held  by 
the  United  States,  It  will  bo  able  to  remain,  ahead  of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  lead- 
ing Boclallot  nation,  for  soma  years.    In  the  longer  run,  however  —  and  thia  may 
well  be  within  a  decade  or  so  —  a  capitalist  United  States  will  lose  the  compet- 
ition, as  the  USSR  emerges  as  the  leading  world  economic  power,  with  the  highest 
level  of  the  economy  and  with  the  greater  production  per  person,  resulting  In 
higher  standards  of  living,  culture,  education,  science,  and  of  the  Individual's 
personal  security  and  freedom.    This  Is  because  socialism  la  proving  Itself  able 
to  exceed  tie  American  rate  of  economic  growth  by  three  or  four  tines,  to  nake 
much  more  rational  use  of  Ita  la-oductlon  and  of  science,  and  to  plan  Ita  develop- 
ment along  balanced  lines. 

But  the  more  fact  that  in  the  long  r\m  capitalism  will  lose  the  competition 
with  socialism,  and  Is  already  beginning  to  lose  It  in  some  essential  respects, 
does  not  mean  that  the  road  to  progress  Is  closed  for  the  United  States.    In  truth. 
If  monopoly  la  permitted  by  the  American  people  to  exploit    the  competition  of 
systems  for  its  own  exclusive  narrow  Intereata  not  only  will  the  conditions  of 
life  In  the  country  deteriorate  In  every  respect,  but  peace  Itself  will  be  endang- 
ered.   Thus  the  voiy  possibility  of  keeping  Inter-eyatem  competition  within  peace- 
ful bounds  depends,  to  a  decisive  degree,  upon  the  regeneration  of  those  forces  of 
democracy  and  progress  In  the  United  States  that  can  limit  and  Impede  the  free 
play  of  monopoly  In  our  economy  and  In  government.    The  present  world  structure, 
and  the  direction  of  world  events,  are  favorable  to  such  a  revival. 

Communists  take  the  view  that  the  wide  gap  In  the  rates  of  growth  as  between 
capitalism  and  socialism  can  be  narrowed,  to  the  benefit  of  the  American  people 
and  to  world  peace,  as  the  result  of  the  regeneration  of  the  democratic  nfias  move- 
mant.    Monopoly  capital  creates  ita  own  obstaclea  to  economic  growth,  which  are 
built  into  the  system,  and  moreover,  more  economic  growth  under  capitalism  is  not 
necessarily  translated  into  social  progress,  as  under  socialism.    To  counter-act 
the  retarding  influence  of  monopoly  and  to  assure  benefits  to  the  people  from  new 
eoonomlc  advancea,  an  all-round  atruggle  against  monopoly  Is  necessary  to  curb  Its 
power  in  the  econoqy  and  in  government,  to  Impede  the  drive  for  maximum  profits, 
and  to  obtain  the  maximum  economic  growth  possible  under  present-day  capitalism. 
This  means  a  struggle  of  all  our  democratic  forces,  and  especially  labor,  for  a 
full -employment  peac«  economy,  for  defense  and  extension  of  democracy,  and  for 
structural  reforms  that  will  limit  the  power  of  monopoly  and  increase  the  power 
of  the  popular  forcoa  to  Intervene  in  the  direction  of  the  economy  and  of  govern- 
ment. 

In  our  society,  an  accelerated  rate  of  growth  can  be  achieved  only. in  spite 
of  monopoly  and  in  the  fight  against  it.    When  big  buaineaa  can  operate  at  a 
profit  at  less  than  half  capacity,  and  when  it  can  gather  In  an  increasing  share 
of  the  vurplue  produced  in  the  entire  economy,  monopoly  has  no  incentive  to  raise 
the  tempo  of  industrial  growth,    if  the  economy  laga  at  a  stagnant  level,  using 
only  a  part  of  existing  capacity,  this  is  not  due  to  faulty  economic  policies;  it 
arises  from  the  very  nature  of  monopoly  capitalism.    If  the  economy  is  to  approach 
a  condition  of  full  production  and  full  employment  under  conditions  of  peace,  there 
win  have  to  be  much  more  radical  Interference  with  the  prerogatives  and  privi- 
leges of  monopoly  than  most  reform  programs  envision.    Monopoly  will  have  to  be 
fought,  counter-acted.  Its  mode  of  control  and  operation  severely  restricted  -- 
all  of  which  can  result  only  from  great  struggles  of  the  people, 

American  monopoly  attempts  to  meet  the  competition  of  world  socialism  at  the 
expense  of  the  American  people.  Communists  believe,  and  attempt  to  convince  every- 
one concerned,  that  the  American  labor  and  democratic  movement  must  come  to  under- 
stand the  relation  between  the  frustration  of  imperialism  in  the  world  and  the 
curbing  of  monopoly  at  home,  if  they  are  going  to  overcome  the  stagnation  and  de- 
cay arising  from  monopoly,  and  thus  open  the  road  to  the  rapid  growth  of  which  our 
country  Is  capable. 


### 
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l*.    The  Curront  Struggle  and  the  Socialist  Aim 

ComimmlBtB  havB  alwaye  held,  and  believe  today,  that  the  declalvo  question 
of  the  struggle  for  socialism  Is  the  transfer  of  state  power  to  the  vorklng  class 
and  Its  allies.    This  has  taken  place  In  different  ways,  according  to  t)»  specific 
olrcumstances  of  the  country  and  the  tlnee.    The  Soviet  form  of  ti»  dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat  was  the  product  of  the  revolutionary  struggle  against  taarlem 
and  capitalism  In  Russia.    After  World  War  II,  the  vorklng  class  and  Its  allies 
oams  to  power  In  Eastern  Eu»pe  and  then  In  China  and  other  Asian  lands  as  the 
result  of  a  struggle  and  under  conditions  radically  different  from  those  of  the 
Soolallat  Revolution  of  1917  In  Russia.    The  states  of  people's  denccracy  which 
caire  Into  existence  took  on  the  function  of  the  proletarlao  dlotatorehlp  and  fxil- 
flU  that  role  today. 

In  the  present  period.  In  the  now  world  relation  of  forces,  many  new  varia- 
tions my  emerge  along  the  road  to  the  transfer  of  power  to  the  working  class  and 
Its  allies,  as  well  as  In  the  ensuing  form  of  proletarian  rule.  Already  early  In 
the  postwar  period,  the  U.S.  Coianunlst  Party  —  as  well  as  the  British,  French, 
Italian  emd  others  saw  in  the  new  world  situation  then  emerging  the  posaltll- 
Itles  of  a  peaceful  democratic  struggle  for  aoolallsn.  With  the  further  growth 
of  the  forces  of  peace,  democracy  and  socialism,  the  XXth  Congress  (195^)  and  the 
12-Party  declAi«tlon  (1957)  expressed  prevailing  world  CooBunlst  opinion  when  they 
emphasUed  the  prospects  for  a  great  multiplicity  of  forme,  Including  the  possib- 
ility In  a  number  of  countries  of  a  parllanentarr  transition  to  socialism,  without 

These  nev  prospects  of  advance  to  socialism  are  Ineeparable  from  the  struggle 
to  preTsnt  another  global  war.    In  conaeotlon  with  the  Seven-Tear  Plan  of  the  Sov- 
iet Onion,  the  XHet  Congress  (1959)  raised  the  bold  prospect  of  not  only  prevent- 
ing war  in  the  period  ahead  but,  going  beyond  this,  the  elimination  of  the  war 
danger,  even  while  peirt  of  the  world  renins  capitalist.    The  very  struggle  by 
the  peace  forces  the  world  over  to  realize  such  possibilities  stimulates  social 
progress;    further  sucoesses  in  the  fight  for  peace  would  greatly  favor  the  forces 
of  dsaoeraoy  and  socialism. 

As  countries  recently  freed  from  colonialism  or  fighting  Its  renuants  take 
the  socialist  path  nsny  new  features  vlll  be  revealed.    Certainly,  still  other 
DBV  features  will  be  displayed  as  countries  of  highly  developed  capitalism  and  a 
deraoeratlo  political  structure  advance  toward  socialism. 

Whatever  now  features  and  forms  appear,  the  only  now  stage  of  society  poss- 
ible in  the  United  States  Is  socialism.    The  recent  history  of  Ansrloan  capitalism 
fully  dononstpates  Wnln's  basic' conclusion  that  Imperialism  or  manopoly  capital- 
ism Is  a  stage  of  capitalism, the  highest  or  last  stage.    Monopoly  Is  not  a  super- 
structure built  upon  froe-competltlon  capitalism}  It  Is  the  very  structure  of 
present-day  capitalism  In  ti»  United  States,  although  still  retaining  aany  ele- 
aonts  of  the  earlier  free -competition  stage.    Monopoly  grew  out  of  free  competi- 
tion, Increasingly  replaced  and  subordinated  It,  and  transformed  the  structure  of 
the  economy.    It  Is  therefore  Impossible  to  go  back  to  a  free -competition,  non- 
monopoly  stage  of  capitalism  by  removing  monopoly  from  capitalism.    The  "removal" 
of  monopoly  oan  result  only  In  the  next  stage  of  society,  socialism. 

The  highest  level  of  productive  forces  possible  under  capitalism  Is  reached 
in  Its  monopoly  stage,  and  the  United  States  demonstrates  the  very  high  level  to 
which  tl»y  can  bo  developed.    But  by  the  same  process,  the  concentration  of  mon- 
opoly power  Is  also  pushed  to  the  eitroms,  thereby  building  up  the  actual  and 
potential  tendency  of  monopoly  to  restrict  the  dovelopmsnt  of  the  productive 
forces.    Thus  Is  accentuated  in  a  particularly  marhBd  form  the  basic  contradic- 
tion botWBon  the  over  growing  potential  of  the  forces  of  production  and  the  r«- 
strlctlvo  role  of  tl»  capitalist  relations  of  production.    This  contradiction  can 
bo  resolved  decisively  only  by  freeing  the  productive  forces  from  monopoly  capital, 
80  that  tl»y  con  bo  utilized  fully  for  human  bettemont  and  social  progress.  And 
this  must  of  nocoseity  entail  a  fundamental  social  transformation  which  abolishes 
the  capitalist  relatione  of  production,  founded  on  private  ownership  of  the  basic 
economy  and  on  tl»  exploitation  of  labor,  and  establishes  socialist  relations  of 
production,  based  on  pilblle  ownership  and  the  abolition  of  class  exploitation. 

Accordingly,  ttero  can  arise  no  intormodiate  stage  of  Aaorican  society  In 
between  present-day  capitalism  and  socialism.    Therefore,  the  nev  forms  and  feat- 
ures ttait  nay  arise  on  tl»  road  to  worklng-clssB  rule  in  this  country  would  not 
be  aasoclatod  with  earn  new  intermediate  form  of  society,  as  soon  by  reformism 


COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT  2225 


ItallBt  nor  aoclallat. 

HoweTOr,  tlie  Jfcrrlet  view  that  IntomBdlat©  stagBB  of  society  aro  linpooolbl* 
in  the  United  States  establlahes  only  the  long-range  perspective .  Mirxlata  must 
recognize  the  need  for  stagea  or  lovela  In  the  development  of  the  maa  novomBnt 
during  the  entire  period  before  Boclallam  which  are  related  to  the  concrete  econ- 
omic, social  and  political  Isauea  for  which  the  people  fight  In  preaont-day  soci- 
ety. They  ahould  alao  fully  appreciate  the  role  of  actual  and  developing  strug- 
gles for  social  and  structural  reform  by  the  working  class  and  the  popular  forces 
as  they  eeeic  to  secure  peace,  defend  and  extend  democracy,  achieve  Negro  fro«don 
and  safeguard  living  conditions. 

Accordingly,  a  distinction  must  bo  made  between  the  Imnedlate  progrom,whlch 
pertains  to  the  entire  period  of  struggle  against  monopoly,  and  the  long-range 
program,  which  relates  to  the  future  transition  to  aoclallam.    No  wall  exlete 
between  the  two,  either  In  tlwory  or  In  life.    A  definite  relationship  eilets  not 
only  In  tlma  (immediate  and  long-range),  but  Integrally.    The  way  In  which  the 
struggle  against  monopoly  proceeds,  the  role  of  the  working  claaa  and  Ita  succeaa 
In  forging  and  loading  strategic  alliances,  the  political  form  In  which  the  antl- 
monopoly  coalition  or  united  front  against  monopoly  Is  eiprosaod--all  thla  affects 
the  particular  approach  toward  worklng-clasa  rule  aa  well  as  the  nannor  and  the 
shape  of  the  socialist  solution.    The  way  In  which  this  country  embracea  aoclallam 
will  bo  decided  not  only  by  the  particular  social  crisis  In  the  future  from  which 
socialism  will  emerge  and  by  the  world  situation  at  the  time,  but  also,  and  per- 
haps decisively,  by  the  progreas  of  the  struggle  for  peace  and  democracy,  and  the 
political  form  this  aasunos.  In  the  period  now  before  us. 

The  central  objective  of  the  Immadlate  program  of  tho  Communists  la  related 
both  to  the  Immediate  struggles  and  to  the  long-range  goal.    It  arise a  from  an 
outstanding  chajactorlstle  of  the  American  developDsnt.    This  Is  the  historic  lag 
in  the  class,  jnlltlcal  and  socialist  consciousness  of  tl^  working  claaa  ae  com- 
pared with  tito  very  high  level  of  material  readiness  of  the  country  for  soclallam 
(the  high  productivity  of  the  economy  combined  with  the  complex  social  integration 
of  laboff).    The  overcoming  of  this  lag  is  a  process,  and  It  would  be  entirely  ahem- 
atlo.  to  see  It  as  a  series  of  stages  culminating  In  the  final  stage  of  aoclallat 
cn^reness.    The  level  of  maturity  of  the  working  class  Is  a  product  of  diverse 
factors  acting  simultaneously:    changes  In  the  objective  situation  at  home  and 
in  the  world,  the  Initiative  of  monopoly,  tho  struggles  of  the  workers  and  popular 
forces  against  offensives  of  reaction,  the  Influence  upon  them  of  aoclallat  pro- 
gress and  national  liberation  In  the  world,  the  strength  and  the  capacity  for 
leadership  of  tho  working  class  party.    The  unity  of  the  working  class  and  Its 
©mergence  as  an  Independent  force  are  achieved  In  struggle,  In  tho  course  of  which 
the  workers  get  rid  of  various  Illusions  about  capitalism,  overcome  opportunism 
In  the  labor  movement,  mature  their  political  vanguard  party,  and  move  Into  lead- 
ership of  tho  entire  nation.    But  thla  cannot  take  place  all  at  once.    It  is  more 
or  less  a  lengthy  process,  and  Is  neooaaarlly  closely  linked  with  the  taaks  and 
IsBues  of  the  period. 

The  tasks  and  Issues  of  the  present  period  revolve  around  the  questions  of 
peace,  democracy,  Negro  rights  and  economic  security,  with  peace  as  central  to 
all- others.    These  tasks  are  democratic  in  ccotent  because  the  struggle  for  their 
roallzatlon  involves  as  a  common  denominator  the  defense  and  extension  of  democ- 
racy and  can  reault  In  aignlf leant  social  progress  under  preaont-day  condltlona. 
Such  advancea  can  be  made,  providing  the  working  class  leads  the    struggle,  Join- 
ing In  action  and  alliance  with  the  Negro  people,  the  nsaa  of  famera,  and  the 
urban  middle  strata.    In  the  Communist  view,  the  Interaction  and  merging  of  such 
struggles  move  in  the  direction  of  a  united  front  against  monopoly,  which  la  the 
n»ln  barrier  to  peace  and  aocial  progroaa,  and  the  prime  source  of  reaction  and 
tho  war  danger.    Such   a  united  front  Is  necessary,  for  monopoly  can  and  will  bo 
curbed  and  its  strength  undermined  only  if  it  is  confronted  with  a  powerful  united 
front  movenent  deeply  rooted  in  the  working  class,  which  la  the  leading  social 
force.    Such  a  democratic  united  front  against  monopoly,  the  Communists  believe, 
woold  have  to  act  politically,  and  it  needs  a  party  new  in  subatance,  independent 
of  monopoly.    Such  a  people 'a  party,  embodying  the  leading  role  of  labor  and  givln; 
political  expression  and  direction  to  the  common  anti-monopoly  struggle,  wo"l^ 
strive  to  win  political  power  and  novo  toward  a  people's  government.    Sucn  Is  tne 
comprehensive  objective  of  the  Imnsdlate  program  of  the  Communists,  corresponding 
to  tho  democietlc  tasks  of  the  period. 
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The  objective  of  an  anti-monopoly  people 'b  goTemaent  certainly  aums  up  the 
fimdaiBBntal  movenBnt  for  peace,  dencoraoy  and  social  advance  in  the  period  ahead. 
Its  Mhlevement  would  amount  to  a  lodlcal  shift  In  class  relations  favorshle  to 
the  working  people  and  to  the  realisation  of  their  democratic  and  economic  alms. 
At. the  same  time.  It  could  open  the  way  to  the  basic  shift  of  state  power  to  the 
Working  class,  as  leader  of  the  nation,  end  to  the  •stahllshmsnt  of  eoolallst 
Bocloty. 

In  the  Bclsntlflc  Marxist  sense,  the  ultlaete  strategic  aim  of  the  working 
class  le  hlBtorlcaUy  determined  by  the  Inevitability  of  socialism  and  by  the 
role  of  tl»  working  class  in  Its  achievement.    Hew  features  and  forms  will  no 
doubt  arise  In  the  course  of  the  hard  struggle  against  monopoly,  and  nay  be  of 
utmost  Importance  In  determining  the  nonnsr  ard  shape  of  the  basic  transfer  of 
political  power.    However,  the  substanoe  of  such  a  change  le  that  the  working 
clflBs  In  the  end  must  energe  as  leader  of  the  nation  —  that  Is,  It  must  become 
the  rullpg  class  In  order  to  establish  socialism.    At  one  or  another  phase  of 
social  advance  and  In  such  forms  as  wlU  be  created  by  the  struggle  Itself,  the 
working  class  will  be  faced  with  the  necessity  of  leading  the  nation  In  the  estab- 
llehmsnt  of  a  socialist  government  In  order  to  defend  and  consolidate  the  people's 
gains.    Thus,  the  advance  toward  a  people's  antl -monopoly  government  and  the  eoc- 
lallet  goal  are  Interlinked  In  their  devolopmnt.  Just  as  the  democratic  tasks, 
broAJ^uoJ  onfl  .xleialed  with  the  progress  of  the  struggle,  flow  Into  the  RoolaHot 


Seen  In  this  historic  perspective,  the  process  of  antl-oonopoly  struggle  In 
the  period  ahead  and  the  forms  of  alliance  and  political  action  produced  by  It, 
Including  the  advance  toward  a  people's  government,  prepare  the  way  for  the  basic 
shift  In  class  relations  which  will  penult  the  working  class,  together  with  its 
allies,  to  solve  pemanently  the  general  crisis  of  capitalism.    In  relation  to 
this  long-range  objective,  the  struggle  to  curb  the  monopoly  power  and  the  de- 
mands raised  with  respect  to  this  immediate  aim  are  of  a  tmnsitional  character. 
They  are  transitional  because  the  curbing  of  monopoly  to  be  effective  and  lasting 
oust  lead  to  the  elimination  of  monopoly.    As  experience  hasr shown,  even  signif- 
icant social  reforms  and  advances  cannot  be  considered  as  permanent  gains  as  long 
as  monopoly  retains  Its  power.    Such  gains  under  certain  circumstances  ney  even 
serve  to  safeguard  the  outmoded  social  system  against  more  fundamental  change. 
Even  if  monopoly  is  momentarily  restrained  politically,  it  seeks  to  regain  what- 
ever economic  positions  it  nay  have  lost  and  full  political  power  at  the  expense 
of  democracy  and  peace.    Therefore,  in  the  end  monopoly  will  have  to  be  removed 
from  both  its  economic  and  political  positions,  thus  opening  the  way  to  soms. 
form  of  working  class  rule  and  the  socialist  transfomatlon  of  society. 

Such  an  approach  to  the  relation  between  the  anti-monopoly  struggle  andthe 
socialist  aim  is  basic  to  the  position  of  the  Comnunlst  Party,  as  the  party  of 
socialism,  as  the  party  which  stands  for  tl»  fundamantal  transformation  of  soc- 
iety. It  provides  the  perspective  for  a  successful  struggle  against  monopoly 
under  present-day  conditions,  as  distinguislwd  from  the  old  middle  class  dream 
of  a  return  to  free  competition  or  tl»  reformist  Utopia  of  collaboration  with 
monopoly  to  renebs  capitalism,  both  of  which  must  end  In  futility. 

In  the  period  before  us,  the  democratic  transitional  demands  are  uppermost 
and  decisive,  and  the  struggle  for  them  cm  lead  to  significant  social  advance. 
In  this  period,  the  fundarantal  task  of  the  working  class  is  to  build  the  demo- 
cratic united  front  against  monopoly,  that  will  fight  for  peaceful  coexistence  and 
will  oppose  U.S.  Imperialist  intervention  abroad,  apply  and  defend  the  Bill  of 
Eights  in  all  Its  aspects,  strengthen  and  enrich  the  representative  institutionB 
within  the  Constitutional  system,  put  an  end  to  Jim  Crow,  restore  and  strengthen 
full  trade  union  rights.    Such  a  democratic  front,  sparked  by  the  labor  moveosnt, 
wouxd  fight  for  full  employment  in  a  peace  economy,  defend  the  positions  of  the 
small  and  medium  farmers  and  urban  middle  claesee,  and  seek  the  extension  of 
social  legislation  In  all  fields.    It  would  seek  basic  structural  reform  aimed  at 
completing  the  democratic  revolution  in  the  South  and  at  subjecting  large  private 
industrial  and  financial  monopolies  to  the  democratic  controls  of  the  people.  It 
would  have  to  rely  upon  the  large  n&es  organisations  of  labor,  the  Negro  people, 
the  farmers,  the  youth  and  aH  working  people,  and  must  win  the  allegiance  of  all 
middle  sectors  by  defending  their  Interests  against  monopoly.    It  will  have  to 
be  a  moverent  around  which  working  men  and  women,  all  the  underprivileged  and 
victims  of  discrimination  can  rally  with  confidence. 
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Certainly,  tlie  poselblllty  for  a  aynaBic  domooratlo  revival  and  for  ppogroo- 
8lv«  oliaBgas  ean  be  realized  by  auob  a  united  front  of  the  popular  forces.  Sucb 
temooratlo  etruggles  for  aoolal  and  political  rafom  vlll  nature  the  claes  forces 
and  alllwneee  oapabls  of  defending  the  people's  gains  and  of  carrying  tbe  aoveoent 
foiward. 

CoffitBunists  eeek  to  participate  In  all  struggles,  ualted  actions,  and  coall- 
tlona  vhlch  eeek  to  cvnft  the  monopoly  power.  Broad  sectors  of  the  people,  Includ- 
ing labor,  gey  for  soms  tloe  s«tain  faith  in  oapitailam  as  a  system,  from  which 
they  divorce  monopoly,  although  they  correctly  see  it  as  the  nsln  ensniy.  As  lab- 
or begins  to  lead  the  united  struggle  against  moaopoly,  Joining  forces  with  the 
Rsgro  people, fariBDrB  and  urban  middle  strata,  the  forces  and  aUlanoes  are  built 
that  ia  tJielr  developrent  tend  politically  to  isolate  monopoly  from  the  nation. 
This  developnent  can  create  a  osw  relation  of  class  forces  in  which  the  working 
class  enorges  in  its  independent  and  leading  role. 

The  Connrmlets  eeek  to  place  the  democratic  demands  for  curbing  monopoly  in 
such  a  fashion,  and  fight  for  them  in  such  a  way,  as  will  advance  the  unity  of 
tbe  vorkara  and  their  leading  role  in  the  united  front  against  monopoly.   This  le 
the  prereqaislte  for  a  suoceasful  atruggle  for  the  imaediate  comaon  program  of 
peace,  democracy  and  eeonomlo  security. 


### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  7 


5.    Defense  and  Ert«naloB  of  DBaocreoy 

The  ComnunlBt  Party  advocat«B  a  democratic  road  to  eoclallem  through  the  pol- 
itical and  economic  stnigglee  of  the  Amsrlcan  people  vlthln  the  drtoloplng  and  re- 
vitalized constitutional  process. 

Capitalism  cannot  be  reformed  Into  socialism,  the  transition  free  one  to  the 
other  being  a  social  revolution  --  that  Is,  a  basic  change  from  capitalist  to  eoo- 
lallst  relations  of  production.  The  Coiaminlst  Party  fights  for  conditions  that 
will  lead  to  a  peaceful  transition  to  socialism  because  this  Is  ths  preferable 
and  the  least  painful  method  of  basic  social  transformation,  and  because  It  be- 
lieves that  a  peaceful  road  to  socialism  can  be  opened  by  the  struggles  of  the 
peopLs  under  the  new  conditions  that  have  emerged  In  the  world. 

The  possibility  of  realizing  such  a  road  to  socialism  depends  upon  a  complex 
of  Inter-related  factors,  donBstlc  and  International.  The  most  Important,  at  this 
tine.  In  creating  the  conditions  for  peaceful  transition  Is  the  struggle  for  the 
defense  and  extension  of  democracy.  Connwnlsts  see  this  as  the  crucial  then*  of 
the  period  before  ua.  The  progress  of  this  struggle  affects  most  lanedlately  and 
directly  the  prospects  for  peace  and  for  economic  well-being,  and  It  can  be  the 
basic  factor  In  establishing  and  defending  the  oondltlone  for  a  peaceful  transi- 
tion to  socialism  In  the  future. 

The  reactionary  tendencies  which  have  coos  forward  In  the  United  States  since 
the  end  of  World  War  II  are  a  warning  that  once  again  powerful  monopoly  clrolea 
seek  a  fascist-type  solution.    The  Cold  War  has  Isd  to  the  rapid  mllltarlratlon  of 
the  state,  narked  by  an  almost  total  fusion  of  very  top  monopoly  with  govanmsnt 
administration  and  of  high  military  clrclse  with  the  big  corporations.    An  alaost 
Imperceptible  change  In  the  Inner  functioning  of  ths  state  Is  occurring,  expressed 
principally  In  the  mushrooming  of  power  In  the  executive  branch,  where  peak  mon- 
opoly Is  firmly  entrenched,  and  moreover  with  ever  mounting  secrecy  on  govemaent 
operations  under  pawtect  of  "defenss,"    In  this  protected  domain,  there  Is  a  pro- 
liferation of  now  groups  and  agencies  lAilch  are  subject  to  very  little  congreeslon- 
al  control  and  more  and  more  take  over  the  gcTveming  of  the  country.    Far  from 
challenging  this  wholesale  usurpation  of  Its  powers,  particularly  In  the  crucial 
decisions  affecting  war  or  peace.  Congress  Itself  launched  assaults  upon  the  demo- 
cratic liberties  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution.    This  tr«nd,  sustalnsd  by  contin- 
uing concentration  of  monopoly  power  In  the  economy  and  In  government,  tJa^tene 
by  the  gradual  process  of  undermining  and  encroachaent  to  deprive  the  represent- 
ative Institutions  and  the  Constitutional  process  Itself  of  any  real  democratic 
content. 

Defense  of  bourgeois  democracy  Is  Itself  becoming  the  Issue  leading  to  great 
social  and  political  struggles.    Democratic  legality  Is  under  attack  from  the 
Right       Bomstlmss  bidden,  sometlmss  open  --  and  this  attack  has  to  be  repulsed 
and  the  trend  toward  a  fasclst-typs  state  has  to  be  blocked  If  the  domoci«tlo 
road  to  social  progress  Is  to  be  kept  open  In  the  United  States. 

Thus,  It  Is  Incorrect  to  view  the  flgot  for  democrticy  msrely  as  a  tactic, 
and  this  was  never  the  Marxist  view.    It  Is  true  that  democracy  Is  limited  under 
capitalism,  because  bourgeois  democracy  Is  based  on  class  exploitation  which 
severely  restricts  the  democratic  rights  of  the  workers,  the  Begro  peopla,  and 
other  unpropertled  or  oppressed  groups.    It  Is  also  true  that  the  complete  and 
manifold  realization  of  democracy  can  com  only  with  the  abolition  of  class  ex- 
ploitation and  the  establlshmsnt  of  r«al  majority  rule  under  socialism,  while 
universal  equality  will  be  established  only  when  all  classes  disappear  under 
communism,  the  higher  stage  of  socialism.    But  this  does  not  mean  thot  Coimminlsts 
have  a  negative  or  neutral  view  with  respect  to  democracy  or  the  form  of  state 
under  capitalism.    Our  form  of  bourgeois  democracy  and  of  republican  goTsmaent 
has  provided  a  particularly  free  and  wide  basis  for  the  class  stniggls.  In  the 
course  of  which  tl»  people  l«ve  been  able  to  win  significant  social  gainst  against 
the  resistance  of  entrpnched  wealth  and  reaction.    Honopoly  domination  of  the 
state  now  threatens  to  choke  off  these  freer  forms  of  struggls,  by  replacing  the 
democratic  content  of  the-system  with  an  authoritarian  content,  while  retaining 
only  tl*  outward  shell  of  the  democratic  Institutions.    Coanunlsts  consider  the 
struggle  against  this  entire  reactionary  trend  and  the  need  for  the  revival  and 
extension  of  democracy,  as  an  Integral  part  of  their  lansdlate  program  for  peace 
and  better  living  coidltlone,  as  well  as  for  socialism  In  the  United  States. 

The  struggle  for  the  democratic  way  Is  a  multi-class  question,  requiring  oa 
ttll-elded,  vigorous  opposition  to  the  authoritarian  trend.  Labor  Is  thrust  Into 
the  very  heart  of  the  struggle  by  the  nsnopoly  att^ck  upon  Its  rights  and  eondl- 
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tlone  ,  while  tho  Kegro  people -In- their  battle  for  rlghte  gremted  by  tho  Con- 
stitution. Impart  a  powerful  etlmulue  to  the  fight  for  flemocrecy  In  geoeiol.  Tho 
leading  social  forces  In  the  fight  to  preserve  and  broaden  the  democratic  road 
are  the  working  olaae,  the  working  farnBre,  and  the  Hegro  people  --  their  tend- 
ency Is  to  fight  for  democracy  without  limit  because  they  need  It  to  obtain 
economic  security  and  freedom.    But  as  the  monopoly  power  grows  It  seeks  to 
convert  the  state  acre  and  more  Into  Its  own  exclusive  domain,  from  an  organ  of 
the  bourgeoisie  as  a  whole  into  a  total  monopoly  state.    The  farmers,  the  urban 
middle  strata  and  otl^r  non-monopoly  sectors  of  the  capitalist  class,  are  thus 
shut  off  increasingly  from  significant  participation  In  government,  and  with  an 
effective  united  front  struggle  by  labor  ii»ny  of  these  sectors  will  also  fight 
for  democratic  advances. 

In  the  Communist  view,  the  fight  to  preserve  and  enrich  the  democratic  way 
in  the  present  society  has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  form  and  functioning  of  the 
socialist  state  that  will  follow.    It  la  Irrelevant  to  take  as  a  model  for  eocl*l- 
1st  democracy  in  the  United  States  the  experiences  of  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  in  the  Soviet  Union  during  its  first  decades,  when  surrounded  by  a 
hostile  capitalist  world  it  had  to  industrialize  from  a  very  low  economic  level 
or  die.    The  United  States  will  go  socialist  under  different  conditions.  The 
remarkable  progress  nade  by  the  OSSB,  despite  the  unfavorable  ciroumatances  dem- 
onstrates the  strength  and  vitality  of  socialism.    But  the  advances  to  be  nede 
by  the  Soviet  Union  In  the  decade  ahead,  when  its  neterial  conditions  and  stand- 
ard of  living  will  approach  and  than  exceed  those  now  prevailing  in  the  United 
States,  win  provide  a  more  comparable  situation.    Certainly,  the  full  flowering 
of  socialist  democracy  upcn  a  high  economic  level  should  indicate  more  directly 
the  real  potential  of  socialism  in  the  United  States  as  well. 

Whether  this  country,  which  has  been  so  unusually  well  favored  by  historical 
circumstances  over  a  long  period,  will  be  as  fortunate  in  the  future,  depends 
essentially  upon  the  ability  of  the  working  people,  the  great  mss  of  the  nation, 
to  preserve  and  carry  forward  our  rich  democratic  tradition,  giving  It  a  new  rev- 
olutionary content  and  perspective. 

In  the  past,  Marxists  thought  that  the  forms  of  the  bourgeois  state  and  of 
bourgeois  democracy  would  have  to  be  discarded  by  a  socialist  state.    But  recent 
experience  has  shown  that  many  of  these  forms,  with  appropriate  structural  change, 
can  be  taken  over  by  the  socialist  state,  and  Imbued  with  a  now  class  content.  It 
is  therefore  entirely  possible  that  the  American  Constitution  and  the  govomnont- 
al  system  based  on  it,  If  these  are  preserved,  improved,  and  enriched  with  greater 
democratic  content  by  the  struggles  of  the  people,  will  provide  the  form  of  the 
American  socialist  state,  once  power  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  working 
class  and  its  allies.    In  fact,  the  separation  of  powers  and  the  Federal  struct- 
ure, once  they  are  made  completely  responsive  to  the  popular  will,  may  be  very 
well  suited  to  the  needs  of  majority  rule,  direct  democracy,  and  encouragement 
of  popular  initiative,  side  by  side  with  Federal  planning  under  soclallBm.  The 
checks  and  balances  provided  by  our  Constitutional  form  and  Federal-state  rela- 
tionship, thoroughly  democratized  by  socialism, may  provide  an  effective  means  of 
preventing  bureaucratic  abuses  and  overcentralizatlon  of  powers. 

In  tho  period  ahead,  the  fight  for  democracy  can  well  lead  to  important 
structural  reforms  in  the  govermuBntal  system.    Originally,  the  triangular  system 
of  checks  and  balances  was  devised  prlBSrlly  to  prevent  the  capture  of  government 
by  popular  najoritles.    As  a  rule,  the  system  worked,  except  in  times  of  crisis 
and  popular  upheaval  when  a  combination  of  the  President  and  a  popular  Congress 
registered  imiortant  democratic  and  social  advances  --  as  in  the  years  of  Jeffer- 
son, Jackson,  and  Lincoln,  and  also  for  a  brief  t^  at  the  beginning  of  the 
second  New  Deal  of  P.  D.  Poosevelt.    At  certain  times  the  Suprems  Court,  at  others 
Congress,  and  sometinBS  the  President  played  the  major  role  in  stenmlng  the  popu- 
lar tide.    As  a  day-to-day  tactic  the  popular  forces  must  perforce  oppose  the 
policies  of  one  or  another  of  the  three  branches,  depending  upon  which  at  the  tlms 
la  obstructing  progress.    But  a  more  fundamental  perspective  is  required  if  labor 
and  tho  people  are  to  revive  the  democratic  content  of  tho  Constitutional  form 
and  make  it  serve  their  needs. 

Certain  structural  reforms  in  the  governmental  system  which  have  been  pro- 
posed before  are  still  valid,  such  as  tho  popular  election  of  all  Judges,  elim- 
ination of  the  electoral  college  in  favor  of  the  direct  election  of  the  President, 
and  possibly  the  abolition  of  the  Senate  or  at  beat  depriving  this  presently  un- 
representative body  of  the  power  of  veto  over  tho  House.    Other  measures  which 
would  strengthen  the  democratic  procedures  include  proportional  representation, 
the  referendum  and  the  power  of  recall,  reform  of  the  committee  and  seniority 
eystom  and  democratization  of  the  rules  In  both  Houses.    In  the  Federal  relation- 
ship, the  States  should  be  deprived  of  the  power  to  nullify  national  social  leg- 
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lelatlon  and  Conatitltulonal  rights  (auch  as  (JesegrBgatlon  of  the  echoole,  the 
right  to  vote,  social  security,  rights  of  labor  to  organize),  and  the  povers  of 
the  Ptedoral  govemmBnt  should  he  enlarged  to  establish  Blnlmun  national  require - 
oents  In  such  fields.    These  and  other  Duch-needed  structural  political  reforms, 
however,  can  be  brought  about  only  by  a  resurgent  popular  democratic  movemsnt. 

The  uln  orientation  of  labor,  the  Negro  people  and  all  people's  forces 
should  be  upon  revitalizing  and  strengthening  the  representative  legislative 
bodies  --  Federal,  State,  and  local  —  as  the  most  direct  channel  for  popular 
pressure  upon  the  other  two  branches  of  govemnent  and  as  the  mans  of  obtaining 
the  nAzlmum  popular  rule  possible  under  the  present  system.    In  the  present  Con- 
stitutional fraosvork,  the  Legislature  can  be  made  to  serve  as  the  people's  "check 
and  balance"  against  monopoly,  which  is  most  deeply  entrenched  In  the  greatly  ex- 
tended Executive  branch,  and  to  open  the  way  for  placing  the  govamoent  administ- 
ration, as  well  as  the  Judiciary,  beyond  the  control  and  grasp  of  the  monopoly 
oligarchy.    Congress  --  and  the  State  and  local  representative  bodies  --  must  be 
transformed  Into  really  popular  Institutions,  Isst  monopoly  and  reaction  destroy 
their  democratlo  potential,  leaving  them  a  withered  shell,  while  the  people  lose 
confidence  In  democratic  government  because  It  falls  to  satisfy  their  denands  and 
needs,  thus  providing  the  soil  upon  which  fascist  movements  can  thrive.    This  Is 
the  course  of  political  struggle  for  the  pressing  needs  of  the  people,  for  the 
safeguarding  of  their  gains  and  of  peace,  whloh  will  keep  the  democratic  way  open 
for  social  progress.    The  mee  aovemsnt  needs  democracy  to  extend  broadly  the  so- 
cial legislation  and  lAbor  gains  already  won  and  to  gain  now  social  reforms. 

A  decisive  basic  social  reform  which  can  Impart  a  powerful  stimulus  to  pro- 
gress Is  the  completion  of  the  democratlo  revolution  In  the  South.  Sotwlthatand- 
Ing  an  entire  period  of  capitalist  developmsnt  In  this  region,  and  the  migration 
of  mllllone  of  Begro  tollsre  from  the  land  to  the  cities  North  and  South,  the 
democratic  tasks  which  the  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction  left  unfinished  Impera- 
tively deaand  solution  today.    The  pennants  of  slavery  --the  plantation,  segre^- 
tlon,  and  racism  --  still  provide  the  principal  source  for  Dlxlecrat  reaction 
which,  allied  politically  and  otherwise  with  monopoly,  has  kept  the  South  a  back- 
vard  region,  opposed  and  obstructed  all  steps  toward  Regro  freedom,  and  barred 
advanced  legislation  and  action  nationally. 

A  general  democratic  transforation  of  the  South  will  restore  full  civil 
rights  and  liberties  for  all,  establish  representative  govemaent  throughout  the 
political  structure  —  from  the  connunlty  to  the  Federal  regime  --  and  enforce 
aesegregatlon  In  the  schools  and  In  all  other  public  Institutions,  housing  and 
services.    Bervolutlonary  In  content  Is  the  struggle  for  the  Negro  right  to  vote 
and  for  full  representation  and  participation  In  govemniBnt  because  It  means  a 
radical  change  In  the  political  structure  of  the  South,  which  will  have  progres- 
sive Impact  throughout  the  nation.    Integral  to  such  a  change  Is  k  basic  agrarian 
reform  that  will  eradicate  the  last  renoants  of  the  plantatlon-sharecropplng  sys- 
tem and  Its  offshoots  Into  the  rest  of  Southern  economy,  and  radically  change  the 
class  relations  on  the  countryside  where  parasitic  landlords  still  keep  large 
Ilogro  BBjorltles  In  a  form  of  semi -feudal  dependence.    The  rapid  growth  during 
recent  years  of  the  Negro  working  class  as  part  of  the  U.S.  working  class  as  a 
whole  provides  a  new  and  solid  base  for  carrying  through  ths  democratic  revolution 
In  the  South. 


#  #  # 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  8 


6.    Curbing  the  Monopoly  Power 

Refonna  that  would  curb  the  economic  aa  well  ae  the  politlceil  power  of  non- 
opoly  were  sought  by  all  the  popular  anti-trust  movemsnta  of  the  past,  which 
were  largely  under  radical  farm  and  mlddle-claaa  leaderahip.    The  old  truat- 
buBtlng  program,  beginning  with  the  Populist  revolta,  sought  to  halt  or  reverie 
the  rise  of  monopoly  from  free  competition.    The  Hew  Deal  reforms  of  the  1930 's 
recognized  that  monopoly  was  here  to  stay  but  sought,  by  govemmsnt  regulation, 
to  prevent  abuse  of  economic  power.    Both  eerlea  of  reforms  vere  absorbed  by  mon- 
opoly capitalism  and  turned  to  Its  own  advantage.    The  antl -trust  laws,  In  fact, 
operated  In  such  a  way  as  to  sustain  the  giant  corporation  as  the  distinctive 
form  of  American  Industrial  and  financial  monopoly,  rather  than  the  cartel-type 
combination  characteristic  of  other  countrlea.    The  regulatory  meaauree  became 
functlona  of  state  monopoly  capitalism  —  the  means  by  which  tlw  corporatlona 
regulated  themselves  through  state  administrative  agencies,  also  facilitating 
the  merger  of  government  and  corporate  personnel.    Both  series  of  reforms  had 
the  effect  of  stemming  the  popular  anti-monopoly  movenenta  of  the  time,  and 
diverting  them  from  attempts  at  more  fundamsntal  structural  reforms  --  llio 
nationalization  of  the  rallroada  In  the  earlier  period  and  nationalization  of 
the  banks  In  the  New  Deal  ers. 

In  the  present  period,  when  labor's  needs  and  demands  Impart  a  decisive  con- 
tent and  direction  to  the  anti-monopoly  movement,  a  conmon  program  for  curbing 
monopoly  power  must  rest  on  different  principles.    These  are  determined  prlmBrlly 
by  the  fact  that  under  present-day  conditions  the  technological  revolution,  on 
top  of  the  Intrinsic  Instability  of  the  economy.  Is  creating  a  new  layer  of  perm- 
anent unemployed  as  the  typical  form  of  Impovorlahnent  in  a  high-level  monopoly 
eoclety,  with  serious  threats  to  the  conditions  of  all  worters.    Thus  is  shown 
that  big  Investments  in  new  technology,  expanded  pi^uctlon  and  a  higher  national 
income  do  not  In  themselves  lead  to  progress.    In  order  to  have-soclal  progress, 
these  have  to  be  translated  into  the  elimination  of  unemployment  and  poverty,  and 
into  the  great  improvement  in  mass  living  conditions  made  possible  by  the  new 
techniques  of  production  in  agriculture  and  Industry. 

Technical  progress  and  greater  productivity  are  utilized  bj  monopoly  to 
realize  maximum  profits  through  more  concentration,  decreasing  the  number  of 
workera  in  production,  intensified  speed-up,  undermining  the  conditions  and 
status  of  the  workers,  and  weakening  the  unions.    Labor  la  not  opposed  to  new 
technology  and  greater  productivity,  for  these  are  eaaential  to  progress,  but  It 
is  opposed  to  technical  progress  at  the  expense  of  the  workers.    Only  the  class 
struggle  can  transform  technical  progress  into  social  progress.    Under  present 
conditions,  the  struggle  for  full  employment  In  a  peace  economy  becomes  the  dynam- 
ic force  of  economic  and  democratic  progress.    It  was  only  under  special  circum- 
stances --  as  during  war,  post-war  booms  and  extraordinary  military  spending  In 
peacetime  —  that  capitalism  was  able  to  provide  anything  approximating  a  condi- 
tion of  full  employnent. 

To  achieve  a  condition  of  full  employusnt  without  war  or  the  threat  of  war 
should  be  the  aim  of  all  economic  and  democratic  struggles  against  monopoly. 

Advances  in  this  direction  entail  mc^-e  radical  interference  with  the  opera- 
tions of  monopoly  than  is  Involved  in  remedial  social  legialation,  although  this 
too  has  to  be  fought  for  constantly,  and  if  pressed  to  the  full  can  also  load  to 
basic  changes.    Actually,  all  struggles  for  economic  and  democratic  advance  must 
collide  with  and  set  up  obstacles  to  the  drive  of  monopoly  for  maximum  profit, 
which  In  our  society  has  the  force  of  the  central  law  determining  the  very  exist- 
ence and  operations  of  monopoly.    The  struggles  of  the  working  people  and  the 
strength  of  the  labor  movement  have  prevented  the  unhampered  sway  of  this  law  from 
driving  living  standards  down  to  subsistence  levels  for  large  sections  of  the 
people.    The  further  strengthening  of  the  trade  unions  and  the  developnent  of  the 
people's  struggles  on  a  broad  front  can  save  large  numbers  of  workers  from  perm- 
anent unemployment  and  obtain  better  living  conditions.    If  the  inherent  tendency 
of  monopoly  to  permanent  unemployment,  economic  crises,  authoritarian  rule  and 
aggressive  expansionism  is  to  be  Impeded,  the  economic  and  democratic  struggles  of 
the  workers  and  all  people's  forces  must  seek  to  curb  monopoly  by  encroaching  on 
Its  powers,  weakening  and  undermining  its  economic  and  political  positions,  and 
move  in  the  direction  of  its  elimination. 

A  labor  and  people's  anti-monopoly  program  should  seek  to  curb  monopoly  prin- 
cipally and  simultaneously  along  three  lines,    (l)    It  must  seek  to  force  greater 
concaeaions  from  monopoly  through  the  atate  in  the  form  of  remedial  legislation 
and  social  welfare,  hand  in  hand  with  fringe  benefits  won  by  contract  negotiatloM. 
(2)    It  should  aim  at  blocking  and  impeding  the  free  play  of  monopoly  competition, 
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rather  than  restoring  the  old  form  of  free  competition,  as  wae  the  caee  with 
earlier  programa.    (3)    It  must  recognize  that  govemnont  economic  activities 
are  a  permanent  feature  of  present-day  capitalism  which  the  mee  movement  must 
attempt  to  utilize  for  the  purpose  of  wresting  more  basic  concessions  from 
monopoly,  Including  structural  reform  in  the  corporate -state  system  that  will 
weaken  the  positions  of  rasnopoly  in  the  econoiQr  and  In  government. 


Labor  has  always  fought  for  a  greater  share  of  the  social  product  at  the 
expense  of  profits  through  the  shorter  work  week  and  higher  wages.    A  now  ad- 
vance along  these  lines  Is  n»de  Imperative  by  productivity  unemployosnt  and 
Increasing  Job  Insecurity  as  a  result  of  the  new  technical  revolution  and  the 
Instability  of  the  economy.    At  the  same  time,  labor  and  the  progressives  have 
always  fought  for  fringe  benefits  and  social  legislation  that  would  offset  the 
social  evils  arising  from  capitalism.    Every  major  advance  on  this  front  has 
been  achieved  only  as  the  result  of  great  mass  struggles.    Today,  also,  denands 
such  as  the  shorter  work  week,  compensation  for  the  full  period  of  unenployment 
and  an  extensive  public  works  program,  if  they  are  to  be  won  require  great  mass 
struggles.    Because  of  the  enormity  of  the  problem  of  economic  security  in  pres- 
ent-day capitalism,  legislative  action  must  reach  into  a  broad  field  --  basic 
tax  reform  in  favor  of  the  people,  higher  minimum-wage  and  other  pro-labor  laws, 
enla-.-gement  of  the  social  security  system,  all -sided  and  enforceable  antl- 
dlBcrimination  provisions,  establlahmBnt  of  a  public  health  system,  greatly  in- 
creased public  housing  for  low-income  families,  adequate  youth  and  education 
facilities,  and  other  necessary  welfare  msasuree.    The  fight  for  this  kind  of 
reform  has  been  traditional  with  the  labor  movemsnt  for  mny  decades.    But  In 
the  recent  period,  after  the  legislative  victories  of  the  Now  Deal  era,  Labor 
has  concerned  itself  with  winning  now  social  benefits  largely  through  contract 
negotiations,  which  affect  only  the  organized  workers  and  leave  the  majority  with- 
out these  benefits.    New  conditions  require  that  in  addition  to  defending  exist- 
ing labor  legislation  and  besides  the  struggle  for  fringe  benefits,  thejiabor 
unions  assume  energetic  leadership  in  the  fight  for  broader  social  legislation 
as  well. 

While  supporting  every  possible  social  welfare  measure  and  every  Improvemsnt 
In  the  conditions  of  the  workers  that  can  be  obtained,  Haniets  believe  that 
these  cannot  be  considered  as  the  final  aim  of  the  working  class  movement.  Gen- 
erally, such  reforms  deal  only  with  the  symptoms  and  the  evils  of  capitalism  and 
fail  to  challenge  the  basic  causes  of  unemployment  and  Inequality.    The  broad 
masses  fight  for  such  reforms  in  the  hope  that  they  will  lead  to  country  to  gen- 
eral conditions  of  democracy  and  economic  equality.    Whllo  it  is  true  that  vic- 
tories won  by  such  struggles  can  lead  to  an  era  of  progressive  reform,  and  to 
real  improvements,  they  do  not  add  up  to  a  new  social  order.    Social  and  renedlal 
legislation,  although  legimlnate  alms  of  the  working  class  movemBnt,  do  not  alter 
the  ownership  of  the  means  of  production  nor  do  they  affect  the  sources  of  Income, 
even  if  concessions  may  involve  something  of  a  redistribution  of  income.    Such  ro- 
forms,  accordingly,  cannot  be  considered  steps  to  socialism,  which  involves  a 
basic  traneformation  of  society.    Nor  can  they  be  viewed  as  creating  a  "welfare 
state"  devoted  to  social  well-being  capable  of  overcoming  crises  and  Inequality. 

The  myth  of  the  welfare  state  in  the  era  of  monopoly  and  imperialism  arose 
from  the  need  of  the  modem  state  in  all  advanced  capitalist  countries  to  extend 
the  field  of  social  legislation  under  pressure  from  noss  moverosnts,  and  in  view 
of  the  successes  of  the  socialist  world,  in  order  to  preserve  the  system  in  the 
midst  of  general  crisis.    The  so-called  welfare  sjtate  is  still  a  monopoly  state, 
and  it  functions  to  preserve  monopoly  capitalism.    The  social  benefits  It  was 
forced  to  concede  have  become  as  necessary  to  its  continuation  as  the  other 
economic  activities  characteristic  of  the  modem  state.    Even  when  monopoly  is 
forced  to  grant  social  benefits  against  its  will,  it  tries  to  delay  them  as  long 
as  possible,  to  keep  them  to  the  minimum,  to  pare  them  down  later,  and  to  make 
the  workers  pay  for  them  through  taxes  and  other  charges  against  wages,  so  that 
a  constant  struggle  is  required  even  to  retain  concessions  that  have  been  won 
and  to  reduce  the  wage-earners'  share  of  the  cost.    While  granting  benefits 
sparingly  and  grudgingly,  monopoly  and  its  supporters  try  to  turn  the  necessity 
of  making  concessions  into  a  virtue  by  claiming  that  capitalism  has  become  a 
welfare  society.    They  exploit  what  was  forced  upon  them  by  the  nBse  movement  in 
the  first  place  in  order  to  divert  that  movenent  from  more  fundamental  demands. 
There  are  also  other  reasons  why  the  modem  state  needs  certain  social  legisla- 
tion, such  as  minimum  sanitation,  health  and  educational  standards  to  assure 
efficient  labor.    And  at  times  monopoly  will  prefer  state  social  benefits  rather 
than  wage  increases  or  fringe  benefits  because  they  need  not  come  out  of  profits. 
But  the  main  significance  of  welfare  benefits  to  t^e  monopoly  state  is  that  they 
serve  as  insurance  against  basic  social  change. 


COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT  2233 


Social  beneflta  are  a  form  of  ranaom  which  monopoly  muet  pay  to  wlntaln  Its 
power,  but  the  dlfflcultleB  of  the  ayetem,  the  strength  of  tl»  modem  labor  un- 
lona  and  the  ever  new  auoceeees  of  the  aoclallat  world  tend  to  Increaee  the  mg- 
nltude  of  the  ranaom.    And  the  trade  unlona  —  becauae  by  nature  tt*y  can  do  no 
more  than  fight  the  aymptoma,  while  seeking  a  more  favorable  ahere  for  wages  out 
of  the  BurpluB  produced  by  labor  —  muat  continue  to  preas  for  an  extension  of 
the  welfare  functions  of  the  monopoly  atata.    Thia  characterizes  tlB  present 
course  of  the  antl -monopoly  movement.    Communists  participate  In  and  support  all 
economic  and  democratic  struggles  aimed  at  enlarging  the  area  of  social  benefits. 
But  even  at  a  high  level,  tbla  movement  can  end  In  fruatretlon  and  Its  victories 
can  be  abaorbed  by  monopoly  capltallam,  unless  the  working  class  preaees  for  more 
radical  meaaures  of  reform  that  are  directed  at  the  very  causes  of  unemployment 
and  inequality.    The  main  distinction  between  reformleta  and  Marxlats  is  that 
while  the  former  believe  that  capitalism  can  be  remade  Into  a  welfare  aocl8ty,tho 
latter  aee  the  atruggle  for  reform  not  only  aa  a  means  of  Improving  the  Imnedlate 
lot  of  the  people.    The  struggle  for  reform  Is  also  the  maana  by  which  the  workers 
and  broad  maesea  of  the  people  come  to  aee  the  llmltatlona  of  capitalism  and  the 
necessity  of  aoclallsm,  and  at  the  same  tine  build  up  their  strength  and  allianc- 
es for  bringing  about  a  baalo  change  that  will  remove  the  need  for  conceaalons 
from  monopoly  because  the  working  people  will  become  the  rulers  of  society.  But 
the  entire  labor  movement  will  have  to  go  through  education  In  struggle,  in  the 
form  In  which  it  presents  Iteelf  here,  to  arrive  at  the  position  where  the  move- 
msnt  for  remedial  meaaures  will  be  transformed  Into  a  movement  to  change  the 
basis  of  society. 

II 

High  level  unemployment  appears  aide  by  aide  with  large  capital  Investment 
In  new  machinery,  extensive  unueed  capacity,  and  rlalng  prlcea.    These  seemingly 
contradictory  phenomena  ariee  from  the  monopoly  atructure  of  the  economy,  and 
more  epeolfioally,  from  the  monopoly  form  of  competition.    While  aupersedlng  free 
competition,  monopoly  does  not  exclude  competition  between  the  big  corporations, 
but  only  changes  ita  form.    At  the  very  high  level  of  TBonopoly  In  the  Dnlted 
States,  thle  new  form  of  competition  has  given  rise  to  particularly  sharp  antag- 
onisms within  the  dominant  monopoly  sector  of  the  econon^,  and  between  It  and  the 
non-monopoly  sector  that  still  tries  to  operate  on  the  old  competitive  basis, 
which  la  considerably  restricted  and  distorted  by  the  all-ervadlng  Influence  of 
monopoly  in  the  economy  as  a  whole. 

The  central  motive  force  of  monopoly  competition  is  the  drive  for  maximum 
profits,  rather  than  the  lower  average  rate  of  profit  determined  by  the  free 
narket  of  pre-monopoly  capitalism.    By  virtue  of  their  dominant  position  In  key 
sectors  of  the  economy,  a  few  big  corporatlona  are  able  to  peg  prlcea  for  given 
comnodlties  at  levela  high  above  value,  and  sustain  them  even  Into  periods  of  re- 
cession.   Because  of  the  essentially  anarchic,  planless  nature  of  the  capitalist 
economy  and  its  cyclical  character,  monopoly  cannot  have  absolute  control  over 
prices,  and  therefore  administrative  price  setting  will  not  always  be  effective, 
particularly  in  a  deep  and  general  crisis.    But  monopoly  has  the  effect  of  minim- 
izing sharp  price  fluctuations,  keeping  them  as  a  more  or  less  rigid  framework 
within  which  the  race  for  profit  proceeds  among  the  giants.    In  this  form  of 
competition,  maximum  profits  are  sought  primarily  by  reducing  unit  costs  within 
a  high  price  structure,  and  this  Is  achieved  by  increasing  productivity  and  the 
exploitation  of  labor,  and  also  by  driving  down  the  coat  of  raw  materials  sup- 
plied by  the  non-monopolized  sector  at  homo  and  colonial  areas  abroad. 

It  is  this  form  of  competition,  together  with  the  accumulation  of  huge  re- 
serves, that  essentially  accounts  for  considerable  technical  progress  In  the 
poet-war  years,  contrary  to  the  expectation  that  monopoly  under  all  circumstances 
would  lead  to  stagnation  in  technique.    This  view  was  always  mistaken.    As  Lenin 
ahowed,  even  during  a  period  of  world  capitalist  decadence,  uneven  devoloprent 
might  reault  in  the  progreea  of  capitalist  production  in  one  or  another  country 
while  it  declines  in  others.    And  it  is  his  analysis  of  monopoly  competition 
which  explains  why,  in  the  special  postwar  circumstances,  monopoly  was  coopelled 
to  undertake  technical  Innovations  in  production  In  practically  all  leading  capit- 
alist countries,  even  if  unevenly  and  chaotically,  and  even  If  they  are  not  de- 
veloped to  the  fullest  extent. 

But  technical  progress  under  monopoly  has  serious  consequences  for  the 
people.  In  the  past,  a  reserve  arm^  of  unemployed  waa  needed  by  capitalism  for 
the  expansion  of  production.  This  waa  supplied  In  this  country  by  lamilgretlon 
from  Europe  and  later  by  the  migration  of  Negro  workers  from  the  plantatlona  of 
the  South,  by  the  importation  of  Mexican  and  Puerto  Elcan  labor,  by  the  nssslvo 
displacement  of  farmers  from  agriculture,  by  the  recruitment  of  women  Into  the 
labor  force  and  from  tl»  various  middle  strata  displaced  by  monopoly.    Under  the 
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new  technical  conditions,  expansion  of  output  can  be  prorlded  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  before  by  the  widespread  use  of  the  new  technique  rather  than  from  a 
labor  force  which  has  now  grown  to  enormous  proportions.    A  high  level  of  unem- 
ployment, with  no  prospect  of  Jobs  within  the  present  monopoly  structure.  Is 
becoming  a  permanent  characteristic  of  American  society,  whatever  the  level  of 
economic  activity. 

So  drastic  a  change  cannot  take  place  without  arousing  the  opposition  of 
workers  who  have  become  surplus  and  of  the  employed  workers  who  face  a  similar 
fate,  particularly  those  who  do  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  seniority  or  hold 
narglnal  Jobs,  like  the  Negro  workers  (among  whom  unemploymsnt  Is  at  least  twice 
as  severe  as  among  other  categories),  the  women  and  the  youth.    But  It  Is  also 
characteristic  of  this  situation  that  the  seml-skllled  and  skilled  workers  In 
Industry  are  being  doxragrsded  or  rendered  surplus  by  new  machinery  and  the  re- 
allocation of  Industry.    The  will  to  struggle  for  the  right  to  work  Is  mounting, 
with  great  pressures  upon  trade  union  leadership  for  action.    The  labor  oovemsnt 
will  have  to  develop  a  comprehensive  struggle  on  a  broad  front  to  translate  the 
great  Increase  In  productivity  resulting  from  the  new  technique  Into  the  shorter 
work  week  and  Into  Increases  In  wages  and  reduction  In  prices  which  are  nftde  pos- 
sible by  the  drop  In  production  coats. 

While  greater  efforts  will  have  to  be  nade  to  win  wage-hour  demnds,  fringe 
benefits  and  new  social  legislation  whenever  possible,  this  will  no  longer  suffice. 
The  labor  movement  should  never  lose  sight  of  tl*  Immsdleto  economic  denAnda  of 
the  workers,  and  always  extend  the  struggle  fcr  them,  but  It  Is  also  necessary 
to  have  a  labor  program  that  simultaneously  will  seek  to  Interfere  directly  with 
monopoly  competition  In  order  to  counteract  Its  disastrous  operation.    By  contract 
negotiations  as  well  as  legislative  action,  labor  needs  to  press  for  direct  part- 
icipation In  decisions  Involving  the  Investment  ahd  production  policies  of  mnaga- 
ment,  as  they  affect  Introduction  of  new  techniques,  working  norms  and  pace  of 
work,  labor  costs  and  the  work  week. 

This  will  be  necessary  not  only  to  assure  adequate  procedures  for  the  re- 
classification, retraining  and  reallocation  of  displaced  workers.    For  this 
problem  will  become  unmanageable  unless  at  the  same  tlms  democratic  controls  are 
established  over  production  norms  and  the  rate  of  Introduction  of  new  machinery, 
Including  the  construction  of  new  plants  and  tt»  reallocation  of  production  which 
are  used  by  the  employers  to  evade  contract  provisions  by  placing  autonated  fact- 
ories In  unorganized  and  low-wage  areas.    Reductions  In  the  work  week  without  cuts 
In  weekly  wages  should  be  fought  for  In  direct  relation  to  control  of  automation, 
so  that  a  reduction  neither  In  the  work  force  nor  In  real  Income  should  result. 
To  achieve  these  ends  and  to  protect  the  status,  conditions  and  health  of  the 
workers,  particularly  from  the  effects  of  speedup,  labor  will  also  have  to  fight 
for  workers'  participation  In  the  nenagement  of  jjroductlon  at  the  Job  and  plant 

A  program  for  labor's  Intervention  In  the  Inevestment  policies  of  monopoly 
and  for  workers'  participation  In  control  of  production  has  nothing  In  common 
with  the  Idea  of  People's  Capitalism,  which  Is  fostered  by  monopoly  to  mollify 
the  class  struggle  and  to  offset  the  Influence  among  the  workers  of  the  socialist 
countries,  where  technical  progress  of  a  very  high  order  lo  expressed  In  social 
progress.    People's  Capitalism,  the  "new  capitalism,"  or  "capitalism  without 
capitalists"  and  similar  ideas  attempt  to  found  themselves  on  the  alleged  "man- 
agerial revolution,"  the  "inconB  revolution,"  and  the  "welfare  state."  Actually, 
whatever  share  the  managers  of  industry  have  been  able  to  get  In  ownership  has 
not  altered  to  any  significant  degree  the  functioning  of  monopoly  capitalism  or 
Its  drive  for  maxijuan  prof  its .    All  the  claims  to  wider  stock-ownership,  even  the 
e-tensive  participation  of  the  middle  strata  in  the  frenzied  stockmarket  specula- 
tions, and  the  most  subtle  scheme  for  employee  stock-sharing,  cannot  hide  the  es- 
sential reality  of  monopoly  control  and  the  further  concentration  of  ownershlj). 
Nor  do  they  change  the  fact  that  in  the  recent  period  of  extended  boom  the  total 
income  of  the  lowest  three-tenths  of  U.S.  Incone  receivers  has  actually  declined, 
while  the  share  of  wages  in  national  income  has  grown  only  slightly  if  at  all, 
despite  the  greater  strength  of  the  unions.    Instead  of  illusory  stock-sharing 
schemes,  which  do  not  change  the  realities  of  class  exploitation  a  whit,  labor 
must  seek  through  class  struggle  an  increasing  share  of  profit  in  the  form  of 
wages  under  conditions  of  full  employment  in  peacetime.    And  this  requires  direct 
labor  interference  in  the  operations  of  monopoly,  including  encroachments  upon 
Its  property  rights  and  privileges. 

Such  encroachments  must  Include  also  labor's  intervention  In  the  fixing  of 
prices,  in  Its  own  interest  and  in  the  Interest  of  the  broadest  sectors  of  the 
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peoplef.    Through  the  pricing  nwchanlsm,  monopoly  rotrlevee  a  part  of  wagoe,  In- 
cluding the  cost  of  fringe  benefits,  and  takes  an  increasing  share  of  surplus 
value  and  earnings  produced  In  the  non -monopoly  sector,  while  trying  to  convince 
the  public  that  high  wages  and  social  expenditures  by  government  are  responsible 
for  Inflation.    Actually,  the  rise  In  the  price  level  Is  a  long-term  trend  of 
monopoly  capitalism,  and  has  been  constant  since  World  War  II.    Huge  military 
ezpendutres,  which  exceed  by  many  times  government  spending  for  social  benefits, 
and  certain  monetary  and  fiscal  manipulations  accentuate  this  trend,  and  at  tlmBs 
can  even  be  the  prime  causes  for  a  new  price  Inflation.    And  conversely,  even  if 
military  spending  remains  high,  the  use  of  monetary  and  fiscal  measures  to  "fight 
inflation  might  help  bring  on  a  depression. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  monopoly  competition  within  a  high  price  system  is  a 
prime  factor  making  for  crisis  because  it  Increases  unemployment,  harupers  higher 
production  levels  since  It  can  assure  large  monopoly  profits  even  when  operating 
much  below  capacity,  and  reduces  purchasing  power.    Such  wage  increases  as  labor 
is  able  to  win  lag  behind  its  rise  in  productivity,  with  the  result  that  monopoly 
Is  able  to  realize  higher  profits,  since  the  decline  in  unit  costs  even  at  low 
production  levels  more  than  offsets  the  wage  rise.    Instead  of  passing  on  to  the 
consumer  Its  share  of  the  benefits  of  greater  productivity,  monopoly  uses  wage 
raises  as  a  pretext  for  raising  prices,  and  by  blaming  labor  seeks  to  create 
antagonism  between  the  unions  In  monopolized  Industries  and  the  rest  of  the  pop- 
ulation. 

To  counteract  the  disastrous  effects  of  monopoly  competition  as  well  as  the 
anti-labor  propaganda  of  big  business,  labor  should  use  its  strength  to  impede 
the  upward  price  trend,  with  its  threat  to  the  real  wages  of  all  workers  and  its 
crisis -provoking  effects.    Since  prices  in  the  monopoly  sector  have  become  pri- 
marily an  administrative  matter,  the  strong  unions  in  this  sector  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  press  for  a  lower  price  policy  through  contract  negotiations,  together 
with  control  of  automat ion, the  shorter  work  week,  higher  wages  and  other  benefits. 
But  since  prices  affect  society  as  a  whoe,  labor  should  seek  united  action  with 
other  people's  forces  for  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  democratic  controls 
over  prices  through  government  action. 

Such  regulatory  and  financial  agencies  which  already  exist  and  are  charged 
with  controlling  public  utility,  transport  and  other  rates  in  the  public  inter- 
est, but  which  have  in  practice  followed  the  monopoly  high-price  policy,  should 
be  reconstituted  to  assure  the  direct  participation  of  labor  and  people's  organ- 
izations. At  the  same  time,  new  government  measures  should  be  sought  to  permit 
democratic  controls  over  monopoly  prices,  not  as  a  means  of  freezing  wages,  but 
hand  in  hand  with  controls  over  the  rate  of  introduction  of  labor-saving  mach- 
inery with  the  aim  of  preventing  the  permanent  displacement  of  workers  from  pro- 
duction. 

Technical  progress,  expanding  production,  full  employment,  lower  prices 
and  a  general  all-round  improvement  of  living  and  social  conditions  --  so  often 
proclaimed  as  the  aim  of  welfare  capitalism  —  cannof  be  provided  in  the  present 
society.    Only  socialist  society  can  provide  them  simultaneously  and  permanently, 
as  Inherent  Laws  of  its  development.    A  powerful  working  class  movement,  leading 
a  broad  coalition  against  monopoly,  can  prevent  deterioration  of  living  conditions 
and  gain  concessions  for  the  people  by  impeding  the  free  play  of  the  economic  laws 
of  monopoly  capitalism.    To  raise  th©  level  of  the  struggle  from  one  of  "imped- 
ing" and  of  "gaining  concessions"  requires  the  advance  to  the  struggle  for  soc- 

III 

An  anti-monopoly  program  that  seeks  to  win  the  right  tq  work  for  all  en- 
tails struggles  on  a  wide  front  for  structural  reform  In  government  as  well  as 
In  Industry.  An  all-sided  political  struggle,  sparked  by  labor,  will  have  to 
be  developed  to  counteract  monopoly 'domination  of  the  state  and  to  shut  off 
vital  areas  of  government  from  monopoly  control.  But  such  a  program  must  take 
into  account  the  nature  of  the  modem  state  and  its  swtual  function. 

The  major  extension  of  state  economic  activities  has  occurred  in  this 
country  since  the  great  crisis  of  the  1930's.    This  represents  a  crucial  advance 
of  monopoly  control  over  the  state  and  not,  as  various  refonnlsts  Interpret  it, 
the  emergence  of  the  state  as  an  independent  Intermediary  power  which  Is  supposed 
to  Impartially  regulate  the  economy  and  to  transform  capitalism  Into  a  welfare 
society.    State  Intervention  In  the  economy  has  become  a  necessary  function  of 
monopoly  caplteaism,  which  cannot  get  along  without  It.    But  this  does  not  mean 
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that  the  dlaaatroua  reactionary  consoquencee  of  monopoly  domination  ovor  the 
state  cannot  be  avertefl  by  the  united  atruggles  of  the  people,  through  pi«aaure 
upon  the  state  and.  through  Independent  political  action. 

Actually,  the  atate  has  very  little  control  -over  production,  even  less  here 
than  In  other  capitalist  countries.    The  major  growth  of  state  economic  activity 
has  been  at  the  financial  level.  In  the  form  of  huge  state  expenditures  which  are 
associated  with  the  expansion  of  all  govemmsnt  operations  and  with  a  huge  bureau- 
oracy,  but  especially  with  the  mllltarUatlon  of  the  country.    The  expansion  of 
all  forma  of  government  spending,  and  particularly  the  gigantic  military  outlay, 
arises  not  only  from  the  International  contradictions  faced  by  Imperialism  -- 
which  U.  3.  monopoly  trios  to  solve  from  "positions  of  strength"  --  but  also  from 
the  Internal  contradictions  and  especially  from  the  efforts  of  monopoly  to  prevent 
another  crisis  llto  that  of  1929,  of  which  it  Is  In  mortal  fear. 

An  anti-monopoly  program  should  aim  at  safeguarding  the  people  from  the  con- 
aequoncea  both  of  the  arma  bulld-up  and  of  a  threatening  economic  crlala.  Heavy 
arms  spending,  by  stimulating  capital  Investmnt,  served  to  sustain  and  prolong 
the  high  level  of  postwar  economic  activity  and  was  the  principal  factor  In  pre- 
venting the  receaalona  of  this  period  from  deepening  Into  severe  crisis,  although 
It  was  not  the  only  factor.    Aside  from  Its  role  In  serving  world  expansionist 
alms,  monopoly  prefers  military  spending,  rather  than  social  welfare  expenditures, 
because  of  the  huge  guaranteed  profits  In  govemoent  war  contracts  and  the  stimul- 
us provided  by  this  form  of  spending  to  greater  concentration  of  economic  power 
and  to  firmer  monopoly  control  of  the  state. 

But  amftnent  outlays  by  government,  with  their  cold  war  pressures  and  war 
dangers,  and  constant  Inflationary  effects, la  not  the  only  way  to  stimulate  capit- 
al Inveatmsnt  and  economic  growth.    Government  apendlng  devoted  to  conatruotlve 
economic  development  and  to  social  welfare  can  also  serve  to  counteract  crlela 
symptoms  and  to  hold  off  a  severe  depression.    This  becomes  Imperative  because 
pemnnent  mllltarlratlon  carries  with  It  the  danger  of  war  and  of  fascist-type 
developoBnt  within  the  country.    Furthermore,  the  shift  to  the  new  weapons  is 
having  effects  within  the  war  sector  of  tt»  economy  similar  to  autonatlon.  Mis- 
siles and  similar  weapons  require  huge  capital  Investments  In  Instrumentation, 
without  the  BBSS  production  and  large  numbers  of  workers  needed  for  conventional 
arms.    While  placing  a  heavier  tax  burden  on  the  people,  the  new  arms  production 
Is  displacing  workers  frcoi  war  Industry  and  doea  not  have  the  sane  antl-crlsls 
effect  as  the  old  war  production. 

A  people's  anti-monopoly  program  should  seek  to  shift  the  weight  of  govern- 
ment spending  to  constructive  social  purposes,  that  will  have  the  effect  of  count- 
eracting crisis  symptoms  while  reducing  the  heavy  burden  and  the  dangers  of  arms 
spending.    Labor  and  a  broad  democratic  front  ought  to  fight  for  govemmsnt  spend- 
ing policies  that  are  directed  to  such  constructive  purposes  as  the  solution  of 
the  unemployment  problem,  economic  development  of  the  South  and  otl«r  underdevel- 
oped and  nfirglnal  areas,  housing  and  mstropolltan  dovelopoent,  education,  science, 
and  other  pressing  peacetime  tasks. 

The  frustration  or  curbing  of  monopoly  expansion  abroad  by  the  progress  of 
socialism  and  of  national  liberation,  and  the  emerging  possibility  of  averting 
war  within  the  new  world  structure,  present  new  opportunities  to  the  anti-monopoly 
forces  within  the  country  for  effective  struggles  to  shift  the  emphasis  from  mili- 
tarization of  the  economy  to  Its  peacetlne  developnent.    Hand  In  hand  with  the 
struggle  for  a  policy  of  peaceful  negotiations  to  end  the  cold  war,  there  has  to 
b«)  a  struggle  for  an  alternate  domestic  policy  of  peacetime  economic  development 
and  of  trade  with  all  countries.    Under  conditions  of  economic  competition  between 
the  two  world  systems,  the  terms  of  that  competition  can  be  turned  to  the  advant- 
age of  the  American  people  by  a  united  and  growing  struggle  against  monopoly  which 
seeks  to  curb  Ita  power  and  to  Impede  Its  freedom  of  action  against  the  people. 
Peaceful  economic  competition  between  the  two  systems  will  not  of  Itself  change 
the  motivation  and  operation  of  monopoly  capitalism.    But  socialist  progress  and 
policies  by  the  force  of  example  generate  pressures  upon  the  domastlc  policies  of 
monopoly,  which  the  labor  and  democratic  forces  should  exploit  to  exact  greater 
concessions  frcm  monopoly  and  to  advance  toward  basic  social  changes. 

Propoaals  for  structural  changes  In  the  corporate  network  and  in  go#OftimBnt 
economic  functlona  which  have  as  their  aim  the  curbing  of  monopoly  should  be  dl- 
l«cted  principally  at  dismantling  the  peak  financial  Interest  groups  —  like  the 
Eookefeller,  Morgan, du  Pont  and  Mellon  emplrea.  Their  control  cuts  across  Indus- 
trial, financial  and  commercial  lines,  without  regard  to  the  actual  function  of 
their  investments  in  production  and  distribution.  Command  of  vast  accumulations 
of  capital  (whether  In  the  big  banks  and  insurance  companies  or  in  the  industrial 
corporations)  permits  those  peak  monopoly  groups  to  dictate  policies  with  respect 
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to  Investment,  production,  labor,  prices,  credit,  and  foreign  aid,  through  govern- 
ment and  through  their  own  Institutions.    It  la  this  contending  position  In  the 
economy  that  gives  the  top  monopoly  groups  power  over  the  nation  and  serves  as 
their  base  for  aggressive  expansion  abroad,  with  the  consequent  dangers  of  war. 

This  area  of  top  monopoly  control  should  be  the  principal  target  of  the 
struggle  to  decentralize  and  dismantle  the  centers  of  corporate  power,  rather 
than  the  big  and  Integrated  production  unite  themselves.    Large-scale  production, 
with  Its  advanced  technology  and  efficient  organization  of  all  the  elements  of 
production,  represents  a  high  level  of  social  labor,  which  la  a  permanent  achieve- 
ment.   Monopoly  now  uses  It  to  obtain  neximum  profits  through  the  exploitation  and 
robbery  of  the  people;  under  socialism,  large-scale  production  would  be  taken  over 
by  the  nation  and  used  for  the  maximum  benefit  of  the  people.    In  this  hiatorlc 
sense,  monopoly  control  is  temporary  and  technical  progress  Is  permanent,  emd 
therefore  the  former,  despite  its  great  present  power,  is  subject  to  structural 
change  by  the  action  and  pressure  of  the  people . 

However,  this  does  not  mean  that  a  fetish  should  be  made  out  of  preserving 
large-scale  production  In  all  Instances.    In  order  to  advance  the  freedom  of  the 
Negro  people  and  democratic  development  of  the  South,  for  example,  the  large 
semi-feudal  plantation  units  should  be  broken  up  and  divided  among  the  croppers 
and  tenants.    Or,  in  order  to  save  masses  of  farmers  from  eviction,  an  anti- 
monopoly  program  might  seek  to  limit  the  size  of  landownings  and  restrict  the 
scale  of  integration  and  contract  farming.    Similarly,  restrictions  may  be  sought 
upon  the  merger  of  Industrial  operations  when  it  leads  to  the  elimination  of  small 
and  medium  enterprise  and  the  further  concentration  of  monopoly  control  in  the 
peak  groups.    In  defense  of  democracy  and  public  morality,  considerations  of  ef- 
ficiency should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  breaking  up  monopolies  In  all  neana  of 
mass  culture  --  like  the  newsprint  industry,  newspaper  chains,  television  and 
radio  networks,  and  movies.    Nor  will  the  people  worry  about  efficiency  when  a 
peace  policy  requires  the  dismantling  or  complete  reconversion  of  armament  ind- 
ustries. 

The  participation  of  labor,  community  and  people's  organizations  In  old  and 
new  regulatory  agencies  and  basic  reform  of  the  tax  system  would  be  important 
steps  towards  establiahlng  democratic  controls  over  monopoly  operations.  But 
these  would  not  amount  to  structural  reform  of  the  state -corporate  ayatem  unless 
they  lead  in  the  direction  of  important  nationalizations.    The  previous  signific- 
ant structural  change  was  the  emergence  on  a  wide  acale  of  government  intervention 
in  the  economy  during  the  1930 'a,  which  monopoly  at  flrat  oppoaed  but  then  turned 
to  its  own  advantage.    The  next  significant  series  of  structural  reforms  is  In 
the  realm  of  nationalization,  which  labor  and  the  people  must  seek  to  turn  to 
their  advantage. 

The  public  services  --  such  as  electric  and  gas  utilities,  railroads  and 
airlines,  and  telecommunications  --  are  not  only  particularly  profitable  means 
of  mulcting  the  public  but  have  also  become  centers  of  high  financial  control 
which  are  used  by  monopoly  to  extend  its  sway  over  branches  of  the  economy  depend- 
ent upon  these  services.    While  fighting  for  a  system  of  democratic  controls  over 
rates  in  the  interests  of  the  people  and  the  non-monopoly  consumers,  a  people's 
united  front  should  press  for  government  ownership  when  this  is  required  to  re- 
organize and  improve  these  services  while  reducing  rates.    Wh^n  they  are  locally 
controlled  they  ahould  be  transferred  to  the  states  or  to  the  municipalities. 

The  entire  field  of  housing  and  the  interrelated  problems  of  city  and  sub- 
urban planning,  schools  and  cultural  facilities,  highways,  metropolitan  transport, 
and  the  location  of  Industry  now  require  urgent  solution  and  can  no  longer  be  left 
to  the  localities.    Their  solution  requirea  a  high  level  of  government  planning  — 
Federal  and  State  -  if  the  neceasary  resources  are  to  be  gathered  and  if  public 
necessity  is  to  rule  over  the  private  real  estate  Interests  and  bankers.  But 
govemmsnt  planning  will  serve  primarily  these  same  interests  unless  labor 
the  people's  community  organizations  intervene  energetically.  Insisting  upon  their 
participation  In  the  public  boards,  agencies  and  owning  authorltfes  set  up  for 
these  purposes . 

The  resources  of  the  Federal  Government  should  bo  used  to  bring  about  a 
structural  reform  of  Southern  agriculture  by  dividing  the  semi-feudal  plantations 
into  farms  for  the  former  croppers  and  tenants,  while  encouraging  the  all-around 
Industrialization  of  this  underdeveloped  region  and  building  adequate  school, 
health,  and  housing  facilities.    Basic  reform  of  the  tax  system,  In  addition  t" 
shifting  the  burden  from  the  low-Income  families  •^nd■  medium  b"=<~""> 
and  the  big  corporations,  should  provide  for   '  * 


2238    COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 


duce  new  Induetrial  growth  in  the  South,  ae  well  as  In  the  aepreesed  areae.  If 
the  big  employers  can  now  use  the  tax  system  to  nftke  the  people  pay  for  their 
new  equipment  and  plant,  an  antl -monopoly  united  front  should  seek  to  use  the 
tax  eyetem  to  noke  the  corporations  redirect  their  Investment  In  such  a  fashion 
as  to  reduce  unemployment  and  assist  regional  developioBnt. 

An  effective  anti-monopoly  program  should  favor  govemoBnt  ownership  of  new 
Industries  resulting  from  scientific  Inventions  which  have  been  developed  under 
public  auspices,  like  atomic  energy  and  outer-space  missiles.    Efforts  to  de- 
nationalize the  section  of  tl»  atomic  energy  Industry  now  under  govonunent  owner- 
ship by  turning  over  atomic  power  devolopoient  to  private  corporations  should  be 
stopped.    Instead,  the  entlr*  Industry  --  from  raw  materials  to  the  finished 
product--ehould  be  nationalized  and  developed  as  a  government -operated  enterprise 
for  peaceful  purposes.    Industries  that  depend  prluBrlly  upon  govemiaent  contracts 
--  like  airplane  and  missile  manufacture  --  should  be  taken  over  and  operated  by 
the  government. 

GlveawayB  of  national  resources  should  be  halted.  Public  lands  and  the  rich- 
es cortalned  therein  --  oil,  other  minerals,  forests,  water  power  --  should  re- 
nain  In  Federal  government  ownership  and  be  developed  In  the  public  Interest  by 
govemnent  enterprise.  The  development  of  water  power,  navigation,  rural  elect- 
rification and  irrigation,  as  well  as  soil  and  timber  conservation  and  other 
associated  activitlos  should  be  pursued  on  the  TVA  model,  but  with  direct  labor 
and  connunlty  participation  on  the  management  boards. 

Mergers  and  anftlgaiiat ions  which  would  result  in  further  concentration  of 
economic  power  in  top  finance -capitalist  groups  should  be  prohibited.    Big  firms 
being  forced  into  bankruptcy  or  merger  should  be  taken  over  by  the  govemoent, 
while  the  position  of  small  and  medium  enterprise  on  the  land,  in  industry  and 
In  commerce  should  be  defended  by  government -backed  measures  providing  equal  ac- 
cess to  credit,  raw  materials,  patents,  cheap  motive  power,  as  well  as  marketing 
aids  and  other  meaeures  that  would  defend  and  improve  the  position  of  the  non- 
monopoly  sector  in  relation  to  monopoly  In  any  industry.    Government  controls 
should  be  established  over  monopoly  foreign  Investment  and  trade  to  prevent  Its 
Interference  with  the  sovereignty  of  other  nations,  while  foreign  trade  channels 
should  be  opened  to  small  and  medium  enterprise,  which,  unlike  the  monopolies, 
do  not  seek  strategic  control  of  foreign  resources  and  exclusive  domination  of 
markets  and  spheres  of  Influence. 

These  and  other  anti-ncnopoly  measures  should  move  In  the  direction  of  the 
nationalization  of  monopoly  property,  with  compensation  only  for  the  non-monopoly 
stockholders,  whenever  monopoly  obstructs  the  ImnBdiate  objectives  felt  by  the 
people  as  necessary  to  their  welfare.    Confiscation  of  property  in  the  public 
welfare  has  taken  place  in  this  country  before.    When  the  Tories  obstructed  in- 
dependence their  property  was  confiscated.    When  the  counter-revolution  of  the 
elavemasters  was  defeated  their  property  in  slaves  was  confiscated,  and  the 
country  is  still  suffering  from  the  failure  to  confiscate  their  landed  property 
as  well.    Wlien  monopoly  obstructs  social  well-being  and  peace,  its  property 
rights  should  also  be  subject  to  forfeiture.    This  revolutionary  doctrine  Is 
deeply  rooted  in  our  history;  It  has  historical,  social,  moral  and  also  Consti- 
tutional Justification,  and  a  social  necessity  of  its  own  for  the  present  period. 

Nationalization  by  the  bourgeois  state  does  not  of  itself  mean  socialism. 
Only  when  power  has  passed  to  the  working  class  and  its  allies  does  nationalized 
property  become  common  ownership  by  the  people,  and  only  then  Is  it  possible  to 
transform  state  economic  measures  into  real  social  planning  for  the  people's  wel- 
fare.   Nationalization  under  capitalist  conditions  represents  Important  basic 
changes  in  structure,  reflecting  and  accentuating  the  contradiction  between  the 
very  high  level  of  social  labor  arising  from  the  extreme  complexity  of  modem 
Industrial  society,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  restrictive,  outmoded  form  of  pri- 
vate ownership,  especially  in  monopoly  property,  on  the  other.    The  level  of 
nationalization  in  a  highly  developed  monopoly  society  is  indicative  of  the  de- 
gree to  which  society  Is  becoming  unable  to  operate  In  the  old  way,  but  it  does 
not  yet  signify  that  the  basic  crisis  of  transformation  into  a  new  society  has 
been  solved.    Nor  do  measures  of  nationalization  in  themselves  necessarily  repre- 
sent an  advance  to  socialism,  a  sort  of  step-by-step  evolution.    In  one  sense 
can  they  be  considered  an  aid  to  socialism:    Capitalist  state  economic  Interven- 
tion, Including  nationalization  of  production,  make  the  transition  to  aoclallsm 
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easier  --  once  power  la  transferred  to  the  working  clase.  That  la  why  capital- 
late  have  a  mixed  approach  to  all  ejrtenelona  of  atate  economic  activity,  welcom- 
ing eucb  measurea  when  they  are  needed  to  serve  their  Intereats  and  at  tt«  earns 
tine  fearing  them  as  omens  of  the  future . 

The  actual  role  that  bourgeois  nationalization  plays  In  given  clrcumstancoB 
la  determined  by  the  level  of  Independent  development  of  the  working  claae  and 
people's  forces,  the  class  composition  of  the  government,  and  the  world  frame- 
work.   When  monopoly  la  In  complete  command  of  the  government,  and  the  opposing 
clasB  and  people 'a  forces  are  inauff Iclently  developed,  nationalization  can  be 
node  primarily  to  serve  reactionary  purposes  --  politically.  In  strengthening 
the  monopoly  atate  apparatus  and  choking  democracy;economlcally.  In  accelerating 
the  concentration  of  monopoly  power;  In  world  affairs,  In  heightening  the  danger 
of  war.    On  the  other  hand,  state  economic  Inteirventlon  and  nationalization  can 
also  be  made  to  serve  the  Interests  of  the  people  if  by  their  economic  and  demo- 
cratic struggles  and  their  Independent  political  activity,  building  up  a  power- 
ful united  front  and  popular  coalitions,  they  are  able  to  Intrude  Into  government, 
curb  monopoly  power  within  the  atate  Itaelf ,  and  wreat  from  It  fundamental  con- 
cessions.   Under  conditions  of  a  resurgent  mass  democratic  movement,  a  powerful 
coaiblnatlon  of  working  clasa  and  people's  forces  with  a  nejorlty  In  Congresa  and 
control  over  the  Administrative  branch  can  advance  toward  transforming  all  state 
economic  activity  Into  socially  progreaslve  measures  by  eliminating  monopoly  from 
the  economic  and  political  life  of  the  nation. 


### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  9 


7.    Class  and  Strategic  Alllancee 

Recent  evift  changes  In  the  class  composition  of  the  Anerlcan  people  broaden 
the  potential  scope  of  the  united  front  against  monopoly,  an4  also  present  new 
problems  with  respect  to  class  and  social  alliances. 

Within  a  few  decades,  and  at  an  Increasing  tempo  since  World  War  11,  the 
American  people  have  become  a  nation  ovorwhelmlngly  of  wage-earners.  Techno- 
logical change  hand  In  hand  with  the  growth  of  monopoly  has  accelerated  the 
polarization  of  classes  throughout  Anerlcan  society.    Far  from  creating  a 
"new  middle  class,"  as  believers  In  the  "new  capitalism"  contend,  only  15  per 
cent  of  all  those  gainfully  employed  today  are  farmers,  capitalists,  buslneaemen 
and  self-eaploj-ed  professionals.    The  rest  are  wage-earners,  although  with  widely 
differentiated  strata  among  them--from  the  extrenely  exploited  farm  laborers  to 
the  high  salaried  scientists  and  technicians.    Employront  In  all  categories  Is 
now  also  more  concentrated  within  the  orbit  of  the  big  corporations, whose  de- 
cisions on  economic  and  social  policy  affect  directly  the  conditions  of  the  nftjor- 
ity  of  wage-earners  and  set  the  pattern  for  the  rest. 

These  changes  have  enhanced  the  potential  role  of  the  working  class  as  the 
leading  force  for  social  in-ogress.    But  this  role  cannot  be  realized  unless  the 
labor  movement  seriously  begins  to  solve  the  problems  arising  from  these  changee, 
and  particularly  from  the  radical  shifts  In  the  composition  of  tt»  working  class 
Itself.    Th«8e  ohlfts  arise  both  from  the  nature  of  the  technical  revolution  in 
production  and  from  the  vast  expansion  of  all  functions  connected  with  distribu- 
tion, marketing,  financing  and  servicing  of  consumers'  goods,  as  well  as  the 
expanding  operations  of  government  and  of  corporation  management.    While  the 
number  of  manual  workers  engaged  in  production  tends  to  renfiin  constant,  even 
as  output  rises,  the  non-nsnual  and  white  collar  sectors,  especially  the  trained 
technical  personnel,  tend  to  rise  rapidly.    These  new  sectors  of  unorganized  wage- 
earners.  In  addition  to  the  older  fields  long  neglected  by  the  trade  unions,  are 
to  a  considerable  extent  capable  of  organization,  the  largest  numbers  being  con- 
centrated in  the  trustified  branches  and  In  the  eovomment  structure. 

The  defense  of  the  interests  of  the  key  sectors  of  the  production  workers 
and  the  advance  of  the  trade  unions  require  a  new  leap  forward  In  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  unorganized,  of  a  scope  and  a  sweep  comparable  to  the  labor  upsurge 
of  the  1930'e  which  won  for  Industrial  unionism  the  decisive  positions  In  the 
trustified  mass  production  Industries.    Soce  of  the  old  neglected  taoks--unlon- 
Ization  of  the  factory  farms,  of  the  expanding  low-wage  Industries  of  the  South 
and  of  the  clerical  occuFatlon8--now  acquire  a  new  urgency  If  the  employers,  in 
their  effort  to  place  th«  burden  of  automation  upon  the  manual  production  work- 
ers, are  to  be  prevented  from  playing  off  against  each  other  various  categories 
of  the  workers  in  diverse  branches  of  the  economy.    Nor  can  the  unions  continue 
to  neglect  the  special  problems  of  the  Negro  workers,  of  the  women  and  of  the 
youth  leaving  school  to  enter  the  labor  force.    Tt-e  manifold  and  complex  changes 
involved  In  the  technical  revolution  and  in  the  extension  of  monopoly  and  gov- 
ernment operations  IntD  the  fsr  reaches  of  the  economy  demand  a  similar  exten- 
sion of  the  organization  and  functions  of  organized  labor,  If  it  is  to  spark 
and  lead  a  united  fron-:  of  the  people  against  monopoly.    Consolidating  the 
decisive  positions  in  the  mass  production  Industries  where  labor  directly 
confronts  peak  monopoly,  extending  outward  to  incl'ide  other  Important  sectors 
of  the  workers  In  production,  the  unions  will  have  to  press  forward  to  organize 
the  '/ast  body  of  non-blue -collar  wage-earners. 

To  meet  the  challenge  of  automation,  it  is  imperative  for  the  unions  to 
solve  the  new  problems  cf  organization  arislrg  from  the  rapid  growth  (more 
rapid  than  any  other  labor  sector)  of  the  force  of  technicians  and  scientists 
whose  role  In  production  has  Increased  with  th-e  technological  advance.  Large 
numbers  of  clerical  workers  are  also  directly  Involved  in  the  operation  of  the 
new  technology.    Misnaned  the  "elarled  middle  class"  by  bourgeois  soclcloglsts, 
the  engineers,  scientists  and  oth^r  speclalietB  are  essentially  wage -earners, 
dli-ectly  connected  with  production.    Highly  paid,  they  tend  in  the  majority  to 
resist  trade  union  organization,  being  corporate -minded  and  strongly  middle- 
class  in  their  Ideology.    Their  sense  of  privilege  Is  heightened  by  the  fact 
th^,.t  they  have  beco-«  the  new  aristocrats'  of  production,  enjoying  Incompardbly 
setter  conditions  than  workers  on  the  line  and  greater  Job  security.    The  inper- 
atlve  organization  of  this  unorganized  sector  requires  a  trade  union  initiative  of 
the  first  order,  with  a  special,  Ksny-sided  apprcach.-ldeologlcal  and  political 
as  well  as  organizational,  and  reaching  Into  tte  educational  system  Itself.  For 
the  institutions  of  higher  learning  have  really  become  Industrial  vocational 
schools  for  the  new  technology. 
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In  the  strategy  of  the  clasB  struggle  against  monopoly,  the  alliance 
between  the  labor  movement  and  the  Negro  liberation  struggle  occupies  the  central 
rule.    This  la  an  outcome  of  the  specif Ic  features  of  American  historical  develop- 
ment, which  has  organically  linked  the  struggle  for  Negro  freedom,  including  the 
democratic  revolution  in  the  South,  with  the  striving  of  all  working  people  for 
democratic  and  social  progress.    The  very  structure  of  American  society  and 
politics  today,  with  its  historically  evolved  features,  has  provided  monopoly 
with  its  chief  ally — the  Dixiecrat  reaction,  rooted  in  the  remnants  of  the  slave 
past.    Thus,  for  the  advancement  of  each  and  in  their  mutual  intoroat,  the  labor 
movement  and  the  Negro  freedom  movement  are  compelled  to  combine  in  united  action 
against  the  monopoly -Dlxiecrat  reaction.    Since  the  Abolitionist  movement,  the 
fight  for  Negro  freedom  has  been  a  central  theme,  at  times  the  dynamo,  of  deno- 
cratic  progress  in  the  country.    This  is  a  pemsnent  characteristic  of  social 
progress,  reaching  into  the  socialist  future.    Under  preeent-day  conditions,  with 
the  surge  forward  of  the  Negro  in  America  for  his  full  rights  In  every  sphere  and 
with  the  inspiring  successes  of  the  colonial  liberation  abroad,  the  Labor-Negro 
alliance  is  eigaln  the  touchstone  of  democracy  and  social  progress  in  the  United 
States. 

Eecent  changes  have  greatly  strengthened  and  broadened  the  base  for  this 
alliance.    The  weakening  of  the  plantation  economy  of  the  South  by  capitalist 
attrition  over  many  years,  and  especially  in  the  postwar  period, Improves  the 
prospects  for  its  final  eradication  by  the  mass  movement  and  for  the  elimination 
of  Dlxelcratism  as  a  power,  both  in  the  South  and  in  national  political  life. 
By  the  same  process  of  internal  capitalist  expansion  which  weakened  the  old  plant- 
ation system,  large  sectors  of  the  Negro  peasantry  have  become  workers,  and  they 
now  comprise  the  majority  of  the  Negro  people.    This  has  altered  radically  the 
class  relations  among  the  Negro  people  and  has  also  strengthened  the  common  clasa 
bond  between  labor  and  the  Negro  people  as  a  whole. 

The  effects  of  these  changes  are  far-reaching.    Within  the  working  class, 
broader  ground  now  exists  for  the  process  of  integration  and  Negro-white  unity, 
although  here  too  a  constant  struggle  has  to  be  waged  against  race  bias  and  for 
the  recognition  of  the  special  demands  of  the  Negro  workers  arising  from  their 
underprivileged  position.    Nevertheless,  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Negro  component 
of  the  working  class  is  bound  to  give  a  new  powerful  Impulse  to  the  Integratlon- 
ist  process,  and  is  raising  the  possibility  for  the  solution  of  the  Negro  national 
question  along  integration ist  rather  than  separatist  lines.    This  is  favored  also 
by  the  increased  weight  of  the  working  class  within  the  Negro  liberation  movement 
itself,  offsetting  the  wavering  middle-class  leadership  and  promising  to  give  the 
movement  as  a  whole  a  more  militant  and  consistent  direction.    The  Negro-white 
working  class  provides  the  possibility  of  firm  cohesion  between  the  labor  move- 
irent  and  the  Negro  freedom  movement,  for  a  broad  alliance  which  will  encompass 
the  entire  Negro  people  and  embody  the  combination  of  democratic  and  working-class 
objectives  which  mean  social  progress  for  the  country  as  a  whole.    It  remains  for 
the  organized  labor  movement  to  overcome  its  serious  lag  with  respect  to  the 
struggle  for  Negro  rights.  If  it  is  to  realize  the  great  potential  of  the  Labor- 
Negro  alliance. 

Placing  the  Labor-Negro  alliance  in  this  central  way  should  not  lead  to  an 
underestimation  of  the  role  of  the  small  and  medium-  ized  farmers  In  th«  anti- 
monopoly  united  front.    It  is  incorrect  to  think  that  mechanization  together  with 
monopoly  concentration  in  agriculture  is  solving  the  farm  problem.    While  the  rel- 
ative role  of  agriculture,  and  particularly  small  farming,  in  the  economj-  as  a 
whole  has  declined  further,  the  contradictions  on  the  countryside  have  been  ac- 
centuated.   Classes  among  the  farmers  have  been  polarized  to  the  extreme.  The 
pole  of  the  factory  farm,  employing  large  numbers  of  wage -workers  on  a  seasonal 
basis,  has  grown  rapidly.    During  recent  years,  the  "revolution"  In  agriculture 
has  thrown  millions  of  farmers  off  the  land,  among  them  many  Negro  croppers  and 
tenants  who  have  migrated  away  from  the  plantation.    Half  of  the  remaining  till- 
ers of  the  soil  have  been  reduced  to  part-time  or  subsistence  farming,  while  the 
family-sized  commercial  farmers,  unable  to  compete  with  Big  Business  agriculture, 
are  insecure  in  income  and  tenure.    With  the  spread  of  vertical  integration, nsny 
of  the  medium  farms  h^ve  become  appendages  to  the  big  farm  enterprises,  and  all 
of  them  are  victimized  by  the  processing,  farm  machinery  and  banking  corporations. 
Whatever  relief  may  be  momentarily  supplied  by  government  subsidies  and  price  sup- 
port, which  make  a  premium  out  of  reduced  production  and  are  of  greatest  benefit 
to  the  big  growers,  these  measures  cannot  solve  the  crisis  of  American  agriculture. 

Accordingly,  the  mass  of  farmers  are  among  the  most  ant 1 -monopoly  conscious 
forces  in  the  country,  with  a  rich  background  of  third -party  revolt  against  big 
business.    Despite  the  fact  that  recent  changes  have  reduced  the  relative  weight 
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of  the  farmerB  In  national  polltlce,  In  Important  farm  reglone  they  continue  to 
play  a  key  role  In  State  politics  and  In  Labor-Farner  coalltlonB.  Since  many 
faroBre  now  work  both  on  the  land  and  in  Industry,  the  Labor-Farmsr  alliance  has 
a  cloBor  organic  bond  than  previously  and  favors  the  organization  of  the  agric- 
ultural laborers  on  the  factory  farms.  In  the  South,  the  struggle  for  basic 
agrarian  reform  is  of  direct  Interest  to  the  white  as  well  aa  Kegro  farmers,  for 
It  IB  directed  against  those  forma  of  tenancy  and  farm  financing  which  have  also 
Increased  the  dependence  of  the  poor  white  farners  on  the  large  landowners,  and 
a  democratic  tranafonnation  would  be  in  their  intereats.  Becauee  of  their  role 
in  production  and  the  Inaecurity  to  which  they  are  expoaed,  the  maas  of  famera 
throughout  the  country  can  be  powerful  allies  of  the  working  claae  in  the  atrug- 
gle  agalnet  monopoly.' 

Also  as  a  conaequence  of  recent  economic  and  social  changes,  a  further  dif- 
ferentiation haa  taken  place  within  the  bourgeoiaie.    Aa  a  tiny  minority  of  super- 
capltalleta  preempted  wider  aectora  of  the  economy,  the  preaaures  upon  the  email 
capltallata  and  buslnessmsn  increased.    Many  were  displaced  entirely,  especially 
email  bualneaa  by  the  eipaneion  of  the  giant  chaln-atorea .    Others  were  absorbed 
by  the  bigger  corporations  or  themaelvea  merged  to  meet  monopoly  competition. 
Still  othere  are  brought  Into  dependence  upon  big  capital  as  suppliers  of  parte 
to  largo  Industrial  enterprlaea,  or  through  agency  networks  for  mrketlng  heavy 
consumsra  goods,  or  by  big  business  control  over  raw  materials,  capital  resources 
and  nBrketa.    Together  with  thia,  neny  aelf -employed  professionals  have  been  ab- 
sorbed as  wage-eamera  within  the  corporate  structure.    The  growing  pressure  upon 
the  middle  strata  of  industry  and  connerce  nay  have  been  obscured  by  the  specula- 
tive freniy  in  which  these  sectors  participated  during  the  high  prosperity  years. 
But  the  old  trend,  which  continued  late  Into  the  Imperialist  era,  of  the  constant 
recreation  of  small  and  medium  onterpriee  ia  now  on  the  ebb.    While  there  are 
atlll  many  exceptions,  the  overriding  trend  is  toward  the  further  dieplacemsnt  or 
subordination  of  the  middle  strata,  with  mounting  antagonlame  between  monopoly 
and  the  non-monopoly  sectors  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

If  the  full  potential  of  the  united  front  agalnet  monopoly  la  to  be  devel- 
oped, the  positions  of  the  middle  strata  should  be  defended  against  Big  Business. 
The  small  and  medium  capitalists,  in  the  non-monopoly  sector,  aons  of  whom  employ 
hundreds  of  workers  in  relatively  big  enterprises,  tend  to  be  as  much  anti-labor 
ae  ant  1 -monopoly.    By  supporting  their  concrete  deimnds  against  Big  Business, 
labor  can,  at  least  in  part  and  on  important  issues,  win  them  aa  alllee,  or  neut- 
ralize imjxjrtant  aectora.    As  labor  already  does  in  some  industriea,  the  tactic 
can  be  further  evolved  of  directing  the  mla  burden  of  the  class  struggle  against 
monopoly.    With  such  an  approach  it  will  bo  possible  to  build  both  the  united 
front  against  monopoly  and  the  trade  unions  throughout  the  economy. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  middle  strata  that  generally  they  are  afraid 
of  basic  social  change,  and  eapoclally  of  eociallsm.    But  the  situation  la  eucb 
in  this  country,  that  a  united  front  agalnet  monopoly  in  the  period  ahead  also 
carries  with  it  certain  asaurancoa  for  the  future,  aa  far  aa  the  middle  atrata 
are  concerned.    For  in  this  country,  the  elimination  of  monopoly  by  socialist 
nationalization  would  Immediately  provide  an  extensive  and  adequate  base  for 
socialism  at  a  high  economic  level.    Under  such  circumstances,  small  and  medium 
enterprise  on  a  private  ownership  basis  could  continue  for  eome  time  within  the 
overall  framework  of  socialist  development  and  planning.    While  monopoly  offers 
the  middle  strata  the  prospect  at  any  moment  of  sudden  obliteration,  socialism 
can  provide  a  long  period  of  adjustment  and  gradual  Bociallst  transformation, 
on  a  voluntary  basis,  in  the  course  of  which  they  can  play  a  constructive  role. 

With  recent  advances  in  technology,  the  Bcientists  and  other  technical 
professionals  have  come  to  play  a  more  Important  role  in  production.  Together 
with  this,  the  educators  and  Intellectuals  generally  have  been  made  to  serve 
the  new  neede  of  monopoly,  not  only  in  the  preparation  of  the  young  generation 
but  also  in  the  complex  superstructure  of  marketing  and  salesmanship  which  be- 
cams  necessary  to  big  business.    The  misuse  of  the  wonderful  scientific  discov- 
eries for  destructive  purposes,  the  gigantic  waste  inherent  in  the  forced  sale 
of  anything  that  will  net  high  profits,  the  insult  to  common  intelligence  an-^ 
the  moral  decay  inherent  In  high-powered  and  omnipotent  Madison  Avenue  crusades, 
and  the  general  vulgarization  of  all  cultural  values  by  big  business  civilization 
are  creating  a  profound  crisis  in  the  nation's  Intellectual  life.    The  Corpora- 
tion Man,  sold  body  and  soul  to  monopoly,  le  the  symbol  of  stagnation  and  decay. 
A  -developing  anti-monopoly  united  front,  sparked  by  a  resurgent  mass  movement 
and  Initiating  a  democratic  and  cultural  revival  in  the  land,  will  exert  a  pow- 
erful attraction  upon  all  categories  of  intellectual  workers.    They  have  a 
particularly  Important  role  to  play  In  social  progress,  and  the  labor  and  pro- 
gressive movenent  needs  to  create  an  atmosphere  in  which  they  will  feel  at  home. 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  10 
8.    Independent  Political  Action 

In  the  Conmunlst  view,  the  next  major  advance  of  Independent  political  ac- 
tion will  lead  to  the  formation  of  a  labor-led  people's  party.    Llfcs  neanlngful 
advances  of  the  past.  It  will  be  a  product  of  sweeping  economic  and  democratic 
mass  struggles.    It  Is  Impossible  to  foretell  th^  exact  form  of  such  a  party, 
or  the  Issues  which  will  prove  decisive  In  Its  formation.    But  Its  general  direc- 
tion and  content  may  be  indicated.    If  such  a  party  la  to  servo  effectively  as 
the  political  expression  of  a  broad  democratic  front  of  the  people  against  monopoly, 
Its  emergence  would  Involve  a  mass  break-away  from  the  traditional  two-party  system. 
It  would  have  to  be  based  firmly  on  the  trade  unions,  have  at  Its  core  a  solid 
Labor-Negro  alliance,  and  win  the  adherence  of  the  mass  of  farmers  and  of  the  city 
middle  strata. 

Since  the  end  of  the  last  century,  the  history  of  popular  political  action 
can  be  divided  roughly  into  two  periods,  each  with  a  characteristic  form.  Until 
the  1920 's,  Independent  political  efforts  by  the  people  took  the  form  predominantly 
of  national  and  state  farmer-labor  parties.    Beginning  with  the  Populists,  these 
movements  were  led  by  radical  farm  and  middle -class  forces.    Although  workers  also 
participated,  the  main  trade  union  leadership  generally  confined  their  political 
activities  within  the  two-party  system,  following  a  primitive  pressure  policy  of 
"reward  your  friends  and  punish  your  enemies."    While  the  popular  political  revolts 
were  directed  against  the  entrenched  money  or  monopoly  iJower,  Gompe^'s  and  other 
early  A  F  of  L  leaders  set  a  pattern  of  class  collaboration  that  was  to  plague  the 
labor  movement  for  decades  to  come.    It  was  not  until  192U,  in  the  presidential 
campaign  for  LaFollette  by  the  Progressive  Party,  that  the  trade  unions  officially 
endorsed  an  Independent  third  party.    This  represented  an  Important  transition 
from  political  revolt  of  the  Populist  type  to  third-party  action  of  the  labor  typo. 
Despite  a  high  national  vote  (.17%  of  the  total)  and  significant  regional  successes, 
economic  stabilization  and  the  withdrawal  of  official  trade  union  endorsement 
resulted  In  the  rapid  demise  of  the  national  party. 

These  earlier  movements  were  the  product  of  mass  protest  against  monopoly 
power  in  the  economy  and  in  government  during  the  period  of  the  rise  and  consol- 
idation of  Big  Business.    Their  programs  Included  planks  for  government  ownership 
of  railroads,  banks  and  enterprises  engaged  in  the  processing  of  farm  products, 
as  well  as  reforms  intended  to  break  up  the  trusts  and  to  protect  the  democratic 
rights  of  the  people.    While  they  also  included  various  socialist  tendencies,  the 
onli  mass  political  movement  which  proclalmsd  socialism  as  the  aim  was  that  of 
the  Socialist  Party,  with  Eugene  Debs  as  standard-bearer,  in  the  years  inaned lately 
preceding  World  War  I. 

During  the  great  mass  upheaval  of  the  crisis  decade  of  the  1930'8,  popular 
political  action  was  focused  within  the  two-party  framework,  principally  In  the 
Democratic  Party.    However,  it  represented  a  higher  form  of  political  action  than 
the  narrow  pressure  policy  of  the  old  craft  unions.    With  the  formation  of  the  CIO, 
Industrial  unionism  In  the  key  mass  production  industries  provided  a  more  powerful 
base.    In  place  of  the  old  hlt-or-miss  action  of  labor,  a  more  or  loss  coherent 
and  united  labor  vote  made  Itself  felt  in  national  and  local  politics.    Within  the 
Democratic  Party,  labor's  political  action  committees  operated  as  an  organized  so- 
cial force,  providing  the  staunchest  support  to  New  Deal  reform,  and  with  consid- 
erable Influence  at  times  and  in  some  places  on  choice  of  candidates. 

Although  labor  was  not  accorded  a  place  in  the  official  leadership  of  tr« 
Democratic  Party  nor  among  prominent  candidates  for  public  office,  it  was  a  force 
to  be  reckoned  with.    Labor  operated  within  the  party  through  an  alliance  between 
the  unions  --  specifically  the  Progressive  wing,  supported  by  the  Loft  --  and  the 
liberal  wing  of  the  Democratic  Party.    The  alliance  was  directed  mainly  against 
the  Dixlecrats  and  the  city  bosses.    Whore  labor  took  an  active  part  in  politics, 
with  wide  rank  and  file  participation,  the  old  party  machines  were  defeated  or 
severely  curbed.    To  an  uneven  degree,  and  with  wide  lapses,  labor  also  began  to 
develop  its  own  political  blocs  with  the  Negro  people  and  the  farmers ,    In  both 
respects,  however,  it  lagged  far  behind  the  real  possibilities,  and  left  these 
alliances  largely  to  the  liberals. 

Side  by  side  with  and  supplementing  labor  political  action  within  the  Democrtt- 
Ic  Party  (in  some  regions  In  the  Bepublican  Party  also),  a 

pendent  parties  and  political  federations  were  formed  or  were  revitalized  * 
height  of  the  mee  upsurge.    Most  significant  among  them  were  the  American  laoor 
Party  of  New  York,  the  Minnesota  Famer-Labor  Party,  the  Michigan  Connonwealth 
Federation,  and  the  Washington  (State)  Commonwealth  Federation.    Their  role  nsy  be 
considered  intermediate  as  between  the  trade  union  political  action  comialttoes  and 
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genuinely  Independent  labor  partlea.    The  Federations  in  effect  becano  epeclal 
forme  of  the  political  action  connltteee,  while  the  labor  parties  constituted  a 
more  Independent  form  of  alliance  with  the  liberal  wings  of  the  najor  parties. 
The  American  Labor  Party  was  of  special  significance  because  at  Its  height  It 
represented  a  gathering  of  unions  with  strong  socialist  tendencies  and  various 
currents,  Including  Social -Democi«t8,  liberals,  left-wingers  and  Communists. 
Some  sentiment  for  the  fometlon  of  a  national  labor  party  also  existed,  but 
this  was  not  generally  accepted  in  view  of  the  danger  from  the  Fight  and  the 
functioning  alliance  with  the  Roosevelt  Democrats,  who  opposed  steps  In  that  di- 
rection.   In  any  case,  tte  advent  of  Worl  War  II  put  an  end  to  any  Inherent 
tendency  of  thla  kind  which  uAj  have  developed. 

Pre-war  political  action  by  labor  was  a  distinct  advance  over  previous  at- 
titudes In  the  trade  unions.  Although  restricted  wlthm  the  old  party  fiamswork 
and  held  within  bounds  by  the  alliance  with  the  llbertls,  labor  did  exert  Indep- 
endent political  pressure  as  a  cohesive  social  force  and  with  a  degree  of  polit- 
ical class  consciousness,  which  attained  greater  quality  In  the  Independent  state 
parties.  Significant  legislative  victories  and  reforms  were  won  by  labor  during 
this  period,  amounting  to  a  leap  forward  in  social  welfare. 

At  the  sams  tlii»,  on  the  negative  side,  the  great  mass  upheaval  was  safely 
channelized  within  the  Democratic  Party,  which,  under  the  strains  of  a  profound 
crisis,  again  fulfilled  its  well  established  function  in  the  two-party  system. 
As  the  reform  party  under  firm  capitalist  leadership,  it  gave  concessions  to 
labor  in  order  to  preserve  the  system,  and  carried  through  necessary  changes  In 
the  state -corporation  structure  which  enabled  monopoly  to  weather  the  storm  and 
gain  a  new  lease  of  power.    It  Is  certainly  true  that  labor's  role  during  this 
period  assured  the  defeat  of  reaction,  contributed  decisively  to  a  progressive 
rather  than  a  fascist  outcome  from  the  crisis,  and  prepared  the  way  for  wartime 
national  unity  to  defeat  the  Axis  powers.    However,  labor  failed  to  develop  its 
independent  role  In  politics  and  in  government  to  the  extent  necessary  to  oppose 
the  growing  power  of  monopoly.    During  the  war,  monopoly  greatly  extended  its 
positions  in  the  economy  and  in  the  state,  and  prepared  the  ground  for  the  shift 
to  the  cold  war  and  to  reaction  which  followed  World  War  II. 

Generally  speaking.  In  the  first  cold  war  decade  labor  was  rendered  polit- 
ically immobile  by  the  policy  of  the  dominant  trade  union  leadership.  Together 
with  the  liberals,  the  labor  leadership  threw  Its  upport  to  the  cold  war  and  the 
arms  race,  succumbed  to  the  antl -Communist  crusade  at  great  costs  to  labor's 
rights  and  civil  liberties,  and  pursued  a  full-blown  class  collaborationist 
policy.    An  effort  was  made  by  the  Progressives  and  by  the  left  wing  in  the 
labor  movement  to  initiate  a  break-away  from  both  old  parties  In  the  Wallace 
campaign  of  19W.    While  effectively  raising  the  peace  Issue  in  the  midst  of 
the  cold  war,  the  movement  failed  to  rally  substantial  support.    The  main  body 
of  the  labor  movement  continued  to  support  the  Democratic  Party,  which  managed 
to  put  up  a  liberal  front  on  domestic  Issues  while  pursuing  a  rampant  cold  war 
policy.    Within  a  few  years  the  remnants  of  the  Independent  state  parties  col- 
lapsed or  merged  Into  the  old  parties. 

Labor  continued  to  function  politically  largely  within  the  Democratic  Party, 
through  the  action  committees  which  had  been  established  in  the  previous  period 
of  advance.    This  was  carried  forward  by  the  merged  AFL-CIO.    Calls  for  a  labor 
party  were  heard  rarely  within  the  trade  unions,  and  then  mostly  as  a  form  of 
pressure  upon  the  Democratic  Party  leadership  to  obtain  concessions.    Even  so, 
this  form  of  pressure  indicated  in  what  direction  labor  might  be  pressing  in  the 
next  stage  of  political  advance. 

By  1958,  as  economic  and  social  Issues  which  had  been  submerged  or  postponed 
In  the  era  of  cold  war  "prosperity"  again  came  sharply  forward,  the  working  olaee 
bfegan  to  stir  politically.    The  elections  of  that  year  showed  that  when  in  an 
economic  decline  labor's  rights  are  directly  threatened,  it  can  put  up  an  organ- 
ized and  effective  political  struggle  against  Big  Euslness.    While  operating  with- 
in the  established  pattern  of  political  action,  labor  organized  its  own  campaign, 
against  the  state  "right -to-work"  laws,  in  some  Instances  quite  independently  of 
the  Democratic  Party  machine  and  leadership,  with  a  consequent  stimulation  of 
extensive  rank  and  file  activity.    In  labor's  campaign  there  was  also  a  tendency 
to  operate  along  a  wider  front  together  with  the  Negro  people,  the  famsrs  and 
community  forces,  and  to  break  out  of  the  restrictive  bounds  set  by  the  so- 
called  moderates  in  the  Democratic  Party  and  In  the  labor  leadership.  Greater 
emphasis  upon  labor  candidates  was  also  apparent.    Where  labor  political  action 
was  more  aggressive  It  sought,  in  combination  with  the  liberals,  to  take  over 
the  lower  organizations  of  the  Democratic  Party,  while  also  displaying  consid- 
erable initiative  toward  the  Independent  voters. 
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Although  9one  promising  tendencies  appeared  In  this  Initial  political  react- 
Ivlzatlon  of  lahor,  the  new  Congress  with  its  continuing  anti-labor,  antl-demo- 
cratlo  and  cold  war  policies,  and  particularly  Its  failure  to  inset  the  problem  of 
unemployment,  emphasized  that  labor  would  be  handicapped  as  long  as  It  failed  to 
go  beyond  narrow  coalition  policies  confined  to  the  old  parties.    The  Issues  of 
unemployment,  democracy  and  peace  are  of  such  nagnltude  and  depth  that  under  fire 
of  concerted  Big  Business  attack  labor  will  be  Impelled  to  seek  more  effective 
political  msana  than  those  provided  by  the  old  parties  to  curb  the  monopoly  power 
and  win  basic  reform. 

Decent  social  and  economic  changes  in  the  country  and  in  the  relationship  of 
the  Italted  States  to  the  rest  of  the  world  affect  profoundly  the  course  and  the 
form  of  the  next  political  advance  by  labor  and  the  broad  nass  movement.  These 
develo^mBnts  are  changing  the  grounds  upon  which  monopoly  was  enabled  over  a  long 
period  --  principally  because  of  Its  favored  world  position  combined  with  great 
Internal  roaourcea  —  to  keep  labor  and  popular  dissatisfaction  within  the  bounds 
of  the  two-party  system. 

Tbroughciit  the  era  of  monopoly  and  Imperialism,  wars  or  war  Incitement 
played  an  extraordinary  role  in  repelling  and  diverting  into  safe  channels  pop- 
ular political  movements  in  opposition  to  monopoly.    Four  of  the  five  nnjor  pol- 
itical revolts  were  headed  off  in  this  fashion  --  the  Populists  by  the  first 
wave  of  imperlallat  expansion  culminating  in  the  Spanish-American  War;  the  Social- 
ist and  the  Progressive  reform  movements  of  1912-16  by  World  War  I;  the  promise 
of  expanding  Independent  labor  action  during  the  New  Deal  period  by  World  War  IT ; 
the  Wallace  Progreseive  msveiiBnt  by  the  cold  war,  and  Its  remnants  by  the  Korean 
War.    In  each  case,  the  Democratic  Party  took  over  enough  of  the  reform  program 
from  the  political  radicals  to  appease  the  revolt  while  becoming  the  government 
party  during  war  or  IntonBlfied  war  preparations. 

In  the  present  period,  ae  a  ooneequsnce  of  the  new  world  structure,  U.S.  monopoly 
no  longer  has  ite  former  freedom  of  action  on  a  global  scale.    The  progress  of  the 
Bociallet  world  and  of  colonial  revolution,  side  by  side  with  the  crisis  of  world 
ImperlallBm,  create  new  poBBlbilities  for  averting  war,  and  thus  for  depriving 
monopoly  of  the  opportunity  to  use  war  as  a  means  of  blocking  and  containing  a 
new  nBBB  breakaway  from  the  najor  parties.    The  contradictions  of  world  capitalism, 
BO  to  speak,  are  being  centered  In  the  United  States.    The  conflicts  arising  from 
them,  as  monopoly  seeks  to  place  an  ever  greater  burden  upon  the  people,  will  tend 
to  be  fought  out  more  and  more  within  the  country.    The  class  struggle  will  grow 
sharper.    As  the  true  issues  of  competition  between  the  two  world  social  systems 
become  clearer  the  workers  will  also  become  more  radical,  capitalism  will  not 
seem  eo  rosy,  and  the  old  capitalist  parties  wiU  be  seen  as  a  hindrance  to  social 
progress. 

Internally,  the  relation  of  the  people's  forces  is  more  favorable  to  the  emer- 
gence of  an  independent  labor-led  people's  party  than  during  previous  periods  of 
nasB  struggle.    The  unions  are  far  stronger  and  better  entrenched  In  the  key  sect- 
ors of  the  economy.    They  are  In  a  better  position  to  express  the  demands  of  t^ 
broad  wage-eamlng  population  and  to  lead  a  people's  anti-monopoly  movement  In  a 
new  wave  of  independent  political  action.    As  an  established  political  force  with- 
in  the  present  two-party  system  --  with  the  beginnings  of  coalition  with  the  Negro 
people,  the  farmers  and  dissident  liberal  elements  —  labor  Is  In  a  strong  poeltlon 
to  lead  a  breakaway  from  the  monopoly-controlled  parties,  as  the  process  of  polit- 
ical realignmBnt  leads  to  the  disintegration  of  the  outmoded  party  system.  The 
BBSS  displacement  of  famers,  which  is  countenanced  and  sustained  by  national  pol- 
icy, 1»8  for  some  time  been  rekindling  the  spirit  of  farm  revolt,  which  under 
present  conditions  can  find  a  positive  outcome  only  in  ccoblnatlon  with  the  labor 
movenBnt.    As  the  city  middle  strata  face  the  prospect  of  a  deep  financial  crisis, 
on  top  of  their  increasing  subordination  to  monopoly,  they  too  would  tend  toward 
such  a  combination. 

During  recent  years  another  social  force  of  great  dynamic  potential  has  cone 
forward,  and  will  play  a  decisive  role  in  the  alignment  of  people's  forces.  The 
Negro  freedom  movenent  is  developing  a  strong  political  consciousness.    In  some 
respects,  it  Is  pressing  more  persistently  than  the  labor  movement  for  political 
action  Independent  of  both  major  parties.    It  tends  toward  Independent  local  pol- 
itical action,  on  the  baels  of  its  own  organized  forces,  to  elect  Negroes  to  pub- 
lic office,  and  to  press  for  full  civil  rights.    The  Negro  people  are  more  con- 
Boloue  than  other  sectors  of  the  limitations  and  Inadequacies  of  the  old  jartles. 
They  are  inspired  by  the  successes  of  the  colonial  revolutions,  by  the  freedom 
victories  of  the  colored  peoples,  and  are  keenly  aware  of  the  concessions  that  can 
be  won  in  this  country  as  a  consequence  of  world  pressures  upon  Amsrlcan  Imperial- 
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lem.  In  the  developing  economic  and  democratic  struggles  of  this  period,  the  fight 
for  democracy  In  the  South  including  unionization  and  basic  agrarian  and  polit- 
ical reform  --  will  play  a  key  role,  with  profound  repercusalone  on  the  traditional 
party  eystem,  as  In  national  politics  ae  a  whole. 

The  Negro  freedom  movement  has  a  capacity  of  Its  own  for  Independent  political 
action,  but  It  needs  a  sound  and  firm  alliance  with  labor  to  be  fully  effective. 
It  remains  for  labor  to  grasp  this  outstretched  hand  firmly  in  order  to  overcoms  ita 
own  political  lag  and  to  advance  the  interests  of  labor  ae  a  class.    The  combination 
of  these  two  great  social  forces  into  a  political  coalition  can  initiate  the  next 
major  political  advance  of  the  people. 

Even  under  conditions  of  a  new  mass  upsurge  there  may  be  strong  preesurSB 
within  the  labor,  Negro,  farmers  and  people's  moveinsnte  to  continue  to  operate 
politically  within  the  Democratic  Party  as  long  aa  soidb  inmedlate  objectives  can 
be  obtained  In  this  fashion.    But  this  will  be  possible  only  up  to  a  certain  point, 
and  then  only  if  labor  and  other  popular  social  forces  are  able  to  subordinate  or 
subdue  the  Dlxlecrats.clty  bosses  and  other  reactionary  elements.    But  the  very 
process  by  which  this  Is  done  will  accentuate  the  decentralizing  and  disintegrating 
Influences  within  the  Democratic  Party,  and  hasten  the  realignment  of  political 
forces.    The  direction  of  this  realignment,  If  It  is  to  represent  a  permanent  and 
real  advance,  must  be  toward  breaking  out  of  the  limitations  of  the  nonopoly -con- 
trolled parties  In  order  to  create  a  party  which  labor  can  call  Its  own  and  to 
which  all  popular  and  anti -monopoly  forces  will  atoere. 

An  orientation  of  working  within  the  Democratic  Party  with  the  objective  of 
tranefonnlng  It  Into  a  liberal -labor  party  could  well  play  into  the  hands  of  mon- 
opoly.   The  latter  sees  the  Denccratic  Party  as  the  alternate  reform  Instrument 
to  the  Bepubllcan  Party,  which  le  the  preferred  party  of  Big  Business  and  conserr- 
atlsm.    If  a  labor  party  is  to  arise,  monopoly  would  like  to  see  It  made  safe  for 
capitalism.    The  Democratic  Party,  under  conditions  of  a  new  upsurge,  may  well  make 
room  for  labor  candidates  if  this  Is  the  way  to  stem  a  major  breakaway  and  the 
rise  of  genuine  working  class  politics.    A  narrow  coalition  policy,  confined  to 
work  within  the  Democratic  Party  together  with  the  tradeunlon  top  bureaucracy  and 
the  liberals,  amouita  to  looking  backward  and  can  be  an  obstacle  to  forward  polit- 
ical action  that  will  lead  to  a  labor-led  people's  party.    This  advance  will  not 
be  accomplished  by  missionary  work  at  the  top  levels  of  the  Democratic  Party.  The 
spade  work  will  have  to  be  done  by  the  Left  and  Progressive  forces  down  below  -- 
In  the  labor  movement.  In  the  Negro  freedom  movement,  among  the  farmers  and  in  the 

Whether  the  advance  comes  ae  a  leap  forward  or  as  a  slower  process,  a  new 
labor-led  party  Is  likely  to  emerge  as  a  many-sided  development.    It  will  be  com- 
posed of  varied  currents  and  elements  locally  and  on  a  national  scale,  seeking 
common  ground  in  opposition  to  monopoly  and  reaction.    These  might  well  encompass 
labor  and  Negro  political  action  committees,  minority  movements  within  the  old 
parties  including  community  clubs  and  entire  local  organizations,  electoral  blocs 
and  coalitions  of  the  labor-Negro  and  labor-farmer  type,  community  united  fronts, 
regional  independent  parties,  various  socla:..lst  and  liberal  tendencies  and  group- 
ings, and  other  new  forme  of  political  action  that  may  arise.    Political  action 
committees  of  labor  may  operate  on  a  broader  scale  than  within  the  old  parties, 
seeking  to  combine  and  lead  independent  political  forces  toward  specific  legislat- 
ive and  electoral  objectives.    There  may  arise  again  various  Intermediate  forms 
between  the  existing  labor  political  action  committees  and  fully  Independent 
parties,  such  as  appeared  in  tte  New  Deal  days.    Left  and  progressive  elements  In 
the  labor  and  people's  movements  might  seek  to  forcus  these  varied  elemsnts  and 
currents  upon  the  objective  of  a  new  labor-led  party.    The  decisive  turn  in  that 
direction  would  have  to  be  made  by  the  trade  unions,  as  the  central  organized  base 
for  the  new  party. 

While  such  a  movement  will  include  various  socialist  currents,  it  is  not 
likely  to  subscribe  to  socialist  alms,  nor  does  it  now  seem  likely  that  a  party 
emerging  from  it  will  adopt  a  socialist  program,  at  least  in  Its  formative  and 
early  stages.    Essentially,  It  might  be  a  labor  radical  reform  party,  with  a  dem- 
ocratic anti-monopoly  and  peace  program.     It  would  Include  people  and  organizations 
with  different  views  on  social  questions,  but  ready  to  unite  and  work  together  for 
a  common  program. of  immediate  demands.    No  one  should  be  excluded  because  of  their 
1  party  attempt  to  impose  a  single  philosophy 
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ConnnunlstB  should  co-operate  with  all  forces  seeking  to  accelerate  the  process 
of  political  alignment  leading  to  the  mass  breakaway  from  the  monopoly -dominated 
parties  and  the  formation  of  the  labor-led  people's  party.    They  would  erpect  to 
become  an  accepted  component  of  such  a  party,  according  to  the  form  decided  upon 
for  all,  with  the  same  privileges  as  other  groups  to  advocate  specific  views,  gen- 
uine working  class  politics  and  socialism.. 

The  formation  of  a  new  labor-led  mass  party  would  constitute  a  great  political 
advance  and  could  win  real  victories  for  the  people.    Whatever  limitations  might 
In  time  appear  In  such  a  party,  would  have  to  be  overcome  democratically,  and  would 
no  doubt  involve  further  advances.    It  Is  not  Inevitable  that  the  American  working 
class,  In  the  process  of  attaining  maturity  as  a  political  and  social  force,  would 
follow  the  pattern  or  the  policies  of  the  Labor  Party  of  Great  Britain.    The  Brit- 
ish Labor  Party  has  shown  that  labor  reformism,  defending  capitalism  and  becoming 
dependent  upon  it,  is  Incapable  of  leading  the  nation  out  of  a  deep  crisis.  Com- 
munists strive  to  assure  a  more  effective  labor-led  people's  party  in  the  United 
States  by  fighting  within  the  labor  movement  for  independent  working  class  politics, 
and  feir  a  party  grounded  on  working  class  unity  and  pursuing  a  policy  directed 
against  monopoly. 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  11 

9.    The  Problan  of  ClflB8  Collaboration 

The  Mln  obatacle  vlthln  the  trade  union  movement  to  econoolo  and  democratic 
Bdvanoe  la  the  olaea  collaboratlonlBt  policy  vhlch  le  prevalent  In  the  leader- 
ship. This  policy  rests  primarily  upon  the  opportunlsra  arising  froo  the  relative- 
ly >iie>'  atandard  of  living  for  Important  sect  lone  of  the  workere  as  a  result  of 
the  oontlBulng  eoonomlo  aipanalon  of  the  United  States  late  Into  the  ImparlBllot 
aw.  However,  Intanally  and  on  a  world  scale,  the  objective  beee  for  thla  posi- 
tion la  changing. 

The  pettem  of  class  collaboration  establlahed  by  the  AFL  at  the  dawn  of  the 
Imperialist  era  lasted  until  the  great  oriels  of  the  1950'3,  despite  formidable 
oha Hence  from  I«ft  and  rank  and  file  movementa.    It  took  the  form  of  oolloboratlor 
between  the  oraft  unions  end  monopoly,  et  the  expense  of  the  workers  In  the  mass 
production  Industries.    This  pettem  was  broken  by  the  CIO,  In  the  great  leap 
forward  whloh  brought  the  workers  ee  an  orgBnlted  force  fece  to  feoe  with  top 
noixjpoly  in  the  neae  production  Industries. 

DurlBg  the  period  of  eoonomlo  expenalon  which  began  with  World  V«r  II,  a 
policy  of  BO-oalled  olaas  partnership  became  prove  lent  In  the  leedorshlp  of  the 
IndUBtrlal  unlona.    This  now  pattern  of  claaa  collaboration  was  baeed  prlnarllo' 
upon  tha  loog-torm  Interest  of  monopoly  to  etablHze  labor  conditions  in  the 
daoielve  hranohea  of  production,  eo  that  It  could  take  greeteet  edvantage  of  the 
ppportunltlee  for  maximum  profit  during  the  wer  end  cold  war  periods.  Significant 
oonoeealona  were  made  to  the  unlona  on  wages  end  benefits,  while  monopoly  relied 
chelf ly  upon  labor-saving  mBchinery  end  speed-up  to  keeplebor  ooete  down  end 
nezliiilze  profits  under  conditions  of  rialng  prices. 

Although  the  unions  grow  in  memberishlp  during  this  period,  the  "olass  port- 
newhlp"  policy  subordlMted  labor's  IntoreotB  to  the  prinoipel  eoononlc  and 
polltloal  elms  of  monopoly.    The  oonaeq.uenoeB  are  extremely  eerloua.    The  most 
deolslre  aeotore  of  the  orgBnized  workers  wore  kept  within  the  confines  Imposed 
hy  the  provalent  policy.    The  unlona  were  in  danger  of  becoming  a  ocrapoBent  part 
of  the  elaborate  syatem  of  economic  coordination  set  up  by  monopoly  through  the 
state.    They  are  bsmatrung  by  long-term  union  oontrocts  and  by  the  elaborate 
asnhlnnry  of  govemnent-becked  or  supervlBod  menagement-Jabor  relationa.  The 
oepaolty  for  Indopondent  economic  end  polltloal  action  by  labor  is  greatly  ham- 
pered«    The  grcwth  of  buBlnaae  unionism  and  ell  forms  of  corruption  within  the 
labor  moTemeot  stlflee  trade  union  democracy  and  restrains  rank  and  file  activity. 
The  eetabllahment  over  a  period  of  more  or  less  stable  contractual  relet iona  be- 
tween monopoly  and  the  major  unlona  tended  to  discourage  drives  to  orgBnire  now 
branohoB  of  Industry  or  unorganized  regions,  eBpeolally  the  South,  with  the  result 
Blflo  that  unions  felled  to  pay  proper  ettentlon  to  Hegro  and  other  underprivlleGod 
vorkeo-B. 

MoBt  eeriouB  baa  bean  the  support  by  the  dominant  labor  leadership  for  the 
aaoleer  arms  race  and  the  oold  wer,  which  is  at  the  heart  of  class  collaboration 
as  It  has  developed  during  this  period. 

The  hold  of  labor  opportunism  depends  directly  upon  the  willingness  end  the 
ability  of  monoply  to  grant  concesBlons.    Without  them,  the  "class  partnerjhip" 
policy  •Bould  be  uworkable  within  the  framework  of  the  tradltionol  democratic  state. 
The  rloh  heme  base  of  U.S.  monopoly  eccounts  to  a  large  degree    for  its  ability 
to  grant  oonoesslon  whan  confronted  with  a  powerful  labor  movement.    But  this 
naneuvarabinty  also  arises  from  the  favored  world  position  of  the  United  States 
throu^ut  the  Imperialist  era.    Particularly  In  the  period  since  World  Wer  XI, 
vhem  U.S.  monopoly  became  by  far  the  donlnent  power  in  world  capitalism,  the 
globel  position  of  the  United  States  came  to  exert  an  extraordinary  influence  upon 
iBtemal  development. 

With  respect  to  the  granting  of  concessions  to  decisive  sectors  of  the  workers, 
the  vorld  position  of  U.S.  monopoly  is  felt  In  a  number  of  ways.    The  central  role 
of  si(par^proflt8  from  colonial  exploitation  In  creetlng  e  base  for  labor  opportun- 
lon  In  Britain  was  already  pointed  out  by  Mars  and  Engela,  and  lenln  developed 
this  efxplanatlon  more  completely  for  the  period  of  nBtured  imperlBlism.    This  was 
nost  pronounced  with  respect  to  the  older  ImperlallBms,  with  extensive  colonial 
eB5>lres,    In  the  new  ImperiallBm  of  the  Ifalted  States,  characterized  primarily  by 
monopoly  economic  penetration  abroad  rather  than  outright  colonialism,  the  role 
of  supeT'^iroflts  of  the  Imperlallet  type  was  somewhat  disguised  because  they  did 
aot  take  the  olassloal  colonial  form,    nevertheless,  they  came  to  play  a  very  im- 
poarbanb  role  la  providing  an  Imperlallat  beee  for  labor  opportunism,  espeolslly  In 
the  more  recent  period. 
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oapitailet  and  colonial  structure.  Profits  from  foreign  Inveetment  came  to  account 
for  at  least  15  to  20  per  cent  of  the  total  profit  of  all  U.  S.  corporations.  But 
90  par  cent  of  these  foreign  profits  are  held  by  the  200  largestoorporotlona,  and  , 
pro'ba'bly  represent  atout  one-fourth  of  their  total  profits,  and  In  the  case  of  oil 
and  other  minerals,  veil  over  half.  This  helps  account  fundamentally  for  the  oppoar- 
tunlsm  prevalent  In  the  lahor  movement,  particularly  during  the  height  of  the  cold 
var  vhlch  vas  also  the  period  of  the  most  extensive  and  agareoslTo  economic  axpan- 
slon      U.S.  monopoly  abroad. 

The  connection  between  Imperialism  and  labor  opportunism  in  the  Ifaited  States 
■was  established  over  a  long  period    during  which  monopoly  took  advantage  of  the 
geoGraphic  security  of  the  country  in  two  devastatirg  world  wars  to  expand  at  hone 
and  abroad  at  the  expense  of  rival  powers  weakened  by  war  and  by  colonial  revolu- 
tions;   Sxclusive  U.  S.  linperlallst  control  of  latin  America  and  the  extension  of 
the  U.  S,  monopoly  structure  into  Canada  (both  also  remole  from  the  theaters  of 
vorldvar)  gave  American  Big  Business  command  over  the  rich  natural  resources  of 
the  entire  'VVeatem  Hemisphere.    The  relatively  high  wage  structure  of  the  United 
States  rests  to  a  large  extent  upon  the  super-exploitation  of  latin  American  labor 
over  a  long  period,  and  the  ccnmand  of  Canadian  resourcea,  to  which  have  been  cdded 
In  recent  years  new  extensions  of  monopoly  penetration  —  in  the  Middle  jSast,  Afrln, 
and  Southeast  Asia. 

Obscured,  but  nonetheless  real,  are  the  additional  huge  auper-prof its  obtained 
Indirectly  from  the  greatly  expanded  Wall  St.  investments  in  leading  corporations 
of  other  iB^perlallst  powers  (as  in  Erigland,  ''est  Germany,  Japan,  etc.).    An  impor- 
tant role  was  also  played  in  U.  S.  economic  growth  by  the  accumulation  in  this 
country  of  superior  technology  resulting  fran  world  scientific  research  and  also 
of  scientists,  and  technicians  and  skilled  workers  from  abroad,  whan  these  could 
not  be  utilized  in  the  lands  of  their  origin  becauae  of  certain  local  factors  or 
deterioration  as  well  as  war. 

These  world  factors,  together  with  the  rich  hone  base,  'cave  U.  S.  aonopoly 
a  vide  range  of  maneuver  with  respect  to  labor,  in  terms  of  concessions  on  waces 
and  conditions.    In  return,  the  dominant  labor  leadership  —  the  oonaervativo  as 
well  as  the  liberal  wing,  each  in  its  own  way  —  gave  support  to  the  cold  war 
policies  and  to  the  splitting  role  of  a  nit -Communism  within  the  labor  movement  at 
home,  as  well  as  in  the  world  trade  union  movement.    The  AFL  has  a  long  record  in 
this  respect.    But  the  CIO,  which  had  played  a  positive  world  role,  together  with 
the  British  trade  unions  led  the  walk-out  from  the  '/or Id  Federation  of  Trade 
Ifalona  at  the  time  when  U.S.  monopoly,  through  the  Marshall  Plan,  was  charting 
Its  course  of  aggressive  expansionism.    Simultaneously,  the  CIO  initiated  Its  own 
expulsion  policy  againflt  Left-led  unions  in  the  United  State,  end  took  the  lead 
in  splitting  the  new  latin-Jimerican  trade  union  movement,  which  it  hod  prevlouoJy 
helped  unify.    Both  wings  of  the  labor  leadership  have  operated  through  the  labor 
movement  abroad  to  support  Eight-wing  social-democracy  afplnst  the  peace  forces 
and  aasinst  the  revolutionary  colonial  and  democratic  nationalist  moveoent. 

Changes  which  are  proceeding  in  the  denBstlo  eooniaay  cuS.  on  o  world  scale  ere 
beginning  to  undermine  the  base  for  the  present  class  colla  ooratlonlet  pollciy  in  tlio 
labor  movment.    The  relative  slowing  down  of  economic  expansion  and  the  growth  of 
permanent  unemployment  are  beeinning  to  change  the  situation  at  hone.    The  loraorlr. 
of  monopoly,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  re-emergence  of  rank  and  file  miUtancy,  on 
the  other,  arecreating  a  crisis  for  the  "class-partnership"  leadership.    The  unfold- 
ing of  present  trends  will  leaC  to  the  growth  of  class  struggle  polloioa  in  the 
trade  unions. 

The  acute  contradictions  in  the  world  position  of  U.S.  monopoly  plays  a  de- 
cisive role  In  this  respect.    This  contradiction  daepends,  as  it  becooos  more  qnd 
more  difficult  to  attempt  to  solve  the  historic  competition  between  the  two  world 
syateoiB  by  war,  as  the  national  liberation  movements  place  further  roatrlctlona 
upon  monopoly  expansion  abroad,  as  labor  and  democratic  movements  in  other  oaoltal- 
1st  countries  defend  their  national  sovereignty,  and  as  inter-UaporlallBt  rivalries 
come  forward  more  sharply. 

Although  monoply  may  be  forced  to  trim  its  sails  in  some  respect  in  an  exterded 
parlod  of  peaceful  co-esixtence,  essentially  it  seeks  to  recoB^ense  itself  frcn 
losses  sustained  on  a  world  scale  by  stepping  up  its  offensive  against  the  workers 
at  home  and  against  the  Uvtng  conditions  of  the  people  as  a  whole.  In  this  situa- 
tion, greater  mass  struggles  than  in  the  past  will  be  required  to  force  concessiona 
frcm  monopoly,  to  protect  the  key  positiona  of  the  trade  unions,  and  to  ooobet  the 
austerity  program  of  monoply  in  general.  The  dominant  labor  leadership,  under  rari 
and  file  pressure,  will  be  forced  to  seek  new  major  concessions  from  monopoly.  In 
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new  condltionB  of  struggle,  l^bor  reformism  may  take  other 

TOnolng  varklng  class.  But  the  key  to  progress  vlll  remain,  as  In  the  past,  yoi^ 
iBg  olflss  mlUtancy  and  unity,  on  the  political  as  «ell  as  on  the  eoonotnlc  front. 

The  direction  and  temper    of  these  struggles  vill  be  greatly  iBfluenood  by 
the  feotor  of  vorld  soclellsm,  particularly  ae  the  Soviet  Union  approaches  its  ob- 
jectives of  overtakli^  and  surpassing  American  econonic  ^^'''^^^^■J^Zln^.'^ 
prospect  that  any  leading  capitalist  country        f^^V^C^^h-  eLt^U^  vorld 
level  of  the  United  States.    But  the  new  competitive  factor  of 

vlth  Its  veil  established  potential  for  outproducing  cepitalian  and,  in  the  bovlot 
Unlon,surpessiiig  the  American  standard  of  living  vithUi  a  decade  "^  ^o,  puts  en 
entirely  different  light  on  the  position  of  the  American  vorker.  The  new  beeio  of 
comparison  vlth  e  sociBlist  country  can  have  the  effect  of  encouregiiig  the  social- 
ist oonaciousness  of  the  American  vorker  end  his  generel  oleee  understanding,  But 
as  Important  ae  this  factor  may  become,  it  cen  play  but  a  suppleoontery  role,  r^e 
decisive  role  belongs  to  the  American  working  cIbbb  itself. 

Accordingly,  if  there  ere  to  be  new  trade  union  advances  on  the  economic  end 
political  fronts  in  face  of  the  monopoly  offensive,  these  must  be  eperkod  by  a 
rekindled  progressive  and  radical  force,  based  on  e  reactivated  end  militant  rank 
and  file.  E7en  on  e  new  veve  of  mass  struggle,  trade  union  advances  vill  not  ta.:c 
place  of  themselves.  What  is  required  to  give  moaning  end  direction  to  a  new  lt,bo. 
upBttCge  is  the  eocrgence  vlthin  the  trade  unions  of  e  militant  wing  that  vill  ad- 
vocate a  line  of  policy  directed  against  monopoly  and  that  vill  strive  to  develop 
the  independent  political  role  of  labor  ae  leader  of  a  broad  democratic  front. 

In  the  past,  such  a  militant  vlng  vas  always  sparked  by  left^lngore  with  o 
soclsUst  Ideology  and  vlth  claas  struggle  perspectives,  vho  vere  spokesmen  for 
the  rank  and  file  movementa.    The  greatest  trade  union  progresG  vas  made  vhen  this 
leaven  of  radical  vorkers  in  the  mass  moveoent  led  the  fight  for  union  domocrscy 
and  voi-klne  claae  unity,  establishing  conmion  action  with  the  middle  and  liberel 
forces  OGOlnet  the  old-line  burocratic  forces. 

In  the  Communist  view,  such  a  combination  of  left  and  Center  forces  on  s 
common  anti-monopoly  program,  voakenlng  and  isolating  the  Fight  In  the  labor  move- 
ment, remains  the  key  to  trade  union  advance  in  the  period  ahead. 

The  basic  thing  in  the  trade  union  movement  is  the  fight  for  higher  veaea  and 
Improved  conditions.    As  the  struggle  sharpens  on  veges,  hours,  conditions,  full 
employment  end  benefits  it  should  be  poeolble  to  make  e  much  wider  approach  on  the 
question  of  united  action  and  unity.    Militant  vorkers  presBlng  for  these  demands, 
and  seeking  agrement  among  the  vorlcere,  can  thus  find  the  best    means  to  overcome 
the  barrier  of  "class  partnership"  policies,  end  edvance  the  interests  of  the 
vorkers.    Vorking  class  unity  around  the  common  needs  of  labor  is  the  best  ground 
on  vhloh  class  collaboration  vlth  monoply  cen  be  defected  and  nev  progress  made. 
The  new  tasks  and  problems  require  en  ell-lnclueive  class  unity  —  Negro  and  vhltc— 
employed  and  unemployed,  skilled  end  'jnskilled,  industrial  end  craft.    Of  vital 
Importance  is  cooperation  and  Jolit  action  of  verious  unions  at  the  Job  level  in 
single  enterprises,  leading  to  greater  organizetional  unity  and  the  overcomlna  of 
Jurisdictional  disputes,  es  veil  ae  an  end  to  the  explusion  policy,  both  of  vhich 
can  be  fatal  in  the  age  of  automation. 

The  antl-Communlet  tans  in  the  trede  unions,  es  veil  ae  any  discrimination 
or.  account  of  ideology  or  pcliticel  beliefs,  can  prove  dlsestroue.    The  cold  vol' 
period  at  Its  height  shoved  how  harmful  to  the  lal»or  movement  ves  its  retreat  be- 
fore the  anti-communist  crussd9,vhlch  gave  monopoly  the  opportunity  to  impose 
further  legislative  restrictions  upon  the  unions,  to  broaden  government  interfererc. 
In  their  Internal  affairs  under  the  prete:it  of  fighting  corruption  and  sjbveroion, 
and  In  general  to  dampen  the  militancy  of  the  vorkers.    When  progressives  fight 
egBlnat  the  Communist  bens  In  the  unions  they  are  fighting  for  the  very  health  and 
unity  of  the  trade  unions.    The  promising  prospects  for  peaceful  co-exletence  and 
the  new  pressures  for  shlft^  g  from  arms  spending  to  social  velfare  spending, 
coupled  vlth  the  rekindling   .f  a  militant  spirit  among  the  workers,  are  creatir-a 
a  more  favorable  atmosphere  for  denying  to  monopoly  the  use  of  anti-Communist  es 
a  veapon  against  labor.    The  setting  aside  of  the  antl-Communlst  bane  in  the  unior.c 
Is  needed  to  release  the  full  potential  strength  of  the  labor  movement  for  the 
battles  ahead. 

In  the  fight  for  a  broad  vorking  class  policy  of  struggle  e^lnat  monopoly. 
It  vould  be  a  serious  mistake  to  lump  together  all  class  collaboretloiiiBt  elements, 
or  for  that  matter  to  treat  even  the  most  outspoken  among  them  on  a  par  vlth 
monopoly  Itself.    The  struggle  against  class  collaborationist  policies  should  be 
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based  on  the  united  struggle  for  the  Immediate  demands  of  the  workers,  remembering 
that  monopoly  la  the  main  enemy,  and  should  be  carried  on  as  a  strictly  Inner  labor 
business.    All  Interference  from  the  outside  should  be  opposed,  whetl»r  directly 
from  monopoly  or  from  government.    Within  labor's  ranks,  differentiation  needs  to 
be  made  between  those  elements  least  responsive  to  the  pressures  of  the  rank  and 
file  and  therefore  more  amenable  to  the  policy  of  monopoly  at  a  given  tine,  and 
those  elements  which  tend  to  move  into  opposition  to  monopoly  policy  under  mass 
pressure.    These  positions  are  not  given  for  all  tins.    They  tend  to  shift  In  re- 
sponse to  the  mass  struggles,  and  crystallize  for  a  given  period  under  the  Impact 
of  these  struggles. 

These  positions  are  also  affected  by  changes  In  production  itself,  due  to  new 
technology.    Thus,  the  older  differentiation  between  the  craft  and  industrial  unions 
tends  to  get  blurred,  particularly  in  the  mass  production  Industries,  where  the 
skilled  craft  workers  are  brought  Into  closer  relation  with  the  nass  production  pro- 
cess and  with  the  semi-skilled.    At  the  sane  time,  all  are  threatened  by  automation 
and  unemployment,  and  new  necessities  are  created  for  unity  among  all  categories  of 
workers,  encompassing  the  new  layer  of  technicians  as  well.    Strong  remnants  of  the 
old  division  remain,  but  the  merged  AIX-CIO  basically  reflects  the  process  of  change 
In  the  old  craft  unions,  some  of  which  are  becoming  semi-industrial  In  form,  and 
the  organic  ties  which  are  being  created  by  modem  industry  among  all  layers  of 
production  workers.    The  tendency  Is  for  the  further  amalganstion  of  the  craft  and 
industrial  form  of  organization,  with  the  resulting  capacity  of  labor  to  carry  on 
Its  struggles  on  broader  and  all-inclusive  Industry  fronts.    This  tendency  should 
be  speeded  up  by  the  action  of  the  workers  for  anslgamation  and  unification,  hand 
In  hand  with  developing  all  forms  and  channels  for  effective  rank  and  file  partic- 
ipation In  trade  union  affairs. 

In  the  Communist  view,  the  full  potential  of  the  powerful  trade  union  move- 
ment can  be  felt  In  the  struggle  against  monopoly  at  home  only  as  labor  simultan- 
eously revives  a  firm  spirit  of  International  labor  solidarity.    As  monopoly  is 
rebuffed  abroad  by  the  forces  of  peace,  national  liberation  and  democracy.  It 
sharpens  Its  attack  upon  labor  at  homs.    By  the  same  token,  labor  should  learn 
that  the  strength  of  these  world-wide  forces  provides  an  indirect  but  nonetheless 
extraordinary  support  to  labor,  the  Negro  people  and  all  popular  forces  in  their 
struggle  against  monopoly  and  reaction  at  horns .    As  long  as  the  labor  movement 
does  not  cut  Itself  loose  from  the  aggressive  expansionist  foreign  policies  of 
monopoly.  It  will  be  caught  in  between  the  effective  resistance  to  these  policies 
abroad  and  the  offensive  of  monopoly  at  home .    But  if  labor  learns  to  take  full 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  for  progress  in  the  United  States  presented  by  the 
new  world  framework,  and  develops  a  policy  of  international  solidarity  with  the 
forces  of  national  liberation  and  social  progress,  it  will  be  monopoly  that  is 
caught  In  between,  and  the  American  people  will  gain. 

The  Communists  advocate  international  solidarity  In  the  labor  movement  in  order 
to  advance  the  Interests  of  the  American  working  class,  and  to  strengthen  democracy 
and  peace.    They  urge  the  reestabllshoent  of  a  single  world  federation  of  labor  to 
meet  the  common  problems  of  workers  everywhere .    They  urge  support  to  the  national 
liberation  movements  In  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America,  on  the  basis  of  a  connon 
struggle  against  imperialism  and  monopoly,  and  especially  against  the  imperialist 
economic  policies  of  U.S.  monopoly  anywhere  In  the  world. 

Particularly  with  respect  to  Latin  America,  U.S.  labor  has  a  great  deal  to 
gain  from  supporting  the  democratic,  anti-imperialist  advance  taking  place  there. 
The  combination  of  the  struggles  of  the  Latin  Anerican  peoples  against  U.S.  imper- 
ialism with  the  struggle  of  the  American  working  class  against  monopoly  can  be  a 
powerful  and  Irresistible  force  for  progress  In  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

Above  all,  the  struggle  for  peace  In  its  hone  and  world  aspects  calls  for  the 
curbing  of  monopoly  power.    For  this  the  Anerican  working  class  needs  to  develop 
a  deeper  understanding  of  the  role  of  International  labor  solidarity  among  the 
workers  of  all  nations,  which  can  bo  decisive  in  guaranteeing  the  elimination  of 
war  from  world  affairs. 


2252    COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 


COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  12 


VI.    THB  C0HMDWI8T  PARTT 

Wo  have  entered  a  period  of  mounting  and  aggreealTe  offsnelvo  by  the  nooopollite 
directed  against  the  vaet  najorlty  of  the  Anerlcan  people.    At  the  sue  tine,  the 
dynamic  power  of  the  growing  forces  for  peace  and  progress  Is  having  an  Increasing 

Impact  on  the  American  scene . 

This  opens  up  great  new  opportunities  and  tasks  for  the  working  class,  and  thig, 

ae  veil  as  the  developments  of  the  past  two  years,  confirm  anew  the  indispensable 

need  of  the  Conmunlst  Party,  which  is  the  Marzlst-Lenlnlst  vanguard  party  of  the 
American  working  clftSB~the  party  of  Socialism. 

In  the  recent  period,  the  Party  has  successfully  fought  and  defeated  the  antl- 
Marzlst  revisionist?  as  well  as  a  group  of  anti-Party  dogmatists.    Waging  a  datem- 
Ined  struggle  against  factionalism  and  for  the  unity  of  the  Party,  defending  and 
applying  the  principles  of  scientific  socialism,  of  Manlsm-Lsnlnlsm,  In  aooord  with 
specific  Amsrloan  conditions  and  the  bejt  Interests  of  our  working  cLasa  and  nation, 
ojr  Party  has  begun  again  to  unfold  Its  nass  policies,  to  bring  Its  program  to  the 

It  fought  against  those  who  would  convert  the  Party  Into  a  hopeless  sect  while 
at  the  samB  time  clarifying  and  disassociating  Itself  from  the  distortions  of  the 
concept  of  the  United  Party  of  Socialism  by  which  the  revisionists  sought  to  convert 
our  Party  Into,  or  substitute  for  it,  a  party  of  a  coalition  type  In  which  Marzlsm- 
Lenlnism  would  bo  but  one  tendency  Instead  of  tho  llundamental  and  basic  policy  of 
the  entire  organization. 

Our  Party  has  begun  to  play  a  constructive  role  In  soms  of  the  unemployment, 
integration,  peace,  electoral  and  strike  struggles  of  the  people.    As  a  result 
the  Party's  Influence,  mass  contacts  and  relationships  are  increasing  in  a  number 
of  areas  and  fields  of  work.    And  there  the  Party  Is  being  consolidated  and  revit- 
alized. 

But  these  areas  of  positive  activities  and  developiDsnts  are  the  exception  and 
do  not  reflect  the  general  situation  In  our  Party.  A  sober  and  objective  estlM- 
tlon  of  tho  statue  of  our  Party  today  would  result  In  confirming  Its  Inadeqocy  to 
give  its  most  effective  leadership  and  to  nako  Its  full  contribution  to  the  great 
now  tasks  which  confront  the  Amsrlcan  people  and  Its  working  class. 

The  cardinal  problem  of  Party  reneval,  of  building  the  Party  and  of  establish. 
Ing  broader  united  front  relations  remain  largely  unsolved.  Therefore  the  chief 
task  before  the  Party  still  la  to  overconB  Its  Isolation  from  decisive  sections  of 
the  labor  movemsnt,  to  strengthen  the  Party's  mass  base  among  the  basic  Industrial 
workers,  Begro  and  white,  and  among  the  youth.  Without  tbla,  the  Party's  capacity 
for  helping  transform  Its  policy  Into  living  reality  will  remln  seriously  Impaired. 

The  monopolists  and  imperialists  are  impelled  to  place  the  burden  of  their 
economic  and  political  problems  onto  the  backs  of  the  mass  of  people.    To  acoonpllsh 
this,  they  will  increasingly  use  every  political,  economic  and  aoclal  means  to  ac- 
complish their  alma. 

It  la  clear  that  the  Amsrlcan  people  do  not  intend  to  submit  to  this  attack. 
They  will  join  the  developing  movement  toward  peace,  co-existence  and  dleermBmsnt 
with  their  struggle  for  political,  economic  and  social  security. 

The  perepectlve  for  our  Party,  therefore,  la  to  bring  our  science  and  Indls- 
penaable  role  to  these  movemanta.    Wo  can  bring  our  Coi^uniat  initiative,  atead- 
faatneee  and  energy  to  help  people  In  these  struggles.    We  can  find  from  among 
the  moat  devoted  and  clasa  conacious  elemanta  emerging  in  theae  struggles  a  source 
for  new  members  to  revitalize  and  rebuild  our  organization. 

Certain  weakneaaea  In  the  Party 'a  work  can  bo  attributed  to  ahortcomlngs  in 
the  work  of  the  National  leadership.    Among  these  are  a  failure  decisively  to  end 
factlonaliam,  a  lag  in  tackling  important  Ideological  problems,  and  insufficient 
vigorous  fight  for  a  united  front  policy,  and  Inadequateneas  in  collective  work 
and  the  application  of  critlciem  and  self-criticism. 

But  the  Min  weakneaa  of  the  Party  leadership  on  a  national  and  district  level, 
iiae  been  the  failure  to  come  abreast  of  the  now  developments  with  analysis,  policy 
and  program  and  tactical  leadership  to  moat  effectively  equip  our  Party  so  that  It 
Bfty  play  Its  full  role  to  Influence  and  contribute  to  the  mee  developoents  shaping 
up  today.    Many  of  our  leaders  remain  Isolated  from  our  Party  Bsniberehlp  and  the 
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Party  building  and  the  further  Implemsntatlon  of  the  Party's  mass  political 
line  will  proceed  very  slowly  and  unsatlefactorily  unless  the  entire  Party  and 
Its  leadership  seriously  raises  organizational  work  to  the  high  level  it  requires. 

It  will  tie  Idle  for  us  to  improve  the  political  content  of  our  work  unless 
the  entire  leadership  conducts  a  determined  struggle  to  re-establish  tl^  organ- 
izational status  of  our  Party  from  top  to  bottom.    The  fight  for  the  rervltallza- 
tion  of  our  Party  needs  to  be  seen  as  a  two  front  task,  each  of  which  will  be  re- 
quired.   Progress  on  each  front  will  enhance  the  other  and  both  are  essential  for 
the  solution  of  the:  key  problems  for  the  most  effective  functioning  and  role  of 
our  Party. 

In  this  connection.  It  Is  essential  that  the  Party  leadership  at  all  levels 
Improve  Its  style  of  work,  eiadlcate  subjectivity  and  cultivate  closer,  and  more 
comradely  relationships.  In  which  criticism  and  self -critlciem  will  be  construct- 
ive and  mutually  beneficial.    Care  m-ist  be  taken  that  criticism  and  self-criticism 
be  of  mistakes  and  directed  towards  overcoming  them  as  well  as  errorsand  weakness- 
es of  Party  leaders,  and  not    take  the  form  of  criticism  of  the  Party  as  such, 
undermining  its  role,  such  as  took  place  In  the  recent  past  period.    And  It  Is 
especially  urgent  that  the  leadership  worn  at  all  times  to  reinforce  the  unity 
of  the  Party. 

It  Is  necessary  to  effect  a  marked  improvement  in  the  way  in  which  the  Party 
fulfills  Its  vanguard  role,  especially  in  Its  ideological  work,  in  ertending  Its 
independent  ness  activity,  and  In  unfolding  its  united  front  policies.  Also,  the 
readership  and  study  of  USE  WORKEB,  and  POLITICAL  AFFAIES,  and  of  Marxist  liter- 
ature of  all  kinds,  must  be  greatly  expanded. 

The  exercise  of  Its  vanguard  role  requires,  among  othrr  things,  expanding  to 
the  maximum  the  organizational  and  political  initiatives  of  the  Party  on  all 
levels.    Taking  into  account  the  deprivation  of  legal  rights  Imposed  upon  tre 
Party  by  Big  Business  reaction  is  violation  of  the  Constitution,  the  Party's  van- 
guard role  must  be  exercised  by  Its  members  In  such  a  way  as  safeguards  tf-a  ab- 
ility of  Communists  to  remain  among  the  masses,  strengthen  their  ties  with  them 
for  the  Party's  mass  policies.    At  the  same  time,  tl«  Party  must  boldly  "tllize 
all  public  channels  for  expression  and  activity,  and  intensify  the  flg*it  for  re- 
establishment  of  Its  full  constitutional  rights  as  part  of  the  general  fight  of 
the  working  people  to  restore  and  defend  the  Bill  of  Bights. 

Effectively  to  carry  out  the  Party's  mass  political  line,  to  accelerate 
labor  unity  and  the  development  of  the  democratic  front  for  peace,  democracy 
and  security,  it  is  necessary  to  master  and  apply  concretely  and  flexibly  the 
Party's  united  front  policy.  In  many  respects,  this  remains  our  biKggst  unwpn 
battle .  Victory  In  this  battle  is  the  key  to  progress  on  all  fronts,  now  and 
on  the  morrow,  it  is  a  battle  which  must  be  waged  by  every  Party  leader,  and 
member,  in  shop  and  community,  in  the  unions  and  other  mass  organizations. 

The  Party  must  search  out  what  Is  new  and  promising  in  the  current  and  un- 
folding mass  struggles.  It  must  find  the  ways  and  means  of  establishing  more 
extensive  personal  contacts  and  friendships,  and  wider  formal  and  Informal  org- 
anized political  relationships  with  other  progressive  workers  on  key  Issues. 
It  must  work  to  revitalize  the  Left  and  promote  the  broadest  unity  of  action  of 
the  Left  with  the  progressive  or  center  forces  and,  on  certain  issues,  with  the 
conservative  forces  as  well. 

The  Party  must  give  special  consideration  to  ttie  proSlems  and  irass  struggles 
of  Anerlcan  youth,    it  must  give  Its  support  to  the  building  of  a  Marxist- 
oriented  youth  organization  in  this  country.    Attention  to  work  among  the  nation- 
al groups  must  be  restored.    In  this  connection.  It  is  necessary  to  combat  the 
erroneous  idea  that  these  groups  are  disappearing  as  significant  forces  In  the 
American  scene. 

The  Party  must  41so  strive  to  strengthen  international  working-class  solid- 
arity.   Above  all,  it  mu6t  strive  to  build  ever--  closer  ties  with  th«  working 
people  of  the  Latin  American  countries,  who  labor  under  the  oppression  of  Amer- 
ican imperialism. 

As  never  before,  it  is  important  that  the  Party,  from  top  to  bottom,  grasp 
more  deeply  and  develop  further  the  scientific  principles  of  Marxism-Leninism, 
boldly  grappling  with  the  new  problems  confronting  our  working  class  and  country, 
and  learning  from  the  experiences  and  views  of  the  masses,  as  well  as  from  world 
worklngclass  experience. 
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It  Is  nacaaeary  to  etrengthen  the  Ifleologlcal  content  of  our  mass  work  flay 
In  and  day  out.    Antl-Sovletlsn  and  antl'-Comminlen  auat  be  exposed  as  the  chief 
weapon  of  the  truate  to  maak  their  robber  plane  of  aggroaelon  and  exploitation 
abroad  and  at  hooa.    RaclBm,  antl-Semltlem,  bourgeois  nationalism  and  chauvinism 
muat  be  bared  as  a  dlvlslro  hatohet  dividing  Negro  and  white,  native  and  foreign 
bom  at  hoBS,  and  "Juatlfylng"  U.  8.  Inperlallst  domination  abroad.    The  "people 
oapltalleo"  and  "welfare  etate"  panaceas  muat  be  unmasked  as  denAgoglc  propaganda 
•pread  by  the  open  apologlata  of  Big  Business  as  well  as  by  the  rovlalonlsts  In 
their  efforts  to  confuse  and  dlaorlent  the  working  people,  to  prevent  Chem  from 
•truggllng  effectively  agalnet  monopoly  and  to  diver  them  from  the  path  to  aoclal- 

ISB. 

RevlsloDlaB  la  an  opportunlat  trend  which  has  Its  eource  In  the  Ideology  of 
the  Imperlallat  ruling  class.    Especially  In  periods  of  relative  economic  stab- 
ility social  reformist  and  "class  partnership"  ideas  and  llloslons  gain  widespread 
support  and  these  Influencea  flourish  and  spread  in  the  labor  and  the  middle 
olaasea.    Our  foremost  mass  ideological  task  is  the  constant  struggle  to  expose 
Ite  roots  and  influences.    Within  our  Party  its  penetration  showed  Itself  In  the 
variety  of  Loveatone,  Browder,  and  Gates  revlalonlat  theories,  resulting  in 
stripping  our  fighting  capacity  and  leaderahip  ability  and  which  threatened  the 
very  eirlstenca  of  the  Party.    It  attempts  to  replace  our  working  class  science 
with  bourgeois  ideas  and  methods.    Our  leadership  was  slow  to  recognize  its  harm- 
ful effects  in  the  period  from  mld-1956  to  1958,  as  well  as  In  earlier  periods. 

Much  of  oar  present  weaknesses  stem  from  the  hangovers  of  revlalonlat  think- 
ing and  msthode  aeen  in  apathy,  cyniclem  and  continuing  "holding  action"  ooncepte. 
These  retard  the  revitaliration  of  our  Party  and  Ita  aubaequent  rebuilding.  Our 
Party  and  eapecially  ita  leadership  oeede  to  be  atrengthened  In  the  philoaophlcal 
solenoa  and  method  of  dialectical  naterialiam  in  order  to  lore  effectively  devel- 
op    oonalatent  working  oIass  theorise  and  pollclea. 

Our  oaas  work  and  ideoloflflcal  reaponalbility  demsnd  that  the  most  consistent 
struggle  a^inst  revisionist  tendencies  be  carried  on  simultaneously  with  the 
■ost  vigorous  opposition  to  dogsBtic  Ideae  and  sectai-lan  practices  wlthia  our 
■uvement.    Equally  with  revisionism,  these  stem  from  ruling-class  Ideology.  And 
they  are  equally  a  form  of  opportuniBm--in  fact,  they  are  but  the  other  tide  of 
thj  coin  of  Right,  revisioniet  opportunism.    The  Party  must  wage  a  perolstent 
•truggle  against  deeply  ingrained  concepts,  practices  and  Influences  of  dogmatic- 
Mctarlan  opportunist  tendenciea  seen  in  rejection  and  uoderestlietlon  of  the 
wited  front,  and  in  narrow,  limited  actions  running  ahead  of  the  i«8ses  and 
oauslng  isolation  froo  them,  and  which  leads  to  frustration  and  apathy.  Above 
all,  the  Party  mist  oonduct  an  uncompromising  struggle  to  eradicate  from  its 
ranks  every  vestige  of  the  destructive  evil  of  factionalism. 

)kJor  dovoloUDBnts  today  are  forcing  many  basic  questions  into  the  arena  of 
public  debate.    Among  these  are  questions  which  arise  out  of  the  developoents 
toward  peace  and  dleanWDsnt,  aa  well  as  questions  which  arise  out  of  the  move 
toward  peaceful  competition.    This  has  also  given  rise  to  a  tremsndous  curiosity 
and  interest  in  the  Socialist  world.    Millions  of  people  in  our  country  today 
are  beginning  to  weigh  two  social  syetema. 

Thia  interest  is  spurred  by  the  tremendous  developments  of  the  Socialist 
world  in  the  fields  of  science,  education,  industry  and  agriculture,  as  well  as 
the  historic  Soviet  seven-year  plan  which  promisee  such  epoch  making  advances. 

The  peace  policy  end  initiatives  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  recent  proposal 
for  total  disamamsnt  exert  an  even  greater  influence  in  world  affaire,  and  has 
struck  a  responsive  chord  in  the  mass  desire  to  avoid  the  holocaust  of  an  atomic 
var. 

It  la  therefore  timely  and  essential  to  demonstrate  anew  the- supeerlority 
of  socialism  over  capitalism  and  the  promise  which  Soclaliam  holds  of  a  happy  and 
peaceful  life  for  hui»nlty. 

Especially  now,  therefore.  In  order  to  make  our  Marxist  contribution  to  the 
Beneral  welfare,  to  multiply  our  mass  influence  and  build  the  party  ae  a  maee 
party,  we  Coamuniete  must  expand  our  advocacy  of  eoclalism.    We  must  explain  how 
with  the  socialist  reorganization  of  society  our  country,  with  its  great  working 
Uass, resources  and  technology,  can  bring  forth  an  age  of  economic,  cultural, 
social,  intellectual  and  democratic  well-being  far  beyond  the  boldest  dreams  of 
any  generation  of  Americans.    We  must  show  that  the  Conmunlet  Party  advocates 
and  strives  to  help  bring  into  existence  thie  new  social  system  by  peaceful  and 
democratic  means,  and  we  must  show  that  in  thie  new  socialist  society  there  will 
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be  life,  llterty  and  happiness  for  all  Amerlcane-  Negro  and  white,  under  a 
government  led  by  the  working  class. 

The  decade  of  the  sixties  is  a  period  In  which  the  American  people  will 
take  great  strides  forward.    And  It  la  a  period  In  which  our  Party  and  its 
Influence  can  grow  many  times  over.  In  which  it  can  become  a  mass  party  of  the 
American  working  class,  in  the  vanguard  of  the  struggles  of  the  American  people 
for  peace  and  progress  and  throwing  a  beacon  light  toward  an  America  of  brother- 
hood and  peaceful  labor— a  socialist  Amsrlca. 


#  #  # 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  13 


DRAFT  DECLARATIOB  OF  ADB  AMD  TASKS 


1.    The  Htiture  of  the  CommunlBt  Party 

The  Communist  Party  of  the  United  States  la  a  party  of  the  Anerlcan  vorklng 
claea.  Ite  roota  reach  back  over  a  century  to  the  first  Manlet  and  Communlet 
groups  formed  In  this  country.  Orgenlzcd  In  1919,  midst  the  great  upheavals  and 
controversies  of  the  time,  the  Comnunlst  Party  wae  founded  by  revolutionary  Soc- 
ialists and  ofnr  radical  vorkors  who  had  matured  In  these  earlier  movemsnts.  The 
Conmunlet  Par:./  ooeks  to  advance  the  strivings  of  the  American  working  people  for 
a  better  life,  a  fullsr  and  richer  democracy,  and  peace. 

The  Communlet  Party  bases  Its  activity  and  outlook  on  the  theories  and 
teachings  of  Karl  Marx  and  V.  I.  Lenin,    rurx  emphasized  that  Communists  have  no 
interests  separate  and  apart  from  tho  working  class  as  a  whole;  that  they  filffer 
only  In  that  they  see  and  urge  the  necessity  of  the  working  class  taking  political 
power  into  Its  own  hands,  and  using  that  power  to  establish  socialism  --  the  people's 
ownership  and  planned  operation  of  banks,  factories,  mills,  mines,  utilities,  public 
transportation,  etc. In  the  interests  of  the  whole  people.    Lenin,  building  on  the 
basic  teachings  of  Marx,  saw  and  taught  the  necessity  for  unity  of  action  in  the 
struggle  for  power  by  the  working  class,  farmsrs,  the  colonial  peoples,  and  all 
peoples  oppressed  or  restricted  by  the  large  monopolies  that  now  dominate  our 
country.  Its  economic  and  political  life.  Its  domsstlc  and  foreign  policies. 

Their  basic  teachings  on  the  transformation  of  proeent-day  society  Into 
socialism  have  been  confirmed  by  the  momentous  changes  of  recent  years;  one-third 
of  mankind  has  taken  the  socialist  road.    These  theories  are  enriched  constantly 
by  new  experiences  of  the  workers  In  their  struggles  against  the  capitalists 
everywhere.    Communists  seek  to  combine  Marxist -Leninist  theories  with  the  spec- 
ific conditions  of  our  own  country. 

The  Communist  Party  sees  Itself  as  a  pioneering  force  In  the  earns  sense 
that  the  Abolitionists  were  the  vanguard  of  the  EnBnclpatlon  movoniBnt.    The  ala 
of  the  Communlet  Party  Is  socialism,  which  will  be  established  when  the  American 
working  class,  in  the  struggle  for  a  better  life,  becomes  the  leader  of  the  nation. 
Communists  attempt  to  the  best  of  their  ability  to  enhance  the  class  unity,  polit- 
ical understanding  and  socialist  awareness  of  the  workers,  while  participating 
together  with  them  In  their  economic  and  democratic  struggles. 

Although  a  relatively  small  and  constantly  embattled  group,  the  Communists 
over  the  years  have  made  significant  contributions  to  progress  in  the  United  States. 
Together  with  other  socialist -minded  and  radical  workers,  they  were  the  leaven  in 
the  mass  movements  which  built  Industrial  unionism,  won  unemployment  Ineurance-and 
other  social  benefits,  and  established  the  right  of  collective  bargaining.  Con- 
munists  always  encouraged  and  supported  independent  political  action  by  labor. 

They  pioneered  In  the  struggle  for  Negro  rights  In  our  day,  helped  open  the 
South  to  trade  unionism,  and  fought  racism  and  chauvinism  as  it  affected  all  na- 
tional minorities  and  the    foreign-bom  generally.    They  Joined  in  every  defense  of 
decocratic  liberties  and  institutions  agalnot  reaction,  and  supported  all  efforts  to 
extend  social  legislation  and  democracy  in  our  land. 

Communists  always  stood  for  labor  solidarity  with  all  peoples  seeking  free- 
dom from  imperialism  and  with  all  workers  everywhere  fighting  for  their  rights. 
They  opposed  at  all  times  aggressive  imperialist  policies  of  our  government  in 
Latin  America  and  elsewhere.    They  were  among  the  first  in  this  country  to  uphold 
the  principle  of  collective  security  against  fascism  and  to  urge  friendship  with 
the  Soviet  Union  as  a  requirenent  of  our  own  national  security.    They  fought  along- 
side the  democratic  forces  of  Spain  against  the  fascists  Isd  by  Franco,  and  during 
the  Second  World  War  exerted  all  their  energies  for  victory,  giving  of  their  best 


During  the  height  of  the  cold  war  and  of  McCarthylem,  the  Communists  suf- 
fered many  hardships,  including  prison,  loss  of  employment  and  general  ostracism, 
when  they  urged  negotiations  for  peace,  outlawing  the  atom  bomb  and  the  restoration 
of  democracy. 

Whatever  the  persecution.  Communists  demonstrated  their  loyalty  to  prin- 
ciple, seeking  to  serve  the  best  Interests  of  the  American  people  and  to  keep  aloft 
tne  banner  of  democracy,  peace  and  socialism. 

Endless  agitation  by  reactionaries  about  an  alleged  Communist  conspiracy  cn- 
not  bury  the  elementary  truth  that  the  Communist  Party  Is  a  socially  necessary, 
American-rooted  political  party  of  the  working  class  of  the  United  States.    It  Is 
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an  Inevitable  product  of  the  profit  eystem  --  the  response  of  the  more  advanced 
vorkers  to  the  extraction  of  profits  from  their  labor  which  le  characteristic  of  our 
society.  ,  Many  millions  of  Americans  will  come  to  understand  that  such  a  jarty  Is 
essential  to  them,  for  the  present  and  for  the  future. 

The  Communist  Party  le  the  most  democratic  party  In  the  country,  despite 
every  effort  to  label  It  a  "consplratorltal  sect."    The  freest  exchange  of  opinion 
prevails  In  It,  and  complete  freedom  to  Join  or  leave.    The  principle  of  unity  of 
action  and  central  leadership  under  democratic  control,  enables  It  to  function  as  a 
united  political  party,  geared  for  the  struggles  of  the  Anerlcan  workers .  ConjDun- 
Ists  resist  every  effort  to  cut  them  off  from  the  people.    Their  policies  nssan  little 
unless  laboring  people  know  and  understand  them,  and  unless  the  Communists  themselves 
know  and  share  the  common  aspirations  and  experiences  of  the  people. 

The  Communists  of  the  United  States  feel  they  have  won  the  right  to  be 
heard  by  their  fellow  countrymen,  without  obstruction  or  distortion.    They  here  set 
forth  their  guiding  principles,  alms  and  tasks. 

2.    Peaceful  Coexistence 


Peace  le  the  central  issue  of  our  time.    The  only  alternative  to  a  nuclear  war 
of  mutual  destruction  is  peaceful  coexistence  among  all  nations,  capltaliat  and  social- 
ist.   The  pivot  of  peace  in  the  present-day  world  Is  cooperation  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union,  the  leading  powers,  respectively,  of  the  capitalist  and 
socialist  worlds.    Cooperation  between  them  for  the  settlement  of  outstanding  dis- 
putes, for  total  disarmament,  for  trade  and  for  scientific-cultural  interchange  can 
bring  all  countries  —  the  capitalist,  socialist  and  newly  liberated  nations  --  into 
a  united  effort  to  naintain  world  peace . 

Communists  believe  that  monopoly  capitalism  Is  the  source  of  the  war  danger. 
They  believe  that  a  socialist  society,  in  which  titers  are  no  capitalists,  has  no 
incentive  to  war  but  generates  peace.    They  hold  that  new  conditions  for  winning  and 
assuring  world  peace  have  been  created  by  the  global  changes  which  have  proceeded 
since  World  War  II.    The  progress  of  socialism,  the  success  of  the  colonial  revolu- 
tions, and  the  growth  of  labor  and  democratic  movements  in  many  countries  m'ke  it 
possible  to  avert  war  in  the  present  world  and,  going  beyond  that,  to  eliminate  the 
very  danger  of  war  even  while  capitalism  continues  to  exist  In  a  number  of  countries. 

In  the  Communist  view,  the  competition  of  the  capitalist  and  socialist  sys- 
tems can  be  kept  within  peaceful  bounds  In  the  present  world  structure.  They  con- 
sider it  their  supreme  duty  to  help  realize  these  prospects. 

For  the  American  Communists,  the  fight  for  peaceful  coexistence  is  not  a  tac- 
tic or  a  maneuver,  aimed  at  securing  exclusive  advantages  for  the  socialist  world, 
or  advancing  special  party  interests  in  the  United  States.  They  fight  for  peace  be- 
cause It  is  a  basic  need  of  all  mankind,  especially  In  view  of  the  utterly  destruct- 
ive character  of  nuclear  warfare.  Communists  support  the  peace  policy  of  the  Soviet 
Union  and  other  socialist  countries  because  they  consider  such  a  policy  necessary  and 
beneficial  for  our  own  country. 

The  cold  war  policy  has  proven  itself  bankrupt.  Its  continuance  only  brings 
discredit  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Capitalism  and  imperialism  no  longer  domdnate 
the  world.  Our  country  must  recognize  and  accomodate  itself  to  the  new  world  rela- 
tionships that 'have  come  into  being.  Active  cooperation  for  peace  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  China  and  the  other  socialist  lands  has  becone  the  overriding  national  Inter- 
est of  the  United  States.  All  sections  of  the  population  and  all  classes  ouglit  to 
recognize  this  truth. 

American  Communists  hold  that  the  principal  concern  of  national  politics 
should  be  the  firm  establishment  by  our  government  of  a  long-range  policy  of  peace- 
ful coexistence  and  friendly  competition.    They  support  all  policies  that  ooto  In 
that  direction.    They  favor  common  action  among  all  elements --no  matter  of  what 
class  or  political  view— that  agree  on  initial  steps  to  end  the  cold  war, to  reach 
total  disarmament,  and  to  arrange  affairs  with  other  nations  along  peaceful  lines. 

To  realize  these  objectives  the  American  people  will  have  to  fight  on  many 
fronts  to  curb  the  propensity  of  die-hard  monopoly  and  imperialist  circles  to  keep 
the  cold  war  alive.    They  will  have  to  oppose  Intervention,  direct  or  otherwl«e, 
against  progressive  social  and  national  movements  abroad.    New  war  dangers  will 
arise  also  if  powerful  reactionary  circles  are  permitted  to  pursue  these  anti-labor 
and  fascist-like  course  at  home.    The  prospects  for  peace  In  the  period  ahead  depend, 
to  a  decisive  degree,  upon  the  efforts  of  the  American  people  to  find  a  democratic 
way  out  of  the  growing  crisis  of  our  system. 
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3.    Progreee  In  a  PeacetlaB  EcononQr 

The  crlele  of  our  eoclety  1b  devoloplng  within  the  frameworlc  of  world  compet- 
ition between  capltallem  and  aoclallem.    The  competition  of  eyateme  1b  the  hallmark 
of  our  tinea,  and  touches  upon  every  Important  question  of  our  national  life. 

ConmunlBts  believe  that  the  competition  between  the  two  systems  BhouU  be 
turned  to  the  advantage  of  the  Amsrlcan  people.    It  provldoe  new  ground  for  Buccess- 
ful  efforts  to  Improve  living  conditions,  to  nBke  new  democratic  and  cultural  ad- 
vances,  and  to  strengthen  peace. 

For  their  part,  powerful  big  buslDess  and  reactionary  circles  attempt  to  pic- 
ture competition  from  world  socialism  as  a  threat  to  the  Dnlted  States,  In  order  to 
use  this  alleged  threat  as  a  pretext  for  an  all-out  attack  upon  the  living  standards, 
democratic  liberties  and  peaceful  aspirations  of  the  people .    If  they  have  their 
way,  not  only  will  the  conditions  of  Ufa  deteriorate  In  every  respect,  but  peace 
Itself  can  be  lost. 

Socialism  la  proving  Itself  able  to  exceed  the  American  rate  of  economic 
growth  by  at  least  three  or  four  times.    It  is  able  to  neks  rational  and  constructive 
use  of  its  production  and  science  along  balanced  lines,  and  to  spread  resulting  bene- 
fits widely  among  the  people.    However,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  Aaerican  people 
must  resign  themselves  to  becoming  helpless  victims  of  the  decay,  waste  and  corrup- 
tion of  our  social  system,  while  other  countries  build  a  new  society,  outpace  us, 
and  leave  us  behind.    The  road  to  progress  is  not  closed  to  the  United  States. 

Communists  take  the  view  that  through  the  regeneration  of  the  democratic  mass 
movoDBnt  In  our  country,  it  is  i>osslble  to  advance  the  economic  welfare  of  the  Aaar- 
ican  people  and  to  further  peaceful  world  development. 

An  accelerated  rate  of  growth,  together  with  resulting  social  benefits,  can 
be  achieved  only  in  spite  of  monopoly  and  In  the  fight  against  it.  Monopoly  capit- 
al creates  its  own  obstacles  to  economic  growth,  obstacles  which  are  built  into  the 
system.  Furthermore,  mere  economic  growth  is  not  necessarily  translated  Into  social 
benefits  under  capitalism,  as  it  is  under  socialism.  Monopoly  has  no  incentive  to 
raise  the  rate  of  growth.  On  the  contrary,  it  uses  automtlon  and  other  technical 
advances  to  accumulate  maximum  profits  for  Itself  within  a  structure  of  high  prices 
and  restricted  output  at  the  expense  of  the  workers  and  the  people. 

Labor  cannot  be  opposed  to  new  technology  and  greater  productivity,  for  these 
are  essential  to  progress.  But  technical  progress  should  be  used  to  reduce  the  work 
week,  lighten  the  burden  of  labor,  and  lower  prices,  instead  of  reducing  the  number 
of  workers  In  production,  intensifying  speed-up,  and  raising  prices.  The  now  tech- 
niques should  be  used  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  needs  of  the  people,  and  not  to 
create  a  now  layer  of  permanent  unemployed  --  a  typical  form  of  spreading  distress 
In  our  high-level  monopoly  society. 

The  challenge  presented  to  the  Americm  people  by  the  competition  of  capital- 
ist and  BoclallBt  ayatemB  is  to  achieve  a  condition  of  full  employment  and  to  en- 
large the  area  of  social  and  cultural  benefits  without  war  or  the  threat  of  war. 
Only  a  revived  labor  and  democratic  nfiss  movemant  can  promote  the  struggle  to  achieve 
this  aim.    Only  such  a  movenent  can  create  tlte  political  conditions  that  will  enable 
this  country  to  move  In  the  direction  of  an  abundant  peacetime  economy. 

A  peacetime  economy,  utilizing  for  conatructlve  and  useful  purposes  the 
blllionB  now  spent  on  arms,  can  find  ways  of  offsetting  crisis  dangers  and  holding 
off  a  severe  depression.  Heavy  arms  spending  did  not  prevent  three  economic  crises 
during  the  cold  war  period.  It  only  temporarily  stimulated  capital  Investment,  and 
that  at  the  price  of  increasing  cold  war  tensions  and  war  dangers, ley lEg  a  heavy  tax 
burden  on  those  least  able  to  pay,  and  creating  constant  inflationary  preeaureB  and 
rising  prices. 

A  new  and  healthy  stimulus  can  be  given  to  the  economy  Ifthe  military  funds 
are  diverted  to  the  solution  of  ti»  unemployment  problem,  to  the  reconetructlon  of 
the  South  and  other  underdeveloped  regions,  to  equalization  of  the  living  standards 
of  the  Negro  people,  to  housing,  schools,  health,  science  and  the  arts,  metropolitan 
planning  and  other  pressing  peacetime  neede.    Unrestricted  trade  with  all  nations, 
the  removal  of  barriers  to  trade  with  the  Soviet  Union,  China  and  other  socialist 
nations,  and  foreign  aid  for  the  peaceful  development  of  underdeveloped  and  poverty- 
stricken  countries  can  be  of  great  benefit  to  our  economic  growth  and  stability. 

This  is  the  way  the  American  people  should  meet  the  challenge  presented  by 
the  competition  of  systems. 
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1*.    Defepse  of  Democracy 

ConnunlBta  see  the  battle  to  preserve  aad  enrich  democracy  as  crucial  to 
peace  and  well-being.    Our  democratic  and  civil  liberties  and  our  representative 
Institutions  are  today  under  attack  from  reaction.    This  attack  has  to  be  repulsed 
and  the  trend  to  authoritarian  government  has  to  be  blocked  to  keep  open  the  demo- 
cratic road  to  social  progress  under  conditions  of  peace. 

The  fight  for  democracy  is  basic  to  the  entire  Communist  perspective.  Capit- 
alist democracy  Is  necessarily  limited,  since  It  is  based  on  the  domination  of  the 
capitalist  class,  which  severely  restricts  the  freedom  of  tl*  wortors,  tlte  negro 
people,  and  other  sections  of  the  Anerlcan  people.    Complete  and  nftnlfold  realiza- 
tion of  democracy  will  be  made  possible  only  by  the  abolition  of  antagonistic 
classes  and  the  rise  of  real  nejority  rule  under  socialism.    Conmunists,  however, 
fight  to  achieve  the  highest  level  of  democracy  possible  under  capitalism. 

Within  the  limitations  of  capitalist  society,  our  form  of  political  democ- 
racy and  of  republican  government  has  traditionally  provided  comparatively  free  and 
broad  basis  for  the  class  and  social  struggles  of  the  people.    As  a  result,  over  the 
years,  the  people  have  been  able  to  make  nany  economic  and  democratic  gains  against 
the  resistance  of  entrenched  wealth  and  privilege .    Hcjwever,  growing  monopoly  dom- 
ination of  the  government  now  threatens  to  choke  off  these  freer  forms  of  struggle 
by  replacing  the  democratic  content  of  our  political  system  with  an  authoritarian 
content,  retaining  only  the  outward  shell  of  the  democratic  institutions. 

This  trend  has  been  especially  pronounced  since  the  war.  Imense  power  has 
been  gathered  In  the  Executive,  where  a  great  mushrooming  of  appointed  agencies  con- 
stantly invade  and  undermine  the  powers  of  Congress.  A  combination  of  big  buslDess 
and  the  military,  to  which  science  and  administration  have  been  subordinated,  cob- 
nand  the  vast  network  of  agencies.  Congress  itself,  under  pressure  from  the  Right, 
tends  to  surrender  Its  reBponslblllties  as  a  representative  body.  It  has  passed 
an  array  of  anti-labor  and  ant 1 -democratic  laws  in  violation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights 
and  has  conducted  investigative  procedures  which  cannot  be  condoned  under  our  Con- 
stitution.   These  trends  have  permeated  into  local  and  state  govemmonta. 

The  battle  to  defend  our  democracy  from  reaction  is  today  a  powerful  stimulus 
to  social  progress  and  peace.    Unless  Congress  and  other  reprooentatlvo  bodies  are 
revitalized  as  popular  institutions,  expressing  the  demands  and  needs  of  the  people, 
confidence  in  democratic  government  will  wither  and  an  atmosphere  will  arise  in 
which  fascist  movements  may  thrive. 

In  the  Communist  view,  the  representative  legislative  bodies  are  the  most 
direct  means  for  the  expression  of  the  popular  will  under  our  political  system. 
Helnvigorated  and  restored  to  their  proper  function,  they  can  provide  the  means 
for  bringing  effective  popular  pressure  upon  the  other  two  branches  of  govermnsnt, 
and  for  obtaining  the  majcimum  popular  rule  possible  under  capitalism. 

Democracy  should  bo  strengthened  by  popular  election  of  Judges,  direct  ballot 
for  President,  proportional  representation,  universal  referendum  and  recall,  liber- 
alization of  the  committee  structure  and  rules  in  both  Houses  with  elimination  of 
the  seniority  system  which  has  so  greatly  enhanced  the  power  of  the  Dlxlocrats.  It 
should  also  be  strengthened  by  doing  away  with  the  host  of  restrictions  which  now 
exist  an  access  to  the  ballot  by  minority  parties  and  Independent  candidates.  The 
powers  of  the  Federal  Goverranent  should  be  enlarged  to  establish  minimum  national 
requirements  in  the  fields  of  social  legislation  and  Constitutional  rights.  The 
states  should  be  deprived  of  the  power  to  nullify  such  national  legislation. 

The  democratic  transformation  of  the  South,  with  fully  proportional  Wegro 
representation  at  all  levels  of  government,  can  once  and  for  all  remove  from  our 
national  life  the  scourge  of  Dixlecratism. 

The  leading  social  forces  in  the  fight  for  democracy  are  the  working  class, 
the  laboring  farmers  and  the  Negro  people.  Their  tendency  Is  to  fight  for  unre- 
stricted democracy  because  they  need  it  for  economic  security  and  freedom.  Labor 
and  the  working  farmsrs  are  thrust  14to  the  very  heart  of  the  struggle  by  the  mon- 
opoly attack  upon  their  conditions  of  life  and  their  rights.  In  their  battle  for 
Constitutional  rights,  the  Negro  people  Impart  a  powerful  impetus  to  the  fight  for 
democracy  in  general. 

With  these  social  forces  taking  the  Initiative,  largo  sections  of  the  middle 
classes,  professionals,  technicians  and  Intellectuals  will  also  enter  the  cannon 
struggle  for  democracy.    These  have  suffered  from  economic  concentration  and  are 
being  shut  off  from  significant  participation  in  govemmsnt  by  the  trend  to  a  state 
totally  dominated  by  the  monopolies , 
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In  thia  array  of  people 'e  foroee,  alliance  between  the  labor  unJone  andths 
Negro  rlgbts  movement  playe  ths  central  role  In  tbe  democratic  struggle  agalnet  the 
Boet  aggreaalve  eectors  of  big  bualnese  and  agalnat  Dlzlecrat  reaction.  Tbia  la  an 
outoone  of  our  own  hiatory,  In  vhioh  the  atruggle  for  Negro  rights  haa  played  ao 
crucial  a  part.  The  organic  link  between  the  fight  for  Negro  freedom  and  the  atrlT- 
Ing  of  all  working  people  for  a  better  life  la  a  permanent  characteristic  of  social 
progroas  In  our  country. 

By  their  struggles  to  safeguard  the  permanent  galna  of  democracy  under  our 
ayetem  and  to  preserve  the  repreaentatlve  Institutions,  the  American  people  can 
enrich  democracy,  preeerve  peace,  and  open  the  way  to  progreaslve  change. 

5.    The  American  Road  to  Socialism 

The  superiority  of  socialism  over  capitalism  as  a  system  of  society  la 
firmly  eatabllshed.  A  system  based  on  the  social  ownership  of  the  msana  of  pro- 
duction and  their  planned  use  for  the  material  and  cultural  needs  of  the  whole  of 
society  la  far  superior  to  the  system  of  capitalism,  which  la  founded  on  private 
ownership  of  the  baalc  economy  and  exploitation  of  the  great  najorlty  feu-  the  en- 
richment of  the  few. 

American  Comnunlsts  believe  that  aoclallsm  will  prove  necessary  for  the 
United  States,  because  only  auch  a  radical  tranafomatlon  can  solve  the  oruclal 
problems  of  our  present-day  society. 

All  socialist  CO  ntrlee  have  basic  features  In  common.  Tot,  as  recent 
history  has  demonstrated,  each  country  takes  Its  own  road  to  socialism.  Socialism 
In  thlB  country  also  will  have  the  specific  features  of  American  development.  It 
will  be  the  product  of  our  own  hletory,  as  It  Is  made  by  the  efforts  of  t>*  American 
people  to  solve  the  acute  problems  of  our  society  In  Its  present  highly  developed 
stage  of  monopoly  capitalism.  Social  lam  will  be  bom  out  of  our  national  atrlvlng 
for  progreea,  with  its  own  distinctive  contributions  to  the  future  of  the  world. 

The  Conmunlet  Party  advocates  a  democratic  road  to  socialism  through  the 
political  and  economic  struggles  of  the  people  within  the  developing  and  revitalized 
Constitutional  process.    Capitalism  cannot  simply  be  reformed  Into  socialism.  The 
transition  from  one  to  the  other  Is  a  social  reveolutlon  requiring  a  transfer  of 
political  power  to  the  hands  of  the  workers,  who  would  use  It  to  replace  capitalist 
with  socialist  relatione  of  production. 

American  Comnunleta  fight  for  conditions  that  will  lead  to  a  peaceful  social- 
ist revolution.    They  do  ao  because  thla  la  the  preferable  and  the  least  painful 
method  of  basic  change.    Further,  they  think  that  a  peaceful  road  to  eoclallem  can 
be  opened  by  the  atrugglea  of  the  people  under  the  new  conditions  that  have  emerged 
In  the  world. 

Through  experience  gained  In  a  many-phaeed  atruggle,  the  American  working 
class  will  attain  the  unity,  political  n«turlty  and  eoclallat  coneclouaneea  to 
acquire  political  power  as  the  leader  of  the  entire  nation.  With  the  competition 
of  social  systems  developing  peacefully,  conditions  will  be  conducive  to  the  Con- 
stitutional transfer  of  power,  without  civil  violence,  and  to  the  aubaequent  es- 
*-abll8hnent  of  aoclallsm.  The  American  Conmunlsta  aeek  to  realize  auch  posalbll- 
Itlee  In  the  United  States. 

The  way  In  which  this  country  embracea  aoclallam  will  be  decided  not  only 
by  the  particular  aoclal  and  political  atrugglea  of  the  future,  and  by  the  world 
altuatlon  at  the  tine.    The  road  will  be  determined  alao,  and  perhapa  declalvely, 
by  the  struggle  for  peace,  democracy  and  economic  security,  and  the  political  form 
this  asaumas.  In  the  period  now  before  us. 

In  the  Communist  view,  the  road  to  socialism  In  this  country  will  be  shaped 
by  the  economic  and  democratic  struggles  of  the  workers  and  people's  forces  to 
curb  the  power  of  monopoly.    The  inherent  tendencies  In  our  society  to  aggressive 
expanalonlam,  permanent  unemployment,  economic  crises,  authoritarian  rule,  cultural 
decay  and  moral  corruption  can  be  impeded  only  by  a  powerful  mass  movement  deeply 
rooted  In  the  working  class,  and  encompaaalng  the  broad  population.    To  achieve 
thla  a  united  people's  movement  will  have  to  curb  the  power  of  monopoly  over  the 
economy  and  the  political  ayetem.    Such  fiemocratlc  curbs  will  lay  the  basis  for 
eliminating  monopoly  from  our  society  entirely. 

Conmunlets  belle-vo  that  In  the  course  of  the  economic  and  political  struggle 
by  labor  and  Its  allieB,  ever  greater  conceaslons  can  be  von  from  monopoly.  The 
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people  need  a  shorter  work  week,  higher  wages,  adequate  housing  and  schools,  and 
extended  social  welfare  legislation,  Including  a  comprehensive  system  of  public 
health  insurance,  including  a  basic  reform  of  the  tax  system  in  thslr  favor,  and 
strict  controls  over  monopoly  prices.  Due  to  the  disastrous  social  effect  of 
automation  and  other  technical  innovations  in  the  hands  of  the  monopolies,  labor 
and  its  allies  will  have  to  intervene  directly,  through  contract  negotiations  and 
iwlltlcal  action,  to  denfind  a  growing  degree  of  control  over  the  management  and 
production  policies  of  the  big  corporations. 

Extended  government  economic  activities  have  become  a  pern&nent  feature  of 
our  eoolety.    Monopoly  now  controls  these  activities  in  its  own  interests.  Popu- 
lar democratic  movements  In  this  domain  can  set  up  controls  over  the  monopolies  and 
strengthen  the  power  of  the  people  to  win  government  economic  measures  favorable 
to  the  labor  and  non-monopoly  groups. 

This  should  In  tlma  involve  steps  to  nationalize  certain  industries  to  the 
advantage  of  the  people.    At  the  start,  this  might  Include  the  public  services, 
tele -communications,  operations  connected  with  city  planning,  atomic  energy  and 
space  missiles,  as  well  as  other  industries  resulting  from  publicly -financed 
scientific  advances  or  from  the  exploitation  of  natural  resources. 

ConmiunlBtB  do  not  believe  that  capitalism  can  be  remade  into  a  "welfare 
society."    Thus,  nationalization  can  be  utilized  by  monopoly  capital  for  its  own 
benefit,  unless  labor  and  the  people  are  constantly  on  guard  and  fight  for  its 
establishment  under  democratic  controls ,    Substantial  gains  can  be  won  by  the 
people  in  such  a  struggle  under  capitalism.    But  Consiunlste  also  think  that  the 
people  will  come  to  understand  the  limitations  of  capitalism  and  the  necessity  of 
socialism  If  public  welfare  is  to  become  a  permanent  principle  of  society.  The 
labor  and  deaooratlo  movement,  learning  from  experience,  will  arrive  at  the  posi- 
tion where  the  struggle  for  mere  reforms  will  be  transformsd  into  a  movement  to 
change  the  basis  of  society. 

In  the  Communist  view,  the  most  important  thing  is  to  build  the  unity  of 
the  labor  movement  so  that  it  can  emerge  as  an  Independent  political  force,  able 
to  leftd  a  broad  movement    including  the  Negro  people,  the  bass  of  farmers  and  the 
middle  class  and  non-monopoly  groups.    The  necessities  of  the  mass  struggle  will 
require  the  workers  to  overcome  opportunism  in  the  labor  movement  and  the  influence 
of  capitalist  corruption  within  it.    Policies  based  on  concepts  of  a  common  inter- 
est with  monopoly  will  have  to  give  way  to  policies  based  on  constant  struggle 
against  monopoly,  and  a  united  front  around  such  policies.  If  trade  unionism  Is  to 
thrive  and  if  labor  is  to  step  forward  as  the  effective  leader  of  the  people's 
united  democratic  movement. 

The  central  task  of  labor  is  to  build,  out  of  the  people's  struggles  in 
many  fields,  a  coimnon  front  against  monopoly,  and  particularly  against  the  most 
reactionary  and  aggressive  monopoly  circles  that  at  a  given  tlms  and  on  paramount 
Issues  obstruct  the  path  to  peace  and  democratic  progress . 

In  the  Communist  view,  such  a  combination  of  people's  forces  will  seek  some 
form  of  political  expression  which  would  embody  the  specific  as  well  as  the  cconon 
Interests  of  the  various  component  anti-monopoly  groupe.    Today  there  are  nemy 
signs  that  a  basic  political  ahakeup  is  in  the  making.    Communists  hold  that  the 
labor  and  democratic  forces  should  move  toward  the  creation  of  a  new  people's 
party  Independent  of  monopoly.    Labor's  present  political  activities  should  be 
orlentec^  in  this  direction. 

A  people's  party,  embodying  the  leading  role  of  labor  and  the  coalition  of 
anti-monopoly  forces,  would  constitute  a  great  political  advance.  Prospects  would 
arise  of  a  people's  government,  representing  the  program  of  the  democratic  coali- 
tion. The  achievement  of  such  a  government,  through  whatever  phases  it  may  have 
to  pass,  would  amount  to  a  reidlcal  shift  in  class  relations  favorable  to  the  work- 
ing people.  It  is  through  such  a  democratic  process  that  Communists  see  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  people's  government  opening  the  way  to  working  class  political  power 
and  th©  subsequent  establishment  of  socialism. 

This,  in  general  terms,  is  how  Communists  see  the  American  road  to 
socialism.    Such  a  road  can  be  opened  under  our  Constitutional  system  by  the 
struggles  of  the  people  for  permanent  peace,  a  better  life,  and  a  richer 
democracy. 
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6.    Our  Socialist  Potential 

The  Boclallet  potential  of  the  United  States  is  Iminense.    Many  mftrrel  at  the 
achievements  of  the  socialist  countries  today,  most  of  which  etarttl  rrom  a  dead 
level  of  poverty.    Communists  bellere  that  In  the  United  States  alcm  socialism  will 
perform  winders,  beyond  the  dreams  of  most  Americans  today. 

Our  great  advantage  --  providing  the  people  succeed  in  preventing  an  H-bonb 
war  --  Is  the  very  high  economic  level  at  which  we  can  enter  the  snciallat  era.  Wo 
are  not  likely  to  confront  the  very  severe  hardships  of  the  poverty-stricken  count- 
ries which  had  to  lay  the  economic  foundations  of  socialism  In  the  midst  of  O  host- 
ile world. 

The  nationalization  of  the  monopolies  by  a  socialist  government  would  provide 
an  adoqi»te  base  In  all  decisive  parts  of  the  economy  for  rapid  economic  growth  under 
comprehensive  social  planning.    Socialism  would  immediately  eradicate  economic  cri- 
ses, unemployment,  and  the  threat  of  war.    The  problem  of  want  and  insecurity  could 
be  solved  quickly.    With  our  wealth,  great  productive  capacities  and  high  labor  pro- 
ductivity and  skill  in  industry  and  agriculture,  and  with  the  Initiative  ofthe 
people  fully  awakened,  we  will  have  a  state  which  truly  serves  the  needs  of  the 
people, providing  total  security  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

Without  injustice  to  anyone,  since  work  will  be  guaranteed  to  all,  ve  should 
be  able  to  realize  quickly  the  principles  of  the  first  stage  of  eociallsm:    "He  who 
is  able  but  does  not  work,  neither  shall  ho  oat,"  and  "From  each  according  to  his 
ability,  to  each  according  to  hie  work." 

With  the  imnense  monopolies  socialized  at  the  start,  it  should  be  poselblo  to 
transform  gradually,  along  socialist  lines,  snail  and  medium  agriculture,  Industry, 
trade  and  finance.    Proprietors  in  these  branches  would  be  enlisted  in  the  connon 
task  of  bringing  their  enterprises  and  themselves,  voluntarily,  on  the  basis  of 
their  own  self-interest.  Into  the  orbit  of  socialist  planning,  thus  completing  the 
abolition  of  class  exploitation. 

We  can  learn  much  from  the  matured  socialist  societies,  which  wiU  have 
solved  many  problems  of  social  reconstruction  and  planning  of  the  kind  that  would 
confront  the  United  States.    Our  own  progress  would  be  greatly  accelerated  by  the 
free  and  full  Interchange  of  science  and  technique.    Using  our  social  surplus  to 
aid  those  countries  which  had  been  victimized  by  U.S.  monopoly  and  IraFexlallem,  our 
energence  as  a  socialist  power  could  well  Inaugurate  a  new  period  of  global  progress. 

The  substance  of  government  power  would  be  the  leading  role  of  the  working 
class,  ruling  together  with  its  people's  allies.    It  would,  in  fact  be  a  government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people --the  aspiration  of  the  comnon  folk 
from  the  very  beginning  of  our  nation.    We  would  realize  the  essence  of  socialist 
democracy.    In  place  of  the  wealthy  and  privileged,  the  working  peoplewould  take 
over  the  running  of  society,  actively  participating  in  the  work  of  planning  and 
administration  at  all  levels  of  the  economy  and  of  government.    The  trade  unions 
would  participate  directly  in  the  management  of  industry,  in  planning  production, 
in  setting  the  norms  of  work.  In  assuring  proper  wegee,  working  conditions, housing 
and  health--  in  a  word,  in  translating  every  advance  in  productivity  into  better 
conditions  for  the  people. 

The  Ideology  and  practices  of  racism  are  totally  Incompatible  with  eociallsm. 
Full  and  equal  representation  of  the  Negro  people  at  all  levels  of  govemnont  and 
economic  management  will    guarantee  that  all  forms  of  discrimination  would  he  com- 
batted  and  eradicated.    The  lag  In  the  conditions  cf  the  Hegro  people  and  other 
ethnic  groups,  inherited  from  capitalism,  would  be  overcono,  establishing  oiual 
economic  conditions  as  the  base  for  complete  social  and  political  equality.    As  a 
first  principle,  a  socialist  United  States  would  eliminate  exploitation  or  repres- 
SI09,  In  whatever  form,  of  other  natlon8--a  decisive  blow  at  the  Ideas  of  rRce  or 
national  superiority  spread  by  Imperialism. 

The  form  of  the  political  system  will  be  determined  to  a  large  measure  by 
the  struggles  during  the  period  preceding  socialism  and  by  the  changes  wrought  In 
the  process.  There  is  nothing  in  socialist  principles  that  would  prevent  th*  new 
order  from  taking  over  our  traditional  form  of  government  and  transforming  It  to 
serve  the  needs  of  socialist  society.  Our  present  Constitution,  with  appropriate 
amendments,  may  suffice;  or  the  people  may  prefer  to  write  a  new  Constitution. 

A  socialist  political  system  will  take  over  those  democratic  guarantees 
that  have  proved  their  worth--like  Habeas  Corpus,  trial  by  Jury,  tne  Bill  of  Rights, 
labor'srlght  to  organize  and  strike,  freedom  of  religious  conscience,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  equality  regardless  of  race,  religion  or  sex. 
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The  transition  to  aoclallem  will  stimulate  a  great  IdBologlcal  and  cultural 
revolution,  arising  from  the  needs  of  the  new  society  and  sustained  by  effective 
government  aid.    Education,  science,  the  arts  will  not  have  to  go  begging  for  sus- 
tenance.   It  will  be  possible  for  all,  without  exception,  to  educate  their  children, 
at  state  expense  and  with  the  aid  of  living  allowances,  from  nursery  to  university. 
Adult  education  can  nake  up  for  years  of  neglect  and  lack  of  opportunity.  Movies, 
radio  and  television  can  In  truth  becone  the  mae  media  of  culture  and  education. 
Enthused  by  the  prospects  opening  before  them,  saved  from  the  moral  decay  and  stag- 
nation of  capitalism,  our  youth  will  blossom  In  the  new  environment  of  grewth,  op- 
ening new  frontiers  of  science  and  learning. 

With  the  Initial  stage  of  socialism,  we  will  have  won  the  decisive  ground 
for  the  greatest  upsurge  of  our  productive  and  creative  forces.  We  will  proceed 
to  communism,  the  higher  stage  of  socialism.  Then,  as  Man  said,  together  with 
the  all-round  development  of  the  Individual,  the  productive  forces  also  will  grow, 
and  all  the  sources  of ,eoclal  wealth  will  flow  more  abundantly,  and  such  plenty 
will  prevail  that  the  United  States  will  bo  able  to  Inscribe  on  its  banner:  'Trom 
each  according  to  his  ability,  to  each  according  to  his  need." 

Such  is  the  glowing  socialist  potential  of  our  country.  Present  struggles 
of  the  people  for  peace,  democracy  and  economic  security  will  determine  our  road. 
The  essential  thing  is  to  assure  active  peaceful  coexistence  during  the  entire 
period,  and  the  best  way  to  do  so  is  to  keep  open  the  democratic  way  to  progrosB 
and  a  better  life.  Thus  will  the  American  people  themselves  create  their  road  to 
socialism. 


#  ### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  14 
RBSQUTTIOII  (XI  COBA 

Cuba's  military  coni»nder-ln-chief  wamod  bia  peopls  this  veak,  on  r>jj<^ni  7, 
that  the  nation  nay  be  Invaded  by  the  arned  oerceiMrles  of  Mctator  Trujlllo,  ot 
San  Domingo,  before  January  1.    The  world  hae  already  been  told  about  the  fire 
thousand  cutthroate  from  the  Nazi  army  and  the  Franco  faaclate,  vho  were  being 
trained  to  neikB  the  Invasion.    Thus,  Cuba  --  the  country  vhere  the  revolutloo 
against  Imperialism  In  Latin  Amorlca  hao  roRohnd  t.hn  hlo^^u^-  v«»l"«  i"  YiiM*.orj  -- 
Is  In  great  and  Inosdlate  danger. 

This  poses  an  InnBdlate  rosponelblllty  of  utmost  historic  gravity  before  the 
American  people,  and  Its  most  decisive  sectors.  Labor,  the  Hegro  18  million,  all 
honest  democrats  and  progressives  who  want  to  see  a  nation  achieve  sovereignty, 
Independence,  economic  and  political  advance.    The  Issue  Is  one  that  must  be  at 
the  very  top  of  the  agenda  for  Conmunlsts  In  the  United  States. 

Not  only  Is  revolutionary  Cuba  threatened  by  military  invostlon.  It  is  subject 
today  to  the  combined  onslaught  of  powerful  forces  nonlpulated  by  American  loperl- 
allst  Interests  who  dread  the  remarkable  advances  being  made    by  the  new  govemnBnt. 
Capitalist  newopopero.  State  Departnent  officials,  television,  radio,  the  conblnod 
agents  of  ei-Dlctator  Batista  as  well  as  Dictator  Trujlllo  --  all  have  Joined  forces 
to  defame,  libel,  ooaar,  and  Injure  In  every  conceivable  way       economically,  pol- 
itically, militarily  --  that  country  whose  advances  are  regarded  as  sacred  by  the 
200  mllll^n  Inhabitants  of  Latin  America,  as  well  as  by  the  vast  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  world        In  the  colonial  and  senl -colonial  world,  the  socialist  nn- 
tl^nD ,  and  all  enlightened  nanklnd  everywhere . 

Imperialism  fears  that  the  new  Cuba  will  succeed.    It  sees  that  mlty  of  oil 
revolutionary  forces  within  Cuba  has  been  strengthened  this  year  since  the  hoete 
of  freedom  forced  Batista  to  flee  Just  over  a  year  ago  the  end  of  this  Dontb— 
December  31.    He  and  those  he  represents  hope  to  caakB  their  coneback  on  the  amilv- 
ereary.    They  want  to  nake  it  before  that  unity  —  which  cements  all  genuine  revo- 
lutionary forces  In  the  lsland--nakes  such  advances  that  the  forces  of  reaction 
can  never  again  possibly  win  the  day. 

Advances  are  being  nfide,  first  of  all.  In  the  countryside.    The  land  Befom 
Is  moving  ahead  at  a  cBgnlflcent  rate.    Peasants  are  getting  land.    Fame  appropri- 
ated by  the  govemnant  from  Batista  hirelings  are  being  run  as  cooperatives,  laro- 
ers  are  not  only  getting  Innd  from  the  new  govomnent,  but  also  farm  Implements, 
farm  Inctructlon,  substantial  credits.    Cement  homee  are  going  up  to  replace  the 
age-old,  rickety  bohios,  tie  otraw-thatched  one-roon  huts.    Schools  are  being 
built  everywhere  to  wipe  -ut  the  more  than  50^1  Illiteracy. 

Similarly  In  the  cltieo,  among  the  working  people.    Bents  have  been  cut  by 
50  i  everywhere.    Electric  rates  have  been  reduced  drastically  by  inter^nlng  In 
the  enterprioeo  of  the  big  Wall  Street  corporation.  Electric  Bond  and  Shore; 
telephone  rates,  for  example,  were  cut  50  *  from  a  dire  to  a  nickel. 

It  ie  also  neceeeary  to  note  that  trade-union  democracy  has  been  strengthened 
greatly  by  ousting  the  labor-dictator  Mujal  who  fled  with  Batista,  even  though  be 
hod  had  the  beleslngs  ->f  GRIT,  the  Regional  inter-Anerlccn  workers  organization. 
The  State  Dept.  InetrurBnt  to  work  among  the  Latin  Amsrlcan  workers  which  never 
found  It  necessary  to  declare  one  wrd  of  criticlsn  against  big  bestial  acta,  this 
Mujal  whon  Cuban  labor  calls  the  "chivato"  the  etoolplgeon  --  because  he  turned 
over  any  unioniot  Batista  wanted  to  the  dictator's  Gestapo  for  torture  or  death. 

The  tenth  Congress  of  the  Cuban  Labor  Moverent,  the  CTC,  saw  further  labor 
advances  when  the  moot  powerful  nujalista  elements  were  ousted  from  office  and 
influence;  when  the  two  nlllion  ctrong  confederation  voted  to  break  ties  with  ORIT, 
which  they  branded  as  a  tool  of  the  State  Department  and  reactionary  Leaders  here 
In  the  USA. 

The  people  of  the  DSA  can  learn  much  from  Cuba's  democracy.    The  new  govern- 
ment, in  enunciating  Its  set  of  principles  a  year  ago,  placed  the  ellmlnotlon  of 
racion  as  one  of  the  mjor  Innedlate  objectives.    The  advances  in  this  decisive 
field  can  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  Cuba's  head  of  the  army  today  is  a  Negro;  the 
head  of  the  airforce  is  a  Negro;  the  head  of  the  military  forces  of  Orlenta,  the 
prlncllal  province,  where  a  third  of  Cuba  lives,  is  a  Negro.    Consider  the  advance 
here  in  the  USA  the  same  c^uld  be  said  of  us.    No  wonder  the  press  has  clanped  a 
conspiracy  of  silence  upon  such  advances;  and  instead,  has  embarked  on  a  scear 
campaign  of  unprecedented  proportions. 
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The  Onlted  States  la  the  nost  powrful  ImpetlallBt  o^^lntr7  In  the  vorld. 

The  Inperlallat  forces  that  exploit  and  opprese  the  Cuban  people  ond  the  rest 
of  the  lAtln  Aoerloan  nations  are  the  sooa  monopollets  that  exploit  the  vorksrs  of 
the  United  States. 

This  fact  places  upon  the  workers  and  progressive  forces  of  the  United  States 
the  responsibility  of  developing  solidarity  with  and  aid  to  the  embattled  people  of 
Cuba  and  the  other  nations  of  Latin  Anerlca. 

One  hundred  years  of  struggle  by  the  Cubem  people  against  Spanish  and  U.S. 
Inperlallsn  resulted  In  very  little  freedom  for  the  Cuban  nation  until  the  dam- 
cratlc -popular  antl-lnperlallst  revolution  led  by  Fidel  Castro  and  the  26th  of  July 
noTOEBnt  and  aupported  by  95  percent  of  the  Cuban  people  Including  the  Popular 
Socialist  Party  brought  Into  existence  a  genuine  liberation  noveoent  for  the  first 
tins,  free  from  corruption  and  determined  not  to  oonpronise  with  the  aiin  eneny  of 
the  Cuban  nation:    Arerlcan  imperialism.    That  is  why  Anerican  inperialien  is  force- 
fully resisting  every  step  taken  by  the  Castro  govemnsnt. 

Whether  through  diplomatic  channels  such  as  the  recent  State  Departnsnt  state- 
Mnt  protesting  against  Cuba's  anti-ADerloanlsm,  or  by  direct  amsd  attack  from 
airplanes  based  in  Miami,  Florida,  U.S.  imperialism  la  using  every  oaans  to  under- 
mine Cuba's  progress  toward  complete  freedom  from  U.S.  imperialism. 

The  people  of  the  U.S.  and  especially  the  working  class  have  much  in  comon 
with  the  Cuban  llberotlon  movement.    Cuba  Is  fighting  for  her  sovereignty  and 
freedom  from  foreign  intervention  as  did  the  Anerican  pe-'ple  in  the  course  of  their 
revolution  of  1776. 

Moreover,  the  working  class  of  the  U.S.  today  has  a  big  stake  in  solidarity 
with  the  Cuban  workers.    The  workers  of  Cuba  harbor  no  illuaione  as  to  who  is  their 
real  enemy.    When  they  cry  "Down  with  Yankee  inperlallsn,"  they  are  resisting  the 
sane  monopolists  who  are  the  bitterest  exploiters  -•f  Arerican  labor. 

Cubans  emigrating  to  the  U.S.  have  set  high  standards  of  militancy  and  courage 
in  trade  union  struggles, 

WE  THEHEFOHE  PROPOSE  TO: 

1,    Mobilize  U.  S.  public  opinion  and  try  to  organize  support,  especially  In  the 
trade  unions,  for  the  Cuban  people. 

a.  To  answer  the  lies  and  olanders  being  spread  by  imperialist  circles 
about  Cuba  and  its  new  government,  through  The  Worker,  leaflets,  oeet- 
ings,  and  forums,  wherever  possible. 

b.  To  encourage  sending  telegrams  of  greetings  from  trade  unions  t?  their 
opposite  numbers  In  Cuba  on  appropriate  occasions. 

c.  To  help  orgcnize  assistance  to  Cuban  workers'  fanlliee  --  n-mey, 
clothing  ,  bl^od  donations. 

d.  To  organize  help  fir  Cuba's  school  children  --  contribute  poper, 
pencils,  recording  machines,  etc. 

2.  Develop  continuous  activity,  not  Just  sporadic  actions.  In  support  of  Cuba. 
Keep  supplying  facts  of  background  on  the  latest  developnente  and  outlook  of  Cuba. 

3.  Build  Friendship  Organizations  Involving  non-Cuban  people  with  the  specific 
and  main  slogan  and  actions  of  "Hands  off  Cuba." 

Send  delegations  to  Cuba  for  trade  union  and  cultural  exchanges. 

5.  Popularize  Cuba  as  an  ideal  vacation  spot  and  thus  help  build  up  the  tourist 
trade  of  a  free  Cuba. 

6.  We  shall  strive  to  arouse  our  people  to  combat  any  reactionary  move  to  wreck 
the  Cuban  sugar  quota  and  other  measures  directed  to  weakening  Cuban  econony. 

7.  Wd  call  on  progressive  Americans  to  protest  the  unwarranted  action  of  steam- 
ship companies  trying  to  destroy  Cuban  tourist  trade. 

For  all  these  reasons,  this  convention  must  see  a  great  emphasis  put  on  the 
entire  question  of  Cuba  and  Latin  Amsrica. 

#  #  # 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  15 

THE  WORKEB 

As  favorable  as  are  ti-e  objective  conditions  for  the  euccessful  realliatlon 
of  the  declelone  of  the  17th  Convention  of  the  Communist  Party,  these  historic 
goals  vlll  not  be  reached  without  the  building  of  The  Worker  Into  a  popular.iaisB, 
ManlBt-Lenlnlat  press  which  has  gained  the  confidence  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
Labor,  the  Negro  people  and  other  minority  groups. 

The  Editorial  Board  and  Staff  of  The  Worker  are  conscious  of  the  need  to 
strengthen,  improve  The  Worker  politically,  In  coverage,  In  analysis,  as  well  as 
to  make  Its  style  more  popular.    A  recent  all-day  critical  review  of  The  Worhsr 
In  whioh  Comrades  Hathaway  and  Kushner  participated  with  ths  Staff  and  repreMiit- 
atlves  of  the  National  Committee  and  the  New  Tork  State  Cosnlttoe,  decided  on  • 
number  of  measures  towards  this  end. 

In  this  direction  we  also  greet  the  agreement  reached  by  The  Wortor  and  the 
Mldwoat  comrades  to  publish  a  Midwest  'Edition  beginning  May  1,  I96O. 

rhe  sntl -monopoly  movement,  the  peaoe  forces  of  Aoerloa,  the  Negro  Liberation 
movement,  organized  and  unorgaclzod  labor,  the  national  alnoritles  of  our  country, 
those  forces  fighting  for  the  peaceful  co-fxlstonce  of  countries  with  divergent 
social  outlooks  will  find  in  The  Worker  a  dedicated  supporter  of  all  for  which 
they  light  and  a  press  that  Interprets  events  froo  a  MLrxlst-Lsnlnlst  position  and 
in  the  Interests  of  a  socialist  society  In  the  U3A. 

The  l^rker  has  been  seriously  affected  In  terms  of  Its  circulation  end  Its 
financial  supporters  by  the  critical  struggles  through  which  the  progressive  forces 
of  Ansrlca  fought  against  the  Intrigues  and  antl-Constitutlonal  hysteria  proroksd 
by  the  McCarthyites  and  directed  In  the  i»ln  against  the  Communist  Party.    It  has 
been  seriously  weakened  by  the  inner  struggles  of  the  Coimunist  Party. 

But  despite  these  blows,  despite  weaknesses  associated  with  the  production  of 
The  Worker  In  its  content  or  manageiiBnt  The  Worker  stands  today  as  one  of  the 
ideological  bulwarks  against  the  attempts  of  the  metropolitan  porvss  of  monopoly 
to  win  the  minds  of  the  American  people  for  its  war  ecooowy.  _. 

The  building  of  The  Worker  Is  not  for  Connunlsts  Just  another  of  its  several 
tasks.  The  building  of  The  Worker,  strengthening  the  financial  base  and  support 
of  The  Worker,  giving  fundamental  aid  to  those  who  seek  to  restore  the  Daily  Worker 
becoDSS  that  task  without  the  successful  achleveoent  of  which  the  •ntablishoBnt 
of  a  powerful  peace  movement,  an  invincible  labor  and  Negro  liberation  movement 
is  impossible. 

Therefore,  the  17th  Convention  of  our  Party  Instructs  the  incoming  National 
Coianittoe  to  make  the  building  of  The  Worker  a  responsibility  to  be  assumed  by 
the  Party  as  a  whole  and  by  every  Individual  member  of  the  Party. 

In  aeeuming  this  great  responsibility  this  Convention  believes  that  the 
Rational  Committee  should  place  a  najor  political  duty  upon  all  Party  loaders 
to  give  guidance  and  specific  attention  to  the  building  of  Worker  circulation. 

The  Worker  can  and  must  be  carried  to  the  An»rican  peopl*. 

This  Convention  believes  that  promises  and  preparations  should  be  made 
early  for  financial  aid  to  The  Worker's  i960  financial  campaign. 

This  Convention  proposes  to  the  Incoming  National  Comnlttee  to  organize  a 
financial  campaign  for  support  of  The  Worker  for  $75,000  or  more  which  will  begin 
on  the  36th  anniversary  of  The  Worker,  January  13,  and  end  on  or  before  the  list 
of  May. 

The  present  circulation  of  The  Worker  is  between  13  and  ll*  thousand.  This 
Convention  believes  that  that  circulation  can  be  successfully  raised  to  20,000 
within  the  year  i960. 

It  therefore  instructs  the  incoming  National  Committee  to  create  a  standing 
Worker  Builders  Committee  which  will  Immediately  formulate  a  circulation  campaign 
to  begin  together  with  the  financial  campaign. 

It  is  otrvlous  that  conditions  do  not  permit  uniform  reeponsltillties .  But 
this  Convention  believes  that  no  District  of  the  Party  should  be  without  a  press 
director. 

We  believe  that  the  greatest  possible  coordination  8>3uld  exist  between  tho»o 
i«apoa6lble  for  the  building  of  The  Worker  and  those  responsible  for  Its  produc- 
tion. 
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Everywhere  efforts  must  be  iBBde  to  help  create  Build  the  Proea  Coasnltteee, 
or  Volunteers  for  the  Worker,  or  what  have  you. 

While  The  Worker  la  not  the  official  Voice  of  our  Party,  we  hereby  declare 
Its  building  Indispensable  to  the  building  of  the  Connunlst  Party  and  the  misj 
movements  seeking  to  create  a  security  and  peaceful  life  to  the  American  peoi^e, 


### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  16 

FABH  HBSOLOTICW 

Tbe  political  assault  against  the  labor  mo'««aent  Is  paralleled  by  an  attack  on 
the  existence  ana  living  standards  of  sbbII  and  middle  fantors.    These  attacks  also 
aim  to  split  the  natural  alliance  of  labor  and  snail  and  middle  fanners  and  pit 
these  two  classes  against  each  other.    Farmers  are  fed  the  false  propaganda  that 
labor  causes  Inflation;  while  labor  Is  falsely  told  that  farmers  and  their  legis- 
lative programs  cause  high  food  prices. 

The  cold  war  years  distorted  the  channels  of  world  trade  and  shut  off  American 
farm  products  from  sale  abroad,  and  substituted  the  products  of  the  armaosnt  fact- 
ories for  the  products  of  our  harvests. 

Big  agriculture  pays;  middle-size  and  small  agriculture  Is  being  dealt  heavy 
blows.    In  the  South  the  shift  from  cotton  to  livestock,  and  toward  Increaaod 
mechanization.  Is  creating  an  upheaval  In  the  lives  of  large  lAssee  of  Negro 

tillers. 

Middle  famers  are  being  eliminated  as  well  as  the  so-called  "inefficient" 
small  farmers.    The  hands  of  the  banks,  processing  monopolies  and  feed  trusts 
are  taking  a  tighter  grasp  on  agricultural  production,  especially  through  vertical 
Integration. 

During  the  past  decade  one  million  farm  families  and  five  million  persons  have 
been  eliminated  from  agriculture.    One -third  of  the  farmers'  Income  Is  from  off- 
farm  wages  and  salaries.    And  by  the  end  of  thla  year.  It  Is  estimated,  net  farm 
Income  will  have  fallen  two  billion  dollars  from  what  it  was  In  1958,  and  for  next 
year  an  additional  drop  of  one  billion  Is  forecast  by  the  Dept.  of  Agriculture. 

Meanwhile  we  continue  to  produce  "surpluses"  while  millions  of  Amsrlcans  are 
underfed  and  hundreds  of  millions  throughout  the  world  hunger. 

The  Administration  knows  only  one  answer:  cut  the  "surplus"  by  cutting  out 
farmers.  In  thie  It  has  the  eupport  of  the  big  farmers  who  hope  to  take  over 
what  the  family  farmers  must  sacrifice. 

As  Communists  our  answer  to  the  major  problems  outlined  above  must  always 
have  a  class  approach  of  favoring  smaller  farmers  against  their  class  enemy  In 
the  countryside  —  the  big  farms;  and  Includes  the  following: 

1.  A  i»ln  advantage  of  big  farmers  Is  the  vast  profits  they  sweat  out  of  the 
terribly  underpaid  and  exploited  farm  workers.    The  organization  of  effective 
unions  among  farm  workers  would  be  a  major  help  to  small  and  middle  farmers.  The 
initial  steps  already  taken  by  the  ATL-CIO  deserve  all-out  support. 

2.  The  method  of  farm  price  protection  must  be  changed  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  farm  programs  and  discourage  all-out  production  by  big  fannsrs.    Farm  produce 
should  sell  on  the  open  market,  and  prices  under  parity  should  be  supplemented  by 
deficiency  payments  on  only  that  amount  of  production  per  farm  that  will  sustain 
a  family-size  farmer. 

3.  We  oppose  crop  curtallmsnt  but  where  there  Is  reduction  It  must  be  Im- 
posed entirely  on  the  big  farmers, 

h.    The  Communist  Party  urges  full  participation  of  its  members  In  every 
etriiggle  to  maintain  small  and  middle  farmers  on  their  farms.  Including  support 
of  legislative  programs  for  low-interest  credit,  soil  conservation,  crop  Insur- 
ance, Federal  aid  to  education  and  other  demands  of  small  farmers. 

5.  We  favor  the  enactment  of  a  national  food  stamp  plan  that  will  supplement 
the  starvation  wages  imposed  on  millions  of  Americans,  and  that  will  provide  ade- 
quate food  and  clothing  to  the  millions  In  depressed  areas.  Such  a  program  would 
be  of  direct  help  to  both  labor  and  farTiiers. 

6.  The  world,  too,  needs  a  food  stamp  plan.    Let  us  subsidize  the  shlpnent 
of  food  Instead  of  hardware  for  destruction. 

7.  Agriculture  in  the  South  has  special  complex  problems  tied  up  with  the 
fight  for  democracy  In  the  South.    Some  of  these  special  problems  are  dealt  with 
In  the  Negro  resolution. 
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PEHSPECTIVBS 


Our  neglect  of  the  farm  queetlon  Is  a  serious  woakneas  In  our  practical  act- 
ivity, and  reproaente  a  big  gap  In  our  efforts  to  apply  Marxlsm-Lenlnlen  to  the 
tasks  ahead. 

In  particular,  this  defect  in  our  theoretical  understanding  threatens  serious 
consequences  for  our  electoral  activities  for  i960.   An  essential  component  of 
the  i960  electoral  caopalgn  Is  the  coordination  of  famer,  labor  and  Negro  ef- 
forts, enlarging  to  the  national  arena  the  splendid  1958  state  canpalgns  against 
right  to  work  laws. 

The  coBBon  Interests  of  the  farmers,  wortors  and  Negroes  requires  an  offens- 
ive against  the  Clxlecnts.    It  Is  the  Dlzleorate  who  are  the  gun  runners  for  the 
offensive  against  the  labor  movement.    It  is  ths  Dlxlecrats  who  block  the  deno- 
oratle  advance  of  the  Ifegro  people.    It  Is  the  Dlxlecrats  who  defend  the  inter- 
ests of  big  fbmsre  and  plantatlm  owners. 

Tarm  state  liberal  Congressmen  trade  with  the  Dlxlecrats  to  help  pass  farm 
legislation.  Deals  are  imde  whereby  the  Dlxlecrats  trade  their  votes  on  faro 
laws  for  support  of  antl-unlon  and  antl-clvll  rights  positions.  The  Dlxlecrats 
must  be  Isolated  In  national  politics  and  than  totally  eliminated.  This  can 
only  be  dons  by  a  farm-labor-Regro  coalition  that  understands  and  supports  oos 
another's  basic  needs;  emd  develops  urbem  support  In  the  North  and  Wast  for  ad- 
equate farm  leglslatloa. 

The  17th  Convention  should  spark  serious  turn  toward  Implementing  the  basic 
Narzlst-Lsnlnlst  principle  —  the  alliance  of  famsre  and  workers.  The  first 
xoqulslte  for  achieving  this  turn  must  taka  the  form  of  every  District  leader- 
eblp  adopting  measures  to  guarantee  that  especially  the  trade  union  cadre  of  our 
Party  beconss  conscious  of  their  responsibility  to  win  the  tx«de  unloD  Dovensnt 
for  a  full  understanding  of  the  stake  that  labor  has  In  lending  the  fullest  sup- 
port to  the  pressing  needs  of  the  family  farmers  and  In  the  labor-fam  alliance. 

Secondly:    It  should  taks  the  form  tonrd  the  full  participation  of  all  fan 
eomndes  In  their  farm  organtatlona,  seeking  to  direct  the  attention  of  their 
fisllcw  farmars  toward  mora  conslatent  and  purposeful  activity  to  save  the  family 
fUasrs  from  extinction,  to  establish  bonds  with  the  city  working  class,  and  to 
advmnoe  the  program  of  the  party  on  the  peace,  civil  rights,  civil  liberties, 
•ad  trade  onion  fronts. 

Sie  Party  ftivors  the  laaedlate  prepaiatloo  of  pamphlets  and  llteiature  which 
will  (1)  provide  a  survey  of  the  existing  farm  situation  to  the  broadest  nasses 
of  farmsrs,  workers  and  middle  class  people,  (2)  naks  kncwn  the  party's  position 
on  the  critical  issues  facing  the  farmers,  and  on  th*  sethods  of  their  solution. 

The  national  exaoutlvs  caaalttee  should  be  directed  to  establish  a  function- 
ing ftara  comlsslon  to  Include  a  member  of  the  NBC,  and  to  establish  regional 
farm  oooilsslons  under  the  regional  eubcomlttees  of  the  party.    The  political 
perspeotlveswhiob  haw  been  outlined  In  our  national  diaft  resolution  and  In 
Comrade  Hall's  apeeoh,  and  In  this  resolution,  will  only  become  effective  if 
•erlous  organltatlooal  steps  are  undertaken. 


#### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  17 

HESOLOTIOM  OH  IBE  TTCKK  AMD  SUiVUS  CP  TOEH 

Iq  order  to  aohloro  tho  fuLfillment  »f  the  goal  and  Ideals  act  for  our  ftrty 
■sd  the  people's  morvement  -  in  this  Convention  -  for  peaoe,  soourity,  olvll  rightB, 
tho  future  of  our  youth,  political  toIob  and  the  strength  of  our  working  olaaa  p«rty 
-  ws  must  understand  and  seek  the  full  participation  of  vianen, 

TTcmen  are  already  in  motion  fighting  back  against  oxploltation  and  disorinina- 
tion  in  the  hone,  in  tho  shops,  on  the  farms, ...and  against  the  bars  from  full  par* 
tloipation  in  the  eoonomio,  social,  cultural  and  political  life  of  the  country. 

Hlnety  percent  of  the  wjmen  ere  housertTesj  S6?5  of  all  viomen  also  hold  Jobs 
outside  the  hone.    Their  unpaid  labor  as  housenives  and  underj*  id  labor  a*  wrkars 
•re  the  source    of  superpriflts  to  b  Ig  buslnesic. 

Of  the  E2  million  waaen  nho  work,  only  3  to  l/Z  million  are  organised.  Thalr 
average  tmge  is  6O5!  of  men's  nages.    They  are  forced  Into  the  lowest  grade  Jobs, 
and  hav  e  fen  opportunities  for  upgrading.    Negro  women  workers  are  subject  to  extra 
exploitation.    Iheir  average  wage  is  l/Z  that  of  white  women;  62%  of  their  Jobs  are 
limited  to  domestic  and  service  work.  These  degrading  oondltions  and  barriers  to  bet- 
vorklng  oondltions  affeot  the  vnrklag  standards  of  all  workers.    Unless  the  trade 

Hot  only  is  it  necessary  to  oreanlie  the  unorganiied  and  extend  minimum  wage 
benefits,  but  i»  is  necessary  to  undertake  a  special  campaign  to  ^lpe  out  the  p.y 
differentials,  upgrade  wcnen  norkers  and  open  the  doors  of  Job  opportunities. 

Puerto  liioan  and  iiexloanWlmerioan  women  are  also  a  t  the  lowest  nmg  of  the  Job 
and  pay  ladder  in  light  manufacturing  Industries  and  agriculture. 

Uothers,  wives  and  swaethearts,  long  the  silent  viotlas  of  nar,  are  the  vool- 
feroua  fighters  for  peaoe. 

The  family  tax  payments  have  gone  to  pay  off  the  superprofits  of  big  buslaeas 
in  the  war  budget,  at  the  expense  of  decant  housing,  adiools,  health,  reoreatianal 
facilities,  and  a  full  program  for  our  youth. 

The  oold  war  has  been  the  biggest  thief  In  the  lives  of  our  children.  War 
psychology  has  put  the  stamp  of  approval  on  force  and  violence  -  war  scares  h*T* 
nftde  tbem  unsure  of  their  future. 

Women  oan  take  a  war  budget  and  turn  it  Into  a  peaoe  budget. 

Jennie  Higgins,  coBimjnlty  vorker,  oan  help  convert  bombers  into  sohools, 
houses  and  a  deoent  life. 

Negro,  Puerto  Rioan  and  lisxloan-.uoerican  women  face  the  ghetto  problems  of 
smaller  then  average  pay  checks  to  meet  exhorbitant  trices  and  rents,  the  worst 
housing  and  school  conditions,  racist  attacks  upon  t hemselves  and  their  families  ad 
are  in  oonstant  battlelth  the  slum  atmosphere  of  dirt,  disease  and  deterioration. 

This  is  the  ipraadlng  apidemlo  that  infects  our  nhole  sooiety.  ~hite  loaeB 
and  Boolety  as  a  whole,  in  their  ocm  Interest,  nuat  undertaka  oonorete  plans  to 

A  more  effecrtive  program  for  progress  oan  be  carried  out  by  encouraging  and  us- 
ing the  poner  of  women  as  a  political  force  in  the  I960  elections.    We  must  help 
bring  into  action  the  vote  of  the  Degro  and  poor  vhite  nanon  in  the  South;  the 
IVierto  Rioan  and  Hexican-Amerioan  women's  right  to  register  in  Spanish,  and  all 
women's  right  to  political  participation  and  representation. 

The  main  barrier  to  understanding  the  status  and  needs  of  wonen  is  the  conoept 
of  the"weab-kneed,  weak-minded,  unstable  Tiaman.2  Big  Business  uses  male  supremacy 
as  a  iDsans  of  carrying  out  this  concept,  in  order  to  guarantee  its  super-profits 
from  this  whole  group  of  underpaid  workers. 

Women  in  our  country  are  highly  organired  in  social,  civic,  church,  religious, 
political,  professional,  business  ooiammity,  historical  and  auxiliary  organita- 
tions.    Uost  of  these  organizations  have  programs  for  peaoe,  olvll  rights,  economic 
seourity,  civil  libertiea,  youth  problems  and  womens'  rights. 

United  actions  among  woman's  organizations  on  the  above  issues  can  be  a  porier- 
ful  force  in  support  of  the  Ansrican  working  class  aid  the  peoples  movements,... 
an  integral  and  neoessary  part  of  an  anti-monopoly  coalition. 


The  Party  has  long  reoo;^ized  the  special  exploitation  of  nonen...  their  sta- 
tus, special  needs  and  the  value  of  enlisting  their  vigorous  fight  back  in  behalf 
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of  tha  Korking  olaaa  and  broad  peoples  movement.  ..JBut  this  attention  baa  been 
uneven  Inconsistent....  and  of  late...  not  at  all  |  Iherefore  we  propose  to 
this  oonventiont 

I«     Ibe  consciousness  of  the  status  of  ytowen,  the  rights  of  nomsn.  and  the  role  of 
Ttcmsn  should  be  dram  lllce  a  thread  through  every  aspect  of  Party  lorlc. 

Z,     Set  up  a  National  ITaBsn's  Camlssion  vrith  all  deliberate  speed. .. .ak  o  oomils- 
■ions  in  the  Districts  wherever  possible. 

S*     Xh«  I^rty  has  the  task  of  putting  forrard  a  program  that  will  bring  fortha  all 
nones  in  wrlc  and  leadership...  nith  special  attention  to  the  problena  of 
Hegro,  Puerto  Kioan,  anl  Mexican-American  and  Indian  Kcoen. 

4*     And  ideological  and  popular  program  to  understand  the  souros  of  dlsorLmlnatlon 
against  Koasn. 

S«     A  program  to  understand  and  popularize  the  role  of  '^omsn  under  Sooiallsn. 

6>     Conferences  mi  diaoussions  to  develop  local,  end  national  program  of  work  and 
status  of  Kcaen. 


Uaroh  8,  1960,  the  whole  inorld  mill  celebrate  the  50th  Anniversary  of  Int» na- 
tional "TaBien*s  Day  ..^om  in  the  USA.  ..  ITe  can  take  this  occasion  to  renew  ties 
with  the  International  women's  movements,    "o  will  also  celebrate  the  40th  Annlvop- 
sary  of  the  Tiomen'e  ri^t  to  vote,   TTeask  everyone  to  help  us  make  these  celebra- 
tions a  big  leap  forward  in  recognizing  the  role  and  poner  or  nomen's  activities  and 
organizations,...  the  tremendous  value  and  impact  it  a  united  women's  movement... 
and  a  program  for  the  rights  of  wcmsn  that  will  encourage  them  to  add  their  militajit 
fight-back  with  the  peoples  movement  against  the  ocmmoti  enei^...  monopoly  capital... 
for  a  peaceful  world,  economic  well-being  ...  e^lity...  and  soon  the  goal  of 
Socialism. 
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RESOLOTION  OS  THE  lOOTil  QDBSTIOB 


Ae  tile  Anerlcan  people  enter  a  decade  of  oharp  struggle  for  peace,  democracy 
ana  security,  AiBrlean  youth  are  ehowlng  powerful  beglnnlnge  of  a  new  upsurge . 
Coning  out  of  a  period  In  which  youth  felt  the  greatest  Impact  of  McCarthyisn  and 
the  ooU  war,  In  which  the  drive  to  conformity  and  the  fear  of  speaking  out  weakened 
aad  In  eone  cases  destroyed  their  organizations  and  prevented  the  developmont  of  an 
experienced  leadershlp-.they  entered  the  new  period  with  a  nerch  of  26,000  on  Wash, 
tngtco  to  denand  lanBdiate  school  integration,  with  a  delegation  of  UOO  to  the  Vien- 
na World  Toutb  Festival,  with  widespread  eentlment  and  organization  among  students 
for  Faaee,  against  oooipulsory  nOTC,  for  exchange  with  the  socialist  countries, 
against  Ic^alty  oatha  for  federal  scholarships. 

Bvory  section  of  the  country  can  point  to  signs  of  the  upsurge.    One  area 
wporte  Its  local  loung  Democrats  treaking  with  their  long  dominating  adult  leader- 
ship and  entering  the  struggle  for  a  progressive  platform.    Another  reports  youth 
participation  In  the  fight  against  "Right-to-Work"  laws.    In  n»ny  others  the  Youth 
March  still  marches  forward  with  t«en-«ge  organizations  of  Begro  and  white,  contin- 
uing coBiiiittees,  and  other  varied  forme  which  represent  the  moat  widespread  youth 
activity.    Actions  of  support  for  strikers  in  food  collections  have  taken  place. 

And  the  youth  ere  coming  to  socialism  and  to  our  Party.    The  Sputniks  and  the 
Boclallst  peace  Initiative  have  a  profound  effect  on  the  youth,  reared  on  a  diet  of 
cold  war  and  Soviet  hating.    The  youth  nenberehip  of  our  Party  is  growing  faster 
than  any  other  aectlon,  multiplying  in  some  areas  as  ouch  as  ten-fold  in  the  past 

Oar  Party  youth,  feeling  the  need  to  advance  the  democratic  movements  of  youth, 
hav»-.«ltli  the  rest  of  the  Party—begiai  the  process  of  breaking  out  of  isolation  and 
oan  point  vlth  pride  to  aoocapllshsBnta  in  the  Touth  Itorcb  and  in  other  struggles . 

Oroap*  of  youth  Interested  in  Marziat  study  and  actico  have  appeared  in  a  nun- 
tar  of  cities  among  ooHsge  students,  teen-agers,  and  other  youth. 

But  this  new  upsurge  Is  still  evidenced  unevenly.  In  a  great  variety  of  forms, 
on  a  variety  of  issues  and  in  a  variety  of  geographical  areas.    The  task  before  us 
Is  to  help  bring  about  national  movemnts  around  specific  issues.    Today's  youth 
bave  been  deprived  of  organizational  experience,  and  lean  heavily  on  edult  support 
vfaleh  Is  not  always  forthcoming,  especially  where  it  Is  most  needed. 

Tonth,  particularly  Hegro,  Puerto  Hlcan  and  Hsxican-AnBrlcan  youth,  are  faced 
with  two  to  four  Important  formative  years  lost  to  the  draft.  Insecurity,  and  the 
lowest  pay,  with  limited  chances  for  advancement  on  the  Job,  and  a  lack  of  social, 
reoreational  and  athletic  facilities.  To  binder  the  youth  from  solving  thsir  prob- 
leme,  they  have  an  educational  system  characterized  by  overcrowded  jxiblic  schools, 
incapacitated  by  segregation  Forth  and  South,  trade  schools  which  cost  much  but 
teach  little,  deprived  of  sons  of  the  best  teachers  by  the  witchhunt,  and  offering 
curricula  designed  to  produce  an  anti-union,  anti-Conmuniet,  and  chauvinistic  pop- 


Monopoly's  answer  to  the  problems  and  challenge  of  youth  is  to  bend  them  to 
Its  own  ends.  It  shows  youth  a  world  of  moral  destitution,  brutal  culture  and  a 
fnture  of  dog-eat-dog  and  natlon-eat-natlon.  And  when  sons  youth  respond  to  this 
as  so-oallsd  Juvenile  delinquents,  monopoly  answers  with  an  iron  hand  for  them  and 
all  other  youth  with  cynical  police  brutality  for  the  working  class  and  minority 
young  people. 

The  greatest  responelbllity  for  answering  the  monopolies  lies  with  the  trade 
unices.    The  steel  workers  have  iesusd  a  pamphlet  on  trade  unionism  for  high  school 
students.    Some  locals  open  their  facilities  to  their  sons  and  daughters  and  to 
youth  In  the  coniminlty  for  education  in  trade  unionism.    Many  locals  and  soma 
Intematlooals  supported  the  Touth  Marches.    But  on  the  whole  there  is  a  lack  of 
Trade  Union  Initiative  on  the  youth  question. 

Xocreaelngly,  adult  comaunlty  organizations  are  working  for  a  bright  future 
for  their  children.    PTA's  and  otharo  move  on  providing  adequate  school  facilities 
and  teacher's  salaries.    Conmunity  groups  try  and  provide  more  recreation.  Larger 
numbers  of  adults  undertake  to  sponsor  teen-age  social  and  sport  groups.  Some 
oven  try  to  provide  after-achool  Jobs  and  Job  training  In  church  facilities.  Some 
act  oD  JuvanilB  delinquency  through  often  not  in  a  very  effective  manner. 

The  importance  of  the  trade  unions  and  adult  community  organization  for  the 
winning  of  youth  for  democracy  and  peace  and  away  from  monopoly  necessitate  a  the 
Involvemsnt  of  the  Party  as  a  whole  on  the  youth  question.  Comrades  atlll  say  by 
tbelr  deeds  that  this  is  a  question  for  the  young  comrades  alone.    The  problems  and 
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outlook  of  today's  youth  wlU  not  autonfttloally  lea^  them  after  thslp  30th  birth, 
day,  but  viu  learo  their  narlc  for  their  entire  llree. 

The  significant  gains  of  the  Party  In  youth  msnjberBhlp  and  Influence  help 
guarantee  our  Party's  growth.    Truly  youth  represent  the  future  of  the  Party  and 
the  Party  Is  the  hearer  of  the  future  for  Amsrlcan  youth. 

PARTr  WORg  AMOHGST  YODTH 

The  Fhrty  la  the  vanguard  of  the  working  class  and,  therefore,  of  its  youth, 
as  well  as  of  non-working  claes  youth,  it  should  not,  and  does  not  delegate  its 
■vanguard  role  to  any  other  grcup  or  organization.  To  do  so  would  mean  to  set  up 
mow  than  one  center  of  Cenananlst  leaderehip,  more  than  one  Cotnnunlst  Party. 

To  work  amooget  youth  is  to  work  for  the  future.  The  present  generation  of 
youth,  led  by  the  working  class.  Is  the  guatnntee  for  success  In  the  struggle  for 
peaceful  co-existence.  They  are  also  our  party  of  the  lamdlate  future.  Without 
fuU  attention  to  their  needs  and  developBsnt,  the  Party  Jeopardizes  Its  own  ex- 
istence as  an  efreotlve  imnguard. 

Touth  work  shall  be  placed  next  to  labor  and  the  Negro  people's  ooTBUBnt  as 
oup  nBjor  areas  of  nass  work. 

First  attention  mast  be  paid  to  the  existing  mass  youth  mo'vemBnts  and  or^n- 
isatlona,  helping  to  build  them  based  on  their  own  progmM,  and  winning  then  for 
united  action  for  peace.  Integration,  support  for  labor,  and  political  action. 
Special  attention  should  be  paid  to  bringing  the  question  of  peace  to  all  groups, 
especially  to  working  class  youth.  Aid  should  be  extended  to  those  youth  who  are 
setting  up  local  youth  councils  for  peace,  friendship,  and  exchange. 

Many  more  adults  can  be  Involved  In  youth  vork  In  organizations  of  jarents, 
antl -delinquency  comlttees,  yotth  services  and  settlement  houses,  etc.    liese  are 
also  Important  areas  of  dbss  youth  work.    Conslderatlcn  of  their  own  youth  probleoe 
muat  become  the  concern  of  all  people's  organlzatlcms . 

Major  amongst  such  organizations  are  ths  trade  unions.    Organization  by  unions 
of  their  sons  and  dau^ters  would  be  of  Inestimable  value  to  both  tte  youth  and 
the  labor  movement.    The  solution  of  the  special  problems  of  working  and  unemployed 
youth  must  becoms  a  major  concern  of  the  trade  unions  theneelves. 

All  possible  enooupagemsnt  and  aid  shall  be  extended  on  a  local  basis  as  well 
as  on  a  national  scale  to  the  party  and  non-party  youth  in  their  efforts  to  set  op 
Marxist  youth  organizations,  growing  as  much  as  possible  out  of  ii*ee  relationships 

Encouragement  and  aid  should  be  extended  to  students  organizing  tfexxlst  dis- 
cussion clubs  and  other  such  groups  on  campuses. 

The  building  and  development  of  teen-age  groups  and  clubs  of  all  kinds  should 


The  education  and  youth  eoonleslons  should  prepare  a  special  educational 
program  for  the  training  of  party  youth  to  Include,  amongst  other  forms,  full  tine 
and  other  types  of  schools,  material  for  classes,  discussion  groups,  self -study, etc 

A  two-month  Ideological  campaign  throughout  the  whole  party,  beginning  MB«xh  1 
and  ending  on  May  Day,  on  the  youth  question,  should  be  organized.    The  purpose  of 
this  campaign  Is  to  develop  our  understanding  of  this  question  and  to  orient  the 
whole  party  membership  towards  the  youth  in  all  areas  of  activity.    Material  for 
this  campaign  shall  be  Issued  by  the  education  and  youth  conmlaslaos. 

The  Party  should  find  both  the  opportunities  and  forms  for  speaking  directly 
to  non-Party  youth  on  the  Issues  of  the  day  and  on  socialism.    7oruns,  debates, 
leaflets,  meetings,  etc.,  should  be  encouraged  to  the  fullest  degree. 

State  committees  are  urged  to  Involve  youth  in  everr  level  of  Party  leadership 
In  all  conmlsBlons  and  coimlttees. 

The  Incoming  Ifatlonal  Comslttee,  within  a  period  of  no  aore  than  30  days  after 
the  adjournment  of  this  ccajventlon,  shall  appoint  a  full-tlaa  director  of  yonth 
affairs  and  establish  a  functioning  national  connlsslcn  on  youth  affairs  oogvosad 
of  youth  and  adult  members.    This  eoanlsslon,  amongst  other  things,  shall  Issue  a 
regular  national  party  youth  bulletin.   We  urge  that  In  a  brief  period  of  time 
those  state  eoMolttees  which  have  not  dene  so,  shall  establish  political  and  org- 
anizational responsibility  for  youth  affaire. 
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TOWARD  A  MARXIST  TOOTH  QBGANIZATION 

A  MarxlBt  youtb  organization  le  eaeentlal  to  the  developnent  of  a  oAture 
ATcerlcan  youth  movenBnt.    It  could  help  further  the  present  democratic  youth 
groupings  and  movementa  In  the  direction  of  support  to  and  alliance  with  the  labor 
and  Negro  people's  liberation  movements.    It  could  contribute  to  the  task  of 
helping  to  unite  the  present  generation  of  youth  against  monopoly  capital.  It 
could  win  tens  of  thousands  of  young  people  to  the  cause  of  socialism. 

The  conditions  for  the  establishment  of  such  an  organization  must  Include  the 
existence  of  a  substantial  number  of  non-party  soclallst-mlnded  youth  who  are 
ready  to  Join  with  party  youtb  to  set  up  such  an  organization.    It  Is  desirable  thai 
as  nany  of  these  youth  as  possible  be  participating  In  the  activities  and  struggles 
of  existing  youth  organizations  and  movements. 

The  formation  of  such  a  national  organization  today  vould  bo  prenature  and 
therefore  doomed  to  Isolation,  since  the  conditions  for  Its  fometlon  do  not  exist 
in  a  sufficient  number  of  areas  In  our  country. 

We  urge  every  State  Committee  to  develop  Its  mass  youth  work  through  education 
and  action  In  such  a  manner  that  the  conditions  for  setting  up  local  Marxist  youth 
organizations  will  emerge  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Our  work  with  youth  in  existing 
mass  movements  and  organizations,  our  agitation  for  our  Party  youth  program  and  our 
education  for  socialism  will  help  guarantee  such  a  base. 

We  look  forward  to  the  emerging  of  a  national,  organizationally  Independent, 
socialist  organization  of  youth  which  is  dedicated  to  participation  In  the  everyday 
struggles  for  the  inmsdlate  demands  and  needs  of  youth;    which  consistently  conduct 
agitation  and  education  for  socialism  amongst  youth;    and  educates  Its  meni>erahip 
In  the  science  of  Marxlem-Lenlnlsm. 

Such  an  organization,  to  grow  and  develop,  would  have  to  give  serious  consid- 
eration In  policy  and  organization  to  the  Interest  ani*  other  differences  existing 
between  working  and  trade  union  youth,  student  youth,  and  teen-agers. 

Through  its  educational,  ciUiTQl,  oporta,  social  and  political  activities, 
It  should  b-.-  Lfl^e  as  attragtt.-e  ao  r^-'siMo  to  all  honest  young  people,  from  those 
who  agree  to  all  Ite  prlnclrlee  and  actlvltl-js  to  those  who  want  Just  to  learn 
about  socialism  or  partlclr-te  In  certeln  of  Its  activities.    It  should  be  suf- 
ficiently flexible  to  Include  all  except  conscious  ont I -Communists,  racists,  and 
the  dead-end  sects. 

A  PliOGRAM  FOR  YOUTH 

The  struggle  for  the  needs,  desires,  and  aspirations  of  Ararlcan  youth  is  a 
struggle  to  which  this  Ccnver.tlcn  dfr-jic.ites  our  whde  party.  Cur  participation 
In  these  struggles  will  help  unite  youth  —  in  alliance  with  labor  and  the  Negro 
people  —  against  the  er.eny  of  all,  monopoly  capital.  To  enfianoe  this  struggle, 
we  present  -  for  the  consideration  of  America's  youth,  the  following  youth  program: 

The  right  to  learn,  to  become  ei^ucate'?; 

1.  Free  education  and  educational  facilities,  from  kindergarten  through 

2.  Elimination  of  all  forms  of  discrimination.  Including  the  quota  systems, 
to  guarantee  full  Integration  at  all  levels  of  education. 

3.  Federal  school  financing  to  guarantee: 

a.  All  necessary  Improvements  In  physical  plant,  facilities,  and 
educational  staffs  to  eliminate  Inequalities  created  by  dis- 
crimination. 

b.  Expanded  scholarohlp  grants.  Loan  funds,  and  -part-tlino  work 
projects  freed  of  all  loyalty  provisions. 

c.  Free  nigh  schools,  from  public  school  through  college  for 
those  unable  to  attend  full -time  Institutions. 

d.  Decent  wage  standards  for  teachers, 

e.  Expanded  vocational  training  to  Include  new  sklllB  aoeded  bocaiioa 
of  growing  autooatlon,  and  a  non-dlscrtmlnatory  Job  placement 
progtam. 
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f.    Review  of  preeent  curricula,  tert-tooks,  etc.,  to  guarantee 
provision  of  education  for  higher  skllle,  an  accurate  picture 
of  labor  and  minority  groupe*  contribution  to  American  life, 
education  for  democrapy. 

U.  Acadetnlo  freedom.  The  ellnlnatloo  of  all  t««trlctlon8  on  the  right  tf 
atudenta  to  organise,  to  listen^  to  dlsouaa,  to  aebat«>  to  evaluate,  to  cocclude 
and  to  act. 

7*    ^  rettoratlon  of  all  political  rights  to  teachers  where  they  have  been 
ourtalled  so  that  they  nay  again  becone  full  fledged  citizens.    A  teacher  whose 
eitltenahlp  right*  have  been  oui-talled  by  law  or  otherwise,  cannot  teach  others  the 
rights  and  duties  of  oltlzdns  In  a  democracy. 

The  Bight  to  a  Job. 

1.  A  7ederel  Touth  Works  program  to  provide  on-the-job  training  at  prevailing 
trage  rates,  especially  in  the  new  skills  demanded  by  modem  automated  Industry. 

2.  Expanslcti  of  present  apprentice  training  and  on-the-job  training  programs. 
The  right  of  Negro  and  other  minority  youth  to  participate  In  all  Job  training  pro- 
grans  tmd  to  hav<s  the  same  rights  to  Jobs,  equal  wages,  and  trade  union  membership 
as  other  youth  have. 

3.  Cbemploysenit  Insurance  for  students  who  leave  school  or  other  youth  seeking 
Jobs  for  the  first  time. 

Adequate  pensions  and  voluntary  earlier  retlrenent  for  adult  workers  to  help 
create  additional  Jobs  for  youth. 

The  Bight  to  a  Decent  Home.  Recreation,  and  Culture. 

1.  A  vastly  expanded  program  of  slum  clearance  anJ  low-rent  bousing  develop- 
nsnta  in  all  communities  on  a  fully  integrated  basis.    Opening  of  all  present  hous- 
ing to  Negroes  and  other  minority  groups.    Leglaletlon  making  dlacrlmlnatlou  In  pri- 
vate ae  well  as  public  housing  a  crime. 

2.  All  public  school,  public  park,  and  other  public  Institutions  with  recrea- 
tional and  athletic  facilities  to  remain  open  after  school  hours  and  on  week-ends  foi 
use  by  young  people  on  a  non-dlscrlmlnatory  basis,  and  the  establishment  of  such  new 
centers . 

3.  louth  participation  In  the  administration  of  all  after  school  recreational 
and  athletic,  and  social  service  center  programs  should  be  encouraged  and  developed . 

k.  The  addition  to  preoent  teaching  staffs  of  newljr  trained  youth  workers,  to 
work  with  these  youths  in  the  organization  and  uee  of  the  present  and  future  facil- 
ities. 

5.  A  people's  educational  campaign  against  the  attempted  brutallzatlon,  denor- 
allcatlco  and  Immorallzatlon  of  Amerloa'a  youth,  directed  against  the  monopolists  in 
all  cultural  media  In  their  glorification  of  war,  minrder,  crime,  brutality  and  sex- 
ual perversion. 

6.  The  opening  of  trade  union  halls,  churches,  and  facilities  of  all  people's 
organisations  for  use  by  the  eons  and  dau^iiters  of  their  members,  by  the  youth  in 
the  particular  comnunltlee  emd  xhe  devBlopiPv-it  of  youth  activity  programs  by  such 
organizations. 

7.  Adult  legal  status,  including  the  right  to  vote,  should  be  granted  to  all 
reaching  their  elglteenth  birthday. 

In  a  World  at  Peace; 

1.  Abolition  of  the  draft  ~  of  compulsory  military  training  and  service, 
and  of  the  ROTC. 

2.  Ending  of  all  atomic  testing. 

3.  Complete  disarmament.    All  funds  needed  for  the  Implementation  of  this 
whole  program  could  easily  corns  from  a  part  of  the  present  amaments  expenditures . 

k.    Development  of  youth  exchanges  --  students,  workers,  athletes,  musicians, 
teachers,  etc.  —  between  the  United  States  and  the  socialist  countries. 

Thla  program  should  bo  Incorporated  into  an  American  Youth  Bill  (certain  states 
■Igbt  consider  Incorporation  of  vLat  le  applicable  into  a  State  Youth  Bill)  In  tins 
for  Involving  youth  in  the  19^0  election  campaign. 
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iTia  coHvmioK  rbsoldtiow  oh  thz  neobo  qubstioh 

IN  TliE  UmTKD  STATES 


Tbe  decade  of  the  Sixties  vlXl  mark  the  hundredth  anolvereary  of  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  Negro  people  from  chattel  slavery  In  the  United  States.    It  will 
also  register  the  hundredth  annlversar7  of  the  enaotmBnt  of  the  13th,  lUth  and 
l^th  AaendDsnta.    These  Aaendnents  proclalicd  that  Negroes  should  enjoy  equality 
of  citizenship  status  and  constitutional  rights  vlth  all  other  Americans. 

Tet  today,  almost  a  century  after  the  enactmnt  of  the  Civil  War  aosndmsnta, 
Negroes  are  not  free  and  equal  citizens.    On  the  contrary,  now  numbering  eoms  l8 
millions,  II  percent  of  the  total  population,  they  are  the  most  severely  oppressed 
and  exploited  of  all  the  peoples  that  constitute  the  American  nation.    They  are 
subjected  to  a  systematic  pattern  of  oogregatlon,  discrimination  and  racist  defam- 
ation In  varying  degrees,  In  all  areas  of  the  country  and  In  all  aspects  of  life. 

The  oppression  of  the  Negro  people  manifests  Itself  In  three  characteristic 
features:    the  denial  of  equal  economic  opportunities,  of  political  rights  and  of 
Boclal  advantages.    All  three  are  rooted  deep  In  the  historic  development  of  the 
nation  —  in  slavery  and  in  the  long  period  of  oppression  which  has  followed  emao- 
olpatlon. 

Though  a  specially  oppressed  part  of  the  Ansrlcan  nation,  the  Negroes  In  the 
United  States  are  not  constituted  as  a  separate  nation.    They  have  the  character- 
istics of  a  racially  distinctive  people  or  nationality.    They  are  a  component  part 
of  the  whole  American  nation  which  is  Itself  an  historically  derived  national  form- 
ation, an  amalgam  of  more  or  less  well  differentiated  nationalities. 

Though  deprived  of  equal  rights  and  of  the  possibility  to  participate  fully 
in  all  aspects  of  the  national  life,  the  Negro  people  (no  less  than  the  other 
national  components)  have  contributed  to  and  have  an  Inseparable  stake  In  the 
American  nation's  conoon  territory,  economic  life,  language,  culture  and  psycho- 
logical DBke-up. 

Aa  a  result  of  their  singular  historical  experiences  the  Negro  people  are 
deprived  of  equal  status  In  the  life  of  the  Aasrlcan  nation  free  of  all  manner  of 
oppreaslon,  social  ostracism,  economic  discrimination,  political  Inequality,  and 
racial  segregation. 

To  conclude  that  the  Negro  people  In  the  U.S.  are  not  a  nation  Is  not  to  say 
that  the  Negro  question  In  our  country  Is  not  a  national  question.  It  le  Indeed 
a  national  question.  The  question  le,  however,  a  national  question  of  whet  type, 
with  what  distinguishing  characteristics,  calling  for  what  strategic  concept  for 
Its  solution. 

Ths  fact  that  the  Negro  question  Is  not  one  of  an  oppressed  nation  fighting 
for  national-state  sovereignty  does  not  diminish  the  revolutionary  Import  of  the 
Negro  people's  struggle  In  the  United  States.  It  Is  a  special  feature  of  the 
American  road  to  socialism  that  the  requisite  preparation  of  the  forces  for  effect- 
ing fundamental  social  change  in  the  system  requires  the  completion  of  the  bourg- 
eois -democratic  norms  of  political,  economic  and  social  development  for  the  South 
and  the  Negro  people  as  a  whole.  In  this  respect  the  Negro  question  differs  from 
that  of  other  minority  groups. 


The  chief  oppressor  of    he  Negro  people,  and  the  primary  beneficiary  of  their 
oppression,  le  the  class  of  itonopollsts,  the  capitalist  comnanders  of  the  economic 
and  political  heights  of  our  present  social  system.    It  Is  nalnly  Into  their  pock- 
ets that  the  super-profits  flow  as  a  consequence  of  the  extra  exploitation  of  Negro 
workers  of  factory  and  farm.    It  le  their  system  of  reactionary,  ruling  class  pol- 
Itlclal  control  that  is  bolstered  by  the  disfranchisement  of  Negroes  In  the  South 
and  their  under-repreeentatlon  In  govemmsnt  everywhere;    by  the  perpetuation  of 
lily-white  state  governments  dedicated  to  the  maintenance  of  white  supremacy  and 
pliant  submission  to  the  demands  of  Northern  Industrialists;  and  by  the  presence 
of  a  sizeable  bloc  of  Dlxlecrats  in  the  Federal  Congress  who  block  all  programs 
for  social  welfare. 

It  Is  their  domination  and  poUutlon  of  the  cultural  life  and  social  customs 
of  the  nation  that  is  strengthened  by  the  prevalence  of  a  far-reaching  system  of 
social  indignity  and  abuse  ranging  from  the  custonry  exclusion  of  Negroes  from 
tax-supported  public  facilities  to  the  barbarous  crins  of  lynching. 
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Regro  freedom  can  be  achle-red,  therefore,  only  at  the  expense  of  the  super- 
profits and  the  political  pover  position  of  the  monopolists  and  their  Dlxlecrat 
partuero.  IT  can  be.  seeuraa  only  through  struggle  against  racist  oppressors  and 
exploiters — the  Dlxlecrats,  the  monopolists  and  those  who  serve  their  Interests. 

For  this  reason  the  Negro  people's  freedom  movement  must  be  seen  as  one  of  a 
tripod  of  social  forces  upon  which  monopoly  has  built  Its  empire  of  exploitation, 
which  are  in  irreconcilable  opposition  to  it  and  which  are  compelled  by  the  nature 
of  their  position  to  struggle  against  it. 

The  other  two  forces  of  the  tripod  are:     (1)  the  working  class  which  seeks, 
through  the  labor  movement,  a  bigger  share  of  the  fruits  of  Its  labor  and  must 
eventually  contend  for  control  of  the  means  of  production,  and  (2)  the  world  antl- 
Imperlalist  forces,  consisting.  In  the  main,  of  the  colonial  revolutionary  move- 
ments and  the  Communist-led  nations  and  parties. 

Each  advance  of  the  Negro  movemsnt  weakens  the  power  of  reaction  in  American 
life.  It  has  the  most  revolutionary  import.  It  must  therefore  command  the  active 
support  of  all  other  victims  of  reaction  and  monopoly  greed — the  workers  of  mine, 
mill  and  factory,  the  working  farmers,  small  business  people,  etc. 

Conversely,  every  victory  of  the  working  class  In  its  battle  for  higher  living 
standards,  better  conditions  of  work  and  increased  social  security,  every  general 
democratic  and  social  advance  of  the  nation,  marks  an  Inroad  into  the  mammoth  ec- 
onomic power  of  the  capitalist  spawners  of  Negro  oppression.    It  therefore  calls 
for  the  sympathy  and  the  aid  of  the  organized  Negro  movement. 

Sufferers  at  the  hands  of  a  common  enemy,  the  Negro  people's  liberation  move- 
ment and  the  forces  of  organized  labor  must  increasingly  make  common  cause  to  find 
relief  from  the  ills  imposed  upon  both  by  their  mutual  foe. 

Not  only  the  working  class  but  all  social  classes  and  currents  which  are  In 
any  degree  restricted  in  their  democratic  development  by  the  reactionary  monopolists 
have  a  stake  in  the  cause  of  Negro  freedom.    Thus,  the  family-size  farmer,  the  sme" 
businessman, the  professional  middle  classes  are  called  upon  to  champion  the  Negro' 
struggle  to  be  free . 

This  way,  the  Negro  movement  will  be  able  to  hurl  against  the  monopoly  strong- 
hold of  American  racism  not  only  its  own  proper  and  growing  strength,  but  also  the 
massed  power  of  all  groups  in  American  life  which  are,  by  the  nature  of  our  society, 
the  Negro's  most  likely  allies  and  monopoly's  natural  enemies. 

The  Negro  movement's  need  and  poeeibility  for  sympathetic  alliance  do  not  end 
with  the  nation's  borders.  In  recent  years,  especially,  the  fight  for  equal  citi- 
zenship has  been  en'ianced  by  the  sympathy  and  support  which  it  has  aroused  abroad . 

The  continuation  of  flagrant  oppression  of  Negroes  at  home  undermines  the 
prestige  of  U.S.  imperialists  and  contradicts  their  efforts  to  extend  their  influ- 
ence among  colonial  and  recently  liberated  nations. 

This  stands  in  contrast  to  the  continuing  development  of  genuine  solidarity 
relations  which  the  Soviet  Union,  China  and  the  rest  of  the  socialist  countries 
maintain  with  the  peoples  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America. 

This  international  aspect  of  the  Negro  question  is  of  najor  Importance  in 
the  struggle  for  equality  at  home,  favorable  to  wresting  concessions  from  the 
ruling  class. 

The  Negro  movement  will  be  further  strengthened  as  it  forges  bonds  of  conscious 
alliance  with  the  rising  colonial,  semi -colonial  and  newly  independent  nations  of 
the  world:    the  peoples  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  Anerlca  who  have  taken  a  glorious 
and  irreversible  path  which  leads  to  freedom  from  imperialist  domination.  Negro 
Americans  have  much  to  gain  from  their  successes  and  many  lessons  to  learn  from 
their  struggles. 

Likewise,  the  Negro  people  must  cone  to  look  with  favor  upon  socialism  which, 
in  vast  areas  of  the  world  and  among  more  than  a  third  of  the  world's  peoples,  has 
wiped  out  national  oppression  and  eliminated  the  source  of  class  domination,  the 
profit  system.    It  points  the  path  to  full  realization  of  genuine  equality  and 
enduring  prosperity. 
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Given  this  setting  within  which  the  Negro  movement  functions  today,  how  shall 
the  movement  grow?    Whet  are  Its  foremost  goals  and  how  shall  they  be  attained? 

The  question  of  Negro  freedom  Is  the  crucial  domeetlc  issue  of  the  day  and  a 
factor  of  International  consequence . 

The  circumstances  of  their  common  oppression  and  the  unanimous  donend  for 
equality  of  rights  and  status  as  American  citizens  are  the  ties  that  bind  together 
all  strata  of  the  Negro  population.    The  steadily  growing  unity  of  the  Negro  people 
Is  manifested  In  the  continuing  growth  of  their  mass  organizations  and  Instltutlone, 
In  the  singularity  of  their  basic  denende,  In  the  militancy  of  their  advocacy  and 
action  for  equal  rights,  In  the  developing  coordination  and  collabowtlon  between 
tile  organizations  which  constitute  the  Negro  people's  movement. 

This  new  strength  of  organlxation  not  only  provides  for  the  greater  mobilisa- 
tion and  exercise  of  the  fitting  power  of  Negro  Ajnerlcans  to  advance;  It  also  es- 
tablishes the  basis  for  more  formal  and  equitable  alliance  relations  with  organlt«d 
labor  and  other  progressive  organized  formations  of  the  general  population. 

The  etruBBloo  uf  the  Nogro  people  and  the  resultant  significant  advances  have 
Inspired  Negro  Americans  with  a  new  quality  of  self -confidence .    A  profound  spirit 
of  national  coneclouenese  and  pride  In  their  racial  Identification  permsates  the 
Negro  people  of  the  U.S.  today.    It  fires  their  determination  to  build  ever  closer 
their  ur.lty  In  order  to  wage  the  struggle  even  more  mllltantly  to  break  down  all 
barriers  to  their  exercise  of  any  and  all  political,  economic  and  social  rights 
enjoyed  by  other  citizens. 

The  great  masses  of  Negroes  unite  not  in  order  to  separate  them- 
selves from  the  political,  economic  or  social  life  of  our  country. 
They  unite  to  more  effectively  employ  the  strength  of  their  own 
numbers  and  the  weight  of  their  alliance  with  other  parte  of  the 
population  to  level  all  barriers  to  their  fullest  Integration  Into 
all  aspects  of  the  economic,  political  and  social  life  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  as  a  whole.    They  are  forging  an  Internal  national  unity 
to  facilitate  their  struggle  for  Integration  as  free  and  equal  Amer- 


The  Negro  people's  movement  Is  today's  standard  bearer  In  the  struggle  to  open 
up  the  now-restricted  areas  of  democracy.  It  Is  the  decisive  strategic  ally  of  the 
working  class  In  the  current  struggles  for  liberty  and  livelihood  and  In  all  stages 
that  lead  to  the  subsequent  achlevemsnt  of  the  necessary  fundamental  transformation 
of  American  society  from  the  present  capitalist  exploitative  system  to  that  of  soc- 
ialism. To  cement  the  Negro-labor  alliance  now  through  powerful  mass  struggles  for 
Negro  rights.  Is  to  lay  the  cornerstone  for  those  broad  antl -monopoly  groupings  of 
labor  and  people's  forces  on  which  the  progressive  future  of  our  country  depends. 

Against  the  background  of  this  estimate  of  the  Negro  people  and  their  freedom 
movement,  what  are  the  special  tasks  and  responsibilities  of  Communists?    First  and 
foremost,  it  Is  the  obligation  of  the  vanguard  Party  of  the  American  working  class 
to  lend  every  support  to  the  Negro  people's  struggle.    More,  it  la  the  task  of  Com- 
munists to  rally  the  working  class  and  the  American  people  to  the  support  of  the 
Negro  people's  Just  demands.     It  Is  especially  the  duty  of  ConmunletB  to  promote 
an  awareness  among  the  white  pro-democratic  forces  of  their  own  self -interests  In 
the  fulfillment  of  the  freedom  aspirations  of  the  Negro  people.    We  must  continually 
point  out  that  no  major  social  advances  can  be  made  without  a  resolution  of  this 
question.    Negro  equality  and  freedom  Is  a  bslc  question  of  principal,  not  a  fringe 
issue.    Every  compromise  on  this  question  weakens  the  general  democratic  etruggle  of 
all  the  people. 

The  main  obstacle  to  consolidating  higher  forme  of  Negro-labor  alliance  is  the 
continuance  of  racist  practices  and  dlecrimlnation  within  the  trade  union  movement. 
These  practices  are  reflected  In  the  compromising,  vacillating.  Ineffective  approach 
of  the  labor  movement  to  the  key  task  of  organizing  the  unorganized  Negro  and  white 
workers  of  the  South  on  a  basis  of  equality;  in  the  perpetuation  of  lily-white  con- 
stitutional clauses  in  two  international  unions  of  the  AFL-CIO;  in  the  continued 
existence  of  Jim  Crow  locals  in  some  internationals  and  Jim  Crow  practices  in  locals 
of  other  internationals;  in  the  slow  pace  of  the  advancement  of  Negro  trade  union 
leaders  to  poets  of  top  leadership  and  responsibility  in  imny  unions,  and,  most 
dramatically,  in  the  crude  attack  of  AFL-CIO  president  George  Meany  on  A.  Philip 
Bandolph  at  the  recent  AFL-CIO  convention. 


It  is  a  duty  of  CommunletB  to  help  the  trade  union  movement  right  these 
offenses  against  class  unity. 
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Since  the  character  of  Negro  oppression  la  delineated  by  the  widespread  denial 
of  economic  opportunity,  political  rights  and  social  advantages,  the  urgent  demands 
of  the  Negro  freedom  moTOnent  must  be  to  secure  these  necessary  Ingredients  of  equal- 
ity. Negroes  of  all  classes,  with  a  practical  unanimity,  subscribe  to  these  demands; 
for  no  Negro,  whatever  hie  class  position,  can  fully  escape  the  yoke  of  exploitation, 
discrimination  and  derision.  As  a  result,  the  Negro  novenent  embiaces  all  classes  of 
the  people  for  whom  It  epeaks . 

Yet  the  yoke  of  oppression  does  not  Impose  an  equal  burden  on  Negroes  regardless 
of  class.    It  rests  with  special  weight  on  the  back  of  the  Negro  worker.    For  It  must 
never  be  forgotten  that  the  cardinal  aim  of  anti-Negro  oppression  Is  super-prof Its, 
and  those  profits  are  most  readily  and  directly  realized  out  of  the  poorly  paid  toil 
of  Negro  workers. 

Therefore  the  Negro  workers,  and  especially  the  two  millions  who  are  members  of 
the  organized  labor  movement,  have  a  special  and  decisive  part  to  play  In  the  fight 
for  Negro  freedom.    Segregated  largely  in  the  hard-labor,  basic  production  functions 
of  U.S.  industry,  they  are  denied  promotion  to  highly  skilled  Jobs,  often  excluded 
from  apprenticeship  training  programs,  and  often  denied  equal  pay  for  equal  work. 
They  are  still  excluded  from  some  unions  and  shamefully  discriminated  against  in 
others.    In  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed  they  loom  proportionately  twice  as  large  as 
white  workers . 

The  most  Immediate  and  pressing  neterial  needs  of  the  Negro  worker,  therefore  -- 
food,  clothing  and  shelter  for  himself  and  his  dependents,  security  for  his  loved 
ones,  and  education  and  cultural  advancement  for  his  children  --  depend  upon  an  un- 
relenting fight  against  Jim-Crow.    His  interest  is  in  eliminating  every  vestige  of 
discrimination  from  hie  industry,  his  shop  and  his  union,  first  of  all;  but  It  also 
extends  to  every  phase  of  American  life,  for  he  knows  that  his  inferior  status  In 
the  economic  life  of  the  nation  Is  partly  fixed  by  the  subordination  of  Negroes  in 
the  nation's  affairs  generally. 

To  the  struggle  for  Negro  freedom  the  Negro  worker  brings  many  indispensable 
contributions.    Foremost  among  these  is  mass  action,  in  the  best  tradition  of  the 
labor  movement  of  which  he  is  a  part .    Without  this  element  the  battle  for  Negro 
equality  cannot  be  fully  effective.    Never  has  there  been  a  more  apparent  need  for 
Joining  the  legal  campaigns  and  educational  activities  which  constitute  the  bulk  of 
the  program  of  the  main  Negro  people's  organizations  with  well-conceived,  mllltantly 
directed  actions  involving  masses  of  Negro  people  and  their  allies. 

As  such  actions  take  place  the  Negro  worker  may  be  expected  to  support  and 
initiate  them,  not  only  with  his  own  considerable  and  strategic  strength,  but  also 
with  the  oo -operation  of  thousands  and  eventually  millions  of  his  white  fellow- 
workers. 

Communists  have  long  advocated  the  united  action  of  the  Negro  workers  to  enhance 
their  fight  for  equality  on  the  Job  and  In  the  labor  movement,  and  to  add  their  org- 
anized weight  to  tho  struggles  of  their  people  for  freedom.    We  greet  and  will  sup- 
port the  Initiative  which  Negro  workers  have  t3ken  in  forming  the  groundwork  for  a 
national  Negro  labor  organization  to  accomplish  these  ends. 


Fully  one -third  of  the  Negro  population  who  live  within  the  deep  Southern  areas 
of  Negro  majority  are  farners  and  rural  toilers.  It  Is  at  once  apparent,  therefore, 
that  the  struggle  of  the  Negro  medium  and  small  farmers,  the  sharecroppers,  the 
tenants,  the  land-poor  and  landless  farm  toilers  to  secure  their  ownership  and  tenure 
of  the  land  and  to  improve  their  livelihood  and  social,  cultural  and  political  con- 
ditions, represents  one  of  the  major  factors  entering  into  the  solution  of  the  Negro 
question  in  the  U.S.  It  is  an  important  part  of  the  Immediate  struggles  for  the  ec- 
onomic well-being  and  democratic  rights  of  the  Negro  people  as  well  as  for  the  strat- 
egic solution  of  the  Negro's  aspiration  to  political  equality. 

Pending  a  more  basic  development  toward  nationalization  and  socialization  In 
American  agriculture,  the  present  struggle  of  the  Negro  farm  masses  for  the  land 
manifests  itself  in  the  advocacy  and  support  for  a  whole  series  of  reforms.  Th«y 
demand  a  moratorium  on  debts  and  evictions;  interest-free  or  low  Interest,  long-term 
government  financed  loans  for  the  purchase  of  land,  for  private  farms  and  coopera- 
tives, livestock,  farm  equipment,  seed,  fertilizer,  house  construction  and  repair, 
etc.    They  demand  that  the  government  insure  the  availability  of  land  to  the  land- 
less and  land -poor  farmers  through  the  forced  purchase  of  the  Idle  lands  of  the 
large  estate  and  plantation  owners  with  government  control  of  Its  resale  and  minimum 
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rates  on  long-term  credit  baeis  with  priority  to  tho  poorest  farmsrs.    They  densnd 
flrtn  price  controls  on  farm  machinery  and  cheap  rental  rates  for  the  use  of  such 
nachlnes . 

Furthermore,  the  Southern  Negro  farmers  are  engaged  In  struggle  for  schools, 
hospitals,  the  right  to  vote  and  political  representation,  for  cheap  electric 
power,  adequate  roads  and  a  fair  share  of  various  other  public  services . 

The  Negro  farmsrs  conduct  their  struggle  through  organizations  and  in  such 
forms  as  are  common  to  farmsrs  generally  In  the  country  and  to  the  Negro  people  In 
the  South  particularly.    They  strive  to  express  their  will  at  the  polls  to  the 
meager  extent  that  they  can  vote  and  are  much  occupied  with  activity  for  the  right 
to  vote.    They  petition,  send  delegations  and  hold  conferences  to  formulate  and 
make  known  their  demands  to  the  authorities.    Though  represented  to  boibb  extent  In 
all  of  the  neijor  farm  organizations,  the  Negro  poor  famere,  like  Southern  white 
poor  fanners,  are  largely  unorganized  In  terms  of  a  class  organization  with  their 
white  brothers  in  behalf  of  common  economic  and  political  demands.    The  organiza- 
tion of  the  unorganized  working  farmers,  Negro  and  white,  Is  an  outstanding  urgent 
need  of,  and  task  before,  the  labor  movement  as  well  as  the  Negro  people's  freedom 


While  properly  emphasizing  the  Importance  of  the  struggle  of  tho  Negro  faraere 
for  the  land  In  the  total  struggle  of  the  Negro  people  for  economic,  political  and 
social  equality  and  national  freedom  we  should  not  exaggerate.    If  In  the  past  we 
were  able  to  speak  of  the  struggle  of  the  poor  fannsre  for  the  land  as  the  "main 
thing"  In  securing  the  conditions  for  the  solution  of  the  Negro  question  In  the 
U.S.,  It  was  because  of  two  considerations  which  no  longer  obtain.    Klrst,  decades 
ago,  over  two-thirds  of  the  Negro  people  were  rural  folk  bound  to  the  land  in  one 
form  or  another  and  therefore  any  basic  Improveoent  In  the  conditions  of  life  of 
the  Negro  masses  presupposed  an  Improvement  of  their  economic  status  on  the  country- 
side.   Secondly,  the  oppressive,  reactionary,  Jim  Crow  political  and  social  super- 
structure of  the  Southern  states  had  as  Its  prlmry  economic  base  the  feudal-capit- 
alist cotton,  tobacco  and  cane  plantations.    The  economic  base  of  Bourbon  rule  and 
Negro  oppression  was  the  plantation  economy,  the  snoshlng  of  which  would  deprive 
the  Bourbons  of  their  primary  material  stake  In  the  oppression  of  the  Negro  people. 

Landlord  capital  Is  no  longer  the  capital  base,  or  dominant  form  of  the  econ- 
omic power  of  the  modem  Dlxlecrat  ruling  circle  --  the  heirs  and  perpetuatore  of 
the  vicious  regimes  of  Negro  oppression  and  exploitation  which  continue  to  prevail 
In  the  Southern  states.    The  Jim  Crow  political  and  social  superstructure  with  its 
disfranchisement  and  economic  robbery  of  the  Negro  people  now  serves  (and  is  sus- 
tained by)  the  dominant  industrial  and  f inane lal  branches  of  absentee  Wall  Street 
and  local  Southern  capitaT!    Therefore,  to  deprive  the  Southern  ruling  oligarchy 
of  the  economic  base  of  its  power  (and  motive  for  the  oppression  of  the  Negro 
people)  it  is  no  longer  simply  a  natter  of  breaking  Its  monopoly  grasp  upon  the 
land  (the  plantation) .    The  breakup  of  the  plantations  (as  necessary  as  that  is) 
will  not  of  itself  deprive  the  present  oligarchy  of  Southern  political  reaction  of 
its  economic  base  for,  or  stake  in,  subjugating  the  Negro  people. 

Hence,  we  see  that  the  struggle  for  the  land,  "for  the  breakup  of  the  planta- 
tions" cannot  be  cast  as  the  exclusive  axis  upon  which  the  entire  outcome  of  the 
struggle  for  Negro  freedom  pivots;  rather  it  should  be  viewed  as  a  major,  but  de- 
rivative and  subsidiary  part  of  the  struggle  of  the  Negro  people's  movement  for 
economic,  political  and  social  equality,  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  allied  struggle  of 
the  working  class  against  the  monopolists  and  men  of  the  trusts  on  the  other. 

The  main  class  enemy  —  robber  and  oppressor--  of  the  Negro  people  is  seen 
to  be,  therefore,  the  common  class  enemy  of  labor  and  all  tolling  masses  —  monopoly 
capital,  tho  imperialist  robber  class.    Hence,  it  is  clear  that  the  decisive  class 
force  in  the  Negro  people's  freedom  movement,  which  ultimately  will  ascend  to  the 
leadership  of  that  movement,  is  revealed  as  the  workers. 

The  Negro  workers  have  special  bonds  with  the  semi -proletarian,  poor  farmer 
masses  of  the  countryside;    they  stand  in  a  special  durable  relationship  with  each 
other  within  the  all-class  Negro  freedom  front. 


As  a  further  barrier  to  the  Negro's  freedom  aspirations,  in  many  areas  of  the 
South  disfranohisoment,  sustained  by  illegal  trickery,  intimidation  and  terror, all 
but  exclude  him  from  effective  participation  In  government.    Boughly  1,260,000  Negro 
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citizens  have,  by  painstaking  and  brave  effort,  won  the  right  to  vote  In  the 
elven  ex-Confederate  states.    But  this  1b  only  a  fraction  of  the  6,000,000  Negro 
adults  who  are  entitled  to  the  franchise  In  this  area.    On  the  strength  of  this 
disfranchisement,  Negroes  are  denied  public  office  and  have  no  part  In  running 
the  state,  county  and  municipal  governments  which  oppress  them  with  an  Iron  hand. 

Though  Negroes  are  a  fourth  of  the  Southerji  population,  not  one  of  their 
number  occupies  a  seat  In  the  national  Congress.    The  determination  of  issues 
of  greatest  concern  to  their  welfare  Is  Invariably  in  the  hands  of  racist  poli- 
ticians who  through  long  tenure  and  seniority  based  squarely  on  Negro  disfranch- 
isement, rise  to  dominant  positions  in  the  Federal  legislature. 

In  Northern  communities,  where  the  vote  Is  more  readily  available  to  Negro 
citizens,  they  are  nevertheless  denied  the  direct  representation  and  influence 
which  their  numbers  would  warrant  by  entrenched  political  machines.  This  is 
ordinarily  accomplished  by  gerrymandering  of  election  districts  to  deny  Negroes 
representation,  by  excluding  Negroes  from  positions  of  real  power  In  the  capit- 
alist parties,  and  by  various  other  maneuvers. 

The  fight  for  Negro  freedom,  therefore,  requires  a  determined  crusade  to 
win  the  right  to  vote  and  to  be  voted  for  in  the  South.    The  flagrant  disfran- 
chisement of  mllllona  of  Negro  citizens  In  the  middle  of  the  Twentieth  Century, 
and  In  the  face  of  the  monopolists'  loud  boasting  about  the  quality  of  Anerlcan 
democracy,  is  so  shocking  and  repulsive  that  great  masses  of  people  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  can  be  rallied  to  force  an  end  to  It.    This  is  especially  true  if 
these  masses  are  helped  to  realize  that  the  result  of  this  battle  will  be  the 
extension  of  political  democracy,  not  for  Negroes  alone,  but  for  all  democratic 
forces  in  the  nation.    This  battle  for  political  equality  can  provide  the  next 
big  breakthrough  in  the  continuing  struggle  of  the  American  people  to  wrest  the 
political  machinery  of  government  from  the  hands  of  the  economic  barons. 

In  an  immediate  sense,  this  requires,  aa  part  of  the  I960  electoral  campaign, 
a  mighty  movement  to  force  the  Federal  government  to  use  its  power  and  its  con- 
stitutional authority  to  guarantee  and  protect  the  unhampered  use  of  the  franchise 
by  the  Negro  people  of  the  South.    The  proposal  of  the  Federal  Civil  Rights  Com- 
mission for  Federal  officials  to  replace  biased  Southern  registrars  must  becone 
a  rallying  point  for  masses  of  Americans. 

A  united  Negro  electorate  in  Northern  communities  can  become  a  decisive 
force  in  winning  the  right  to  vote  in  the  South.    In  many  Northern  states  the 
Negro  vote  constitutes  a  balance  of  power  between  the  two  major  parties.  The 
development  of  Independent,  non-partisan  political  unity  movements,  bound  to  no 
party,  but  Including  Negrces  who  are  committed  to  both  parties,  and  also  including 
independent  voters,  provides  a  means  of  unifying  the  Negro  vote  in  t'e  North.  Such 
movements  should  support  those  candidates  who  will  work  and  vote  for  guarantees  of 
political  equality  for  the  Negro  people  of  the  South,  and  oppose  and  defeat  those 
candidates  who  refuse  to  do  so.    In  this  respect  the  Dlxiecrats  In  the  Democratic 
Party  and  their  supporters  in  the  Republican  Party  must  be  singled  out  for  the 
main  attack.    The  unified  Negro  vote  in  Northern  communities  must  also  increasingly 
address  itself  to  the  task  of  overcoming  the  under-representatlon  of  Negroes  in 
elective  and  appointive  offices  at  all  levels  of  government.    Furthermore,  united 
non-partisan  political  action  of  Negroes  will  advance  Negro  candidates  for  public 
office  and  exert  pressure  for  advanced  social  measures  in  the  state  and  national 
legislatures.    Such  united  efforts  of  Negroes,  whatever  form  they  take,  will  be 
strengthened  to  the  degree  that  they  form  working  alliances  with  other  non-partisan 
forces  dedicated  to  independent  action  in  the  political  field. 


The  common  objective  cf  Negroes,  wherever  they  may  live  in  the  United  States, 
is  to  be  free  of  discrimination.    Negro  Americans  everywhere  aspire  to  legal  equal- 
ity with  their  fellow  white  countrymen  in  the  political,  economic  and  cultural 
life  of  the  country.    The  popular  expression  "to  fight  for  Negro  rights"  is  under- 
stood by  the  Negro  people  to  mean  the  struggle  for  these  general  objectives. 

To  be  able  to  realize  these  objectives  it  is  required  that  the  Negro  vscvle  In 
the  U.S.  must  secure  their  full  rightful  share  of  governmental  power.    In  those 
urban  and  rural  communities  where  they  are  the  larger  part  of  the  population  gener- 
ally, and  in  the  Deep  South  area  of  the  historic  American  cradle -land  of  the  Negro 
people  particularly,  they  must  constitute  the  majority  power  in  government. 
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In  Its  eaaenee,  therefore,  the  struggle  for  Negro  rights  Is  not  a  jtere  "civil 
rlghte"  fight,  It  Is  a  political  struggle;  a  struggle  for  a  Just  share  of  represent- 
ation nationally;  a  struggle  for  majority  rule  In  the  localities  where  they  are  the 
dominant  people  In  the  population;  a  struggle  for  genuinely  democratic  representa- 
tive government  in  the  southern  states  in  particular  and  In  the  country  as  a  whole. 

While  the  essential  character  of  the  Hep;ro  pe-^ple'e  movement  for  democratic 
rights  and  national  equality  is  a  political  atrw^gle  for  adequate  Rovernmental 
power  and  representation  in  government  In  order  to  enact,  enforce  and  defend  free- 
dom and  equality  demands  uf  the  No<;ro  people,  It  Is  also  a  fact  that  economic  strug- 
g?.es  and  popular  manifestations  can  compel  changes  In  practices  and  treatnent  long 
before  they  are  given  expression  in  law. 

At  the  heart  of  this  political  struggle  for  Negro  rights  at  the  present  tine 
is  the  fight  for  the  ballot,  for  free  and  universal  suffrage  rights.  Accompanying 
this  central  demand  and  limited  only  by  the  advances  made  in  achieving  full  suffrage 
rights.  Is  the  fight  for  Negro  representation.    To  register  auccsses  in  this  regard, 
certain  things  are  required: 

1.  A  mobilizing,  actlvlzing  and  uniting,  to  the  greatest  poBBlble  extent,  of 
the  Negro  people  and  their  allies  in  support  of  "unity"  candidates  comnlttad  to  » 
program  of  equal  rights  for  Negroes. 

2.  Maximum  mobilization  and  unity  of  Negro  voters  In  support  of  "unity" 
candidates  committed  to  a  program  of  equal  rights  for  Negroes. 

3.  Mutual  assistance  pacts  for  political  action;  an  ever  solidifying  alliance 
between  the  organized  Negro  suffrage  movement  and  the  Negro  electorate  on  the  oos 
hand,  with  the  organized  labor  movement  and  popular  democratic  rlghte  and  peace 
movement  on  the  other.    The  latter  point,  i.e.,  the  linking  of  the  particular 
struggle  of  thfl  Negro  people  for  Kegro  rights  to  the  general  struggle  of  labor  for 
democratic  advancement  and  peace,  for  the  welfare  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  is 
required  for  winning  either  immediate  or  long  range  successes.    As  a  minority 
people  in  th^  country  as  a  whole,  victory  of  the  Negro  people  requires  that  the 
struggle  be  fought  in  alliance  with  the  oppressed  irajorlty  of  the  whole  people. 
I.e.,  with  the  working  class,  the  poor  farmer  masses,  and  the  other  strata  victim- 
ized by  the  monopolists. 

U.    In  order  to  unite  the  Negro  people  and  to  forge  the  alliance  between  them 
and  organized  labor  for  the  8tru(:gle  for  Negro  rights,  It  is  necessary  for  the 
Negro  workers  to  exercise  the  initiative  and  leaderbhip. 

5.    To  fulfill  its  historic  role  of  the  "leading  force"  in  the  freedom 
endeavors  of  the  Negro  people,  the  Negro  workers  muct  be  fully  organized  alongside 
their  fellow  white  workers  In  the  mass  organizations  of  their  class,  the  trade 
unions. 

In  the  conduct  of  all  these  struggles  --  for  economic,  political  and  social 
equality  --there  Inevitably  arises  In  the  N?gro  movement  different  approachee  and 
estimates  of  the  task  and  the  best  means  of  accompllohlng  It.    These  differences 
rise  largely  out  of  differences  in  class  orientation  cf  the  component  economic 
classes  which  constitute  the  Negro  movement. 

The  outstanding  and  fuidamental  featvtre  of  the  developitienta  in  Negro  life  in 
recent  years  has  been  the  progressire  emergence  of  two  million  organized  workers 
as  a  major  iafltence  which  has  mistily  affected  and  is  now  transforming  the  char- 
acter of  all  institutions  in  the  Negro  community.    The  organizational  experience, 
heightened  demands  for  equality  and  the  militancy  of  these  woricers  has  left  its 
stai^  in  all  areas  of  Negro  life.     From  these  organized  Negro  woricers  rise  the 
lji?)et«s  for  militant  mass  action  in  the  struggle  for  Negro  ri^ts.     Prom  then 
arises  the  main  impetus  for  unity  in  Begro  life.     On  the  basis  of  the  strength 
which  they  bring  to  the  Negro  liberation  movement,  the  major  organizations  of  the 
Negro  people,  and  their  leaders,  have  been  increasingly  enabled  to  adopt  a  BOt« 
independent  stand  in  the  struggle  for  equality. 

This  has  awakened  important  progressive  currents  in  the  organizational  life 
of  the  Negro  people  --  in  their  religious,  civic,  fraternal  and  political  organ- 
izations. This  is  reflected  both  in  struggle  on  issues  of  urgent  moment  to  the 
Negro  people,  such  as  housing,  jobs,  school  Integration,  police  brutality,  and 
others.  The  Montgomery  bus  boycott  and  the  movenent  flowing  from  it,  the  school 
struggles  in  the  South  and  in  many  Northern  communities  as  well,  are  examples  of 
this.  It  is  also  revealed  in  a  growing  development  of  united  Independent  polit- 
ical action,  as  witnessed  in  Earlem,  Memphis,  Chicago,  San  Antonio  and  other  areas. 
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All  Negro  organizations  reflect  this  developnent  In  the  heightened  effect- 
iveness of  their  contributions  to  the  common  goal  of  Negro  freedom.  Fraternal 
groups,  women's  organizations,  social  organizations  and  others  have  Increased 
their  Independent  social  action  programs  and  their  service  to  the  cause  of  Negro 
unity  for  freedom.    Of  particular  moment  has  been  the  notable  expansion  of  the 
role  of  the  Negro  church  and  many  of  Its  leaders  in  mobilizing  the  Negro  commun- 
ity against  various  manifestations  of  social  Injustice. 

Among  these  Institutions  the  NAACP  remains.  In  terms  of  size  and  Influence, 
the  major  organization  of  the  Negro  people's  movement  wholly  dedicated  to  the 
fight  for  full  freedom.    It  reflects  within  Itself  the  major  harmonies  and  contre- 
dlctlons  of  the  present  level  of  the  Negro  freedom  movement.    It  deserves  the  con- 
tinuing support  and  attention  of  all  progressive  forces.    Nonetheless  construct- 
ive criticism  must  be  made  whenever  necessary.    The  Negro  movement  Is  moving  to 
higher  norms  of  unity.    Especially  Is  this  noticeable  In  the  political  crena. 
Notwithstanding  the  growing  unity  of  the  Negro  movement,  there  are  conflicting 
views,  tactics,  etc.    What  is  decisive  is  that  no  approach,  no  tactic  Is  likely 
to  succeed  unless  rooted  in  a  strategic  concept  based  on  reality.    And  that  con- 
cept must  bo  one  of  mass  action  of  the  Negro  people,  in  alliance  with  labor  and 
all  other  pro-democratic  forces  both  at  home  and  on  a  world  scale.  Communists 
must  always  stand  in  the  forefront  of  building  unity  among  the  Negro  people.  But 
at  no  time  do  we  surrender  our  ideological  viewpoint.    In  this  connection  we 
should  avoid  two  dangers.    On  the  one  hand,  ideological  agreement  Is  not  a  condi- 
tion for  unity  in  action.    On  the  other,  while  participating  In  united  progressive 
action,  we  retain  our  ideological  Independence . 


Throughout  its  history  the  Communist  Party  has  been  a  proud  participant  in 
the  struggles  of  the  Negro  people  for  freedom,  equality  and  Justice.    The  Negro 
people,  like  all  oppressed  peoples  and  classes,  are  burdened  by  the  yoke  of  re- 
action, plundered  by  capitalists,  or  under  the  heel  of  Imperialist  domination. 
Increasingly  they  will  become  aware  that  their  most  cherished  aspirations  and 
needs  are  reflected  in  the  program  of  the  Communists,  in  their  science  of  social 
emancipation,  Marzism-Leninism,  and  in  their  noble  goal  of  replacing  the  reign  of 
capitalists  by  a  new  social  order.    That  social  order--3oclallsm  and  communlsm-- 
which  promises  a  truly  Just  society  without  exploiting  classes,  a  society  of 
material  abundance  and  cultural  richness  equally  accessible  to  all. 

Communists  are  expected  to  take  their  place  In  the  front  ranks  of  the  fight- 
ers for  the  rights  of  the  Negro  people  against  their  oppressors  and  racist  de- 
famsrs.    The  struggle  for  Negro  rights  requires  a  continuous  and  effective 
ideological  campaign  against  racism,  against  every  manifestation  of  "white 
supremacy"  thinking  and  big  nation  chauvinism.    It  has  been  and  renalns  the  duty 
of  Communists  to  patiently  and  persistently  point  out  to  the  workers  that  anti- 
Negro  racism  is  the  ideology  of  the  ruling  class,  that  Its  purpose  and  effect 
is  to  wring  superprofits  out  of  the  sweat  of  the  doubly  exploited  Negro  workers 
and  to  frustrate  the  demands  of  the  trade  unions  and  all  workers  for  a  greater 
share  of  their  production.    It  has  been  and  remeins  our  duty  to  point  out,  with, 
out  ceasing,  that  the  racist  denial  of  political  and  social  rights  to  the  Negro 
people  of  the  South  is  the  shield  behind  which  the  Dlxlecrat -minded  capital- 
ists restrict  the  exercise  of  democratic  rights  by  all  Southerners  and  sustain 
the  reactionary  rule  of  monopoly  In  the  country  as  a  whole . 

Particularly  in  light  of  the  upsurge  for  colonial  Independence  In  the  East, 
in  light  of  the  historic  achievements  ofthe  Chinese  People's  Republic,  the 
emergence  of  India  as  a  potent  world  fact,  the  etmning  of  the  whole  African 
continent  against  centuries-old  shackles,  it  is  our  responsibility  to  convince 
all  sections  of  the  Anerlcan  masses  that  the  cause  of  Negro  freedom  serves  the 
cause  of  world  peace. 

Many  among  the  staunchest  and  most  farseeing  eons  and  daughters  of  the 
Negro  people  join  the  Communist  Party.    The  Conmunlst  Party  Is  the  vanguard  of 
the  working  class  and  the  Negro  people's  freedom  movements.     It  Is  the  Party 
of  Negro  and  white  unity  in  the  struggle  for  equality,  social  Justice  and 
world  peace.    The  Communist  is  one  with  the  people.    Whether  on  the  Job,  In 
the  neighborhood  or  in  a  particular  organization,  the  Communiat  seeks  to  help 
the  people  in  their  strivings  to  better  their  conditions.    He  belpa  the  people 
to  recognize  and  support  those  policies  and  programs  which  truly  advance  and 
serve  their  interests,  and  to  fight  most  effectively  against  those  programs, 
conditions  and  forces  which  harm  the  people  and  hold  back  their  progress. 

The  Communist  has  no  interest  alien  to  the  best  Interests  of  the  people. 
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Their  aeplratlona  for  "life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happlnoae"  are  his 
deepest  commitment. 

The  source  of  the  Communist's  strength  is  In  his  membership  in  the  Commun- 
ist Party.    Here  he  equips  himself  with  the  generalized  experience  of  all  who 
serve  In  good  causes,  of  those  who  struggle  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  on  a 
thousand  fronts.    He  studies  the  laws  of  social  development  and  change  In  order 
to  serve  the  people  better.    He  seeks  to  masterthe  science  of  Manlsm-LenlnlaB. 
He  exchanges  experiences  with  his  comrades  and  deepens  hie  understanding  of 
the  problems  of  our  tines  and  how  best  to  assist  the  people  In  working  for 
their  solution. 

Early  In  Its  formative  years  the  Communist  Party  put  forward  a  program 
for  the  full  economic,  political  and  social  equality  of  the  Hegro  people.  It 
was  the  first  political  party  In  the  United  States  to  do  so.    This  demand 
sloganizes  Its  program  today. 

rrn  Withdrawal  of  the  Slogan  of  Self -Determination 

In  1930  the  Communist  Party  adopted  further  programs  on  the  Negro  question 
In  the  United  States  in  a  pioneering  attempt  to  theorize  and  project  a  principled 
solution  to  that  special  feature  of  Negro  life  --  the  opproesion  of  the  plAnta- 
tion-bound  masses  of  Kegroes  in  the  so-called  Black  Belt  area  of  the  deep  South. 

Nevertheless,  this  particular  program  for  the  solution  of  the  Hegro  ques- 
tion in  the  U.S.  was  revealed  to  be  an  Incorrect  orientation  by  the  course  of 
the  development  in  the  country  and  within  the  Negro  people's  movement.  Life 
experience  and  greater  knowledge  of  the  question  have  exposed  its  deficiencies  and 
for  this  reason  ti-ie  "self -determination"  projection  and  program  for  the  solu- 
tion of  the  Negro  question  In  the  U.  S.  is  now  discarded.     (See  National  Commit- 
tee Document  February  1959:  Theoretical  Aspects  of  the  Negro  Question.)  Our 
Party's  view  and  policy  in  respect  to  the  solution  of  the  Negro  question  in  the 
U.  S.  is  to  secure  to  the  Negro  people  with  all  speed  the  complete  realization 
of  eenulnely  equal  economic,  political  and  social  status  with  all  other  Aner- 
Ican  citizens. 

Such  an  objective  can  only  be  realized  through  intensive  struggle  of  a  mass 
action  character  spearheaded  by  the  united  mess  action  of  the  Negro  people  them- 
selves and  Joined  In  by  the  labor  movemsnt  and  all  democratic,  progressive  and 
anti-monopoly  and  anti-Dlxiecrat  forces  in  general. 

The  Communist  Party  declares  that  the  njaln  unrealized  task  of  bourgeois 
(capitalist)  democracy  in  the  United  States  is  revealed  in  the  special  oppres- 
sion of  the  Negro  people. 

There  is  no  national  task  of  greater  moment  for  all  tfe  forces  of  social  pro- 
gress of  our  nation  than  that  of  Joining  into  the  struggle  for  securing  the  full 
and  equal  economic,  political  and  social  rights  of  the  Negro  people.  The  accu- 
mulation of  this  objective  In  the  coming  period  would  have  the  most  salutory  ef- 
fect upon  the  development  of  the  whole  front  of  social  progress  In  our  country. 
Victory  on  this  sector  would  open  the  way  to  rapid  developments  along  the  whole 
front  for  radical  social  advancement  of  the  entire  nation. 

Basic  successes  in  the  struggle  for  the  Negro's  political,  economic  and 
social  equality  and  against  racial  segregation  and  discrimination  are  indlspen-. 
sable  prerequisites  for  the  further  rapid  development  of  working  class  unity, 
working  class  consciousness,  working  class  political  initiative  and  advanced 
working  class-led  people's  anti-monopoly  political  action.    It  will  prepare  the 
way  for  the  extensive  introduction  of  socialist  and  communist  ideology  and  out- 
look into  the  labor  movement. 

A  central  task  of  the  progressive  forces  within  the  Negro  people's  movement 
Is  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  a  recognition  of  the  inseparability  of  the  strug- 
gle for  world  peace  to  the  realization  of  necessary  objective  circumstances 
favorable  to  the  triumph  of  the  cause  of  Negro  freedom.    The  foes  of  world 
peace  and  the  oppressors  of  the  Negro  people  have  a  common  class  root--  monopoly 
capital,  imperialism.    A  common  bond  of  Interest  links  the  fighters  for  peace 
and  the  fighters  for  th^  democratic  rights  of  the  Negro  people. 

The  bonds  of  Negro  oppression  can  and  must  be  shattered.    All  signs  point 
to  an  early  and  triumphant  resolution  of  the  century-old  batle  of  the  Ne^ro 
people  for  full  and  equal  citizenship.    This  in  Itself  will  represent  a  long- 
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oTordue  achlevenBnt  of  great  historic  significance.    In  addition,  by  providing 
the  basis  for  a  higher  unity  of  the  working  class,  it  will  help  pave  the  way 
for  a  socialist  transformation  of  the  national  econoniy.    The  Communist  Party 
will  work  toward  the  attainment  of  this  noble  objective  with  unstinting  effort 
and  unwavering  dedication. 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  20 

RESOLUnOK  ON  THE  I960  EIZCTIONS 

Tbe  new  developnenta  In  our  foreign  policy  symbolltod  by  the  KhrushchoT  Tlait 
have  been  welcomed  by  the  overwhelming  majoelty  of  the  American  people.  They  eup- 
port  the  current  relaxation  of  tenalonB  anfl  have  hopea  that  there  Is  developing  an 
era  of  peaceful  coexistence. 

At  the  eame  tine  the  country  has  wltneseed  a  najor  reactionary  offensive  on  the 
hone  front.    The  86th  Congreee  scuttled  the  rights  of  the  Negro  people,  and  the 
sane  Dlxlecrat -reactionary  Republican  alliance,  aided  by  Important  Northern  Deno- 
crate,  fastened  the  Landrum-Grlff In  Bill  on  the  labor  moveoBnt. 

The  developnent  of  peaceful  coexistence  Is  by  no  means  guaranteed.    In  both 
parties,  powerful  elements  are  trying  to  reverse  this  trend,  or  falling  this,  to 
reduce  It  to  the  bearest  minimum.    It  Is  In  the  people's  most  basic  Interest  that 
all  developments  toward  peace  be  reinforced  and  given  further  Impetus. 

In  both  mejor  parties  there  are  strong  currents  counter  to  the  peace  rtntlBSnte. 
Nelson  Poclcefeller  le  the  high-octane  cold  warrior  of  the  Republicans,  ropreeentlng 
gigantic  combinations  of  oil  and  finance  that  aim  to  abort  the  developing  peace 
movement.    In  the  Democratic  Party,  the  Truman -Ac  he  son  cold-war  lino  continues  to 
permeate  Its  policies. 

Congress  dramatized  these  counter-currents  by  refusal  to  enact  meaningful 
civil  rights  legislation  and  Its  passage  of  anti-labor  legislation.    George  Meanjr, 
AFL-CIO  president,  summarized  our  domestic  problem  when  he  told  an  Urban  League 
banquet  that  the  Dlxlecrats  are  the  common  oneny  of  both  labor  and  the  Negro  people. 

But  labor  must  recognize  that  It  Is  the  cold -war  policy  which  George  Meany  and 
others  support  that  provides  a  bulwark  for  the  Dlxlecrot.O0P  alliance. 

The  fact  le  that  some  big  business  forces  seeing  the  new  turn  In  world  affair* 
are  developing  their  own  economic  program  to  meet  it.  The  essence  of  their  pro- 
gram Is  intensified  exploitation  «t  American  workers  so  that  a  handful  of  monopo- 
olies  can  n&intaln  an  exorbitant  rate  of  profit  despite  the  new  obstacles  and  re- 
etrlctione  and  competitive  challenges  in  the  world  market.  Rather  than  thla  pro- 
gram of  big  business,  labor  and  the  people  must  advance  their  program  for  a  peace- 
time economy  that  will  mean  Jobs  and  higher  living  standards.  The  peace  Issue  In 
the  i960  elections  will  be  strengthened  by  this  program.  Linked  to  this  must  be 
labor's  drive  to  halt  and  reverse  the  reactionary  offensive  In  Congress. 

Th-*  brazen  big  business  conspiracy  to  emasculate  and  destroy  the  trade  unlona 
has  already  had  the  widest  repercussions  In  the  labor  movement.  In  some  quarters 
a  beginning  has  been  made  in  re-evaluating  the  political  role  of  labor.  Moode  of 
resistance  and  struggle  are  growing. 

Labor  contrasts  two  recent  experiences.    The  first  was  a  successful  fight  to 
smash  the  right-to-work  initiatives  in  five  states.    In  this  struggle  labor  devel- 
oped  a  high  degree  of  independence  and  unity  and  fought  back  mllltantly. 

The  second  was  the  passage  of  the  Landium-Grlffin-Kennedy  bill  to  which  the 
AFL-CIO  top  officials  failed  to  organize  effective  resistance. 

Civil  rights  legislation  was  betrayed  by  the  same  Dlxiecr«t-Republlcan  alli- 
ance.   The  President  has  failed  to  extend  and  guarantee  constitutional  protections 

to  the  Negro  people  in  the  South. 

These  rights  and  these  protections  are  basic  to  any  democratic  advance.  The 
Civil  Rights  Commission  has  refcttaended  appointment  of  federal  registrars  through- 
out the  southern  states  to  guarantee  the  Negro  people  the  right  to  vote,  along 
with  others  now  denied  that  right  through  local  restrictive  practices.  Enforce- 
ment of  th-e  lltth  Aitendment  long  used  as  a  shield  by  corporate  monopoly  is  being 
urged  In  behalf  of  civil  rights.    This  amendment  provides  for .the  reduction  of 
the  Congressional  delegation  of  any  state  that  denies  the  right  to  vote  to  Its 
adult  citizens. 

In  New  Deal  days,  the  Dlxlecrat  veto  over  Democratic  presidential  nominations 
was  ellMcated  by  abolishing  the  two-thirds  rule  at  national  conventions.  But 
the  power  of  the  Dlxlecrat  members  of  Congress,  who  through  disenf ranchlsement 
of  the  Negro  voter  guaranteed  themselves  constant  re-election,  expresses  itself 
In  national  politics  through  control  of  Congress,  through  the  seniority  rule  for 
Congressional  committees.    A  measure  vital  to  defeat  of  the  reactionary  alliance 
is  elimination  of  the  seniority  rule  to  end  Dlxlecrat  control  of  the  Congress. 
Smashing  the  usurped  power  of  the  Dlxlecrat  bloc  will  remove  a  major  barrier  to 
the  struggle  for  peace,  democracy,  labor  and  civil  rights. 
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The  ]!baeon  of  the  86th  Congress  le  clear:  To  the  extent  that  labor  and  the 
Negro  people's  movement  further  advance  Independent  political  action,  press  for- 
ward their  own  positions  and  candidates,  to  that  extent  will  tl»y  win  their  de- 
laands  against  the  monopolists  and  their  political  henchmen. 

The  dissatisfaction  of  liberals,  labor  and  the  Negro  people  with  reaction  and 
bosslsm  is  reflected  In  the  Independent  trends  and  groups  In  the  Democratic  Party 
and  Is  based  on  varied  Issues  In  different  localities.  In  Congress  these  are  ex- 
pressed by  the  struggles  of  Senators  Clark,  Macnaiera  and  Proxmlre  against  I^don 
Johnson.  In  New  York,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Herbert  Leiiimn  and  Thomas  Flnletter, 
and  more  successfully.  Congressman  Adam  Clayton  Powell,  conduct  the  fight  against 
Carmen  DeSaplo.  In  California  the  Democratic  club  movement  reflects  grass  roots 
political  organization  and  has  considerable  Influence  In  shaping  policies  and  di- 
recting candidates.  A  similar  form  exists  In  Chicago.  In  Michigan  the  power  of 
labor,  especially  of  the  UAW,  Is  a  decisive  factor. 

The  debate  around  the  role  of  the  liberals  In  the  Democratic  Party  likewise 
reflects  these  dissatisfactions.    Such  forces  as  the  ADA  and  the  Liberal  Party  In 
New  York  are  concerned  by  the  continued  concessions  to  the  Dlxlecrats. 

The  Internal  struggles  and  the  fluid  situation  within  the  Democratic  Party 
can  be  utilized  by  the  forces  of  labor  and  the  Negro  people  to  Influence  Issues 
and  candidates.    What  is  needed  is  unity  and  cohesion,  established  independently 
of  the  old  party  machines.    Movements  In  each  of  these  fields  with  their  own  Im- 
DBdlate  task  will  confront  a  common  enemy--the  alliance  of  Dlxlecrats  and  reaction- 
ary Republicans.    But  they  also  share  an  Important  goal  and  the  prospect  of  vlc- 

In  these  circumstances,  the  central  political  task  confronting  the  labor, 
peace  and  democratic  forces  are: 

1)  To  bring  the  fight  for  peace  up  to  the  pace  densnded  by  current  develop- 
ments In  the  struggle  for  total  disarmament  and  peaceful  coexistence,  it  is  urgent 
to  bring  these  Issues  before  every  community,  church,  labor  union  and  other  org- 
anization of  the  people,  and  to  compel  every  leader  and  specifically  every  office 
holder,  candidate  and  potential  candidate  to  take  a  public  position  on  peace  and 
these  other  vital  Issues. 

While  gtving  priority  to  the  peace  issue,  all  the  people's  needs  must  be 
fought  for  —  wages,  jobs,  labor's  rights,  civil  rights  and  liberties,  social 
security,  housing,  health,  youth  needs,  etc.    How  the  cold  war  and  vast  military 
expenditures  balk  the  people's  social  and  economic  needs  must  be  emphasized.  The 
people  must  understand  that  only  an  end  to  the  cold  war,  radical  reduction  in 
amBments  and  the  full  functioning  of  the  economy  for  peace  can  bring  satisfaction 
of  their  needs. 

2)  On  the  basis  of  the  movements  already  mentioned  and  in  connection  with  the 
election  campaign.  It  is  essential  to  work  for  broad  electoral  unity  to  oppose  t^ 
chief  candidates  of  reaction  and  the  cold  war,  and  to  promote  nomination  and  elec- 
tion of  pro-peace,  pro-labor  and  pro-civil  rights  candidates  at  all  levels.  Such 
candidates  should  Include  trade  unionists  and  representatives  of  the  Negro  people, 
as  well  as  nominees  of  other  minority  groups,  especially  Puerto  Blcan  and  Mexican. 

Labor  and  the  Negro  people  cannot  make  further  progress  on  the  basis  of  the 
present  tiny  representation  from  their  own  ranks  in  the  Congress  and  public  office. 
This  election  must  see  a  substantial  increase  In  labor  and  Negro  candidates  from 
the  primaries  through  the  elections. 

3)  It  Is  imperative  that  the  Dlxlecrats  be  made  a  major  target  of  attack, 
that  they  be  exposed  and  Isolated.  Defeat  of  their  reactionary  Republican  and 
Democratic  party  allies  in  the  North  is  equally  urgent. 

k)    The  Civil  Rights  Commission  has  proposed  a  system  of  federal  registrars 
throughout  the  South.    This  system  must  be  Installed  in  I960  to  guarantee  the 
Negro  people  their  full  rights  to  register  and  to  vote. 

5)    Every  encouragement  and  full  support  must  be  given  labor  proposals  for 
conferences  early  in  I960  on  a  national  and  local  scale  of  labor  and  its  allies. 
These  conferences  can  lead  to  an  independent  position  in  the  elections  and  exert 
powerful  influence  on  the  selection  of  candidates,  the  drafting  of  programs  and 
other  vital  aspects  of  the  election  struggle.    Such  local  and  national  conferences 
called  by  the  Negro  people  and  liberal  and  people's  organizations  getieially  cculd 
further  influence  the  political  parties  in  a  progressive  direction. 
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6)  The  nBjor  party  prlmarlee  win  reflect  these  dleeatlBfactlon  and  progreee- 
Ive  forces  will  contest  the  reactionaries.  Where  reactionary  candidates  have  been 
nominated  by  both  parties,  democratic  and  peace  candidates  on  the  independent  tick- 
et should  be  promoted. 

7)  The  Communist  Party  to  advance  the  unity  of  the  people,  promote  and  clarify 
the  issues  of  the  campaign  and  educate  for  socialism,  will  run  its  own  candidates, 
as  It  did  In  the  Elizabeth  Curley  Flynn  and  Ben  Davis  campaigns  In  New  York  and 
the  Archie  Brown  campaign  In  California.    Where  because  of  undemocratic  election 
laws,  bens  and  undemocratic  restrictions,  it  will  do  eo  In  whatever  way  le  open 
acting  Jointly  with  others. 

It  Is  essential  to  build,  strengthen  and  multiply  the  Independent  electonl 
apparatus  and  organizations  of  labor  (COPE)  not  only  on  shop  av,d  union  baele  but 
particularly  In  the  comnunltles .    Also  among  the  Negro  people  It  Is  essential  to 
promote  the  Independent  political  action  and  organizations  such  as  the  non-partlsao 
Negro  Voters  Association  both  In  the  North  and  South.    It  Is  further  necessary  to 
support  the  struggle  of  the  Begro  people  and  disfranchised  whites  In  the  South  to 
vote  and  It  le  Important  to  launch  a  national  campaign  to  ensure  naxlaum  registra- 
tion, electoral  activity  and  casting  of  voces. 

In  addition  a  fight  should  be  launched  against  the  growing  undemocratic  re- 
Btrlctlons  which  keep  minority  parties  off  the  ballot  and  for  proper  reapportion- 
ment of  representation  and  the  abolition  of  gerrymandered  districts. 

An  Important  condition  for  the  widest  mobilization  of  the  people  In  the  Inter- 
ests of  peace  and  for  a  progressive  outcome  of  the  elections  Is  the  establls>4gent 
of  Joint  action  of  Conmunlsts,  Socialists,  union  militants  and  progressives. 


By  working  along  these  lines,  by  buildings  Its  Independent  strength  and  unit- 
ing all  peace  and  people's  forces,  labor  and  the  democratic  forces  can  oaka  head- 
way m  i960  In  ousting  leading  reactionaries  from  office  and  electing  peace  and 
progressive  candidates.  They  can  be  In  a  strong  position  to  determine  thechar- 
acter  of  the  next  Administration  and  Congress  and  heip  prevent  wavering  and  back- 
sliding of  the  elected  friends  of  labor  and  hasten  the  trend  toward  a  rew  polit- 
ical allgnnent  and  a  mass  people's  party. 

Pecognlzlng  the  dominance  of  Big  Business  over  the  two  major  parties,  we  con- 
stantly advocate  the  necessity  of  a  new,  a  farmer-labor  party.    Such  a  political 
realignment  will  not  be  Just  a  minority  opposition  party  but  one  which  can  win 
the  nBjorlty,  a  new  party  based  on  the  mass  of  labor,  the  farrors,  the  Negro 
people,  and  other  sections  of  the  population  In  which  labor  fulfills  a  leading 
role.    In  the  course  of  all  election  activity  It  le  necessary  to  advance  such  an 
objective  on  the  basis  of  experiences  In  the  elections.    We  do  not^  hovever,  set 
a  bluB  print  and  then  try  to  make  experience  fit  It.    Nor  do  we  advocate  such 
an  objective  In  any  mechanized,  sloganized  way.    We  hold  that  such  an  objective 
gives  perspective  to  Immediate  work  and  must  Increase  participation  In  every 
election  campaign.    We  warn  against  premature  and  adventurist  splits  which  result 
In  Isolation.    All  of  this  must  be  said  in  relation  to  I960  because  we  recognize 
that  the  major  election  campaign,  including  the  Independent  movements,  will  be 
within  the  two-  party  system.    The  election  requires  more  attention  to  the  de- 
"elopment  of  Independent  movements  and  the  many  forms  which  that  Independence 
can  take,  with  special  attention  to  the  Democratic  Party  through  which  the  major 
sections  of  labor  function  In  the  elections. 

These  goals  cannot  be  achieved,  however,  through  the  fomfttlon  of  "independ- 
ent socialist  parties"  such  as  have  been  attempted  In  some  areas.    These  support- 
ed by  some  liberals,  progressives  and  socialist -minded  radicals  and  used  as  a  base 
of  operations  by  sons  Trotskyites  represent  premature,  sterile  movements  which 
can  only  serve  to  isolate  the  Left  from  the  masses  of  labor  and  the  Negro  people. 

It  is  essential  to  educate  thenaeses  of  the  people  in  socialism,  in  the  ac- 
compllstoiBnts  of  the  socialist  countries  and  what  eoclaliem  would  mean  for  the 
U.S.A.  But  such  education  cannot  be  viewed  as  a  task  apart  from  the  struggles 
ofthe  people.  The  main  task  of  the  class  conscious  forces  at  the  present  time 
Is  to  organize  the  uhlty  of  the  widest  masses  of  people  to  struggle  for  their 
most  vital  needs,  above  all  peace,  through  which  struggle  are  created  more 
favorable  conditions  for  wider  socialist  understanding  and  organization  of 
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The  Conmunlst  Party  will  cooperate  with  and  help  stimulate  the  Independent 
political  organization  and  activity  of  labor  and  all  other  democratic  forcee  and 
will  support  and  participate  wherever  possible  in  united  and  democratic  front 
alliances  and  movemsnts.  At  the  same  time  it  will  develop  its  own  Independent 
activity,  help  clarify  issues  and  popularize  its  basic  program  for  an  American 
road  to  socialism. 

The  i960  elections  afford  to  the  Party  and  left  and  progressive  forces  generally 
a  great  opportunity  to  strengthen  their  forces  and  identify  themselves  more  closely 
with  the  mass  currents  and  movements  stirring  our  country. 

The  elections  will  also  enable  the  Party  to  make  a  special  contribution  to  the 
question  which  will  overshadow  the  immediate  issues--  namely,  the  comjjetltlon  of 
the  two  systems,  socialism  and  capitalism.  These  will  be  dlscuasad  and  debated 
and  socialism  will  therefore  be  an  issue  in  the  broadest  sense.  The  Party  will 
bring  the  truth  of  socialism  and  Its  superiority  over  capitalism  to  the  American 
people. 

To  advance  the  cause  of  peace  and  progress,  the  Communist  Party  will  enlist 
support  for  the  following  imnBdlate  program: 

1.  Guarantee  peace  for  our  country  and  the  world  by  outlawing  nuclear  war, 
and  war  as  a  means  of  settling  differences  between  countries.    End  the  cold  war 
and  ettablish  a  policy  of  peaceful  co-existence  with  peaceful  relations,  recogni- 
tion of  and  normal  relations  with  People's  China,  trade  and  friendship  with  all 
nations.    For  total  disarmament  and  cuts  in  the  military  budget.    Start  reduction 
of  taxes  on  Itw .Incomes . 

2.  Defend  the  Constitution  and  restore  the  Bill  of  Sights.    Abolish  ',he  witch- 
hunting  House  Un-American  Activities  Committee  and  t-e  Lenate  Internal  Security 
Committee.    Freedom  for  Henry  Winston,  Robert  Thompson,  Gilbert  Green,  and  all 
other  political  prisoners.  Including  Morton  Sobell,  who  is  now  serving  his  ninth 
year  of  a  brutal  30-year  sentence.    Protect  the  rights  i,f  the  foreign-bom  agjinst 
deportation  and  harassment.    Bepeal  the  Smith  and  McCarran  Act  and  establish  the 
full  legality  of  the  Communist  Party. 

3.  For  equal  rights  and  full  citizenship  of  the  Negro  people.    Abolish  Jim 
Crow  segregation.    Enforce  the  13th,  Ikth  and  15th  amendments.    Enact  civil  rights 
leglsl-itlon  to  establish  these  rights  Imnediately, 

k.    Advance  labor's  right  to  organize,  strike,  to  participate  in  political 
action.    Repeal  the  Taft-Hartley  and  Landrum-Grlff In  laws.    Prohibit  strike- 
breaking by  court  injunction.    Halt  all  Taft-Hartley  prosecutions.  Gua.-ajitee 
the  right  to  a  Job  and  Improved  living  and  working  conditions. 

Adeqauate  compensation  for  all  unemployed  for  the  entire  period  of  unemployment. 
Establish  the  30-hour  week  with  no  reduction  in  pay.    Increase  social  security 
payments . 

5.  Protect  the  rights  of  the  small  farmers  to  their  land  and  their  implements. 
Assure  adequate  Income  through  price  supports.  Provide  credit  and  government  loans 
at  nominal  interest  rates.  Market  farm  surpluses  through  foreign  trade  and  to  feed 
the  hungry  here  and  abroad , 

6.  Aid  small  business  by  tax  relief  and  easy  credit. 

7.  Enact  an  American  Youth  Act  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  youth  for  education, 
recreation,  health,  and  jobs.    For  the  l8-year  old  vote. 

8.  Enact  health,  education,  cultural,  and  housing  programs  to  meet  the 
people's  needs  without  corruption  and  profiteering. 

9.  Establish  public  ownership  and  operation  of  all  atomic  energy  facilities, 
railroads  and  public  utilities. 

10.  Halt  monopoly  profiteering.    Put         tax  burden  on  corporate  wealth  and 
high  personal  Income,  on  tl»  basis  of  taxation  according  to  ability  to  pay. 


#  ##  # 
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DRflFI  RESOLUTION  ON  TRADE  UHIOM  PPOBUMS 


Anti-Labor  Offenelve  and  ReBletance  of  Workere 

A  mounting  strike  movement  le  sweeping  through  America.    The  Intensity  end 
scope  of  the  current  claes  battles  taking  place,  the  tenacity  with  which  the 
workers  are  resisting,  Is  well  shown  In  the  ll6-day  solid  strike  of  the  500,000 
steel  workers.    Their  strike  broken  only  temporarily  by  an  eighty -day  Taft-liartley 
Injunction,  these  workers  are  showing  readiness  to  resume  the  struggle  If  an  ac- 
ceptable agreement  Is  not  reached. 

The  sane  spirit  evident  In  the  steel  Industry,  Is  displayed  by  35,000  copper 
workers  out  on  strike  more  than  four  months;    by  the  striking  Standard  Oil  and 
other  oil  and  chemical  workers;  packinghouse,  Henderson  textile,  and  others  on 
Btrlke  for  months;  by  the  rubber,  East  Coast  longshore,  West  Coast  shipyard.  New 
York  hospital  and  other  tens  of  thousands  who  have  struck  earlier. 

The  strike  movement  continues  to  mount  with  a  million  railroad  workers  pre- 
paring to  strike  If  negotiations  fall,  as  are  many  other  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
workers  In  communication.  New  York  City  transit,  machine  and  electrical,  aircraft 
and  missile  and  In  other  unions  In  line  for  negotiations  in  the  weeks  ahead. 

Not  since  the  strike  movement  Immsdlately  after  World  War  I  or  the  upsurge 
of  the  mld-thirtles,  has  the  American  working  claes  experienced  such  rise  of 
struggles.    The  current  strikes  are  most  often  referred  to  as  "automation  strikes." 
This  Is  because  most  common  to  them  and  most  mllltantly  disputed  are  issues  aris- 
ing out  of  the  present-day  sweep  of  technological  changes.  Including  automation, 
and  the  Immense  casualty  of  Jobs  In  the  process.    The  strikes  are  mass  reelstanoe 
to  the  condemning  of  ollllone  of  workers  to  the  scrapheap,  to  relief  rolls,  to 
pemaoently  depressed  areas  and  ghost  towns,  and  to  a  life  of  permanent  Insecurity. 

The  strikes  are  a  mass  fight-back  against  the  offensive  launched  by  big  busi- 
ness on  the  economic  and  political  fronts.    This  assault  on  unions,  unmatched  since 
the  open  shop  drive  of  the  twenties,  was  long  prepared.    The  campaign  for  "rlght- 
to-work"  laws  In  the  states;  the  three  years  of  Senate  McClellan  Committee  hear- 
ings designed  to  senar  and  discredit  trade  unions  In  general;  the  propaganda  by 
industry  and  government  blaming  wage  Increases  for  Inflationary  prices;  the  agita- 
tion against  unions  as  "monopolies"  and  now  the  use  of  all  the  arts  on  Madison 
Avenue  against  "featherbeddlng"  and  so-called  "manageroont 's  right  to  manage"  -- 
these  are  all  stages  of  the  antl-unlon  campaign.    These  unlon-bustlng  forces  hav» 
■cored  a  major  success  with  enactment  of  the  Landrum-Grlf fin -Kennedy  Law  through 
wbich,  for  the  first  tlms,  the  trade  unions  come  under  a  fully-rounded  government 
control  and  regulation  system.    Moreover  the  law  gives  the  employers  new  weapons 
to  limit  the  strike  and  boycott  and  the  right  of  unions  to  organize,  bargain,  and 
assist  each  other  in  strikes. 

The  plan  of  attack  calls  for  additional  anti-labor  "killer"  legislation,  euch 
as  applying  anti-trust  laws  to  unions,  outlawing  Industry-wide  bargaining,  banning 
strikes  in  transporatlon  industries,  prohibiting  use  of  any  funds  for  political 
activity,  a  national  "right -to-work"  law,  and  compulsory  arbitration  in  major  ind- 
ustries. 

The  strike  movement  has  reached  a  high  level  of  Intensity  because  Big  Busi- 
ness, led  by  the  steel  corporations,  have  carried  their  attack  to  an  assault  o» 
the  most  vital  elemsnt  of  union  protection  —  the  work  rules  and  rights  that  give 
the  workers  at  least  a  minimum  of  protection  against  Insecurity,  inhuman  spaed-up 
and  exploitation  under  capitalism.    Big  Business,  hypocritically  crying  for  the 
"right  to  manage"  alms  to  wipe  out  all  such  protective  clauses  and  rules  to  weaken 
and  eventually  smash  unions,  and  to  clear  the  road  for  new  technological  changes 
at  the  expense  of  the  workers. 

As  yet  the  workers  are  in  the  main  limited  in  their  current  strikes  to  a 
defense  of  soma  of  their  long  established  rules  and  conditions,  as  protection 
against  the  encroachment  of  automation.    But  the  unity  and  determination  displayed 
by  the  steel  workers  and  others  have  already  registered  deeply  In  the  conscious- 
ness of  the  labor  movement.    TJJe  persistence  of  the  struggle  and  Its  widened  scope, 
can,  if  properly  led,  extend  the  current  strike  movement  to  an  offensive  character 
—  to  a  fight  for  more  basic  objectives,  like  the  shorter  work  week  already  en- 
dorsed by  most  unions  and  other  demands  to  meet  the  new  technology  and  the  new 
attacks . 

Moreover,  the  attack  of  Big  Business  upon  the  trade  unions  goes  hand-in-hand 
with  the  general  drive  of  reaction  against  the  connon  people,  spurred  primarily 
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by  the  most  rabid  pro-coldvar  forceo  of  the  country,  to  foist  an  austerity  era 
upon  America.    By  austerity.  Big  Bualness  means  higher  taxes  and  other  belt  - 
tightening  sacrifices  by  the  common  people.    The  monopolies  of  America  are  beset 
by  increasing  contradictions  in  the  world  as  Increasing  numbers  abroad  revolt 
against  Wall  Street  domination;  as  the  progress  of  the  billion  people  In  the 
socialist  countries  becomes  more  known  to  the  peoples  under  capitalism;  as  more 
colonial  peoples  gain  their  freedom,  and  as  within  our  country  there  is  a  "post- 
MoCarthylte"  awakening  among  the  people.    These  monopolies  seek  to  shift  the 
burden  of  their  difficulties.  Including  the  heavy  armament  load,  on  to  the  backs 
of  workers,  farmers,  the  Negro  and  other  small-lncomed  people.    That  was  the  es- 
sence of  the  program  outlined  by  Governor  Nelson  Bockefeller  at  the  Economic 
Club  and  by  other  monopolists  at  the  recent  Congress  of  Industry  of  the  NAM  and 
other  Big  Business-run  organizations.    Some  sections  of  Big  Business  seek  to 
pump  more  vigor  into  their  sagging  coldwar  drive  by  shouting  such  austerity  is 
needed  to  "neet  the  Soviet  challenge."    They  hope  to  hide  the  fact  that  in  the 
Soviet  Union  living  standards  are  constantly  rising. 

The  sharp  struggles,  especially  in  steel,  and  the  offensive  of  capital 
refute  dramatically  and  forcefully,  the  class  collaboration  theories  of  top 
AFL-CIO  leaders.    They  turn  to  nonsense  the  "mutual  trusteeship"  idea  of  David 
J.  McDonald,  the  "non-aggression  agreement"  with  Big  Business  put  forward  by 
George  Meany,  the  "common  denominators"  between  labor  and  capital  sought  by 
Walter  Heuther  and  claims  by  these  leaders  that  there  is  no  class  struggle  in 
America.    Moreover,  the  attack  of  Big  Business  upon  the  key  and  powerful  steel 
union,  has  alarmed  the  trade  unionists  of  the  entire  country  and  aroused  on  a 
general  scale  a  greater  spirit  of  unity  and  vigor  and  to  some  degree  even  claea 
coneciousnesa  to  resist  the  offensive  of  capital.    The  developing  struggle  la 
also  Identifying  to  the  people  their  common  enemy  —  the  aame  enemy  of  workera, 
of  the  family  farmer,  of  the  Negro  people,  the  Puerto  Elcan,  Mexican-American 
and  other  groups  suffering  discrimination  and  superexploltation .    Thus,  in  the 
process  of  the  developing  movement,  the  struggle  of  labor  will  Increasingly 
merge  with  the  struggle  of  the  Negro  people  and  other  groups  for  full  righta  as 
citizens  and  of  the  people  on  the  farms  whose  purchasing  power  has  reached  a  new 

The  current  strike  movement  is  the  moat  aignlflcant  fight-back  development 
aince  the  labor  movement,  in  the  main,  was  taken  by  its  leadership  on  the  road 
of  accomodation  to  coldwar  policies,  and  even  acceptance  of  the  McCarthyism  that 
the  cold  war  came  with.    It  is  the  first  important  break  In  more  than  a  decade 
of  stagnation  and  defeats. 

We  Communlata  meet  at  a  moment  when  the  labor  movement  haa.  Indeed,  come 
to  a  croaaroada.    Which  course  for  labor  --  the  one  that  leads  to  new  vitality 
and  the  passing  over  from  a  defensive  position  to  an  offensive  for  new  goals  and 
major  advances?    Or  the  course  that  leads  labor  further  down  the  road  to  in- 
effectiveness and  retreat?    That  la  the  question  that  today  faces  the  labor 
movement  in  face  -of  clear  evidence  that  the  workers  are  willing  to  fight  and 
march  forward. 

That  is  the  question  that  thinking  trade  unionists  and  union  leaders  are 
today  pondering  in  the  ranks  of  unions  under  pressure  of  widespread  dissatis- 
faction among  the  rank  and  file  and  a  recognition  by  ever-rising  numbers  that 
new  answers  are  needed  for  the  questions  and  problems  facing  labor  In  the  present 
period.    This  questioning  of  old  policies  and  re -examination  of  issues  in  quest 
for  better  answers  Is  stimulating  a  powerful  force  for  a  new  progressive  trend 
In  the  labor  movement.    It  is  a  challenge  not  alone  to  the  old  guard  conserv- 
atism among  trade  union  leaders;  it  is  no  leas  a  challenge  to  the  Communists  and 
all  other  progressives  and  militants  in  the  trade  unions.    How  to  stimulate  tbls 
quest  for  new  anawera;  how  to  encourage  it  Into  developing  as  a  fighting  movBnBnt 
for  progress  —  that's  the  big  problem  facing  the  active  progressives  of  labor, 
and  especially  the  Communists,  to  whom  many  rightfully  look  for  initiative. 

It  is  with  that  challenge  and  problem  that  the  Communist  Party  concerns 
Itself  in  this  resolution. 


The  Situation  in  the  Labor  Movement 

The  ateel  and  other  strikes;  the  new  vigor  and  stature  of  the  Negro  trade 
unionists  in  the  struggle  for  conditlona  and  for  equal  rights;  the  pressure  for 
greater  political  Independence  in  labor  ranks;  the  g.-owlng  demand  for  all-lnclua- 
Ive  working  class  unity;  the  pressures  for  a  real  peace  policy  in  many  quarters 
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—  all  these  trende  are  Influences  for  a  new  forward-looking  course.  Those 
trends  are  Influences  for  a  new  forward-looking  course.    These  trends  are  devel- 
oping in  spite  of  the  hard-cruet  of  old  discredited  policies  and  bureaucratic, 
Institutionalized  union  machinery  through  which  they  must  break  through. 

SonB  of  the  top  leaders,  above  all  Meany,  laid  the  labor  movement  open  to 
the  Landrum-Grif fin -Kennedy  Law  by  collaborating  with  the  McClellan  Committee  and, 
in  fact.  Initiating  through  "friendly"  Senator  Kennedy  a  "moderate  labor  reform" 
bill  which  opened  the  floodgates  of  reaction  In  Congress.    The  end  result  was  a 
measure  termed  by  even  the  leaders  of  labor,  the  worst  antl -labor  law  since  Taft- 
Hartley.    But  even  after  the  law  was  enacted,  many  labor  leaders  promptly  decided 
to  "live  with"  the  new  law  and  accomodate  themselves  to  It  as  they  did  to  Taft- 
Hartley  wlt'iout  appreciable  resistance. 

In  face  of  the  Intense  struggle  and  clear  evidence  that  big  business  la  on 
tl*  warpath  against  labor,  George  Meany  revived  the  Idea  of  an  overall  "capital- 
labor"  agreement  to  eliminate  strikes  that  he  unsuccessfully  advanced  four  years 
ago.    Within  the  current  framework,  the  Meany  proposal  can  have  no  other  effect 
but  to  hold  back  the  resisting  workers.    The  fact  that  Meany  called  for  such 
capital -labor  unity  to  revitalize  the  coldwar  policy,  makes  his  proposal  all  the 
more  ominous.    Moreover,  Just  as  the  proposal  for  a  "moderate  reform"  bill  helped 
to  enact  the  antl-unlon  Landrum-Grlff In-Kennedy  law,  so  this  proposal  of  Meanj 
paves  the  way  for  the  projected  antl-strlke  bills. 

Meany 's  outburst  In  the  manner  of  a  racist,  at  A.  Phillip  Randolph  at  the 
San  Francisco  convention  of  the  APX-CIO:    the  effort  of  some  top  A?L-CIO  leaders 
to  build  up  Senator  Kennedy,  the  original  "reform"  bill  author,  as  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency;  the  continuance  of  craft  versus  Industrial  union  struggles 
among  some  leaders  of  unions  when  unity  Is  needed  to  organize  the  70  percent  still 
unorganized;  the  refusal  of  the  leaders  of  labor  to  open  the  way  for  contacts  with 
unions  of  socialist  lands  In  face  of  a  breakdown  of  walls  In  most  other  spheres  — 
all  these  attitudes  are  the  old  policy  of  refusal  to  recognize  the  realities  and 
the  great  changes  that  have  come  about  In  the  United  States  and  In  the  world. 

The  background  to  the  harmful  policies  of  nsny  In  top  AFL-CIO  officialdom  Is 
the  history  of  the  past  12  years,  beginning  with  their  acceptance  of  Wall  Street's 
coldwar  policies.    This  brought  a  new  and  a  more  reactionary  content  Into  the  tra- 
ditional class  collaboratlonlsm  of  these  leaders.    In  taking  this  course,  these 
leaders  based  themselves  on  the  concept  that  It  will  bring  easy  concessions  to  the 
labor  movement,  greater  "respectability"  and  a  "permanent  prosperity"  propped  up 
by  unending  and  rising  expenditures  for  armaments  and  maintenance  of  military 
bases  In  all  comers  of  the  world.    This  course  brought  n«ny  of  the  labor  leaders 
to  a  common  ground  with  the  outstanding  warmongers,  war  profiteers  and  notorious 


To  prove  to  employers  that  they  were  "dependable"  and  "responsible"  leaders 
who  could  check  the  militancy  of  the  rank  and  file,  many  of  these  leaders  Joined 
In  the  McCarthyite  Un-American  campaign  to  drive  out  of  the  trade  unions  Commun- 
ists and  other  militant  non -conforming  trad-5  unionists  under  the  guise  of  safe- 
guarding unions  from  Communist  control.  Thus  In  19'*9  the  CIO  leaders  expelled 
unions  with  a  fourth  of  CIO  membership  who  were  among  the  most  militant  forces 
in  the  American  trade  union  movement. 

The  consequence  of  this  coldwar  course  are  well  known.    It  led  to  confom*nce 
vlth  the  Taft-Hartley  Law,  and  virtual  abandonment  of  efforts  to  repeal  It.  It 
led  to  a  weakening  of  the  labor-Negro  alliance  that  could  be  built  only  on  the 
basis  of  a  real  cleanup  of  Jlmcrow  practices  Inside  labor.    It  led  to  a  halt  of 
organizing  efforts  In  the  South  and  almost  everywhere  else.    It  led  to  alienation 
of  labor  from  substantial  sectors  of  the  population  that  have  been  moving  towards 
a  peace  policy.    It  led  to  the  fostering  of  a  virulent  antl-Sovletlsm  that  cul- 
minated In  the  shameful  spectacle  of  labor  leaders.  In  contrast  to  most  other 
sectors  of  the  population,  displaying  a  rudeness  to  visiting  Niklta  Khrushchay. 
It  led  to  a  decline  of  trade  union  democracy  and  an  entrenchment  of  corrupt  in- 
fluences in  some  sections  of  the  labor  movement,  while  all  attention  was  given 
to  an  alleged  "Communist  menace."    It  led  to  more  than  a  decade  of  stagnation 
in  the  labor  movement. 

A  lerlous  consequence  of  those  top  leadership  policies,  that  proved  very 
harmful  to  all  labor,  has  been  a  weakening  of  the  influence  and  activity  of  pro- 
gressive influence  within  the  labor  movement  as  a  whole .    The  effect  was  a  weaken- 
ing of  the  positive  influence  provressives  traditionally  have  upon  the  labor  move- 
ment.   This  also  narrowed  the  character  and  perspective  of  ths  trade  union  move- 
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nsnt.    This  weakaned  the  challenge  to  buelneae  unlonlam  practices  and  tl*  racket- 
eorlng  practices.  Initiated  and  Inspired  by  employers,  that  it  breeds.  Weakened 
also  because  of  this  decline  of  progressive  Influence,  was  the  vigilance  against 
trading  off  of  working  conditions,  speed-up  practices,  and  violation  of  other 
vital  Interests  of  the  workers. 

Today  It  Is  not  only  the  progressives  on  the  left  who  realize  that  the  rosy 
perspective  envisioned  by  many  labor  leaders  on  the  basis  of  the  cold  war  was  a 
sham.    Many  thousands  now  recognize  It.    It  did  not  bring  any  of  the  promised 
results.    Three  recessions,  with  a  fourth  predicted  by  I961,  proved  that  there 
can  be  no  pemanent  prosperity  under  capitalism,  even  with  huge  expenditures  for 
annamontB.    The  real  effect  of  that  policy  of  "class  partnership"  for  the  cold 
war  was  to  ejcpose  the  labor  movement  to  the  present  fierce  offensive  by  Big  Busi- 
ness.   It  Is  precisely  this  weakening  of  the  trade  union  moveioBnt  and  "flabblnoss" 
(as  Beuther  called  it)  that  encouraged  the  foes  of  labor  to  launch  their  offensive. 
But  the  steel  strike  and  other  strikes  have  shown  that  the  workers  are  not  "flabby" 
and  that  the  trade  union  movement  possesses  the  potential  power  which,  if  properly 
iBoblllzed  and  directed,  can  defeat  the  offensive  of  big  business. 

The  past  decade  was  not,  however,  all  negative.  There  were  soms  notable  and 
militant  strikes  In  that  period  (Harvester,  Westinghouse,  coal  miners  and  three 
steel  strikes,  etc.)  The  "right  to  work"  campaign  of  the  employers  met  stiff  and 
successful  resistance  In  many  areas,  notably  in  California,  Washington  and  Ohio. 
Some  leaders,  usually  at  lower  levels,  took  a  progressive  position  on  certain  is- 
euea  or  In  some  struggles.    There  were  soms  notable  manifestations  of  unemployed. 

The  AFL-CIO  merger  of  1955  was  also  a  positive  development,  reflecting  a 
growing  pressure  In  union  ranks  for  an  upward  swing,  for  organization  of  the 
unorganized,  for  an  end  of  Inter-union  strife,  for  more  effective  political 
action,  and,  above  all,  for  a  unification  of  strength  and  preparation  for  the 
oncoming  offensive  of  capital  that  was  already  taking  shape. 

Iftjfortunately,  the  many  good  decisions  and  promises  of  the  merger  convention 
hardly  wont  beyond  the  stage  of  resolutions.    Like  most  of  the  objectives  of  the 
labor  movement  In  the  past  decade,  those  decisions  were  blocked  by  coldwar  and 
"class  partnership"  considerations.    The  employers,  on  the  other  hand,  wore 
spurred  by  the  merger  to  work  all  the  more  vigorously  for  their  drive  against 
what  they  called  the  "labor  monopoly." 


The  Be-emergenee  of  Progressive  Currents 

In  the  recent  period 'there  has  developed  a  growing  dissatisfaction  and  rest- 
lessness In  the  ranks  of  the  working  people.    These  are  arising  from  the  ever- 
sharpening  pressures  and  eiploltatlon  by  the  munopolists,  and  from  the  failure  of 
labor's  leadership  to  cope  with  the  key  problems  and  challenges  confronting  the 
workers .    There  Is  a  mounting  demand  for  fresh  answers  to  such  problems.  There 
Is,  In  particular,  a  growing  dissatisfaction  arising  from  the  failure  to  deal 
adequately  with  problems  of  automation,  organization,  unemployment,  speedup, 
anti-Negro  discrimination,  union  democracy.  Independent  political  action,  peace 
and  other  Issues. 

The  working  people  and  their  more  militant  leaders  are  becoming  increasingly 
aware  of  the  efforts  of  monopolists  to  resolve  their  problems  at  the  expense  of 
the  workers.    The  demand  Is  therefore  arising  that  the  problems  of  automation, 
high  taxes,  inflation  and  competition  must  be  met  at  the  expense  of  the  huge 
profits  of  these  monopolists, and  not  at  the  expense  of  the  working  people. 

It  Is  becoming  increasingly  evident  to  an  ever  larger  number  of  trade  union- 
ists that  the  labor  movement  cannot  advance,  but  will  instead  continue  to  stag- 
nage  and  retreat  if  It  continues  to  pursue  the  policies  and  philosophy  personi- 
fied by  George  Msany. 

This  realization  is  giving  forth  some  new  progressive  currents  in  trade 
union  ranks  for  departure  from  "official"  policy  on  one  or  more  Important  issues. 
Some  of  these  currents  are  stirring  beneath  the  surface.    Others  find  more  open 
expression.    They  are  evident  In  the  rank  and  file  movements  in  the  struggle  for 
shop  conditions,  often  through  'Vildcat"  strikes;  in  the  dues  protest  movement 
In  steolj  In  the  broad  and  effective  solidarity  movement  in  support  of  the  mili- 
tant Bow  York  hospital  strike;  In  the  expressions  from  some  leaders  for  greater 
Independence  by  labor  in  the  political  field,  some  even  calling  for  action  or 
discussion  of  a  third  or  labor  party. 
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other  8uch  expreaelons  are  the  sharp  crltiolsm  of  the  effort  by  sone  top 
leaders  to  build  up  Kennedy  as  a  friend  of  labor;  th©  movement  for  the  Impressive 
New  York  City  Labor  Bay  parade;  Randolph's  bold  demand  at  the  recent  AFL-CIO  con- 
vention for  prompt  and  effective  action  to  end  racist  discrimination  In  unions, 
and  the  strong  indignation  against  Meany's  abuse  of  Randolph;  the  movement  for 
Negroes  In  top  union  office;  the  pressure  for  mass  activity  at  the  grasa-roots 
level  to  combat  anti-labor  legislation,  and  for  the  building  of  an  all-year  round 
labor  political  action  machinery  from  the  precinct  level  up  and  for  labor  candi- 
dates.   Then  there  were  a  number  of  trade  union  expressions  away  from  cold  war 
policy  and  closer  to  a  peace  position,  as  In  part  of  the  auto  union's  foreign 
affairs  convention  resolution. 

Hitherto  these  currents  have  come  to  light  In  struggles  mostly  on  individual 
Issues.    They  have  not  as  yet  taken  the  form  of  movements  embracing  a  progreeslvo 
position  In  a  fully  rounded  out  program.    Moreover,  the  effect  of  these  trends 
have  so  far  remained  limited  In  top  leadership  ranks.    The  present  anti-labor 
offensive,  however,  and  the  sad  turn  of  the  partial  1958  election  victory,  ars 
driving  home  a  costly  lesson  among  many  that  are  bound  to  stimulate  fresh  thinking 
and  strength  for  a  renewed  progressive  trend. 

All  such  thrusts  In  a  progressive  direction  should  bo  singled  out  aa  examplBe 
that  could  advance  the  entire  struggle.    All  progressive  tendencies  among  the 
rank  and  file  and  among  leaders,  should  be  welcomed,  encouraged  and  further  devel- 
oped for  the  purpose  of  promoting  progressive  action  and  class  struggle  policies 
and  cementing  greater  unity  and  solidarity  within  the  labor  movement. 

The  necessity  of  struggle  Imposed  by  the  current  offensive,  the  mllltance 
of  the  rank  and  file,  and  the  development  of  progressive  trends  are  bound  to  have 
their  effect  on  some  of  the  present  labor  leadership,  which  can  by  no  means  be  re- 
garded as  an  unchangeable  reactionary  bloc. 

Thus  there  Is  a  realistic  possibility  for  the  emergence  before  long  of  a  ouch 
broader  base  for  progressive  policies  and  democracy  within  the  trade  union  move- 
ment —  a  trend  that  could  be  strong  enough  to  appreciably  Influence  tjjo  unions 
to  a  new  and  higher  stage  of  straggle  against  the  monopoly  Interests  and  their 
political  power  In  our  country. 


The  need  for  a  rpunter-Of fenslve  of  Ubor 

Organized  labor  cannot  content  itself  with  mare  defense  against  the  growing 
torrent  of  blows  rained  upon  it.  On  the  contrary.  If  It  Is  to  defeat  these  and 
move  forward  it  must  launch  a  counter-offensive  —  a  crusade  for  advancement  of 
the  well-being  of  our  country's  working  people. 

Such  a  crusade  can  succeed  If  It  Is  based  on  united  action  of  the  entire 
trade  union  movement,  including  the  Teamsters'  union  and  the  Independent  unions, 
as  well  as  greater  unity  of  action  within  the  AFL-CIO  itself.    It  precludes  demor- 
alizing jurisdictional  disputes  and  raiding.    It  demands  broad  rank-and-file  port- 
icipatlon  in  democratic  unions,  unity  of  all  regardless  of  political  beliefs,  and 
the  inclusion  of  Communist  and  other  militant  class-conscious  trade  unionists 
whose  dedication  to  the  interests  of  the  working  people  ^-aa  been  proven  to  be  an 
essential  factor  In  organizing  the  unorganized  and  in  waging  effective  struggle 
against  labor's  enemy.    Such  a  crusade,  above  all,  must  be  based  on  a  higher  level 
of  Negro-white  unity. 

A  counter-offensive  of  labor  will  necessarily  embrace  the  problems  of  automa- 
tion, peace  and  disarmament,  Negro  rights,  organization  of  the  unorganized.  Inde- 
pendent political  action,  democratic  rights,  and  international  trade  union  solid- 
arity. 

1.    Automation  and  a  Fight  for  Jobs  and  Security 


Automation  and  the  use  of  atomic  energy  are  ushering  In  great  possibilities 
for  new  industrial  progress.  The  advances  of  science  and  technology  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  people  should  Indeed  be  something  to  cheer  about. 

But  when  science  and  new  technology  are  In  the  hands  of  Big  Business,  whose 
interest  is  not  the  welfare  of  the  people  but  only  the  lust  for  maximum  profits, 
then  this  great  achievement  turns  into  Its  very  opposite.  Automation,  added  to 
already  unused  productive  capacity,  creates  still  moi-o  unused  capacity  and  unem- 
ployment, and  a  permanent  army  of  unemployed  even  during  an  economic  uptrend. 
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Ltfe,  especially  the  example  of  the  Soviet  Union,  has  now  brought  forth  aaple 
proof  that  only  the  social  system  of  socialism  can  give  the  people  the  aeixlmum 
benefits  from  automation  and  other  technological  advances. 

But  American  workers  are  faced  with  a  growing  problem  of  Insecurity  and  nsss 
uaeiBploynent,  mounting  even  In  periods  of  economic  uptrend.    The  displacement  of 
workers  by  automation  and  other  technological  advances  Is  adding  to  the  Industrial 
reserve  army  at  a  growing  pace.    Along  with  this,  the  shifting  of  plants  gives 
rise  to  a  growing  number  of  "distressed  areas"  and  "ghost  towns"  of  chronic  mase 
Joblessness.    Automation  la  being  used  as  a  means  to  Increase  speed-up,  destroy 
skills,  Increase  the  work -load  and  cut  wages. 

The  fight  for  the  shorter  workweek  has  therefore  become  the  No.  1  economic 
objective  In  the  fight  for  Jobs  and  security.    A  cut  In  the  week  can, no  more  than 
any  other  measure,  be  a  fundamental  solution  of  job  security .under  capitalism. 
But  It  Is  at  least  a  significant  measure  of  protection  against  the  steady  trend 
of  throwing  workers  on  the  scrapheap. 

Other  demands  are  also  called  for,  such  as  the  establishment  of  "automation 
funds"  by  employers  to  be  used  for  retaining  of  workers,  severance  pay  and  other 
such  purposes.  These,  hovever,  should  not  be  accepted  as  a  substitute  for  the 
shorter  work  week.  Still  other  demands  are  coming  to  the  forefront,  such  as 
smaller  work  loads;  longer  rest  periods  and  vacations;  greater  and  not  less  con- 
trol of  speedup  by  unions;  the  right  to  strike  on  speedup  and  arbitrary  layoffs; 
retraining,  resistance  to  wage  cute,  and  higher  wages. 

The  unions  must  fight  to  prevent  those  workers  who  are  displaced  by  automa- 
tion or  other  changes  from  being  thrown  on  the  scrap  heap.    They  must  also  wage 
a  struggle  for  governmental  measures  to  assure  that  the  benefits  of  automation 
are  passed  on  to  the  general  public  in  lower  prices  and  greater  consuming  power. 

2.    The  Fight  for  Peace  and  Disarmament 

The  desire  for  peace  and  friendship  among  peoples  the  world  over  is  no  less 
strong  among  the  rank  and  file  membership  of  the  trade  unions  than  among  the 
Amsrican  people  generally. 

The  world-wide  movement  for  peace.  Including  particularly  the  aspirations 
for  peace  on  the  part  of  the  American  people,  as  well  as  the  great  successes  of 
the  socialist  world,  have  created  the  conditions  and  the  atmosphere  for  the  suc- 
cess of  Khrushchev's  visit. 

The  Khrushchev  vlait  and  its  fruits,  outstanding  among  them  the  prospects 
of  a  sunmlt  meeting  and  the  greatly  enhanced  movement  for  disarmament,  have  In 
turn  tremendously  advanced  the  fight  to  end  the  cold  war  and  have  raised  the  fight 
for  peaceful  coexistence,  dlsarmanent  and  ending  of  atomic  teats,  to  a  new  level. 
In  the  struggle  for  these  goals.  It  is  essential  to  Include  the  influence  of  labor. 
Yet,  despite  the  overwhelming  popular  sentiment  for  peace,  the  leadership  of  the 
labor  movement  has  not  based  Itself  on  these  realities,  and  by  its  support  of 
reactionary-cold  war  policies  has  kept  labor  from  taking  Its  rightful  place  in  the 
fight  for  peace. 

But  the  desire  for  peace  is  no  less  strong  among  the  rank-and-file  membership 
of  the  trade  unions  than  among  other  sectors  of  the  American  people.    The  progres- 
sive forces  in  our  country  properly  look  to  the  trade  union  movement  to  assume 
leadership  in  the  struggle  for  peace  and  dlsarmairent,  and  must  wage  a  determined 
fight  to  alter  the  present  state  of  affairs.    Communists  and  progressives  must 
urge  the  labor  movement  to  adopt  a  policy  of  full  support  to  peaceful  coexistence 
and  closer  relationships  between  the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union.  In 
particular,  every  effort  must  be  made  to  end  the  policy  of  shunning  all  contacts 
and  to  open  up  exchanges  of  union  delegations  between  the  two  countries,  and  with 
other  socialist  countries  as  well.    Toward  this  end,  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  convention  of  the  Woodworkers  Union,  calling  for  such  exchanges  with  their 
Soviet  counterpart,  is  most  helpful.    So,  too,  are  similar  sentiments  which  have 
been  expressed  in  other  sections  of  the  trade  union  movement. 

In  addition,  the  labor  movement  must  be  brought  fully  into  the  flgbt  to 
open  up  trade  with  the  socialist  world.    It  must  be  won  to  support  of  disarmament 
and  a  peacetime  economy,  and  away  from  adherence  to  the  hoax  that  anfiioents  are 
the  answer  to  unemployment. 
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Total  aiaarmaosnt  or  even  partial  dlaariDBiiDBnt  at  flrat,  1b  both  a  glow- 
ing promlee  and  a  serious  challenge.    The  promise  lies  In  the  poselblllty  of  re- 
leasing and  utilizing  the  huge  sums  now  wasted  on  amamBnta  for  social  benefits, 
lower  taxes,  advancement  of  health  research,  recreation,  housing,  education,  and 
atovo  all  the  realization  of  mankind 'a  dream  for  an  end  to  wars,  to  fears  of 
atomic  annihilation  and  poisonous  fall-out. 

The  challenge  lies  In  the  need  to  evolve  a  program  designed  to  provide  Jobs 
for  workers  displaced  by  disarmament  and  for  those  released  from  the  armed  forces, 
and  to  replace  wasteful  war  production  with  useful  peaceful  production  that  will 
benefit  the  people. 

The  working  people  and  all  people  of  this  country  have  a  right  to  look  to 

the  trade  union  movement  for  a  practical  program  to  meet  thia  challenge  for  the 

realization  of  the  hopes  of  all  people  for  a  peaceful  world,  (in  another  document 
the  Cooiunlst  Party  has  proposed  such  a  program.) 

More  and  niore  of  our  working  people  are  becoming  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
challenge  of  the  socialist  countrlea  for  peaceful  coexistence  and  competition  be- 
tween the  capitalist  and  socialist  systems  for  a  better  life  for  the  people  la 
not  a  threat  but  a  promise  from  which  our  people,  especially  our  working  people, 
can  only  gain. 

3.    The  StrugRle  for  Negro  Rights 

Working  class  unity  In  dally  struggles  for  economic  denands  and  In  the  bigger 
struggles  against  the  enemies  of  the  working  class  demands  the  fullest  recognition 
by  white  workers  and  white  union  leaders  of  the  right  of  Regro  workers  to  a  status 
of  full  equality. 

For  the  unions  and  the  entire  labor  movement  to  energetically  champion  the 
struggle  for  equal  rights  for  Negroes  inside  and  outside  the  unlona,  is  to  serve 
their  own  Interest  as  well  aa  the  human  rlghta  of  the  Negro  people.    The  diagrace- 
ful  attack  by  Meany  on  Randolph  at  the  recent  AFL-CIO  convention,  because  he  Juat- 
ly  demnded  action  in  the  unlona  agalnat  raciat  discrimination,  and  the  shameful 
defeat  of  the  efforts  at  th©  UAW  convention  for  the  inclusion  of  a  Negro  on  the 
Executive  Board,  demonstrate  that  too  many  union  leaders  do  not  yet  grasp  this 
truth. 

The  fornBtion  of  the  American  Negro  labor  Council  under  the  leadership  of 
A.  Philip  Randolph  will  undoubtedly  advance  Negro-white  unity,  bring  nearer  the 
end  of  Jim  Crow  In  some  unions,  and  raise  to  a  higher  level  the  labor-Negro 
alliance,  which  is  vitally  necessary  for  the  unions  and  for  the  intereata  of  the 
white  workers  aa  well  as  forthe  Negro  people. 

The  Negro  workers  have  been  hardest  hit  by  unemployment  and  by  all  other 
measures  directed  by  the  employers  agalnat  the  workere .  Dlacrimlnation  In  regard 
to  upgrading  In  planta  and  in  other  waya  is  still  a  general  practice  in  Industry. 
The  labor  movement  must  fight  more  energetically  against  such  discrimination.  To 
thla  end  It  is  eaaentlal  that  the  promise  of  fair  employment  clauses  in  contracts, 
non-dlscrlmlnatory  apprentice  training  programs  must  become  an  effective  part  of 
every  union  program. 

There  are  increasing  eigne  in  many  parte  of  the  country  that  a  greater  recog- 
nition of  these  problems  is  developing  in  unions.    To  move  forward,  there  must  be 
a  greater  recognition  that  the  labor-Negro  alliance  cannot  remain  merely  a  rela- 
tionship between  top  officers.    It  must  be  reflected  on  all  levels  and  based  on 
united  struggles  of  Negro  and  white.    There  can  be  no  greater  contribution  to 
such  an  alliance  than  effective  action  Inside  the  unions  to  end  all  racist  dls- 


Such  action  Is  especially  necessary  if  the  trade  union  movement  is  to  aucced 
In  launching  an  effective  counter-offensive  against  Big  Bualneaa. 

h.    Organizing  the  Unorganized 

A  major  objective  of  a  counter-offensive  of  labor  la  necessarily  a  militant, 
all-out  campaign  to  organize  the  unorganized  and  eapocially  to  organize  the 
South. 
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The  South  can  bo  organized  only  If  the  campaign  le  not  Just  a  routine  effort 
aa  in  the  past,  but  an  all-embracing  crusade  for  the  economic  demands,  for  the 
right  to  vote,  and  other  democratic  rights  of  all  the  people  In  the  South,  Negro 
aa  veil  as  white. 

Such  a  cruaade  would  break  down  the  barriers  between  white  and  Negro  workers, 
forge  their  united  action  and  thua  generate  the  power  to  sweep  out  the  domination 
of  the  Dlxlecrata  --  the  backbone  of  antl -labor- and  anti-Negro  reaction  In  Con- 
Only  such  a  crusade  can  evoke  and  Inspire  a  new  upsurge  of  unity,  nllltance 
and  solidarity  In  the  South,  as  well  as  In  the  North,  that  can  result  In  the 
organization  of  the  South  and  In  the  extension  of  unionization  In  every  other 
part  of  the  country. 

5.    Independent  Political  Action 

Another  major  front  In  labor's  counter-offensive  Is  Independent  political 


Organized  labor  has  not  moved  forward  adequately  to  establlah  Ita  polit- 
ical Independence.  The  AFL-CIO  has  pursued  a  policy  of  dependence  on  the  two 
partlea  of  big  business,  tailing  after  them  and,  with  some  limited  exceptions, 
neglecting  to  build  ita  own  year-round  political  activity  and  organization. 

Such  a  policy  has  failed  adequately  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  working 
people  and  their  unions.  The  Taft-Hartley  Act,  the  Landrum-Grlff In-Kennedy  Act, 
the  use  of  the  Taft-Hartley  injunction  to  break  strikes,  the  blocking  of  civil 
rights  legislation,  the  constant  invasion  of  civil  liberties  and  the  unholy  al- 
liance between  the  Dlxlecrata,  reactionary  Eepubllcana  and  reactionary  Northern 
Democrats  --  these  are  the  fruits  of  such  a  policy. 

The  defeat  suffered  by  labor  and  all  the  people  at  the  hands  of  the  66th 
Congress  after  labor's  successes  in  the  1958  election  against  the  "right  to  work" 
measures,  has  aroused  demands  in  labor's  ranks  for  a  reassessment  of  political 
action  policies  pursued  by  the  AFL-CIO.    It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that 
the  trade  union  movement  cannot  cope  with  the  all-round  offensive  of  capital 
without  a  more  effective  and  realistic  policy  of  independent  political  action. 

To  achieve  such  a  policy  the  task  of  the  progressives  is  to  Influence  the 
trade  union  movement  to  come  forward  as  leader  of  all  progressive  and  forward- 
looking  peojile  in  our  country  in  order  to  forge  united  political  action  with  Its 
allies  and  all  democratic  forces.    This  can  be  accomplished  if  the  trade  union 
movement  brings  about  a  serious  change  in  ita  political  policies  and  program. 

An  effective  Independent  political  action  program  calls  for  the  development 
of  labor's  political  action  organizations  (COPE,  LLPE,  PAC)  as  year-round  people's 
precinct  organizations  of  movement  on  issues,  and  not  just  as  skeleton  machinery 
during  elections.    It  calls  for  pressure  for  labor  candidates,  vigorous  participa- 
tion in  primaries  in  support  of  labor,  Negro  and  ether  candidates  with  forward- 
looking  ideas  and  consistent  pro-labor  positions.    It  calls  for  practical  and 
realistic  alliances  of  labor's  political  organizations  with  the  organizations  of 
the  Negro  people,  and  extensive  direct  cooperation  and  unity  with  farmer  groups 
and  organizations  and  with  other  forward-looking  sections  of  the  people.  The 
proposal  of  the  recent  UAW  convention  for  a  conferene  of  such  a  nature  prior  to 
the  nominating  conventions  of  the  Democratic  and  Eepubllcan  parties  for  a  united 
approach  on  candidates  is  a  welcome  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Such  a  policy  would  lay  the  basis  for  effective  political  action  in  I960 
and  from  this  could  emerge  the  understanding,  the  experiences  and  the  forces  for 
a  new  coalition  for  the  realization  in  the  near  future  of  a  new  party  of  labor, 
the  Negro  people,  farmers  --  a  party  of  the  majority  of  the  American  people, 
capable  of  curbing  monopoly  domination  in  our  country. 

To  achieve  this  end,  all  Left  and  progressive  forces  in  the  trade  union 
movement  should  devote  their  utmost  attention  and  energies. 

6.    Democratic  Bights 

The  reactionary  forces  in  Congress  have  erected  a  wall  of  restrictive  anti- 
labor  legislation  from  the  infamous  Taft-Hartley  Act  to  the  shackling  Landrum- 
Grlffin  Act.  This  wall  must  and  can  be  broken  down  by  means  of  a  sweeping  camp- 
aign of  united  trade  union  action  for  the  repeal  of  such  legislation  or  the  trade 
union  movement  will  become  chained  to  government  ccitrol  of  unions  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  monopoly  Interests. 
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In  the  center  of  labor'a  counter-offensive  ouot  be  a  fight  for  repeal  of 
the  Taft-Hartley  and  Landrum-Grlff In  Acta,  a  fight  agalnet  new  anti-labor 
legislation,  and  a  fight  for  positive  legislation  to  protect  labor's  rights. 
At  the  same  time  there  must  be  the  utmost  resistance  to  all  plans  for  accomo- 
dation to  anti-labor  legislation. 

But  It  la  high  time  that  the  trade  union  movement  realized  that  It  cannot 
defend  Ita  own  rlghta  without  fighting  for  civil  liberties  of  all  Anerlcans, 
and  In  particular  without  conducting  a  struggle  agalnat  ant 1 -Communism  and  the 
denial  of  tJ*  rlghta  of  Communlats.  The  labor  movement  should  recognize  antl- 
Coramunlsm  for  what  It  la  --  a  weapon  directed  agalnet  the  working  class,  the  trade 
unions  and  the  Amelcan  people  generallj  by  their  common  enemy,  reactionary  big 
bualneae.  It  Is  Incumbent  upon  labor  to  raise  Its  voice,  as  some  unions  hav» 
already  done,  against  Taft-Hartley  conspiracy  trials  as  well  as  against  other 
repressive  laws  and  witch  hunta. 

The  Communiet  Party  will  do  all  In  Its  power  to  spread  the  understanding 
of  those  vital  tasks  in  tf»  labor  movement,  the  understanding  that  Its  fight  for 
constitutional  liberties  is  part  of  the  whole  fight  for  the  democratic  rights  of 
the  labor  movemsnt. 

International  Trade  Union  Solidarity  and  Unity 

American  workers  have  a  common  interest  with  the  workers  of  other  countrlea. 
The  American  imperlaliats,  who  strive  to  exploitthe  workers  of  all  countrlse, 
seek  to  maintain  their  position  by  pitting  the  workers  of  one  country  agalnat 
those  of  another.    Today,  American  big  business  Interests  are  moving  nBny  planta 
abroad  and  exporting  with  them  the  Jobs  of  many  American  workers.    At  the  aams 
time  they  try  to  convince  our  workers  that  it  is  the  workers  of  other  countrlea 
who,  by  virtue  of  their  low  wages,  are  depriving  them  of  their  Jobs.    About  1,000 
American  companies  have  producing  plants  abroad  employing  about  one  million  work- 


To  meet  these  problems,  our  trade  union  movement  must  help  to  advance  the 
welfare  and  living  standards  of  workers  In  all  countries,  and  develop  cooperation 
and  united  action  between  our  unions  and  unions  In  other  lands. 

It  should  give  all-out  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  Utln  American  peoples 
to  free  themselves  from  the  bondage  of  American  imperialist  profit  hunters,  and 
In  particular  to  the  valiant  struggles  of  the  Cuban  people  and  working  class. 

Moreover,  our  working  people  should  atop  our  union  leoderahip  from  playing 
the  game  of  American  ImFerlalism  abroad  by  acting  as  ita  antl -Communist  spearhead 
within  the  labor  movement  of  other  countries.    This  only  divides  and  weakens 
their  unions  in  the  fight  for  higher  living  atandarde. 

The  Communist  Party 

The  past  few  years  have  witneaeed  an  all-out  campaign  to  deatroy  the  rights 
of  Communlats  within  the  trade  uniona,  through  the  anti-communist  provisions  in 
the  Taft-Hartley  Act,  t^irough  security  firlnge,  through  congressional  committee 
witch  hunta  and  other  measures.    Thia  has  been  all  too  often  abetted  by  some  in 
the  union  leadership  itself  who  strive  to  lead  the  pack  in  "cleaning  out  the 
coramunlata."    Communists  have  been  attacked  aa  "foreign  agenta,"  as  elements 
which  have  interests  eeparate  and  apart  from  the  working  class  and  which  "use" 
the  trade  union  movement  to  achieve  tteee  ends. 

These  slanders  must  be  tirelessly  exposal,  and  the  fact  that  Communists 
^ve  no  Interests  apart  from  those  of  the  entire  working  class  must  be  brought 
home  to  the  American  workers  again  and  again.    This  is  a  fact  which  the  past 
history  of  our  working  clasa  has  repeatedly  demonatrated .    The  Communiata  have 
a  proud  record  --  a  record  of  pioneering  in  industrial  unioniam  and  organization 
of  basic  industries,  in  the  fight  for  unemployment  insurance  and  other  social 
welfare  meaaurea,  in  the  fight  for  the  rights  of  Hegro  workers  and  in  many  other 
of  the  major  advancee  made  by  labor,    ^ven  our  enemies  are  compelled  to  recognize 
that  Communists  are  capable  of  the  utmost  devotion  and  aelf -sacrifice,  and  many 
in  the  trade  union  movement  know  from  their  own  ejcperiences  that  effective  org- 
anization and  struggle  is  Impossible  without  sue"  a  dedication.    The  annals  of 
U.S.  labor  history  for  the  past  kO  years  give  a  great  deal  of  evidence  of  the 
vital  role  the  Communls-ts  have  played  in  many  of  the  historic  struggles  and 
advances  of  labor. 
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Although  weakened  by  McCarthyite  repreeeive  lawe,  by  peraooutions,  Imprlaon- 
msnt  of  its  leaders,  and  hounding  of  its  nembera  In  tlte  unlona,  Comnunlate  have 
ne-rerthelees  made  their  contrlbutlona  also  In  recent  yeare  In  tl*  atruggloe  of 
the  unemployed  and  In  the  struggles  for  labor's  rlgbta  and  the  rights  of  the 
Negro  people.    Communlste,  aa  active  unlonlata  alongalde  their  fellow  workers, 
have  helped  In  every  way  to  defeat  the  asaault  of  the  eteel  companlae.    In  all 
such  struggles  our  Party  haa  atrlven  to  Influence  the  entire  labor  movement 
toward  more  effective  solidarity  and  united  action. 

In  regard  to  our  Party's  poaltlon  on  key  problems  confronting  labor,  our 
Party  leadership  nationally  and  on  State  levels  has  not  adequately  brought  the 
Party's  ideas  to  the  trade  unionists.    There  has  been  an  Inadequate  appreciation 
of  the  Imfiortance  of  trade  unions  and  activity  in  them.  We  have  not  always  reacted 
In  tlao  and  with  required  energy.    Whenever  wehave  done  ao,  the  working  people 
vhom  we  reached  have  displayed  Interest  in  the  opinions  of  CommunlBta  and  have 
considered  our  Ideas  as  constructive  contributions  to  their  thinking  and  to  their 
struggles . 

Our  Party  must  strive  to  overcome  these  shortcomings.    In  this  manner  we 
shall  more  effectively  fulfill  our  Party's  objective  to  help  strengthen  the  labor 
movement,  advance  the  interests  of  the  workers  and  all  people. 

Communlste  in  the  unions  seek  to  establish  the  cloaeat  and  friendlieet 
personal  relations  with  their  fellow  workers,  to  create  the  utmost  unity  and  co- 
operation for  their  common  objective  of  advancing  the  best  interests  of  the 
worldsg  people  and  the  trade  union  movenent. 

Today  the  Eannedy-Landrum-Grlff in  Act  seeks  to  shackle  the  unions,  and  alao 
seeks  to  place  further  obstacles  in  the  way  of  participation  of  Communlata  In 
the  labor  moveinsnt.    But  it  should  be  clear  that  thia  Act,  using  the  bogey  of 
antl-cosnunlSB,  opens  the  door  to  prosecution  of  trade  unionists  of  all  political 
views.    It  demonstrates  anew  and  more  sharply  than  ever  the  harmfulness  of  anti- 
communlsm  to  all  of  labor.    The  Communist  Party  itaelf ,  while  continuing  to  make 
its  contribution  to  the  p^sent  struggles  of  the  working  class  will  fight  tire- 
lessly for  the  abolition  of  all  such  repression.    And  it  will  do  ao  in  relation- 
ship to  the  fight  to  advance  both  the  immsdiate  interests  of  the  working  clasa 
and  its  ultimate  Interest  —  socialism. 

Today,  socialism  has  become  a  subject  for  the  widest  discussion.    More  and 
more,  American  workers  are  weighing  its  merits  and  examining  It  in  all  aerlous- 
ness  as  a  way  of  lite.    Communists  will  Join  in  these  discussions  and  strive  to 
foster  the  understanding  of  socialism  among  workers.    They  will  promote  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Marxist  press  and  literature.    They  will  find .ways  of  building 
the  Party  in  the  zenks  of  the  American  working  class  and  of  bringing  to  the 
Amsrlcan  workers,  out  of  their  own  experiences,  the  understanding  of  the  necessity 
for  a  socialist  solution  of  their  problems  and  needs. 


#### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  22 


R3SCLUII0H  OM  HJERi'O  RICAjl  tfCBK  m  JHE  UKKJO  SX.M'ES 

The  Resolutlona  Committe  on  Latin  ijaerioa  considers  that  It  is  necessary  to 
have  a  ringing  statement  on  Latin  America,  finishing  it  up  with  soniB  conorets  ir  opos- 
alB,  That  is,  aid  to  the  Latin  j'jnerican  peoples  against  exploitation  and  oppression 
by  American  imperialism.  Hor/ever,  because  Puerto  Rioo  is  the  most  directly  exploit- 
ed colony  of  yimerioen  inperialiam,  and  because  of  the  urgent  need  for  stopping  up 
activities  in  behalf  of  the  Puerto  Iloan  population  in  Hon  York,  Hew  Jersey,  OoBn«ot- 
icut,  Illinois  and  many  other  states  where  Puerto  fiicans  are  now  liTlng  in  consider- 
able numbers,  vje  propose  a  special  resolution  on  Pttsrto  Rioan  viorlc#- 

Puerto  Rico  Is  a  nation.    It  is  a  direct  coloujr  of  Ansrican  ln^riallsm. 

The  Party  has  a  f JO-fold  taok  in  relation  to  Puarto  Rican  work. 

First,  to  aid  the  people  in  Puerto  Rico  In  the  fight  against  eooncolc,  sooUl 
and  political  oppression  by  Tall  Street  imperlalien,  and  for  full  sovereignty  aid 

independence. 

Second,  to  aid  the  Puerto  Ricans  in  their  struggles  against  ectreme  oondltions 
of  poverty,  slum  ghottoes,  discrimination,  police  brutality,  and  other  forms  of  op- 
pression against  thd  Puerto  Ricans  in  the  United  States. 

Puerto  Rioan  youth  has  been  used  as  cannon  fodder,  H thout  oonsultstion  or  con- 
sent from  the  Puerto  Rican  people,  in  all  D.  S.  inperialist  wars. 

Over  65,000  Puerto  Ricans  participated  in  the  Second  ^orld  "ar.    Puerto  Rieo 
suffered  one  casualty  for  every  660  inhabitants  of  Fuorto  Rico  as  oomparee  with  one 
casualty  for  every  1,125  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  in  the  U.  S.  ImTerlalist 
invasion  of  Korea. 

As  of  December  1958  there  viere  608,000  Puerto  Rloms  ty  birth  and  241.000  of 
Puerto  Rican  parentage  living  In  the  United  States.    There  are  sizeable  Puerto  Rioan 
communities  in  large  cities  from  coast  to  coast,  with  a  Puerto  Rican  population  of 
654,000  in  Ilev  York  City  alone. 

The  National  Convention  therefore  declares  that  it  is  an  imperative  duty  for 
our  Party  to  turn  its  face  to  the  Puert  Rican  people,  to  learn  their  conditions  and 
needs  and  to  give  them  practical  and  polltioal  aid  In  their  efforts  to  organlie 
therasalves  into  unions,  to  raise  their  desperately  low  viages,  to  improvo  housing 
conditions  and  abolish  slums,  to  attain  proper  education,  to  meet  the  social,  cul- 
tural and  economic  needs  of  their  youth,  to  combat  the  ohauvinlst  campaign  of  slan- 
der and  lies  about  the  Puerto  Rican  people,  and  to  struggle  against  every  act  of 

The  Convention  considers  that  appropriate  attention  to  the  vital  needs  of  the 
Puerto  P.ican  and  Uegro  people  is  a  test  of  Comounlst  integrity  and  responbibility 
because  the  Communist  Party  has  alvjays  been  distinguished  by  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
defender  and  champion  of  the  most  exploited  and  oppressed  sections  of  the  icrklng 

This  Convention  ilecided  upon  the  follo-rlng  concrete  steps  to  overcome  the  long 
neglect  and  grave  weaknesses  in  relation  to  our  \o  rk  among  the  Puerto  Ilioan  peoplet 

1,  The  incoming  national  Committee  shall  make  a  thorough  study  and  evaluation  of 
our  work  in  every  community  and  industry  in  -ihich  -there  is  a  significant  number 
of  Puerto  P.icans  throughout  the  United  States.    Special  emphasis  In  this  study, 
shall  be  tiven  to  housing,  jobs,  oeace,  and  political  action. 

2.  Consideration  shall  be  given  to  Puerto  Rican  Conralssions  in  states  -here  there 
are  la  rg'   populations  of  Puerto  Ricans,  and  Puerto  Rican  concentration  clubs, 
enlisting  for  such  clubs  Spanish-speaking  and  other  comrades  interested  in 
Puerto  Rican  'jork. 

5.      The  National  Convention  shall  organise  a  Party  seminar  and  classes  on  Puerto 
Rican  -.nrk  in  every  city  with  large  Puerto  Rican  connunltles. 

4.     A  special  bulletin  shall  be  issued  in  Soanish  devoted  to  facts  of  Puerto  Rican 
life  and  experiences  in  struggles  based  upon  the  proposed  study  and  experiences. 

5*      (Tithin  a  reasonable  time  and  after  adeguate  preparation,  state  conferences  shall 
be  called  of  delegates  from  all  cluba  (or  sections)  to  drav  up  a  fuller  state- 
wide plan  of  work.    An  important  feature  of  such  conferences  shall  be  the  ques- 
tion of  jobs  for  Puerto  Ricans  and  llegroes. 
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6»     A  8p«elal  comission  on  Puerto  Rloan  nork  thall  ba  lat  up  by  tbs  Kational 
Exeoutlva  Connlttee. 

7,  The  Worker,  Politioal  Affaira,  and  oth«r  publloatlonB  ahall  give  aajor  atten- 
tion to  Puerto  Rican  v?ork, 

8»  the  Party  shall  make  a  conscious  and  persistent  effort  to  Invol-re  Puerto  Rloan 
Dsmbera  and  leaders  in  all  phases  of  leadership. 

9.     This  National  Convention  shall  send  a  mssoage  of  greeting  to  our  brother  Party 
of  Puerto  Rioo  paying  tftlbute  to  the  oourageoua  stand  taken  by  the  nitnasaea 
called  before  the  TIn-Aiiie rloan  Coamittee  in  Puerto  Rioo,  and  ahall  pledg*  thoa 
our  full  aid  in  the  struggle  against  proposed  oontenipt  oitations  as  wall  ac 
other  attaoks  against  the  dorerei^ty  of  ttie  Puerto  Rloan  nation.    This  conven- 
tion reoognites  the  self-criticism  by  the  Hational  Connittoe  of  the  inadeqaat* 
support  given  to  the  Puerto  Rican  ucoiradas  and  others  in  oonneotion  with  the 
Iht-American  Connnittee  hearings  both  here  and  in  Puerto  Rioo. 

I0»  This  Convention  of  the  Comnunist  Party  of  the  United  Statea  demands  the  free- 
dom of  Dr.  Pedro  Albizu  Campos  and  all  other  Puerto  Rican  politioal  p-  isonerc 
now  in  Puerto  Rloan  and  federal  prisons  in  the  Ttalted  States. 


2302    COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 


COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.    2  3 


DRAFT  RESQLUTIOW  ON  PARTY  CBGAWIZATIOH 

Ihtrodvctlon 

Die  Party  is  rallying  in  unity  arovnd  policies  for  naao  work,  for  peace « 
democracy  and  security.    It  is  consolidating  its  ranks  on  the  basis  of  the  uni- 
versally valid  principles  of  Maioismienlnism  as  applied  to  the  specific  condition* 
of  American  life. 

For  these  reasons,  and  because  of  increasingly  favorable  objective  conditions 
in  the  overall,  it  faces  the  tu^etit  necessity  as  well  as  new  opportunities  for  re- 
building and  revitalization.    The  correct  mass  policies  of  this  17th  Convention 
arm  the  Party  with  the  first  essential,  in  the  new  conditions,  for  the  renewed 
developnent  of  the  Ccnununist  Party,  USA. 

But  the  opportunities  and  possibilities  flowing  from  our  correct  general  line 
will  come  to  naught  unless  we  grasp  one  other  essential:    the  need  to  gear  the 
Party,  in  every  facet  of  its  activities,  to  the  correct  application  and  f vafillnent 
of  its  mass  policies.    Given  these  conditions,  our  small  Party  coilld,  in  the  condi- 
tions shsqjine  \jp,  almost  overnight  become  a  large  and  influential  force  in  the 
life  of  our  country. 

To  do  this,  it  will  be  necessary i 

1,  To  shake  off  and  overcome  apathy,  certain  concepts,  practices,  and 
shortcoBdJigs  which  rejmln  with  i»  from  the  pastj 

2,  To  make  a  turn  in  the  fight  for  the  Party's  Ideological  and  organizational 
work  directed  to  the  realization  of  the  mass  Une, 

The  perspective  before  the  American  people,  and  hence  before  our  Party,  la 
one  of  heightening  mass  struggles  as  the  conflict  over  the  future  eccncnlc  aod 
political  course  of  our  country  sharpens. 

Already  a  new  fluidity  characterizes  the  national  and  local  scenes  as  groups 
and  Individuals  begin  to  shift  their  positions  to  meet  changed  conditions. 

These  developments  are  a  signal  to  the  Party  to  be  ready  to  react  more  quick- 
ly and  with  greater  boldness  to  events,  both  in  the  application  of  the  united  front 
and  in  timely  pMjection  of  Party  and  Left  Initiatives, 

They  are  also  an  alarm  clock  rousing  us  to  the  time  of  day,  advising  that 
while  we  have  tljne  to  make  a  break  with  the  primarily  defensive  posture  of 
■holding  operation"  concept! ons,  we  have  no  time  to  lose. 

To  gear  the  Party  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  17th  Convention  decisions 
requires  that  in  goad  tine  —  the  shcrtest  neceEsary  tiins  —  we  orercome  our  moet 
serious  weaknesses,  we  solve  a  nimber  of  long-unsolved  problems, 

I,    Overcome  Our  Shortcomings 

Ths  Party  approaches  the  task  of  drastically  improving  its  ideological  and 
organizational  work,  of  eliminating  weaknesses,  from  the  standpoint  of  confidence 
in  its  scientific  socialist  theory  and  with  the  knowledge  that,  despite  the  rav- 
ages of  the  recent  years,  it  has  the  capacity,  the  vitality  and  the  will  to  ful- 
fill its  guiding  role  in  relation  to  the  mass  struggles  of  the  people. 

The  wave  of  revisionism  which  threatened  to  engvlf  the  Party  has  been  repilB- 
ed,  and  those  who  sought  to  deny  the  need  for  a  MarxlBt  vanguard  party  of  the 
working  class  have  been  routed.    The  anti-Pairty  sectarlajis  have  been  rebuffed  and 
incorrigible  domatism  finds  itself  more  and  more  Isolated, 

The  ideological  unity  of  tho  Party  has  been  restored  in  very  considerable 
measure.    Today,  it  is  possible  for  a  united  t^rty  to  wage  the  struggle  against 
opportunist  tendencies  to  the  right  or  to  the  "left"  as  they  arise  concretely 
in  the  course  of  macs  work. 

Hie  Party' s  capacity  and  potential  for  mass  work  has  been  demonetrated  in 
dlfficilt  conditions  and  at  the  very  tine  when  the  revisionists  were  proclaiming 
Its  death  and  the  sectarians  were  clamoring  for  policies  which  would  further 
isolate  the  Party, 
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Despite  certain  glaring  gaps  and  much  unevenness,  the  Party  plajfld  an  Import- 
ant role  in  a  number  of  electoral  struggles  (California,  Ohio,  Nov  York,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  etc.);  In  a  number  of  strike  struggles  (steel,  auto,  packing,  hospital, 
etc.);  in  the  fight  against  unemploTment  (national  and  state  narches,  lobbies): 
in  the  fight  for  integrated  schools,  housing  and  for  state  FEPa;  and  in  the  devel- 
opment of  peace  actions,  especially  in  relation  to  X  and  H  bomb  testa  and  other 
ispues  in  a  number  of  areas. 

A  number  of  districts  (Illinois,  California,  etc)  have  developed  their  cap- 
acity for  united  front  actions  on  local  and  national  issues,  a  capacity  which  ex- 
tends to  a  growing  number  of  sections. 

At  the  saoB  time,  the  Party  has  adrancod  its  public  role  In  nuaeroua  ways: 
the  distribution  of  over  li  million  pieces  of  national  and  local  mass  materials 
of  all  kinds  since  the  l6th  convention;  the  growth  of  the  number  of  Party  and  Left 
sponsored  mass  meetings  and  forums;  the  more  fr'-quent  appearance  of  the  Party  at 
public  hearings,  on  radio  and  television;  the  growth  of  Invitations  to  Party  speak- 
ers on  college  campuses  and  before  mass  organizations. 

Marxist  education  has  been  revived  In  a  nuaiser  of  areas.    There  is  a  growth 
of  Marxist  study  circles  and  classes  for  non-Comnunlata .    A  beginning  has  been 
made  toward  re-establishing  a  cadre  training  progmm.    Major  headway  has  been  mao 
in  the  resolution  of  basic  theoretical  questions  relating  to  the  Negro  question. 
Attention  to  youth  work,  for  some  time  completely  abandoned,  has  been  rosumBd.  Re- 
cruiting has  been  renewed  in  a  number  of  areas.    And  luportant  advances  have  been 
registered  also  in  other  fields. 

Beccgnlzlng  tnat  these  accompliehmsnts  afford  proof  that  the  Party  has  the 
will  to  live,  to  fulfill  its  vanguard  role,  the  fact  rennlns  that  they  are  only 
a  small  ifldicatlon  of  what  must  and  can  be  done.  If  we  overcone  our  weaknesses. 
That  this  much  was  done  in  the  midst  of  the  critical  inner  situation  and  great 
objective  difficulties  attests  to  the  basic  health  of  the  Party,  to  the  fact  th«t 
it  has  the  inner  strength  and  resources  to  make  the  required  drastic  laprovenent. 

Side  by  side  with  these  accomplishments,  and  hampering  their  spread  and 
development,  ere  a  number  of  serious  weaknesses: 

1.  The  temporary  loss  of  the  Dally  Worker  and  the  chocking  of  the  decline 
In  Worker  circulation  at  such  a  low  point  as  to  prolong  the  critical  situation 
of  the  press,    (see  special  resolution). 

2.  We  are  plagued  with  continued  underestimation  of  organizational  work, 
with  much  organizational  looseness,  reflected  In  unsatisfactory  functioning  of 
many  Party  organizations,  departure  from  the  principle  of  democratic  centralism, 
in  the  low  ebb  in  the  circulation  of  literature  as  well  as  the  press,  in  the 
absence  of  systematic  recruiting,  and  many  other  ways. 

3.  Great  unevenness  of  participation  In  the  Party's  mass  work  from  district 
to  district,  section  to  section,  club  to  club,  member  to  member. 

1*.    Insufficient  collectivity  at  all  levels  in  working  out  mass  policies, 
planning  mass  work;  In  the  course  of  Its  execution,  and  in  subsequent  evaluation 
and  exchange  of  experiences. 

5.    Failure  to  rally  the  Party  aa  a  whole  to  react  in  time  and  with  sufficient 
strength  to  a  number  of  Important  situations  affecting  the  Interests  of  the  work- 
ing class,  the  Negro  people  and  their  allies. 

o.  Failure  to  give  necessary  attention  to  a  number  of  lirportant  areas, 
such  as  national  group  work,  -  especially  the  Spanleh-spoaklng  ninorltles,  - 
farmers;  and  the  problems  of  wonen, 

7.    Insufficient  attention  to  ideological  work  and  oadre  davelopacnt; 

3.  Insufficient  attention  to  problems  of  mass  education,  especially  tc 
the  developoBnt  of  class,  political  and  Bocialist  consciousness  on  the  urgent 
issues  of  the  day. 


It  le  linperatlTe  that  we  be  unrelenting  in  the  struggle  to  overcons  these 
veakiwseas  In  the  siiortest  possible  time. 
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III.  Gear  the  Party  to  Its  mss  Pollelest 
A,    Hastar  the  Dnlted  Front V 

Mastery  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  tho  united  front  policy  is  the  key 
task  before  the  whole  Party  ~  every  organization,  every  member. 

The  united  front  Is  the  basly  at^e  and  raathod  of  our  mass  work.    Its  valid- 
ity enconpasses  cornrades  In  the  labor  and  mass  organizations  as  well  as  those 
comrades  able  to  function  p*licly  as  Com-jrJ.6t8  in  or  out  of  ness  organisations, 

Oi3"  ideological  work  must  be  directed  first  of  all  toward  reaming  the  Party 
i-jith  a  keen  understanding  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  united  front,  and  how 
to  build  the  Party  in  the  course  of  its  devolopment.    It  must  c<>ii)at  conoepte 
^4ilch  reqxiire  Ideological  agreement  as  the  basis  of  unity  in  action.    It  ehovtld 
develop  understanding  of  the  role  of  Left  initiative  and  of  the  FSa+y' s  independ- 
ent role  in  relation  to  the  united  front.    It  must  iirfcue  the  entire  Party  with  the 
confidence  that  all  members,  all  Party  organliatlone  can  and  must  play  a  role  la 
winnine  this  biggest  unwon  battle:  whether  on  a  large  scale  of  helping  to  move 
many  orpanlzations  In  concert  on  one  or  more  issues,  or  on  a  snail  scale  of  mov- 
li«  3,  5,  7  people  on  single  issues. 

Practical  leadership  must  be  directed  first  of  all  to  helping  menfcere,  clubs 
and  sections  solve  problems  of  developing  the  united  front.    The  absence  of  at- 
tention and  guidance  to  work  in  the  mass  organizations  must  be  overcomB, 

Work  in  mass  organisations  must  be  placed  on  a  selected,  concentration  basis 
Just  as  it  is  vitally  necessary  to  overhava  and  modernize  the  Party' s  tljie-teetod 
main  policy  of  concentrating  Its  attention  to  basic,  decisive  sections  of  the 
working  class.    As  in  the  policy  of  industrial  concentration,  studies  must  be 
made  of  the  mass  organizations  and  Issues  to  determine  focal  points  of  priority 
attention  which  are  decisive  to  moving  masses  on  their  urgent  needs, 

Know/Viow  in  the  development  of    mass  work  must  be  proooted  through  restoring 
the  practice  of  eocchanging  eocperlencee  and  evaluating  activities,  through  coa- 
ferencee  and  other  appropriate  means. 

Assistance  must  be  provided  comrades  in  unions  and  mass  organizations  t««rd 
learning  how  to  Etdvance  Party  policies,  how  to  go  about  building  Left  groiqilnga, 
how  to  develop  political  and  class  consciousness,  how  to  bring  people  closer  and 
closer  into  the  Party. 

The  renants  of  distorted  concepts  of  security  left  over  froa  the  HeCarthy 
period,  which  hanqaer  the  Party's  capacity  to  develop  the  imited  front,  oust  be 
overcome.    Real  problems  of  safeguarding  the  Party  and  its  members  from  roactione 
persecution  must  be  sepa]7ated  out  of  the  mass  of  ccnfusion  and  distortion  which 
surrounds  this  qasetion  in  many  areas,  and  resolved  on  the  basis  of  collective 
application  of  a  general  Party  position  to  each  specific,  individual  case.  Abore 
ail,  it  must  be  approached  from  the  viewpoint  of  safeguaidlng  the  capacity  of' 
Comrnmlsts  to  do  mass  work,  to  increase  the  Influence  of  the  Party's  policies, 
to  advance  the  united  front— and  not  as  an  excuse  to  evade  these  reeponelbllitles, 

B.  For  Renewal  of  Left  Irri.tlative8 . 
A  rninber  of  recent  experiences  confirm  the  value  and  need  of  timely  and 
properly  project  Left  initiatives  in  t-iLHing  the  united  front,  and  in,  sooner 
or  later,  helping  to  rewln  acceptance  of  Left  as  well  as  Canraunist  participation 
in  united  fronts. 

At  the  present  level  of  development,  there  are  many  cases  in  ^Ich  Left 
initiative  can  stlm\fl.ate  imlted  activities  and  movements.    The  emergence  of  a  mors 
militant.  Left  in  the  struggle  of  the  labor  and  Hegro  people's  nierTements  today 
affliTB  this  necessary  and  places  a  new  urgency  upon  more  conscious  efforts  to 
help  reconstitute  the  Left  in  the  mass  movement. 

At  the  same  time,  outside  the  existing  mass  organizations  of  labor  and  the 
people,  the  experiences  of  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Foreign  Bom 
nationally  and  in  some  areas,  of  organizations  for  defense  of  civil  liberties 
in  Illinois,  California  and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  of  certain  other  organizations, 
prove  the  value  and  the  need  for  reviving  certain  types  of  Left  organizations 
>^ere  they  can  stimulate  -  not  conflict  with—  the  mass  movements, 

C.  Strengthen  the  Party  for  Its  Mass  Taska, 
The  irregiilar  functioning  of  many  Party  cli&s,  the  unsatisfactory  level  of 
literature  and  press  circulation,  the  widespread  organizational  looseness  and 
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lAok  of  stt«ntlcm  to  political  orgaalsatlan*!  vork,  tho  w|l*et  of  •duoatlooAl  vork 
in  maj  arBa.-^U  .orloueiy  lualr  th.  Part,,  c^itj  to  cmtt  out  it.  k>11o1«.. 

Tho  aelDtonance  ana  Btrengthonlng  of  the  Party  1b  IndleponsablB  to  Its  ability 
to  help  bulla  th«  united  front,  to  help  the  great  anjorlty  of  the  Asrtlcan  people 
find  their  way  to  a  eoaanon  arena  of  struggle  against  monopoly  reaction. 

The  tendency  to  tranaform  the  two  haroonloue  sides  of  Party  work  Into  conflict/ 
Ing,  antagonistic  Interests,  as  expressed  In  the  erroneoua  concept  of  "Inner  work 
versus  nass  work'  Inflicts  the  great  daaege  to  the  Party.  It  must  be  rosolutely 
ovarcoma . 

There  can  be  no  effective  Party  work  which  is  not  directed  In  one  way  or  another 
to  the  solution  of  bass  probleaa,  to  the  developnent  of  ailted  aotloo  of  the  people 
for  pace,  democracy,  economic  and  social  advance.    There  can  be  no  effaotlve  work 
In  the  labor  and  people's  organl«atlone  which  is  not  directed  In  one  way  or  aootI5"r, 
to  winning  non -Party  people  to  support  In  their  own  best  Interests  united,  met 
action  for  peace .democracy  and  security,  and  to  strengthen  the  Party's  Influence 
among  the  people,  and  to  build  the  Party. 

The  Party  exists  and  labors  for  the  people.    All  Party  work  Is  oass  work.  In- 
cluding that  which  maintains  and  strengthens  the  Party  Itself.    All  aass  work  by 
Coimunlsts  Is  Party  work.  Including  that  which  cannot,  by  virtue  of  objective  fact- 
ors, be  known  as  public  Comunlst  work.    Both  advance  the  Interests  of  the  people, 
both  advance  the  Intereets  of  the  Party. 

Moving  to  Increase  and  strengthen  Its  work  among  the  organized  and  unorganized 
sectors  of  the  population,  the  Party  nuet,  therefore,  all  the  more  move  decisively 
and  lapldly  to  strengthen  the  organizational  and  educational  work  of  the  Party. 

InproTemsnt  of  organizational  and  educational  work  must  be  directed  first  of 
all  to  strengthening  the  role  of  the  Clubs.    Club  life  must  be  enriched  with  the 
restoration  of  Ideological  and  theoretical  discussions,  and  liberated  from  the  mass 
of  administrative  detail  now  bogging  them  down.    Necessary  administrative  functions, 
duss  eoUeetlona,  financial  contributions,  etc.  clo«  up  club  afsntea  otOy  whso  tt^y 
are  not  properly  handled,  lack  responsible  people  to  handle  them,  or  where  cluba 
find  little  else  to  do. 

Every  club  must  have  a  specific  character  and  concrete  reason  for  existence 
arising  from  the  blending  of  Communist  content  and  policies  with  the  specific 
nature  of  the  problems  of  the  given  less  of  people  amongst  whom  it  lives  and  works. 
Bach  club  must  know  Its  shop,  Its  coanunlty.  Its  area  of  responBlblllty  ae  it  knows 
its  own  oBidMrs.    It  must  develop  a  program  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  rjoople  whom 
It  seeks  to  Influence.    It  must  plan  Its  meetings  In  advance  aimed  at  working  out 
tbe  aaans  of  advancing  the  club  program. 

Hhe  Dsthod  of  planning  work  must  be  restored,  discarding  the  negative  features 
brought  to  light  from  past  errors.    It  Is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  plans 
for  what  the  club  (or  section  and  district)  can  do  In  conditions  it  directly  in- 
fluences -  such  as  tbe  public  work  of  the  Party  -  and  planning  In  relation  to  the 
nass  movements  of  the  people . 

It  is  one  thing,  and  essential,  for  plans  to  determine  bow  much  we  shall  in- 
crease the  circulation  of  The  Worker  and  where  and  hc«;  what  leaflets  we  shall 
issue,  on  what,  where  and  how  often;  what  contacts  we  shall  work  up  for  recruit- 
ing, etc.    It  is  another,  and  harmful,  thing  to  transooso  this  type  of  planning 
to  the  arena  of  mass  organizations  and  trade  unions. 

For  this,  another  type  of  planning  Is  required.    To  achieve  this  type  of 
planning.  It  Is  necessary  to  develop  not  only  naxinum  clarity  on  the  Party's 
lASB  policies,  but  also  to  thoroughly  learn  the  problems  and  needs  of  the  people 
amongst  whom  we  work,  to  be  ever-attentive  to  their  thoughts,  moods  and  state-of- 
readlnesB  to  respond,  to  develop  maximum  flexibility  In  tactics  based  on  what  we 
learn  from  listening  to  the  people,  and  readiness  to  consult  with  them  on  ways 
and  oeans  of  advancing  the  conoon  interest. 

Throi^h  such  dabs  work,  each  club  can  build  groups  of  people  around  itself 
to  work  with  and  draw  upon  to  build  the  Party.    And  In  such  conditions  of  thriving 
Coonunlst  uss  work,  the  clubs  will  find  the  healthiest  state  for  the  solution  of 
the  vital  administrative  functions  of  the  Party. 
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Especially  Isperative  ie  the  nsed  to  strengthen  the  Party' s  base  among  the 
inliBtrial  workers  aixl  the  Negro  people.  To  re-<3Etabll8h  the  concentration  policy 
It  is  necessaiy  to  overcome  the  separation  *4ilch  has  developed  between  the  I%rty' s 
iixiustrial  and  coisnxmlty  work.  The  tAioIb  Party  must  coi»e  to  know  the  prcblona  of 
the  voriclng  class,  Negro  and  white,  and  Its  unions j  of  Its  declslTe  sectors  first 
of  all;  and  the  Party's  policies  toward  them. 

The  Party's  conraunlty  n»nijers  are  a  vital  force  for  reaching  lnduBtri«l  woriceps 
In  their  hones  and  neighborhood  organisations  -  not  only  with  In^ortant  distribu- 
tion and  sale  of  mass  literature  and  press  -  but  also  in  helping  to  generate  united 
labe»-community  activity  aixl  political  action  on  the  urgent  issues  of  the  day.  In 
builxilng  the  united  front. 

The  relationship  between  Industrial  and  conrunlty  work  must  bo  re-anlaad  with 
a  view  to  their  maxiiiii»  possible  integration  or  cooirlinatlon  consistent  with  the 
needs  of  malJitainir^  and  strengthening  the  basic  shop  and  comunlty  cluba, 

Ifew  organ IzAtlonal  foraa  aust  ba  lought  and  ttaXmi  to  laprov*  tb*  tmrtj'a  abll- 
Ity  to  r««cb  the  people  vlth  it*  m««  and  coDcratTWtloo  policies.    TkndeDclae  to 
con*ervatl«m  In  org»nlzatloo,  to  tanaoloualy  bold  onto  outaoded  foraa  frca  sheer 
bftblt  Kuat  be  suroountcd  vbiie  goardlng  against  tendocles  to  liquidate  prown  baalo 
abop  and  coBnunlty  foraa. 


Balatad  to  the  decllna  In  attention  to  Party  orgaoliatlon,  and  prooaedlng  par- 
axial vlth  It,  baa  bMn  a  departure  froa  colleetlva  Mthoda  of  work.    Tbla  baa 
becoae  a  aarloua  weaknasa,  and  ttm  strengthenlDg  of  and  the  flgbt  for  oollectlTa 
work  has  beooaa  a  prlae  naceaalty. 

aaet 

Colleotlv«  work  aeana  not  aarely  that  leading  botlea/ragularly  aod  arrive  at 
declalons  together.  It  also  Involves  Party  dtsolpline  -  the  reaponslbUlty  and 
aubordlnatloD  of  each  individual  to  the  collective.  Iv  ataoa  a  constant  review 
of  tiM  work  of  every  leading  body  and  Its  Individual  vabers  aad  a  oootlaual  pm- 
oass  of  Haralat  crltlclae  and  self -crltlclea  In  the  oouree  of  tJ*  wort.  It  ra- 
qulrea  full  restoration  of  the  prlnclplea  aod  prek:tlces  of  deaocratlo  oeuti«llBB 
while  co«i)«ttlng  bureaucratic  tendencies. 

But  the  concept  of  collective  work  la  by  no  neaos  confined  to  relatione  aaoDg 
Bdwre  of  leading  bodies.  It  alao  Includes  those  between  leadership  aod  aeaber- 
ship,  between  higher  and  lower  organizational  levels  —  all  the  aore  so  today  whan 
the  Party  aust  learn  to  operate  with  far  fewer  full-tlasra.  Beal  collective  work 
aeaoa  pooling  the  experience  and  Judgnent  of  nenberahip  and  leaderahip  as  the  best 
basis  for  arriving  at  correct  declalons.  Thle  concept  Includes  sending  out-aheaha 
OB  policy  lAttera  in  advance  of  ssetlnga  to  aeouie  verification  or  laproveaant  froa 
the  field.  It  la  thia  which  constitutes  the  essence  of  Party  daaocraoy,  which  re- 
aldea  not  so  much  in  the  forwl  counting  of  votes  aa  In  the  extent  to  which  decla- 
lona  aie  based  in  actuality  on  the  widest  participation  of  the 'Party  mberablp. 

It  la  laportant  also  to  foater  Initiative  froai  below.  The  action  of  the  Nlob- 
Igao  Party,  setting  up  area  oomolls  consisting  of  club  leadera  and  state  comlttee 
■eabere,  la  a  cooBsndable  effort  In  tbie  direction. 

Today,  aa  a  result  of  all  the  Party  has  gone  through,  the  Beaberabip  will  no 
longer  slaply  take  the  word  of  the  leadership  but  luaiets  on  being  coovlneed  and 
bslplng  to  formulate  policy  -  a  sign  of  greater  health  and  Mturlty. 

Although  there  baa  been  laproveDsnt  In  collective  work  during  the  past  two 
years,  the  prssent  situation  leaves  auch  to  be  desired.    Both  nationally  and  on 
the  district  level,  there  is  a  widespread  tendency  to  substitute  individual  action 
for  collective  leadership.    Individual  leadera  report  on  their  work  infrequently 
or  not  at  all,  are  not  held  sufficiently  responsible  to  the  collective. 

The  leadership,  especially  In  the  national  center,  is  not  sufficiently  close 
to  the  DBDbershlp.    It  falls  to  give  adequate  guidance  to  the  Party 'e  work.  Is 
not  sufficiently  felt  In  the  ranks  of  the  Party. 

Considerable  Improvement  in  style  of  work  Is  required.    Leadership  aust  Mke 
itself  more  readily  available,  oust  develop  ouch  greater  Initiative  and  boldness 
In  nelntalnlng  contact.  In  giving  conreteness  to  its  guidance  of  the  Party'a  work. 
Among  other '■things,  every  Party  leader  should  not  only  be  a  aenber  of  a  club,  but 
also  attend  meetings  and  participate  in  the  club's  activities  as  auch  as  possible. 
This  will  aid  the  clubs  In  qosstlon,  aid  the  leaders  In  turn,  lessen  the  gap  be- 
tween leaders  and  neabers  and  further  help  to  renew  confidence  In  leadership,  other 
■Bans  of  Increased  oontaot  aod  exchange  ahoold  be  sought,  such  aa  asetlngs  with 
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representative  groups  of  cLvb  and  section  leaders  or  comrades  active  in  specific 
fields  of  work,  to  discuss  particular  problems.  Such  consultative  meetings  can 
In  many  cases  be  extended  to  include  non-Party  people. 

Every  Party  leader  shovad,  as  part  of  a  systematic  cadre -training  policy, 
select  and  help  develop  newer  and  younger  cadres;  and  to  achieve  a  proper  blending 
and  utilization  of  older  and  younger  comrades. 

Consideration  should  also  be  given  to  the  establishment  of  regional  organixa- 
tions  as  exists  for  the  Southern  region.    These  can  serve  as  valuable  links  in 
the  chain  of  leadership,  providing  a  means  of  more  frequent,  more  extensive  and 
more  concrete  discussion  of  problems  than  is  possible  on  a  national  scale. 

The  fight  for  coUectlve  work  demands  an  all-out  struggle  to  put  an  eixi  to  all 
manifestations  of  factionalism  and  factional  approaches.    This  vicious  evil,  grown 
to  nenaclng  proportions  In  the  course  of  the  Party  crisis,  has  in  the  main  been 
looted  out  of  our  ranks  as  the  Party  has  turned  more  and  more  to  mass  work,  How- 
aver>  nanifestatlons  of  incorrigible  factionalism  persist  in  a  few  quarters, 
threatening  to  disrupt  the  work  of  the  Party  anew.    These  must  be  eliminated,  for 
nothing  is  more  destructive  of  Party  unity  and  collective  work.   The  pernicious 
theory  that  Innei^-ferty  differences  Inevitably  give  rise  to  factionalism,  assidu- 
ously spread  by  the  factlonallsts  in  self-Justification,  must  be  exposed  as  an 
anti-Party  Idea,   Factionalism  is  an  evil  which  cannot  be  tolerated  if  the  Party 
Is  to  play  Its  role  arri  grow. 

Finally,  attention  to  recruiting  as  a  systematic,  ongoing  activity  of  the 
Party  must  be  re-established  (see  special  resolution).  Not  only  are  new  possib- 
ilities developing  for  recruHasent,  especially  among  industrial,  Negro  and  young 
people;  organized  attention  to  recruiting  is  indispensable  to  achieving  the  re- 
stored growth  and  influence  of  which  the  Party  is  capable.  We  must  attempt  to 
win  back  the  sound  elements  among  those  who  left  the  Party,  through  a  recruiting 
drive. 

Above  all,  far  more  attention  must  be  paid  the  Ifendst  press.    In  the  Party's 
present  clrcunstances,  the  need  of  The  Worker  as  an  organizer  and  mobilize  r  of 
the  membership,  as  an  instranent  for  reaching  out  beyond  the  Party,  is  consider- 
ably greater  than  in  the  past.   This  Inclules  not  only  greater  attention  by  Party 
organizations,  but  the  building  of  independent  organizations  to  promote  and  sup- 
port it  wherever  possible.    Building  the  press  is  mass  work.    Pairty  leadership 
should  participate  more  in  writing  for  the  press.   The  incoming  tetional  Commit- 
tee must  also  explore  the  possibilities,  for  developing  conditions  favorable  for 
the  re-Institution  of  the  rally  Worker, 


The  Communist  Party  USA  has  come  through  the  fires  of  many  ordeals.    It  is 
being  steeled  and  tempered.    It  has  begun  to  achieve  the  quality  of  maturity. 
Armed  with  correct  mass  policies,  aware  of  the  need  to  fight  for  correct  applica- 
tion of  those  policies  to  every  locality  and  to  strengthen  the  Party  organization- 
ally and  ideologically,  the  17th  Convention  is  confident  that  our  Party  will  suc- 
ceed in  transfomdng  the  new  qualities  it  is  acquiring  into  mass  Influence  to 
help  advance  the  best  national  interests  of  our  country  In  a  world  of  peace. 
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DISAEMAMEHT  AHD  THE  AMEFIC/iM  ECOHOMT 
(Heport  of  Hymn  Luner,  National  Ed.  Director,  to  ITtlj  IlQfl  Convention) 


Among  the  noet  far-reachlnn;  c^neequencec  of  the  Khruohchev  vlolt  t-'  our  Bhoros 
Ip  the  InpetuG  It  has  Given  tri  the  denona  f->r  ■^IsarmoBnt,  not  only  In  thie  ciuntry 
but  thr^ughnut  the  world.  Hie  '^ranctlc  propocal  f:^r  t^tal  unlveroal  aioarmnent  In 
f^ur  yeare,  rede  In  hlc  epeech  before  the  United  Hatlone,  hae  eepeclnlly  c -mtrlbutad 
to  ralBln;^  the  loeue  of  endln^i  tf»  ams  race  to  one  of  flrot  rank. 

In  thio  country,  dlsaranaent  hao  becoas  tte  eubject  of  the  noet  Intense  Inter- 
est and  dlocuoolon  on  all  oldee— not  ao  an  Ideal  vhooe  reollzatlon  Is  relecatafl  to 
the  remote  future,  but  ae  a  g-ol  within  actual  reach.  Today,  coneervatlve  buslneoB 
publications  dlscuoe  In  all  eerloueneea  the  proepeot  of  cute  In  nllltory  expendi- 
tures of  y<i  within  a  elnf'.le  year  and  dovote  nuch  space  to  probing  their  coneequenc- 
es.  In  the  parses  ^f  our  dally  newspapers,  leading  econonlota  write  ertenelvely  on 
tile  subject.  And  everywhere  the  question  Is  being  astod:  What  will  be  the  effecta 
01*  t-'tal  dlearatnasnt?    Will  It  bring  depression  and  oass  unenployraent7 

What  pr^nptB  this  question  Is  the  foct  that  since  World  War  II,  nllltory  expend- 
itures have  becons  o  highly  Important  factor  In  our  econony.    In  1939,  they  were 
lees  than  1^  ^f  the  national  product.    Even  at  their  lowest  point  after  the  wor. 
In  19^7,  they  were  nearly  5%  of  a  substantially  larger  notional  product.    During  the 
Korean  war  they  rose  to  15%,  and  since  then  they  have  reoolned  at  about  10)1  of  our 
total  output.    Ab-)ut  7-&f>  nf  the  lab-^r  force  le  directly  enployed  In  military  pro- 
duction.   If  we  add  th-,Be  ln''lrectly  enployed  In  c-nnectlon  with  It,  the  total 
c-nee  to  ab-^ut  15*. 

Currently,  ams  outlays  nn  a  world  scale  totol  ab?ut  $100  billion.    Of  this, 
Anerlcan  outlays  cone  to  nearly  half.    Moreover,  for  a  number  of  yeare,  the  United 
States  has  been  exportla-;  ams  to  other  countries  to  the  tune  of  eono  bllllooe  of 
dollars  a  year.    For  a  nunber  of  years  now  we  hove  been  living  under  a  penaet^ent 
peacetlne  arms  econoqy,  and  In  what  has  been  terned  a  "(jarrleon  state." 

Whole  connunltles  have  become  econonlcelly  dependent  -.n  arms  Industries.  The 
UO-odd  billions  a  year  spent  on  ams  Is  widely  viewed  as  a  necessary  prop  to  the 
eonoay  and  a  pr-'tectlon  against  crisis.    And  American  wortors  have  frenerolly  come 
to  look  upon  arms  production  as  a  guarantee  of  Jobs—the  answer  to  uneTaploynsnt . 

Put  It  is  In  reality  none  of  these  thia'^e.    The  American  people  have  been  node 

VlctlTlS  Of  Q  hooi. 

THE  NATOBE  OF  ASMS  ECOHOMY 

Military  expenditure  is  a  form  of  state  monopoly  capltallem—that  Is,  of  using 
the  financial  resources  of  the  p;ovemnent  t'^  protect  and  augment  monopoly  profits, 
with  the  working  people  footing  the  bill.  In  other  words,  It  Is  a  way  of  using  the 
state  apparatus  to  Increase  the  extraction  of  surplus  values. 

It  Is  the  form  of  government  spendlnr;  most  preferable  to  big  business.  Its 
desirability  to  then  lies  first  In  the  fact  that  It  provides  a  guaranteed  market 
which  is  also  extremely  prof Itable—ae  a  rule  much  more  so  than  civilian  produc- 
tion.   Thus,  while  profit  on  invested  capital  of  the  500  biggest  cempanies  In  1957 
averaged  11. U*,  profits  of  the  twelve  largest  recipients  of  military  orders  ranged 
from  Ih.l-f,  to  21. 3*.    (Fortune.  July,  1958).    The  actual  rate  of  profit  is  often 
much  higher  than  these  figures  show.    If  we  take  Into  account  the  fact  that  in  the 
aircraft  industry  much  of  the  plant  and  equipment  h^s  been  built  at  government  ex- 
pense and  turned  over  to  private  corporations  to  operate,  profit  rates  have  In  a 
nunber  of  cases  run  at  well  over  100$  --  a  doubling  of  investment  in  a  single  year. 

Second,  the  products,  in  view  of  their  useleesnees  except  for  war,  offer  no 
competition  with  production  for  the  civilian  market.    Third,  since  the  basis  pre- 
sented for  arms  production  is  an  alleged  need  to  defend  the  country  against  aggres- 
sion, workers  can  be  Induced  to  sacrifice  for  it,  say  in  the  form  of  higher  taxes  — 
eonethlng  which  they  would  not  readily  do  for  other  purposes.    And  finally.  It 
dovetails  with  monopoly  capital's  aggressive  tendencies  and  alms.    And  the  atmos- 
phere of  war  hysteria  which  is  the  necessary  Justification  for  militarizing  the 
econouy  is  one  which  is  conducive  to  McCarthyite  political  repression  and  an  anti- 
labor  drive.    It  le  not  surprlolng,  therefore,  that  military  expenditures  have  be- 
come by  far  the  most  extensive  form  of  state  monopoly  capitalist  operation,  com- 
prising well  over  half  of  the  total  federal  budget. 
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Economically,  tlie  significance  of  military  expenditures  lie  In  their  utter 
wastefulnesa.  They  are  as  wasteful  as  If  the  roocIb  were  simply  dumped  Into  the 
ocean,  or  as  If  armies  of  men  were  put  to  work  dlgglnc  holes  and  then  filling  them 
up.  Consequently,  they  serve  especially  well  as  a  neans  of  destroying  the  economic 
surplus  which  capitalism  Inevitably  generates.  In  an  economic  crisis,  th©  surplus 
Is  In  large  part  destroyed,  at  the  expense  of  the  capitalists.  In  military  produc- 
tion the  same  thing  le  accomplished  to  the  profit  of  the  capitalists  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  workers. 

For  what  Is  wasted  must  be  paid  for  by  someone.    The  money  which  the  government 
spends  Is  obtained  through  taxation  or  borrowing.    Either  way,  a  share  of  civilian 
purchasing  power  Is  appropriated  by  the  government  and  then  redistributed  through 
the  military  expenditures .    And  In  the  process  the  workers  Invariably  cons  out  on 
the  short  end. 

They  pay  a  disproportionate  share  of  the  heavy  and  growing  burden  of  taxes. 
For  example,  a  much  higher  share  of  personal  Incoms  tax  Is  paid  by  low-income  groups 
today  than  before  the  war.    And  today  the  average  worker  pays  out  fully  one -third 
of  his  earnings  In  taxes.    As  for  govemmsnt  borrowing.  It  Is  chiefly  the  big  corp- 
orations, banks  ard  Insurance  companies  which  own  the  government  bonds  and  collect 
the  more  than  $8  billion  a  year  In  Interest  on  them.    It  Is  the  w^rklng  people  who 
pay  the  major  share  of  that  Interest,  amounting  to  more  than  ten  cents  of  every 
federal  tax  dollar. 

Furthermore,  since  It  destroys  a  part  of  the  national  wealth,  the  money  spent 
on  arms  maintains  a  given  level  of  demand  without  producing  an  equivalent  supply  of 
goods  or  services.    It  therefore  leads  to  rising  prices.    And  If  the  govemnent. 
Instead  of  borrowing  from  the  existing  money  supply,  finances  Its  operAtlons  by 
printing  additional  money,  this  forces  prices  up  still  more.    Either  way,  workers 
pay  through  Inflated  prices.    Since  19^*6,  consumer  prices  have  risen  by  no  less 
than  1*8^6. 

But  working  people  pay  not  alone  In  high  taxes  and  rising  prices.    They  pay 
heavily  In  terms  of  the  social  services  for  which  the  money  spent  on  arcs  could 
have  been  used,  and  of  which  they  are  deprived.    This  was  dramatically  exproseed  by 
none  other  than  President  Elsenhower  himself,  in  a  speech  delivered  In  1953.  fe 

Every  gun  that  Is  made,  every  warship  launched,  every  rocket  fired 
Elgnlflea—ln  the  final  sense — a  theft  from  those  who  hunger  and  are 
not  fed,  those  who  are  cold  and  are  not  clothed. 

This  World  In  arms  Is  not  spending  money  alone. 

It  Is  spending  the  sweat  of  Its  laborers,  the  genius  of  Its  scientists, 
the  hopes  of  Its  children. 

The  cost  of  one  modern  heavy  bomber  is  this;    a  modem  brick  school  In 
more  than  30  cities. 

It  is:  two  electric  power  plants,  each  serving  a  town  of  60,0CX) 
population. 

It  Is:  two  fine,  fully -equipped  hospitals. 

It  is:  soras  50  miles  of  concrete  highway.... 

We  pay  for  a  single  destroyer  with  new  homes  that  could  have  housed 
more  than  8,000  people,    (Quoted  from  Lumer,  War  Economy  and  Crisis,  p.  2?9.) 

It  would  be  well  for  the  people  to  remind  the  President  of  these  words. 

More  recently,  the  effects  of  the  arms  economy  have  been  shown  In  a  study 
presented  In  the  AFL-CIO  publication.  Labor's  Economic  Bevlew  (June-July,  1959). 
Here  a  recent  report  prepared  under  the  direction  of  General  J.  S.  Bragdon,  Special 
Assistant  to  President  Elsenhower,  Is  quoted  as  saying:    "In  almost  every  field  in 
public  vorks—hospltalfl,  schools,  civic  centers,  recreational  facllltles--ehorta<Tes 
are  the  rule,  not  the  exception.    In  almost  every  category  we  are  felling  farther 
and  farther  behind  In  meeting  even  current  demands." 

The  study  shows  that  whereas  100,000  classrooms  a  year  are  needed,  only  6o- 
70,000  are  being  built.    The  estlceited  need  for  public  school  construction  Is 
about  $i»  billion  a  year;  but  only  $3  billion  le  being  spent.    Add  to  this  the  need 
of  funds  to  raise  teachers'  salaries  enough  to  attract  competent  teachers  and  end 
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the  growing  ahortage,  or  of  funas  for  acholarshipe  to  enable  the  ntiny  talented 
young  people  to  attend  college  who  cannot  new  afford  It. 

We  need  two  million  new  housing  unite  a  year;  only  1.3  million  are  being  con- 
Btructed,  We  need  more  than  1,200,000  hospital  beds  a  year;  not  much  more  than 
half  this  number  are  provided  for.  We  need  5,000  public  health  centers,  15,000 
aiacnostlo  or  treatmsnt  centers,  500  rehabilitation  centers  for  the  handicapped. 
We  need  20  new  medical  schoole  now,  and  an  equal  number  of  dental  echoole  In  the 
next  ten  years.    We  need  far  more  money  for  nedlcal  research. 

Ana  so  on. 

The  etody  manages  somehow  to  avoid  mentioning  the  fact  that  It  le  because  of 
the  huge  burden  of  spending  for  arms  that  we  cannot  "afford"  these  things,  and  that 
the  money  now  being  thrown  away  on  InstruBsnts  of  destruction  would  more  than  cover 
the  costs  of  these  vital  social  needs. 

To  be  sure,  military  expenditures  offer  a  temporary  stimulas  to  the  econamy. 
LarsB-scale  war  production  provides  an  outlet  for  capital  which,  because  of  limited 
BRrkets,  cannot  be  so  profitably  invested  in  civilian  production.    In  this  way,  a 
decline  in  capital  Investment  can  be  temporarily  arrested.    But  once  the  given 
level  of  military  production  is  reached,  this  shot -in -the -arm  effect  wears  off,  and 
Increased  outlays  are  required  to  revive  it.    In  addition,  though  it  nay  temporarily 
keep  the  ecooooy  In  a  state  of  booo,  it  does  so  only  by  intensifying  the  underlying 
factors  mking  for  crisis. 

The  large-scale  military  outlays  of  the  postwar  years  have  not  sufficed  to  pre- 
vent the  outbreak  of  three  econoaic  slumps  and  a  rising  level  of  unemployrant .  And 
they  have  resulted  in  the  persistence  of  a  huge  national  debt,  hij^her  today  than  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  which  creates  difficulties  in  further  borrowing  and  greatly  re- 
duces the  margin  of  safety  In  the  event  of  a  crisis.  In  fact  the  per  capita  nation- 
al debt  and  la  the  World . 

Nor  is  the  stimulus  of  arms  spending  one  which  cannot  be  produced  better,  from 
the  viewpoint  of  the  working  people,  in  other  ways.  If  the  money  is  actually  spent 
on  arms  rather  than  for  other  purposes,  the  basic  reason  is  political  rather  than 
economic.  The  arms  economy  prowe  out  of  the  cold  war,  out  of  the  aggressive  designs 
of  Wall  Street.  To  change  it,  therefore,  requires  a  political  struggle  on  the  part 
of  the  workers  for  such  a  change,  as  well  as  for  monopoly  to  foot  the  bill. 

Finally,  war  econooy  le  Inseparable  from  war.    It  can  be  maintained,  as  ««  have 
stated,  only  on  the  grounds  that  war  threatens.    John  Poster  Dulles,  In  a  book 
written  many  yeeure  ago,  expressed  It  very  bluntly;    Be  wrote: 

In  order  to  bring  a  notion  to  support  the  burdens  Incident 
to  BBlntalning  great  military  establishments,  it  is  neoee- 
sary  to  create  an  emotional  state  akin  to  war  psychology. 
There  must  be  the  portrayal  of  an  external  menace .  (War, 
Peace,  and  Change.  1931.) 

BCOBOMIC  fcifycCTS  OP  DEARMAMgWr 

What  would  be  the  actual  effects  of  a  steep  reduction  in  arms  spending^ 
Whtt  If  the  forty-odd  billions  now  devoted  to  this  purpose  were  to  be  out  off, 
say  within  th©  next  year?    Would  the  bottom  fall  out  of  the  economy? 

Some  have  argued  that  It  would .    They  visualize  several  million  now  enga^d 
in  arms  production  being  thrown  out  of  work,  plus  nearly  three  million  more  being 
released  from  the  armed  forces  into  a  glutted  labor  nfirket.    This  would,  accord- 
ing to  some  estimates,  raise  the  number  of  Jobless  to  some  15  mlllloo,  or  well 
over  20^6  of  the  labor  force. 
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BuBlnesB  Reaction  to  Cuts 

Generally,  big  business  views  any  threatned  cut  In  arms  outlaye  with  alAni, 
as  a  harbinger  of  economic  decline.    The  "peace  Jitters"  In  Wall  Street  with 
every  development  toward  world  peace,  however  slight,  are  a  familiar  phencnenou. 

Today,  however,  some  are  taking  a  more  optUnlstlc  view  of  the  matter,  basing 
themselves  on  the  possibility  of  very  steep  tax  cuts,  raising  the  base  of  both 
consuner  denand  and  capital  Investment  to  new  peaks.    Illustrative  of  this  Is  an 
article  In  the  u.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  Publication  Ration's  Business  for  October, 
1959,  entitled  "What  Peace  Would  Do  To  You."    The  article  stateel    "a^  abrupt 
softening  of  cold  war  pressures— If  It  comes— can  bring  this  country  a  boom,  not 
the  recession  suggested  by  such  phrases  as  'peace  scare'. 

It  Would,  the  article  argues,  bring  a  rise  In  consumer  goods  spending  far 
exceeding  the  cut  In  military  spending,  and  concentrated  In  consumsr  durables. 
And  because  of  the  shift  from  military  goods  production.  It  would  bring  an  upeurgo 
In  spending  for  new  plant  and  equipment  for  consumer  goods.    Hence  the  state  of 
the  economy  would  be  greatly  improved .    The  sane  line  of  argument  has  appeared  in 
U.S.  News  and  World  Report  and  other  publications. 

As  we  shall  see,  such  predictions  of  a  virtually  autoB»tlc  boom  are  unfounded. 
But  the  dire  foreboding  of  an  economic  crash  are  equally  unwarranted.  They  fail  to 
take  the  entire  picture  into  account.  Including  various  possible  counter-acting 
factors.  History  shows  that  a  sharp  drop  in  arms  expenditure  need  not  result  In  a 
major  crisis.  To  be  sure,  the  War  of  l8l2,  the  Civil  War  and  World  War  I  were  fol- 
lowed by  depressions  of  some  severity.  But  World  War  II  was  not,  contrary  to  wide- 
spread expectations  based  on  previous  experience.  Here,  with  effective  price  con- 
trols and  rationing  during  the  war,  a  large  backlog  of  denand,  both  for  capital  an) 
coneumer  goods,  was  built  up.  This,  together  with  certain  other  consequences  of 
the  war,  led  to  a  period  of  rising  national  income,  followed  by  nothing  more  severe 
than  the  relative  mild  19W-J*9  crieis.  And  this  despite  a  drop  of  sone  $77  billion 
in  military  outlays  between  igkk  and  19'*7,  $57  billion  of  It  in  19U6  alone. 

It  is  therefore  dangerous  to  generalize;  each  situation  must  be  Judged  In  ti. 
lig'.'t  of  the  existing  clrcumatancee .    A  sharp  decline  in  military  expenditures  toda> 
Would  find  not  a  backlog  of  deferred  civilian  demand  but  excess  capacity  already  ex- 
isting in  civilian  goods  industries,  and  more  than  5^  of  the  labor  force  already 
unemployed.    At  the  same  time  the  total  drop  in  arms  expenditures  would  not  be 
nearly  as  greit  as  after  World  War  II. 

But  what  is  particularly  important  Is  the  fact  that  such  a  drop  would  also  lay 
the  basis  for  important  offsetting  effects,  made  possible  by  the  freeing  of  the 
enormous  sums  prevaiously  spent  on  arms. 

First  of  all.  It  would  make  possible  very  substantial  tax  nuts  which  would 
considerably  raise  coneuiser  purchasing  power.    If  the  present  arms  budget  were 
reduced  to  half — a  cut  of  about  $23  billion —and  half  of  this  in  turn  were  allocat- 
ed to  a  cut  in  federal  income  taxes,  it  would  reduce  the  total  of  these  by  nearly 
20%.    If  the  cut  were  confined  to  personal  income  taxes,  it  would  reduce  these  by 
30^.    And  if  it  were  concentrated  among  the  low-incoms  group,  millions  of  workers 
would  be  freed  of  the  paynsnt  of  Income  taxes  altogether.    This  rise  in  purchasing 
power  would  provide  a  base  for  a  substantial  growth  of  production  and  employment 
In  the  consumer  goods  industries,  and  help  to  absorb  the  men  and  wotaen  released 
from  the  armed  forces  and  military  production. 

Second,  the  funds  released  could  be  used  for  productive  purroees—educatlonn, 
health,  housing,  old  age  benefits,  etc.— which  would  also  serve  to  relae  living 
standards  and  mass  purchasing  power,  and  to  provide  Jobs.    The  cost  of  thirty  ola- 
siles— about  $1  billion—would  provide  200  hospitals  or  100  power  plants,  and  would 
make  available  many  more  Jobs  than  would  the  production  of  the  missiles.    Less  then 
20^  of  present  military  appropriations  would  provide  half  a  million  houses  a  year, 
and  employment  for  more  than  800,000  workers  In  building  and  allied  trades.  In 
fact,  the  $1+6  billion  a  year  now  going  down  the  drain  would  be  more  than  enough, 
in  addition  to  a  good-sized  tax  cut,  to  provide  all  the  unfilled  social  needs  out- 
lined above,  as  well  as  to  bring  the  economic  level  of  the  Negro,  Puerto  Blcan  and 
Mexican-American  workers  up  to  the  national  average. 

Moreover,  the  huge  sums  now  spent  on  military  research  could  bo  used  to  fin- 
ance research  for  useful  purposes.  A  fraction  of  these  expenditures  invested  in 
research  on  heart  disease  and  cancer,  for  example,  would  go  far  toward  ellnlnatlng 
these  as  the  number  one  and  number  two  killers  they  now  are.  The  developosnt  of 
peacetime  uses  of  atomic  energy  would  be  greatly  speoded  up.  And  not  least,  the 
ending  of  the  present  secrecy  of  scientific  and  technical  work  would  offer  a  tre- 
mendous stimulus  to  scientific  advance. 
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fbird,  tbe  money  now  used  to  ahlp  arma  abroeul  ae  "military  aid"  could  be  used 
for  genuine  economic  aealetance  to  undeveloped  oountrlea.  In  the  form  of  long-*"™ 
credlte  at  low  Interest  for  the  purpoee  of  Industrialization.    This  would  raise 
living  standards  In  these  oovmtrlee  and  provide  greatly  en)Arged  markets  for  Amer- 
ican exports. 

Fourth,  the  easing  of  world  tensions  which  is  the  basis  for  dlsanMsnt  would 
likewise  open  the  doors  to  ending  the  embargo  on  trade  with  the  socialist  world. 
The  potential  volume  of  such  trade  Is  large  enough  to  make  it  a  factor  of  major 
Importance  to  the  American  ecooony.    In  1958,  American  exports  to  the  Soviet  ttjlon 
amounted  to  less  than  $5  million.    Considering  that  the  Soviet  population  Is  equal 
In  elre  to  those  of  Britain,  ftwnce,  West  Oemany,  Italy  and  the  Hetherlands  com- 
bined, if  we  were  to  export  to  It  on  the  same  basis  as  we  new  do  to  these  five 
countries,  tf»  total  vlue  of  such  exports  would  be  no  lees  than  $3  billion  a  year. 
It  Is  interesting  to  note  that  Cyrus  Katon  has  arrived  at  a  similar  estimate.  If 
we  add  to  tile  the  potential  volune  of  trade  with  People's  China  and  the  Eastern 
European  people's  democracies,  the  present  volume  of  American  exports  could  be 
augnented  by  at  least  one-third—an  Increase  which  would  provide  a  considerable 
number  of  added  Jobs. 

Summarltlng  these  points  In    his  speech  to  the  United  Nations,  Premier  Khrush- 
chev concluded:  "The  claims  that  dlean»ment  would  bring  on  a  crlels  or  economic 
recession  In  the  highly  developed  Industrial  countries  of  the  capitalist  world  are 
accordingly  unfounded." 

This  Is  quite  trus.    But  by  the  saoB  token,  neither  will  dlearnBrnsnt  eliminate 
crises,  any  more  than  an  arme  economy  will  do  so.    The  source  of  the  boon-bust 
cycle  lies  much  deeper  In  the  economy,  and  neither  arming  nor  disarming  Is  a  pan- 
acea against  It. 

Certainly,  there  Is  no  assurance  that  dlearmeuoact  will  autooatlcally  give 
rise  to  a  boom,  as  Hatlon'e  Business  contends,    with  considerable  excess  product- 
ive capacity  already  existing,  It  would  take  a  big  Jump  In  consumer  goods  spending 
Indeed  to  stimulate  new  Investmsnt  to  any  conelderable  degree.    Moreover,  there  Is 
nothing  autooatlc  about  the  extent  to  which  consumer  purchasing  power  will  be  In- 
creesed,  nor  about  the  realization  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  dlsarnonent  gen- 
erally by  the  working  people.    Compelled  to  accooodate  themselves  to  (growing  pros- 
pects of  peace  and  a  consequent  gfowlng  inability  to  nolntaln  an  arms  econony  as 
the  principal  neans  of  bolstering  their  profits,  the  monopolies  will  seek  by  other 
means  to  protect  them  at  the  expense  of  the  people.    If  there  Is  to  be  a  tax  cut, 
they  will  strive  to  make  sure  It  Is  they  who  get  the  benefit  of  It.    If  govemmsnt 
funds  are  to  be  spent  for  purposes  other  than  arms,  they  will  demand  they  be  spent 
so  ae  to  benefit  big  business.    (A  favorite  neaeure  Is  road -building,  which  is 
highly  profitable  In  the  construction  and.  In  the  case  of  toll  roads.  In  the  opera- 
tion.   And  they  will  fight  tooth  and  nail  against  government  spending  for  low-coet 
housing  or  power  projects,  as  infringing  on  the  sacred  donBln  of  private  enter- 
prise.   At  the  sane  time,  they  will  call  upon  the  workers  to  sacrifice  and  work 
harder  in  the  name  of  meeting  an  alleged  Soviet  economic  "threat."    The  working 
people  can  benefit  from  dlsarnfinent,  therefore,  only  to  the  extent  that  they  are 
successful  In  fighting  to  do  so. 

Of  course.  In  some  areas  where  war  Industries  are  predominant  (especially 
where  large  aircraft  plants  are  the  chief  source  of  Jobs),  dlsarnonent  would 
create  problems  of  unemployment,  at  least  temporarily.    In  some  cases  (for  ex- 
ample, aluminum  electronics),  the  product  can  be  used  for  peacetime  purposes  with 
little  or  no  conversion,  given  an  expansion  of  civilian  martots;  other  Industries 
such  as  aircraft,  however,  would  either  have  to  convert  to  new  products  or  drast- 
ically curtail  operfttlons. 

For  the  workers  In  such  areas,  there  would  indeed  be  serious  difficulties. 
But  these  would  not  be  new.    Such  problems  already  exist  as  a  consequence  of  the 
decline  of  employraent  In  such  Industries  as  coal  mining,  decentralization  and  run- 
away plants,  which  have  given  rise  to  depreseed  areas  marked  by  chronic  unemploy- 
ment, areas  whose  number  is  growing  even  with  large-scale  military  expenditures. 
Furthermore,  employment  In  certain  key  war  Industries  Is  falling  despite  rising 
arme  budgets.    For  example,  the  growing  weight  given  to  missile  production—an 
experimental  and  pilot  operation  which  absorbs  many  dollars  but  few  production 
workers— has  meant  a  drop  in  orders  for  conventional  aircraft,  and  in  employment 
in  the  aircraft  industry.    Thus,  from  the  last  quarter  of  1956  to  May,  1959,  the 
number  employed  fell  by  117,000  or  newly  Ih'fi.    And  this  nmaber  has  been  further 
swelled  as  a  result  of  recent  large  cancellations  of  military  orders. 


COMMUNIST  PARTY  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA   DISTRICT  23 


Theeo  eltuatlona  require  a  program  of  govemmsnt  aselatance  for  the  rehabil- 
itation of  Industry  and  for  publloworke  In  euch  areas,  ae  well  as  Increased  uneo- 
ployiaent  compensation,  debt  and  mortgage  moratoriums.  Job  retraining,  assistance 
In  relocation  and  other  measures  designed  to  aid  the  workers  affected  and  their 
famlllea.  Such  a  program  Is  needed  now,  and  Is  In  fact,  being  advocated  by  org- 
anised labor  today.  With  dlsansamBnt  It  could  be  more  readily  carried  out,  since 
Bcme  of  the  money  saved  on  arms  could  be  used  for  the  purpose.  Certainly,  these 
problems  would  be  no  less  capable  of  solution  In  a  peacetime  economy  than  In  a 
var  ooonooor  —  to  the  ertent  that  they  can  be  resolved  at  all  In  a  capitalist 


Prc*lBfflB  would  also  be  created  by  the  sudden  addition  to  the  civilian  labor 
farce  of  some  3  million  men  and  women  released  from  the  artDsd  forces.  Here,  the 
payment  of  unemployment  benefits  to  such  veterans,  along  the  lines  of  tie  52-20 
payaenta  after  World  War  II,  would  help  neterlally  to  meet  the  situation. 

Not  leaat,  apeolal  atepa  are  needed  to  aid  the  Negro,  Puerto  Rlcan  and  Mexl- 
oanW^rlcan  workera,  who,  being  laat  hired  and  first  fired,  would  be  subjected  to 
special  bardehip. 

In  addition,  ecate  aaalatance  would  have  to  bo  given  to  snail  business  enter- 
prises affected.  In  the  form  of  tax  credits  or  financial  aid. 

These  thlnga,  too,  will  not  be  won  without  a  struggle.    In  short,  dlsarnBnBnt 
will  not  abolish  the  contradictions  of  capitalism.    It  will  not  remedy  the  basic 
Instability  of  the  Anarlcan  economy  and  the  growing  Insecurity  of  American  workers. 
It  will  not  of  Itself  bring  about  a  Utopia  In  which  jobs  and  prosperity  are  as- 


HowBver,  this  In  no  way  negates  Its  enormous  Import  for  the  American  working 
people,   Dlaamamsnt  will  remove  the  principal  obetacle  to  reduction  of  taxes  and 
imprownsnt  of  social  welfare.    It  will  vastly  Increase  the  poeslbllltles  of  win- 
ning BBjor  economic  and  social  advances  and  of  realizing  In  soms  measure  the  tre- 
mendous promise  held  forth  by  modem  science  and  technology.    If  we  add  to  this 
the  Incalculable  blessing  of  living  in  freedom  from  the  fear  of  nuclear  wcr,  as 
we?l  as  the  eradication  of  the  reactionary  atomsphere  of  war  hysteria,  intimida- 
tion and  repression  of  the  cold  war  yeare,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  whatever 
profit  an  arms  econcn^  may  bring  to  big  business,  the  working  people  are  infin- 
itely better  off  without  It. 

Hor  Is  this  confined  to  the  United  States  alone.    Dlsarnanent  is  a  world 
process,  and  on  a  world  scale  It  can  pave  the  way  for  a  far-reaching  transfora- 
atloD.    In  hla  outstanding  book.  World  Without  War,  the  eminent  British  scientist 
J.  D.  Bemal  stateei    "It  Is  not  only  poaalble  but  practicable  to  raise  the  stand- 
ara  of  living  of  all  the  world,  within  a  generation,  to  that  enjoyed  by  the  people 
In  the  most  favored  countries  today,"    This,  he  says,  requires  one  proviso... that 
war  Is  avoided.    Not  only  must  there  be  no  fighting  but  something  must  be  done  to 
stop  the  present  state  of  continuous  war  preparation  and  threats  of  war,  a  waste 
of  hunBn  resources  and  human  Intelligence  -i^hat  la  holding  back  the  whole  develop- 
msnt  of  aolence  Itself  and  blocking  Its  useful  application."  (p.  2) 

DISAHHflMBHT  HOT  ASSURED 


But  It  la  not  only  the  benefits  of  disarmament  which  must  be  fought  for. 
Though  dlsarnament  has  becoms  a  central  Issue,  the  fight  to  achieve  It  still  lies 
ahead.   Even  the  Initial  steps  are  yet  to  be  won. 

To  be  sure,  there  la  a  body  of  sentiment  which  takes  dlsanrament  with  some 
seriousness.   For  example.  Senator  'Bnbert  H,  Humphrey  recently  stated  that  he 
believes  the  Soviet  leadership  la  serious  la  Its  proposals,  and  that  we  must  neks 
prepaietlons  so  that  disarmament  will  not  cause  a  setback.    But  the  fact  is  that 
the  cold  war  has  not  been  abandoned,  and  this  means  In  the  main  a  contlnuetion  of 
preesures  for  big  arms  budcets. 

For  the  past  several  years,  arms  expenditures  have  been  rlalngj  alnce  1959, 
they  have  gone  up  at  an  average  rate  of  about         billion  a  year  (frcQ  $39.1 
billion  In  1955  to  an  average  annual  rate  of  $46  billion  in  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1959) .   And  this  In  the  face  of  repeated  declarations  by  Ei8enh<«r 
thtt  military  expendlturee  were  to  be  held  down. 

At  the  aame  time,  there  has  been  extensive  pressure  for  still  greater  In- 
creasea.   A  report  of  the  Rockefeller  Bfothers  Fund,  Issued  last  year,  calls  for 
a  rate  of  Increase  of  $3  billion  a  year  for  the  next  several  years.    The  unpub- 
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llehea  Oalther  Report  projected  a  rise  to  $65  billion  a  year  by  I963.    Still  other 
proposalB  envisage  a  rise  within  the  next  few  years  to  outlays  of  as  much  as  $75 
billion  annually. 

In  this,  the  top  Democratic  Party  leadership  has  Joined.    Thus,  In  mld-1959 
the  Advisory  Council  of  the  Democratic  National  Committee  urged  a  program  adding  up 
to  $3  billion  more  per  year.    ("The  Military  Forces  We  Need  and  Bow  to  Get  Th«ii," 
Democratic  Digest,  July,  1959).    An  equal  clamor  has  gone  up  from  the  top  labor 
leadership  which,  like  the  Democratic  Party  spokesnen,  has  repeatedly  charged  the 
Elsenhower  Administration  with  sacrificing  the  country's  defense.    So,  too,  have 
liberal  economists  like  Leon  Keyserllng,  whose  proposed  "National  Prosperity  BurtgBt" 
Includes  provision  for  greatly  enhanced  arms  outlays.    He  writes:    "There  would 
also  be  room  In  such  a  budget  to  lift  our  national  security  outlays  In  accord  with 
the  Judgoent  of  the  beet  guallMed  experts..."  (Conference  on  Economic  Progress, 
Inflation:  Cause  and  Cure.  June,  1959.) 

Nor  have  these  pressured  lessened  since  the  Khrushchev  visit.    The  position 
of  the  Democratic  Party  spokesmen,  the  labor  leadership  and  the  liberal  economists 
remains  essentially  unchanged  so  far.    So  does  that  of  a  Nelson  Rockefeller  and  other 
Important  representatives  of  monopoly.    And  within  the  Administration  Itself,  the 
State  and  Defense  Departments  only  jvcently  urged  Elsenhower  to  raise  hie  request 
for  foreign  military  aid  in  the  budget  for  fiscal  196I  from  the  $1.3  blUlon  figure 
propcsed  by  him  to  $2  billion. 

The  Elsenhower  proposals,  on  the  other  hand,  call  not  for  cute  In  military 
expenditures,  but  merely  for  keeping  them  at  present  levels.    And  even  this,  more- 
over. Is  little  more  than  propn^da  looking  to  the  i960  elections.    As  Jamss  Reston 
puts  It  (Hew  York  Times.  November  13,  1959):    "The  Administration  has  embarked  00  a 
'peace  program'  and  does  not  want  It  to  coincide  with  Increased  military  expendi- 
tures.   It  Is  talking  dlsamBment.    It  wants  to  go  into  the  i960  presidential 
political  camr-algn  as  the  party  of  'peace  and  fiscal  responsibility.'"    (Our  sm- 
phasls.)    In  practice,  Elsenhower,  as  In  the  past,  proves  not  averse  to  proposed 
Increases.    Thus,  he  has  yielded  to  the  State  Departmen*  and  Pentagon  pressurds  for 
higher  foreign  military  aid  appropriations. 

Generally,  the  Idea  of  dlsamement  of  any  serious  kind  continues  to  be  regarded 
as  something  unreal.    A  recent  expression  of  what  Is  the  prevailing  big  business 
view  was  given  only  recently  by  Westlnghouse  Electrical  Corporation  president 
Mark  W.  Cresap,  Jr.  Advocating  long-range  as  against  "crash"  arms  programs,  he  said: 

A  stable,  long-range  continuing  defense  program  Is  preparation 
for  peace.    It  is  essential  for  our  survival.... 

We  need  a  stable  and  continuing  military  program  because  in  the 
hears  and  decades  ahead  we  Americans  are  going  to  be  faced  with 
the  roughest  kind  of  competition  from  peoples  of  demonstrated 
caliber  and  accomplIshmBnt.    In  this  competition  there  Is  no 
second  chance  and  no  margin  for  error.    (New  York  Times.  Sept- 
ember 25,  1959.) 

In  short,  the  road  to  peace  continues  to  be  viewed  as  lying  In  arming  ourselves  to 
the  teeth  for  the  indefinite  future.  For  large  sections  of  big  business,  this  is, 
of  course,  the  road  to  greater  profits  as  well  both  her«  and  abroad.  Thus,  American 
arms  manufacturers  are  today  pouring  large  sums  into  reviving  the  West  Germans  arms 
industries.  Relying  on  a  continued  policy  of  rearming  that  country  as  Wall  Street's 
chief  European  outpost,  companies  like  General  Electric,  American  Motors,  Lockheed, 
General  Dynamics,  to  name  but  a  few, are  buying  heavily  into  West  German  firms  with 


New  York  Times  writer  Hanson  W.  Baldwin  frankly  regards  dlearmament  as  "pie 
in  the  sky."    He  writes  (November  8,  1959) : 

...the  agreements  fo  far  lie  largely  In  the  realm  of  semantics  and 
of  pious  hopes,  ar.    the  disagreements  are  of  fundamental  substantive 
Importance .    Despite  almost  fifteen  years  of  effort,  there  has  been 
no  progress  In  the  limitation  of  arms,  much  less  in  "universal  dis- 
aruBment." 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  "...Mr.  Khrushchev's  glittering  goal  of  'universal  and 
complete'  disarmament  Is  a  mirage,  a  psychological  come-on." 


The  ooia-war  mentality  dies  hard. 
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Just  as  there  are  as  yet  no  serious  moves  toward  actual  reduction  of  arms,  so 
also  Is  there  no  sign  of  easing  the  restrictions  on  Anerlcan-Sovlet  trade. 

Last  June,  Premier  Khrushchev  nade  a  fcld  for  the  purchase  of  $100,000,000 
worth  of  American  chemical  and  other  Industrial  equipment,  an  offer  he  repeated 
during  his  visit.    The  offer  vas  rejected  by  Elsenhower  when  It  was  first  ii»do,  and 
again  after  Khrushchev's  visit. 

Bockefeller  has  chimed  In  with  a  demand  that  the  Soviet  Union  be  required  to 
"comply  with  Western  trading  rules"  aa  a  condition  for  trade  —  to  pay  In  hard 
currencies  and  to  "stop  dumping  goods"  abroad.    In  November  the  Comnerce  Department 
refused  export  licences  for  the  sale  of  $15.6  million  worth  of  stainless  steel  to 
the  Soviet  Onion,  as  well  as  nearly  $177,600  worth  of  chemicals.    The  Manufacturlns 
Chemists  Association  flatly  rejected  the  Soviet  bid  to  buy  chemical  plants  and  pro- 
cesses, part  of  the  $100  million  offer,  because  this  would  allegedly  give  the  Soviet 
Union  the  advantage  of  valuable  technol-jglcal  shortcuts. 

Clearly,  hero  too  the  cold -war  mentality  prevails.  The  fight  for  restoration 
of  trade,  like  that  for  disarmement.  Is  yet  to  be  won. 

FIGHT  FOR  PEACE  AHD  DISARMflMEHT 

If  any  real  advance  Is  to  be  made  in  the  direction  of  disarnamsnt,  thsrefore, 
the  extensive  sentiment  for  It  among  the  Amerlcem  people  must  find  organized  expres- 
sion, reflecting  the  widest  unity  of  all  who  desire  peace  and  an  end  to  the  anno 
race.    Above  all,  the  main  leadership  of  organized  labor  m»i8t  be  brought  to  abandon 
Its  present  suicidal  policy  of  aggressive  promotion  of  cold-war  policies  and  repeat- 
ed demands  for  ISlgger  arms  budgets. 

At  the  same  tlma,  It  Is  necessary  to  expose  the  hoax  so  long  perpetrated  on 
American  workers,  that  arms  production  is  the  ansver  to  unemployment,  and  to  launch 
a  fight  for  economic  alternatives  to  the  arms  economy.    Of  primary  Importance  is 
lifting  the  enbargo  on  trade  with  the  socialist  countrlv-s  and  the  widest  expansion 
of  such  trade.    It  is  also  essential  to  project  now  a  program  calling  for  tax  reduc- 
tions for  those  In  the  low  income  brackets,  for  plans  for  a  vast  expansion  of  social 
welfare  of  those  subjected  to  loss  of  Jobs  and  income  in  the  process  of  reducing 
arms  production,  and  especially  of  the  Negro,  Puerto  Blcan  and  Mexican-American 
workers.    Finally,  it  is  necessary  to  project  the  perspective  of  an  e»onomy  of  total 
disarmament— an  econony  directed  toward  the  realization  of  the  vast  potential  which 
peace  and  dlearnBmBnt  would  make  possible. 

To  be  sure,  the  full  realization  of  this  potential  requires  more  than  the 
ending  of  war;  It  requires  the  victory  of  socialism.    But  the  fight  for  peace  and 
total  dlsarnainsnt  can  lead  to  very  eubstantdal  improvements  in  the  lot  of  tha  work- 
ing class.    And  the  grand  vista  of  total,  universal  diaarnament  in  the  space  of 
four  years,  opened  up  by  Khrushchev  in  his  United  Nations  speech,  offers  a  shining 
goal  for  which  to  fight.    In  such  a  fight,  wo  Communists  must  be  found  in  the  very 
front  ranks. 


### 
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THE  [EFEMSE  (g  THE  BILL  OF  RICBTS 
By  R.  B. 

Despite  the  easing  of  tensions  in  world  affairs,  there  is  no  sign  of  a  oo«- 

parable  let-up  in  the  domestic  cold  war  against  the  constitutional  rights  of  tb* 
American  people.  A  basic  estimate  of  this  attack,  its  source  and  direction  la  • 
necessary  foundation  for  effective  leadership  In  tha  defense  of  our  Ubertiesi- 

The  trend  toward  destruction  of  traditional  bourgeois  democratic  rights  In 
the  U.S.  began  to  unfold,  in  the  main,  at  the  end  of  forld  War  II.    It  is  a  reflec- 
tion of  the  deepening  crisis  of  the  capitalist  world,  and  the  isoluble  contradic- 
tions faced  by  the  ruling  monopoly  circles  in  the  D.S,  as  a  result  of  the  growth  of 
socialism,  the  national  liberation  movement  of  colonial  countries  and  the  inner  con- 
tradictions of  capitalist  economy. 

mmUAI.TST  mTjyuft  .  U.S.  imperialism  faces  a  dilemma.  On  the  one  head  It 
seeks  to  drastically  curb  the  rights  of  the  peop;«  —  workers,  Negroes,  intellectu- 
als —  in  order  to  increase  its  rate  of  economic  exploitation  and  stifle  opposition 
to  its  pro-war  policies.  On  the  other  hand,  it  tries  to  utlliae  the  prestige  of 
American  democratic  traditions  as  major  ideological  weapons  in  Ita  struggle  for 
world  domination.  This  dilemma  has  led  to  splits  In  the  ruling  class  and  inner  eoo- 
flicts  within  the  state  apparatus. 

Moreover,  the  special  historic  features  of  American  oonatitutional  govern- 
ment and  democratic  tradition  have  helped  determine  the  forms  and  tactics  of 
domestic  reaction.  The  U.S.  bourgeois  state,  now  the  instrument  of  the  monopoly 
oligarchy,  despite  its  surface  democratic  forms,  has  proved  to  be  an  effective  in- 
strument for  suppression  of  popular  opposition  movements.  Its  "two  party  system" 
has  served  to  thwart  the  will  of  the  people  and  block  the  developoient  of  a  genulDS 
anti-monopoly  coalition  In  the  Northern  statea;  Its  open  faaciet-llke  dictatorship 
in  the  deep  South  further  butresses  the  power  of  monopoly  and  its  allies. 

"Creeping  Fascism"  -  American  reaction  has  in  the  main  followed  a  courea  of 

gradualism  In  sharpening  its  instruments  of  repression  and  attempting  to  gut  the 
elements  of  popular  democracy  embodied  in  the  Bill  of  Rights.    While  avoiding  the 
appearance  of  a  sharp  break  with  the  traditional  methods  of  rule,  it  has  gone  a  long 
way  in  altering  the  form  of  government.    The  new  repressive  apperatus  Includes  a 
vastly  expanded  political  police  and  espionage  force,  the  SACB,  the  investment  of 
new  dictatorial  powers  in  the  Department  of  Labor,  the  Congressional  standing 
conmittes  with  permanent  staffs,  and  other  agencies  linked  to  the  huge  military 
bureauc-acy.    These  are  closely  meshed  with  unofficial  adjuncts  of  state  power  ~ 
oontrol  of  press,  radio  and  TV,  employer  black-lists,  "Americanization"  cooBilttaa 
of  veterans  organizations  and  the  like. 

American  reaction  has  tried  to  masquerade  as  the  defender  of  our  Constitu- 
tional "way  of  life"  and  our  "national  security".    Using  "legality"  to  cover  Ita 
violence  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  it  has  forged  a  formidable  arsenal  of  laws—the 
Smith  Act,  McCarran  Act  and  Ccaimiudlst  Control  Act,  UcCarran-Waltcr  Law,  the  Thft- 
Harley  law  and  the  new  labor  control  law. 

Over  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  the  one  partial  (and  temporary)  govern- 
mental barrier  to  this  "creeping  fascism"  has  been  the  n.S.  Supreme  Court.  Even 
this  limited  resistance  by  the  Court,  which  edways  avoided  direct  assertion  of 
First  Amendment  principles,  led  to  a  major  treat  to  alter  the  Constitution  and 
limit  the  traditionally  defined  role  of  the  Court.    Under  this  pressure,  centered 
in  Congress,  the  court  majority  retreated  from  its  earlier  libertarian  stand. 

Threat  To  First  Amendment  -  The  current  struggle  to  preserve  the  First 
Amendment,  which  embodies  the  basic  principles  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  hinges  on 
the  defense  of  the  rights  of  Communists.    On  this  issue,  reaction  came  close  to 
victory  in  the  ooa  of  MoCarthyism,  and  once  again  threatens  to  break  at  this  point 
the  dam    of  Constitutional  protections  for  all  trends  of  dissenting  opinion. 
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Civil  libertarians  must  meet  the  challenge  on  this  ground,  or  suffer  serious 
and  possibly  fatal  defeat  In  their  effort  to  preserve  the  First  Amendment.    The  buUc 
of  the  Common  people,  never  wholeheartedly  favoriable  to  the  tide  of  reaction,  are 
showing  growing  understanding  as  the  anti-union  offensive  tends  to  merge  the  •oono- 
mlc  struggles  with  defense  of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Unfortunately,  the  leaders  of  the  AFL-CIO  and  other  basic  mass  organisations 
of  the  people  have  eagerly  adopted  and  still  cling  to  the  big  lies  of  the  "Communist 
meaace",  and  have  so  far  prevented  the  emergence  of  an  effective  pro-Bill-of-Rlghta 
coalition.    This  weakness,  in  turn,  is  reflected  in  Congress,  which  laoka  even  a 
minority  bloc—especially  in  the  House— which  stands  squarely  In  defense  of  the 
First  Amendment. 

THREAT  OF  FASCISM7  -  With  two  basic  tests— the  membership  provision  of  the 
Smith  Act  and  the  McCarran  Act— now  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  a  flood  of 
new  repressive  laws  awaiting  final  action  in  Congress,  the  basic  principles  of  the 
First  Amendment  are  facing  a  crisis.    The  ultimate  danger  of  a  qualitative  change  in 
the  substance  of  the  state  apparatus  (i.e.  fascism)  cannot  bo  minimized,  even  though 
the  preparatory  process  Is  far  from  completed. 

The  Communist  ferty  and  those  whom  it  influences  can  play  a  decisive  role  In 
helping  to  build  a  national  resistance  movement.  They  alone  can  fully  expose  the 
big  lie  of  the  "Communist  Menace",  the  nature  of  reaction  and  the  fascist  threat. 
Through  support  to  and  initiation  of  united  front  movements,  they  can  help  concen- 
trate the  democratic  forces  upon  the  defense  of  the  basic  principles  of  the  First 
Amendment.  Today,  the  potentials  for  a  powerful  coalition  in  defense  of  the  Bill 
of  Ri^ts  are  greater  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  since  the  cold  war  began  in 
earnest.  Given  effective  leadership,  the  people  can  preserve  and  extend  their 
freedoms. 

CHANGE  NEEDED  -    It  must  be  said  self-orltically  that  there  has  been  a 
serious  underestimation  of  the  extent  of  the  erosion  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The 
lack  of  this  basic  estimate  has  fed  ideological  unclarity  and  disunity.    It  has 
fostered  complacency,  on  the  one  hand,  and  narrow,  one-sided  approaches  to  alliances, 
without  perspectives  of  continuing  growth  and  development,  on  the  other.    The  de- 
fense of  democratic  rights  has  not  been  a  main  element  in  the  mass  work  of  the 
Party  in  many  major  areas  of  its  work.    It  must  now  become  one  of  the  central  t«aks 
of  the  Communist  Party  as  set  forth  in  policies  of  the  XVIIth  Convention. 


PEACEFUL  TR&EE  AND  SHIPgARDS  JOBS  IN  BROOmH  ARE  ElKmnaft.  T«a5DS3 
By  Will  Farliy  (Excerpt) 

Since  last  December  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  legislative  and  political 
activity  on  the  part  of  26  metal  trades  unions  at  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard  to  prevent 
further  layoffs  of  shipyards  workers  caused  by  the  shifting  of  "defense"  work  else- 
where.   Trips  to  Washington,  D.  C.  to  see  Senators  Keating  and  Javits  and  the 
Brooklyn  delegation  in  Congress,  visits  to  City  Hall  and  Albany  and  delegations  to 

New  York  political  leaders    all  with  one  aim  in  views    More  "Befense"  contracts 

for  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard.    Dozens  of  other  examples  could  be  cited  where  union  leaders 
and  large  numbers  of  workers  see  no  other  solution  to  the  problem  of  unemployment 
except  through  more  and  more  contracts  for  armaments. 

Obviously,  with  this  hind  of  lobbying  and  legislative  activity— for  more  toL 
shipbuilding  and  repair  work  —  legislators  whether  in  New  York  or  Washington  will 
feel  little  compunction  about  voting  for  multi-billion  dollar  military  budgets. 

Last  spring  Governor  Freeman  of  Minnesota  made  a  trip  to  New  York  City  to 
discuss  peaceful  foreign  trade  and  to  tell  of  expanded  Inland  shipping  facilities  of 
the  Port  of  Duluth.    There  has  been  much  exoitment  and  activity  in  the  last  year 
over  the  now-realized  St.  Lawrence  Waterway  which  a  whole  generation  of  high  school 
debating  sooitles  once  orated  about  across  the  land. 

Big  shipping  executives  right  here  in  our  own  bailiwick  have  spoken  out 
about  the  desirability  of  more  peaceful  trade.    Bankers  and  capitalists  wined  and 
dined  Mikoyan  last  winter  to  stir  up  commerce  overseas.    As  long  ago  as  195A  the 
American  labor  Party  showed  exactly  where  there  were  175,000  more  Jobs  for  New 
Yorkers  if  trade  with  China  and  other  countries  were  opened  up.    Harry  Bridges  once 
estimated  that  some  3,000,000  more  Jobs  in  the  United  States  would  result  if  we 
established  trade  with  China. 
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Bethlehem  Steel  Company  recently  announced  the  merger  of  Its  two  Brooklyn 
ehlpyarda  "because  of  the  depressed  state  of  ship  repairing  aotivltles  In  New  lork 
Harbor."    This  merger  Involves  the  loss  of  some  90  Jobs  unless  they  are  absorbed 
somewhere  else.    last  winter  Bethlehem  as  well  as  Todd  Shipyard  officials  in  the  Hew 
lork-New  Jersey  area  pointed  to  the  world  shipping  slump  as  the  cause  of  layoffs  at 
local  shipyards  in  the  past  year  or  so. 

In  August  of  this  year  our  Party  conducted  a  number  or  fine  meetings  on  the 
B\;bJeot  of  peace,  and  some  leaflets  were  issued.    But  to  the  best  of  my  knowledga 
none  of  these  leaflets  were  directed  to  TOrkers—unemployed  or  about  to  be  unem- 
ployed—who would  gain  tangible  benefits  by  world  peace  4IID  world  trade—shipbuild- 
ing and  waterfront  iforkers.    None  of  these  leaflets,  as  far  as  1  know,  listed 
epecifio  lEACE-TIlE  Industries  which  would  benefit  in  terms  of  more  Jobs  if  peace- 
ful trade  were  expanded.    None  of  these  leaflets  gave  any  hint  of  the  thoiiflands  of 
Jobs  uhloh  would  result  on  the  waterfront  If  the  huge  surpluses  of  food  now  costing 
Billions  of  dollars  in  sterage  fees  were  shipped  out  to  a  world  which,  it  has  been 
conservatively  estimated,  haa  two-thirds  of  its  population  ill-fed. 

longshoremen  woiild  prefer  shipping  food  and  clothing  and  useful  machinery 
and  tools  to  the  loading  of  dangerous  eocploslves  and  other  armaments.  Shipyard 
workers  would  feel  much  happier  were  the  ships  they  build  and  repair  destined  for 
peaceful  commerce,  the  tourist  trade  and  cultural,  educational  and  scientific 
exchanges— the  things  that  help  create  lasting  peace. 

Comsunlat  I^ty  Clubs  and  committees  need  to  issue  this  type  of  leaflets. 
Workers  desperately  trying  to  rescue  their  Jobs,  ultimately  can  be  convinced  that 
contracts  for  more  aar  ships  is  not  the  solution  for  their  employment  problama. 

It  la  getting  on  toward  the  time  when  voters  must  not  be  boxed  in  at  each 
primary  test  or  at  convention  time  with  the  choice  of  nominating  a  person  who  is 
not  so  bad  as  opposed  to  one  who  ifl  bad.    Sooner  or  later  there  have  to  be  sooa 
candidates  who  can  be  supported  for  the  simple  reaaon  that  they  are  gasi  candidates 
who  will  fl0it  In  the  people's  Interest.    However,  that  time  will  not  be  reached 
until  CoonunistB  and  other  advanced  workers  in  the  political  arena  take  sooa  of  the 
issUBS  out  by  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  place  them  where  the  voters  can  see  then  and 
■easure  the  various  candidates  in  relation  to  their  stand  on  these  issues. 

The  issue  on  irtiich  there  is  quite  universal  agreement  is  the  desirability  of 
peace,  but  there  are  few  legislators  iriio  will  be  pinned  down  on  exactly  irtiat  thajr 
will  do  to  aohleve  it.    All  candidates  say  they  want  full  employment.  Worklag 
people  need  both  peace  and  Job  security.    Our  Coomunlst  Party  must  give  leadership 
In  the  struggle  of  the  people  to  achieve  these  ends.    Here  are  a  few  suggestions 
whloh  may  helpi 

*  The  Industrial  Division  of  the  New  York  State  Coomunist  Party  to  issue 
a  four  page  educational  folder  containing  the  Rirty's  program  for  peacetime  Jobs 
for  shipyards  and  waterfront  workers. 

*  A  wOhKtJt  flyer  by  ace  correspondents  and  reporters  on  what  opening  up  of 
trade  with  China  and  other  Socialist  nations  will  mean  in  Jobs  for  New  York  narl- 
tlne  workers;  to  ahow  that  peaceful  foreign  trade  can  actually  mean  MORE  Jobs  than 
can  contracts  in  war  industries  and  the  building  and  repair  of  war  ships. 

*  A  ftu-ty  County  Conmittee  could  issue  a  leaflet  calling  upon  the  New  York 
delegation  in  Congress  to  campaign  for  an  honest  to  God  Federal  housing  and  school 
construction  program.     Workers  in  the  shipbuilding  trades  can  also  buHd  fine 
schools  and  low  rent  housing  projects. 

*  CoBiLunist  Pisurty  Clubs  with  the  help  of  their  county  Committees  to  make 
sure  there  are  weekly  leaflets  for  the  next  aeveral  months  —  until  primarieB  and 
nominating  convention  time  —  on  the  Issue  of  foreign  trade  and  peaoetlme  Jobs. 

All  this  will  run  up  our  printing  and  mimeographing  bills,  of  course,  but 
It  will  pay  off  in  terms  of  a  better  Informed  electorate.    I  am  quite  sxiro  it  will 
stimulate  some  TOrkers  in  their  unions  and  In  their  shops  and  in  their  Assembly - 
Districts  to  discuss  alteruatlves  to  Jobs  in  war  industries.    It  may  interest  aome 
of  the  more  class  oonsclous  shipyards  and  waterfront  workers  in  the  full  program 
of  our  ftjrty. 

But  more  than  that  I  believe  trade  union  delegations  seeking  an  end  to 

layoffs  in  the  shipyards  can  be  persuaded  to  change  their  pleas  for  more  "defense" 
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contracts  into  a  demand  for  a  vast  building  program  which  vill  put  the  sklUa  and 
talents  of  the  metals  trades  and  other  construction  workers  to  work  at  building 
ships  which  will  ply  the  trade  routes  the  world  over  with  food  and  clothing  instead 
of  the  guns  and  other  weapons  of  war  now  making  up  so  much  of  our  ships*  cargo. 

Congressmen  faced  with  this  type  of  delegation  would  feel  a  little  more  en- 
couraged to  favor  housing  and  school  construction  bUls  over  our  ♦^,000,000  mili- 
tary budget. 

Candidates  for  district  leadership  and  nomination  in  coming  primaries  and 
conventions  would  be  put  to  the  test  were  this  type  of  trade  union  and  voter  dele- 
gation to  ask  of  them  assurances  that  they  would  legislate  and  act  for  jobs  and 
not  for  war,  cold  or  otherwise. 

And  out  of  such  constructive  pre-election  voter  activity  there  may  develop 
candidates  and  other  political  leaders  from  the  ranks  of  labor.    It  may  appear  to 
be  starry-eyed  and  visionary  to  suggest  that  some  of  these  things  may  be  accom- 
plished in  time  for  the  I960  and  1961  elections,  but  it  is  not  starry-eyed  and 
visionary  to  state  that  unless  we  do  help  develop  these  legislative  and  political 
"movements  in  depth",  election  campaigns  will  continue  to  offer  the  voters  only 
"lesser  evil"  choices. 


THF.  r.HAT.T.RWlTK  OF  SXIALISM 

By  Tom  Nabried 

The  recent  visit  of  Soviet  Premier  Khrushchev  to  our  country  has  opened  up 
new  opportunities  for  easing  world  tensions.    The  Draft  Political  Resolution  of  our 
Party  correctly  points  out:    "As  we  approach  a  new  decade,  the  decade  of  the 
sixties,  mankind  stands  at  the  threshold  of  a  potential  era  of  peace  and  plenty 
for  all." 

Khrushchev  dealt  with  those  issues  that  in  one  way  or  another  touched  upon 
the  vital  interests  of  all  the  people  in  the  United  States,  irrespective  of  ocononlc 
status,  religious  creed  or  political  views  and  affiliation. 

The  main  core  of  his  speeches  to  various  groups  and  to  the  people  generally, 
were:    let  us  work  for  peace  and  learn  to  live  together  irrespective  of  the 
differences  in  our  economic  and  political  systems.    Let  us  work  toward  total  dis- 
armament over  a  period  of  four  years.    let  us  trade  those  things  that  each  country 
can  use  without  discrimination,    let  us  have  peaceful  competition  between  our  two 
different  social  systems,  capitalism  and  socialism. 

He  stated  that  socialism  in  the  next  10  to  15  years  will  outstrip  capital- 
ism in  production  and  in  raising  the  living  standard  of  the  Soviet  people  to  the 
highest  ever  attained  by  any  social  system. 

Never  in  the  history  of  our  country  has  the  leader  of  another  nation 
challenged  the  United  States  government  and  its  people  to  meet  such  a  noble  and 
just  cause,  not  just  for  ourselves,  not  just  for  the  Soviet  Union  and  Its  people 
but  for  the  sake  of  world's  humanity.    Khrushchev  pleaded  to  mankind  everywhere 
through  his  visit  here,  "Let  us  study  war  no  more,"  which  causes  destruction, 
death  and  carnage.    Do  away  with  armaments  races  and  relieve  the  heavy  tax  burden 
upon  the  national  resources  and  spend  the  money  for  human  welfare.    Let  ua  have 
peaceful  competition  in  the  economic  welfare  of  our  respective  peoples,  let  ua 
compete  in  ciiLture,  science  and  education. 


The  reaction  to  the  Khrushchev  challenge  is  not  the  same  among  all  groups 
In  our  country.    Among  the  average  responsible  clear-minded  citizens  there  la 
still  some  skepticism,  but  a  willingness  to  give  it  a  try.    There  have  been  many 
different  reactions  in  various  fields  to  different  aspects  of  the  question.  For 
example  in  the  field  of  science  it  has  become  increasingly  clear  to  most  Americans 
that  socialism  has  been  able  to  make  its  tremendous  achievements  by  its  planned 
economic  system.    It  is  further  recognized  that  in  education  as  well,  America  la 
being  outstripped  by  leaps  and  bounds.    Culturally  the  interchange  between  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  U.S.A.  has  opened  many  doors  for  further  growth  of  peaceful 
relations  between  the  two  great  nations.    The  toerican  working  class  and  people 
for  the  first  time  have  been  able  to  get  first-hand  Information  of  the  develoisent 
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of  socialism  and  what  It  has  to  offer,  directly  froa  the  top  government  official  of 
the  first  socialist  state,  and  they  have  begun  to  see  that  much  of  the  infomatlon 
In  America  has  been  twisted  and  distorted. 

The  discussion  between  President  Elsenhower  and  Soviet  Premier  Khrushchev 
on  the  above  Issues  and  the  expanding  of  trade  and  settling  all  outstanding 
differences  through  negotiation,  without  force,  is  part  of  the  vast  potential  for 
peaceful  competition  and  coexistence. 

This  beginning  of  exchange  of  visits  by  the  two  heads  of  states  opena  the 
possibility  for  the  achievement  of  total  disarmament  and  world  peace,  the  aspira- 
tion of  millions  everywhere. 

However,  there  also  exists  a  powerful,  wealthy  group  that  wants  no  change 
in  the  cold  war  policy  and  la  doing  everything  within  Its  power  to  prevent  a  change. 
The  people  that  make  up  this  group  are  scattered,  in  official  governmental  depart- 
ments, in  business  and  among  politicians  In  both  Democratic  and  Republican  Parties. 
Although  the  position  of  this  group  Is  detrimental  to  the  best  Interests  of  our 
nation,  the  nejorlty  of  the  top  leaders  of  the  trade  union  movement  accept  and 
follow  the  policy  for  continuing  the  cold  war. 

However,  the  "cold  war"  crowd  can  only  be  successfully  defeated  by  an 
acceptance  of  the  Khrushchev  challenge  by  the  United  States  government  and  the 
people.    The  struggle  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Khrushchev  challenge  of  peaceful 
living  together  requires  courage  and  boldness  and  Initiative  on  the  part  cC  the 
Communists. 


Since  the  16th  National  Convention  of  the  Pbrty  there  seems  to  be  a 
reluctance  to  boldly  deal  with  questions  of  International  relations  and  politics 
raised  by  leading  Marxists  of  other  countries.    This  concept  flows  from  an  attitude 
that  agreement  with  them  by  an  American  Marxist  means  accepting  dictation  or  not 
developing  our  own  thinking  in  relation  to  ■anxiat-Lenlnist  scientific  theories  and 
their  application  to  the  American  scene. 

Such  an  attitude  can  only  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  Marxism- Leninism  Is 
not  an  all  encompassing  science.    In  the  fields  of  science  generally,  scientists 
must  utilize  that  store  of  knowledge  or  the  laws  of  science  that  have  been  discover- 
ed and  amassed  by  other  scientists  in  order  to  make  a  contribution  to  new  dis- 
coveries and  the  advancement  of  human  welfare.    It  Is  for  this  reason  that  it  often 
happens  that  scientists  in  one  country  and  those  in  another  can  draw  the  same  con- 
clusions in  a  given  field,  and  they  may  not  have  any  physical  connections  to  each 
other.    Thus  Marxists  can  reach  similar  concluElons  in  various  countries. 

The  leading  role  of  the  Communist  Rarty  Is  blurred  by  Incorrect  thinking  by 
some  Communists  that  If  the  Party  projects  new  ideas  that  have  not  yet  been  raised 
by  the  masses  or  their  leadership,  that  the  people  would  hesitate  to  accept  such 
Ideas  and  that  the  Party  would  be  further  isolated.  This  thinking  leads  the  Party 
into  the  position  of  waiting  to  see  what  othdrs  will  say  or  do.  This  negates  the 
leading  role  of  the  Flsirty  of  educating  the  people  and  advancing  the  fight  to  hl^er 
political  levels. 

It  is  Incumbent  upon  our  Party  to  most  vigorously  open  the  struggle  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  Khrushchev  challenge  amongst  the  widest  section  of  the  population. 
Through  the  development  of  such  an  outlook  can  the  U.S.  government  be  convinced  that 
ouch  competition  is  the  only  alternative  to  a  war  of  annihilation.    It  Is  throu^ 
such  an  approach  that  the  objectives  set  by  our  draf*  resolution  can  be  achieved. 

"To  defeat  the  reactionary  offensive  of  corporate  wealth,  to  advance  the 
fight  for  peaceful  coexistence,  economic  security  and  civil  rights  and  liberties.  It 
Is  necessary  to  achieve  the  broadest,  most  resolute  unity  of  action  of  the  working 
class  and  its  allies. 

"It  is  essential  to  bring  into  existence  an  anti-monopoly  people's  coali- 
tion uniting  labor,  the  Negro  people,  the  small  farmers,  students,  professionals, 
small  businessmen  and  other  democratic  elements  on  a  program  of  action  for 
economic  welfare,  democratic  rights  and  peace." 
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ON  THE  FOUTICAL  RESOLDTION 
By  Cyril  Brlggs 

Together  with  the  projection  of  a  correct  main  line  --  promotion  of  the 
greatest  possible  unity  of  all  who  stand  for  peace  and  the  building  of  the  democra- 
tio  front  against  the  monopolies—the  Draft  Political  Resolution  contains  a  nunber 
of  grave  defects  and  maknesses.    These  must  be  corrected  if  the  proposed  resolution 
Is  to  maintain  the  hlg^  political  level  expressed  in  the  formation  of  its  main  line. 
Chief  among  these  defects  arei 

1.  Its  failure  (a)  to  offer  a  program  for  the  liberation  of  Puerto  Rico, 
the  Virgin  Islands,  and  the  numerous  Pacific  islands  occupied  by  the  U.S.  under  one 
pretext  or  another,  and  treated  as  colonial  possesions;    (b)  to  analyze  in  depth  the 
role  of  U.S.  imperialism  as  a  colonial  porier  and  the  chief  bulwark  today  of  the 
collapsing  imperialist-colonial  system.    The  draft  resolution  thus  fails  to  recog- 
nize the  obligation  of  Uaixists  of  every  country  to  expose  and  combat  their  own 
imperial ista. 

2.  It  treats  too  lightly  the  question  of  Cuba  and  the  necessity  of  D.S. 
workers  to  defend,  in  their  own  interests,  the  Castro  revolution  and  government.  It 
must  give  far  more  recognition  to  the  importance  of  the  Cuban  revolution,  both  in 
relation  to  the  Cuban  people  and  all  the  peoples  of  latin  America  and  the  desperate 
efforta  of  U.S.  imperialism  to  wipe  out  the  example  it  Offers  to  other  I^tln-Ameri- 
oan  peoples,  its  already  discernible  impact  on  Panama,  Brazil,  etc.    The  proposed 
resolution  must  expose  before  the  U.S.  working  class  and  nation  the  falsity  and 
hypoerlay  of  the  contention  in  certain  circles  that  this  country  has  always  been  a 
good  friend  of  the  Cuban  people  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  their  aspirations  for 
national  Independence  and  dignity^- their  synthetic  "surprise"  at  the  "ingratitude" 
of  the  Cuban  people.     Exposure  of  this  ribald  lie  is  basic  to  our  defense  of  the 
Cuban  revolution.    One  of  the  most  effective  means  of  doing  this,  in  our  opinion.  Is 
to  spotlig^it  both  present  and  past  machinations  of  U.S.  monopolies  and  the  State 
Department  against  Cuban  and  Guatemalan  independence,  with  some  generalizations  oo 
this  Bame  theme  theme  In  regard  to  other  lation-American  countries. 


3.    It  is  not  enou^  for  the  draft  resolution  to  give  six  lines  to  "the  in- 
oreasing  manifestations  of  anti-Semitism"  in  our  country.    A  more  vigorous  presenta- 
tion of  the  sinister  Increase  in  anti-Semltio  acts  and  propaganda  is  needed.  The 
fl^t  against  anti-Semltio  poison  must  also  be  one  of  the  points  in  the  iimediate 
parogram  proposed  by  the  draft  resolution.    (Political  Affairs,  Sept.,  1959,  p.  29) 

.  The  proposed  resolution  must  also  take  note  of  the  divisive  and  disruptive 
Influenoea  in  the  rise  of  a  rabid  Jewish  bourgeois  nationalism  in  our  country, 
focused  around  the  State  of  Israel  and  its  pro-imperialist  orientation,  which  finds 
reflection  in  an  important  section  of  the  Zionist  movement  in  the  U.S. 

The  pro-imperialist  character  of  this  Jewish  bourgeois  nationalism  serves 
not  only  to  Isolate  Israel  from  the  powerful  conscious  anti-imperialist  currents  in 
the  national  liberation  revolution  sweeping  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin-America,  but 
gravely  affects  the  friendly  relations  between  the  Jewish  people  and  the  Negro 
people,  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  anti-imperialist-colonialist  revolution.  It 
feeds  anti-Semitio  currents  in  the  Negro  canmunlty,  derived  from  the  national  stream 
of  antl-Semltio  poison  and  provided  a  pbon^  rationale  by  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
Jewish  merchants,  with  their  anti-Negro  employment  policies,  and  not  the  representa- 
tives of  monopoly  capital,  who  are  vlaible  in  the  Negro  community. 

Irritating  and  exasperating  as  is  the  reactionary  role  of  Jewish  merchants 
In  the  Negro  oonnunity,  Negro  Marxists  have  historically  recognised  that  the  enemy 
in  the  path  of  the  Negro  people  is  not  the  Jewish  merchants,  but  monopoly  capital. 
They  know  it  is  monopoly  capital  that  originated  and  today  strives  desperately  to 
malntian  the  infamous  U.S.  jinorow  pattern.    They  know,  too,  that  monopoly  capital 
would  like  nothing  better  than  to  have  attention  diverted  from  itself,  have  Jews 
deplarted  as  the  main  enemy  of  the  Negro  people.    Thus,  Negro  Marxist  recognize  their 
obligation  to  vigorously  combat  such  a  consumnation,  in  the  interests  of  Negro  free- 
dom and  Jewish-Negro  unity—so  vital  a  factor  in  the  fight  against  racism,  white 
supremacy  and  anti-Semitism.    But  our  Negro  comrades  should  not  be  left  to  conduct 
this  struggle  alone.    Their  efforta  moat  be  supplemented  and  svgjported  by  our  Party 
boldly  adopting  a  Marxist-Leninist  position  on  Jewish  bourgeois  nationalism  and  the 
mddle  East,  thereby  repudiating  at  long  last  the  peddling  of  the  Ben-Gurion  line  ty 
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the  Daily  Worker  during  the  editorship  of  the  renegade  John  Gates.  Our  ftrty  nuat 
defend  the  right  of  Israel  to  exist,  but  criticize  the  reactionary  policies  of  Ita 
nilers.    On  this  point  we  could  well  take  a  lesson  from  the  valiant  Israeli 


Moreover,  unless  we  are  to  abdicate  the  Jewish  conanunity  to  the  bourgeolB 
nationalists,  have  the  Jewish  working  class  succunib  to  their  reactionary  influencee, 
we  must  vigorously  combat  all  that  is  reactionary  in  Jewish  bourgeois  nationalism, 
just  as  we  must  combat  what  is  reactionary  in  Hegro  bourgeois  notionallsm,  and  not 
treat  bourgeois  nationalism,  as  the  draft  resolution  does,  as  If  It  were  a  problsa 
only  for  the  Negro  movement. 

It  is  not  enou^  to  leave  the  Ideological  struggle  to  the  Homing  Freihelt 
and  other  left  Jewish  publications.  Not  all  of  our  Jewish  oonradas  read  Ylddiah  and 
can  avail  themselves  of  the  excellent  discussions  and  guidance  offered  by  the  Frel- 
heit.  Nor,  indeed,  should  our  Jewish  comrades  be  expected  to  carry  alone  the  burden 
of  the  struggle  against  Jewish  bourgois  nationalism.  This  is  the  duty  of  the  Party 
as  a  whole. 

Oevelopments  and  trends  in  the  Jewish  comnuilty  mat'  be  of  the  greatest  oon- 
cern  to  all  Communists.    Re  should  never  forget  that  many  of  our  most  capable  and 
valiant  comrades  were  recruited  In  that  conmunity,  nor  that  the  Jewish  people  have 
a  long  progressive  tradition.    It  Is  our  duty  to  keep  that  tradition  alive  and 
strengthen  It  against  the  inroads  of  Jewish  bourgeois  nationalism. 


4.  The  dr^t  resolution  Ignores  coopleUly  the  problems  of  the  Mexican 
workers  and  the  Uexlcan-American  community.    It  likewise  by-passes  the  problema  of 
F^ierto  Rican  workers  in  our  country  and  the  position  and  role  of  wcaen  In  U.S. 
society.  Including  the  triply  oppressed  Negro  women  and  their  outstanding  contribu- 
tions to  the  Negro  freedom  movement.    It  treats  inadequately  the  problems  and  role 
of  the  youth. 

5.  It  falls  far  short  of  adequate  criticism  of  business  unionism  and  the 
treacherous,  class  collaborationist  role  of  its  leaders  on  both  domestic  and  foreign 
issues,  including  the  vicious  activities  of  these  leaders  in  seeking  to  subvert  and 
undermine  the  newly-won  political  Independence  of  Asian  and  African  nations  and  the 
national-revolutionary  struggles  of  those  peoples  still  under  the  yoke  of  Imperia- 
lism, in  line  with  State  Department  policies. 

6.  It  fails  aggressively  to  defend  the  Party  and  Its  memberss  the  rl^t  of 
Communists  to  function  without  harassment  and  persecution,  without  being  penalized 
by  blacklists,  etc.,  for  their  political  convictions.  In  this  connection,  it  nuat 
be  said,  the  liberal  Professor  Joseph  P.  Morray  does  a  far  better  job,  in  hie 
recently  published  book  Pride  si  State  (Beacon  Press,  Boston)  of  defending  the  U.S. 
Marxist  movement  than  our  Party  has  been  doing  In  this  period. 

It  is  our  opinion,  too,  that  the  proposed  resolution  should  also  defend 
those  basic  Marxist-Leninist  theories  that  are  under  violent  attack  today,  both  by 
the  bourgeoisie  and  their  intellectual  lackeys,  and  by  some  of  our  own  comrades.  4 
vigorous  defense  of  the  theory  of  relative  and  absolute  impoverishment  of  the  work- 
ing class  could  do  much  to  dispel  mapy  of  the  Illusions  of  the  working  class. 

4  program  for  a  Marxist  Party,  such  as  must  be  projected,  or  at  least  out- 
lined. In  its  (main)  political  resolution  must,  of  course,  deal  with  many  aspects 
in  the  life  of  its  country  and  working  class.  This  necessity  does  not,  however, 
exempt  it  from  the  obligation  of  selecting  the  most  important  Issues  for  as  ex- 
ploration in  depth.  The  proposed  resolution  needs  to  anplfy  its  analysis  of  major 
Issues.  Much  of  Its  present  treatment  of  Issues  Is  superficial,  platitudinous  and 
verbose. 


SOME  OBSEmrmOHS  on  THE  HEGRO  QOESTIOM 
By  E.G.,  New  York 

During  the  course  of  "Some  Asp^ts  of  the  Negro  Question"  ~a  July,  1959 
Marxist  World  Review  article  based  on  a  report  to  the  National  Coamittee— James 
E.  Jackson  declares  (emi*asi8  his): 

1.  "The  Negro  people  are  most  severely  oppressed  and  exploited  of  all 
the  peoples  ^o  make  vp  the  American  nation." 
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2.  "Bjji  iiia  Hegroea  ifl  iJja  Hnlted  States  are  not  constituted  flfl  a  flflilflB. 
They  rather  have  the  characteristics  of  a  racially  distinctive  people  or  nationali- 
ty and  constitute  a  historically  determined  component  part  of  the  whole  American 
nation,  i^lch,  as  is  well  known,  is  Itself  an  historically  derived  national  f oxna- 
tion,  an  alamgam  of  more  or  less  well-differentiated  nationalities," 

3.  "To  conclude  that  the  Heero  people  ifl  ibg  flnlted  States  flja  flfii  a  nalifiB 
la  OSi      JSaZ  that  the  Negro  Question:  1b  sSS.  couAtrv  la        A  national  aueation. 

It  is  Indeed  a  national  question.    The  question  is,  however,  a  national  question  at 
what  type,  with  what  distinguishing  characteristics,  calling  for  what  strategic 
concept  for  solution?" 

Following  his  three  hypotheses  (as  quoted  above) ,  Comrade  Jackson  prepares 
the  reader  for  a  definition  of  the  "type"  of  "national  question"  the  Negro  queatico 
is.    He  deos  it  by  pointing  out  that  "Uarxism- Leninism  regards  the  national  ques^ 
tion  from  the  viewpoint  of  liberating  the  oppressed  nations  and  nationalities, 
linking  this  task  with  the  struggle  for  liberation  of  the  working  class  fran  the 
yoke  of  capitalism  in  a  given  country  and  on  a  world  scale";  he  does  it  by  explain- 
ing that  "The  path  of  development  of  .the  Negro  people  toward  the  achievement  of 
equality  does  not  take  the  route  of  struggle  for  national  independence,  political- 
geographical  sovereignty  and  statehood"  but,  rather,  that  "The  Negro  people. . .his- 
torically, now,  and,  most  probably,  for  the  future,  seeks  a  solution  of  its 
national  question  in  the  struggle  for  securing  equality  in  political,  eooncmlc,  and 
social  fields  as  a  component  part  of  the  American  nation";  and  he  does  it  by  show- 
ing that  this  Interpretation  of  the  Negro  question  does  not  diminish  "the  revolu- 
tionary import  of  the  Negro  people's  struggle"  but  that  it  is  in  "the  main  line  of 
the  present-day  reality,  namely,  that  the  solution  of  all  democratic  tasks  is 
worked  out  in  conformity  with  and  on  the  basis  of  the  primacy  of  the  irorking-class 
struggle  to  transform  modern  society  along  socialist  lines,"    Having  thus  prepared 
you  for  his  definition  of  the  "type"  of  "national  question"  the  Negro  question  is, 
Comrade  Jackson  says  (emphasis  his)t 

"This  places  the  struggle  for  the  solution  of  the  Negro  question  in  direct 
and  strate^c  relationship  ifl  iJig  present-day  movement,  for  progress,  and  its  main 
social  force — the  working  class." 

And  that  statement,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  determine,  is  his  answer  to 
his  query. 

Because,  it  seems  to  me.  Comrade  Jackson  has  ans-nered  only  one  element  of 
his  question,  and  the  "type"  to  which  this  "national  question"  belongs  seems  to  bo 
missing— a  situation  which  may  leave  one  doubting  that  what  he  calls  the  national 
"is  indeed  a  natioral  question" — I  am  psing  a  series  of  hypotheses. 

Hypothesis  1.    A  national  minority  presupposes  existence  of  a  nation  to 
which  that  minority  belongs.    The  phrase  "national  minority"  used  in  this  sense  Is 
a  political  term.    It  implies  either  (most  commonly)  nationals  of  a  subject  or 
dominated  country  living  in  the  country  which  dominates  their  homeland  and  rho  con- 
sequently are  treated  as  Inferiors,  or  (sometimes)  nationals  whose  country  is  not 
directly  dominated  by  the  host  country  but  who,  themselves,  are  politically  and 
otherwise  maltreated  by  the  host  country,    A  group  of  Kenyans,  for  example,  resid- 
ing in  London,  is  a  national  minority,  as  is  a  group  of  Algerians  living  in  Rarlfl. 
Cyprlots  living  in  England  are  a  national  minority.    Until  the  Ckild  Coast  became 
the  independent  state  of  Ghana,  any  group  of  that  country's  Indigenous  peoples 
living  in  England  was  a  national  minority  and  the  political  economic,  and  social 
Issues  arising  from  these  Africans'  being  in  England  formed  a  national  question. 
Suppose  a  Negro  nation  occupied  the  heart  of  the  Deep  South—as  Jackson  says  is  flat 
the  case  Negroes  living  outside  that  area  and  elsewhere  in  the  United  States  would 
be  a  national  minority,  wouldn't  they?    There  being  no  such  nation,  can  there  still 
be  a  Negro  national  minority  and  a  national  question? 

Hypothesis  2.    Descendants  of  the  black  race  brought  to  America  frco  V>0  to 
less  than  200  years  ago  are  United  States  citizens.    They  are  not  and  cannot  be 
nationals  of  their  ancestors'  homeland,  Africa,  first  because  these  descendants  were 
born  in  the  U,S,,  and  also  because  they c  ould  not  be  nationals  of  the  whole  of 
Africa  even  if  they  had  been  born  on  that  continent,  Africa  being  constituted  of 
thousands  of  nationalities  and  many  countries — as  is  America  or  Asia  or  Europe, 
Bay  we,  therefore,  call  United  States  descendants  of  Africans  from  the  old  "Gold 
Coast"  a  national  minority  because  they  bear  some  physical  characteristics  of  their 
ancestors,  anymore  correctly  than  we  may  call  other  U,S.  citirens  national  mlnori- 
tiea  because  their  parents  or  grandparents  came  from  Italy  or  Japan  or  Ireland  or 
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China?  Would  •«  o«y  that  Ghananian  authorities  ware  wrong  not  long  ago  iriien  they 
told  U.S.  Negroea  who  aought  to  emigrate  to  Qiana  that  they  were  not  welccoe  under 
the  clrcmatanoea  and  reminded  them  that  they  were  U.S.  citizens^ 

^rpothawla  'i.  Bagroea  are  a  minority  among  the  white  people  of  the  United 
Statea.  If  It  ahould  be  decided  that  Negroea  ard  not  a  national  minority,  ahould 
it  be  daolded  alao  that  alnce  "minority"  thua  used  la  a  political  term,  the  Negro 
la  a  minority  of  any  aort  only-  becauae  he  la  a  part  of  a  political  equation  that 
haa  yet  to  be  aolved,  and  that  when  this  political  equation  la  aolved  he  no  longer 
will  be  a  "minority"  althou^  still  outnumbered  by  white  people?  In  the  meantlna, 
hoMTar,  being  a  minority,  la  he,  or  is  he  not,  Jackson'a  "racially  distinctive" 
mlaorltyl 

HvDotheala  L.    CoBrade  Jaokaon,  referring  to  the  dropping  of  the  coooept 
of  the  Negro  mation,  wrltea  that  the  Negro  people  "conatitute  a  part  (although  the 
part  most  deprived  of  ita  rigfata)  of  the  American  nation."    Our  use  of  the  gaogra- 
phioally  ambiguous  and  politically  outrageous  term  "iaerloan  nation*  implies  great- 
natlco  ohauTlnlam  that  la  hateful  in  any  people  and  especially  hateful  in  an 
oppreased  people.    The  people  of  the  United  States,  including  us,  the  Negroes,  have 
not  malioloualy,  b\rt  iuza  thougfatleaaly,  adopted  the  imperialist-rulera'  Jargon  in 
referring  to  our  country' a  relations  with  other  countries  and  other  peoples.  Those 
of  us  who  accept  the  Marxist  definition  of  a  nation  cannot  similarly  accept  the 
term  "American"  aa  Just  another  way  of  saying  "United  States."    le  cannot  accept  it 
for  the  politically  sound  reaaon  that  thia  is  talking  not  only  like  great-nation 
ohauvlniata  who  refuse  to  aee  I«tin  America  and  Canada  as,  themselves,  ocBprlsing 
ocaplete  nations)  we  also  make  ourselves  liable  to  the  Just  criticism  of  Cuba, 
I^mama,  and  other  latin  Amerloan  countries  who  are  struggling  against  U.S.  Im- 
perialism and  look  to  United  Statea  CoBnunists  at  least  for  understanding. 

Hmothaala  S.    The  Negro  people  are  "racially  distinctive,"  as  Jackson 
•aysj  thay  also,  as  be  says,  "constitute  a  hiatorloally  determined  component  of  the 
whole"  people  of  the  United  States.    Neither  in  the  so-called  Black  Bolt  of  the 
Deep  South  nor  in  any  other  area  of  tiia  U.S.    do  Negroes  show  indications  of  de- 
siring the  right  of  self-detemination — that  la,  independence — in  the  sense,  say, 
that  the  people  of  Algeria  desires  It  and  that  Guinea  deaired  and,  finally  got  it. 
Is  that  because  U.S.  Negroes  are  conscious,  though  on  the  whole  vaguely,  of  the 
important  fact  that  but  for  thea  the  primary  accumulation  of  wealth  upon  this 
oontljoant  would  have  been  different?    Is  it  that  they  have  learned— and  are  ooo- 
tlnulng  to  learn,  especially  through  the  maditB  of  Negro  Hlstoiy  Veek-that  beginn- 
ing with  the  first  arrival  of  20  Indentured  African  servants  at  Jamestown,  Vs.,  in 
1619,  their  more  than  200  years  of  unpaict-for  labor  power  want  into  building  the 
wealth  of  the  South)  that  since  1B63  and  the  proclamation  of  emancipation  the 
Negro's  labor  power,  only  partly  paid  for,  has  continued  to  enrich  the  South  aad, 
incidentally,  the  rest  of  the  oountryC    Is  it  that  he  knows  that  nothing  in  the 
culture  of  this  country  la  without  him  Imprint;  that  anthropologists  declare  his 
blood  to  flow  through  the  veins  of  a  malorltv  of  old-stock  citisens  of  the  U.S.? 

Hypothesis  6.    Desegregation  —the  removal  of  barriers  separating  "blacka" 
from  "whites",  or  the  killing  of  Jlmcrow— has  been  going  on,  formally,  In  the  area 
of  publio  achool  eduoation  and  in  a  limited  number  of  other  areas  of  the  South, 
since  the  May  17,  195A  Supreme  Court  deciaion.    Integration,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  been  proceeding  on  the  North  Amerloan  continent  since  1619,  steadily  and 
inexorably,  but  informally,  therefore  under  difficulties.    Some  Supreme  Court 
decisions  are  an  aid  to  integration's  going  ahead  foniwnv  and  the  Negro  people  are 
taking  advantage,  whore  possible,  of  such  opportunities  aa  are  offered.  When 
Negroes  say  they  desire  to  be  integrated  into  the  general  fabric  of  the  economlo, 
Boolal  md  political  life  of  their  country  they  consider  that  they  are  speaking, 
first  of  all,  of  thjilr  country— the  whole  of  it — and  they  take  the  word  integra- 
tion to  mean  to  fit  one  into  another;  simultaneously  to  exchange  what  I  have  for 
what  you  have,  each  to  make  the  other's  his  own  end  to  coDbine.    It  implies  to  the 
Negro  eanplet^  wQiwHtv^  because  an  exchange  implies  worth  for  worth,  value  for 
value.    Integration  as  a  social  concept  in  the  U.S.  means,  in  practice, placing  the 
Negro  (unequal  in  general,  sociologically,  to  the  white  man)  in  a  position  from 
which  he  may  the  better  work  toward  overcoming  his  Inequality.    If  the  Negro,  aa  I 
say  here,  thus  interprets  the  idea  of  Integration  and  thus  acta  in  accordance  with 
his  Interpretation,  be  is  wrong  and  should  be  shown  by  us  to  be  a  national  minorlly 
oonoemod  with  a  national  question  and  that  integration,  which  he  wants,  is  incom- 
patabla  with  the  CP.  program.    Tn^?    False?  How? 

Pin«i  H^m«^■.^v.a^f■■  Integration  rather  than  the  right  of  self  determination 
is  desired  by  the  Negro  people  of  the  United  States,  except  for  such  groups  as  the 
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so-called  MuBlema  and  a  few  separatist  elements.    The  Negro  people  dssire  such  in- 
tegration not  only  because  there  is  no  political  base  for  separation  in  ths  heart 
of  the  monopoly-capitalist  country  which  is  the  United  States  of  America,  but 
chiefly  becatiae  they  feel  that,  in  such  a  aetup—lf  It  were  possible— they  would 
lose  more  than  they  would  gain.    (As  the  Algerians,  on  the  other  hand,  would  loM 
more  than  they  would  gain  by  choosing  integration  instead  of  independence.)  O.S. 
Hegroea  would  lose  the  wealth  created  by  their  dabor  (as  manifested  in  the  aaterijil 
wealth  of  the  United  States) ,  the  billions  of  man-hours  expended,  their  gifts  to 
this  culture  and,  in  consequence,  their  ri^t  to  the  claim,  as  they  now  declare  it, 
that  this  is  JUiajx  country  because,  but  for  them,  there  would  not  be  thla  country. 


The  foregoing  hypotheses  are  presented,  as  hypotheses  always  must  be  pre- 
sented, as  facts  (or  theories)^  AEi  as  dogma,  and  should  be  accepted  as  facts  until 
proved  wrong.    I  must  ask,  as  an  afterthough,  for  I  forgot  to  insert  the  question 
earlier,  what  becomes  of  the  theory  of  "the  Negro  national  bourgeoisie"  and  of  the 
Negro  people  (divided  as  they  are  in  classes,  the  majority  being  workers  themselves) 
as  "an  ally"  of  "the  working  class"!   Are  these  two  conceptions  compatible  with  th» 
integrationist  movement?    Does  not  this  whole  Negro  question  call  for  a  great  deal 
more  b%^^  by  persons  who  have  been,  in  some  cases,  offensively  overbearing  in 
their  dogmatism  on  this  question? 


REMARKS  ON  THE  DRAFT  RESOLnTION 
West  Jefferson  Club,  Uoranda 
Smith  Section,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

ON  THE  INTRODUCTION 

The  introduction  should  set  forth  a  Communist  Party  program.    The  Communist 
Party  is  based  on  the  science  of  Marxism-Leninism  as  a  guide  to  action  and  analyis 
in  answering  the  many  questions  confronting  the  people  under  our  capitalist 
society.    Therefore  It  is  incunbent  on  us  to  present  a  rounded  program  based  on  the 
specific  conditions  in  the  U.S.,  setting  forth  demands  uppermost  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  and  charting  the  course  to  guarantee  a  peaceful  development  of  a 
socialist  U.S. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  Party  program  must  define  for  the  people,  aa 
well  as  our  members,  the  specific  tasks  and  responsibilities  that  fall  upon  our 
Party,  and  why  it  has  such  responsibilities.    Also,  it  should  clarify  the  differ- 
ence between  the  Communist  ftirty  and  the  bourgeois  parties. 

Secondly,  the  introduction  should  place  in  order  of  importance  those  sec- 
tions of  the  people  who  can  most  Influence  the  development  of  our  country.  Herein, 
we  see  the  role  of  the  working  class  as  the  key  force,  both  in  the  struggle  for 
peace  and  in  the  struggle  for  socialism. 

To  guarantee  the  vanguard  role  of  our  Party,  it  is  necessary  to  assure  the 
fullest  Tiorklng-class  participation  and  membership  in  it.  Our  program  must  bo  ooe 
geared  to  aiding  the  struggle  of  our  working  class  to  its  logical  conclusion,  which 
is  peace  and  socialism. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  socialism  is  our  main  strategic  aim,  a  major  sec- 
tion of  the  Introduction  should  be  one  introducing  the  concept  of  socialism,  for  it 
is  overall  purpose  of  the  resolution  to  lead  the  people  of  our  country  closer  to 
peace  and  socialism. 

OH  SECTION  II 

The  draft  resolution  makes  many  excellent  points  on  the  peace  question, 
thus  reflecting  a  generally  correct  line.    It  can  be  improved  by  consolidating  all 
the  points  into  a  clearly-defined,  unmistakeably  Uarscist-Lenlnist  line  on  the 
struggle  for  peace. 

The  Commiaiist  Party,  guided  by  the  Leninist  concept  of  peaceful  coexistence, 
is  in  the  vanguard  of  the  struggle  for  peace.    This  point  should  be  developed  ex- 
plicitly in  the  resolution.    The  theory  of  peaceful  coexistence  is  derived  frcn  the 
leninist  analysis  of  imperialism  into  the  three  well-known  contradictions.  The 
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Idea  of  the  possibility  of  biiUding  sociallsa  in  one  country  (the  point  of  conver- 
gence of  the  three  contradictions)  was  developed  from  this  analysis. 

The  draft  resolution  makes  many  excellent  points  on  the  peace  question, 
thus  reflecting  a  seneraliy  correct  line.    It  can  be  improved  by  consolidating  all 
the  points  into  a  clearly  defined,  unmistakeably  Uarxist-Leninlst  line  on  the 
struggle  for  peace. 

The  Communist  Party,  guided  by  the  Leninist  concept  of  peaceful  coexistence, 
is  in  the  vanguard  of  the  struggle  for  peace.  This  point  should  be  developed  ex- 
plicitly in  the  resolution.  The  theory  of  peaceful  coexiBtence  Is  derived  from  the 
Leninist  analysis  of  Imperialism  into  the  three  well  known  contradictions.  The  idea 
of  the  possibility  of  building  socialism  in  one  country  (the  point  of  oonvergonoe  of 
the  three  contradictions)  was  developed  from  this  analysis. 

The  correctness  of  this  Idea  was  proven  with  the  defeat  of  fascism  in  World 
War  II.    Today  we  have  developed  it  Into  the  theory  of  peaceful  coexistence,  of 
peaceful  competition  between  the  socialist  and  capitalist  sectors.    On  the  one  hand, 
»e  have  the  realization,  in  actual  fact,  of  the  superiority  of  the  socialist  system 
along  with  Its  victory  in  country  after  country.    On  the  other  hand,  we  have  in- 
creasingly insurmountable  contradictions  within  and  among  the  imperialist  countries 
along  with  the  breakup  of  colonial  rule  in  country  after  country.    This  is  how 
llarvist-Leninists  envision  the  victory  of  socialism  on  a  world  scale.    This  is  what 
is  encompassed  by  the  term  "peaceful  coexistence." 

Two  conclusions  follow  from  this: 

1.  Since  this  is  a  fundamental  contradiction,  it  should  be  reflected 
in  every  nation,  in  every  town,  in  every  factory,  in  every  organi- 
zation. In  every  man,  woman  and  child,  and  in  every  problem  no 
matter  how  general  or  how  personal. 

2.  The  struggle  for  peace  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  struggle 
for  socie^.ism. 

The  draft  is  weak  on  both  points.    On  the  first  it  states  that  the  over- 
whelming majority  are  as  one  In  their  fear  of  nuclear  war  and  their  desire  for 
peace.    This  certainly  does  provide  a  basis  for  a  united  peace  movement  but  it  1b 
not  enouth.    The  American  people  have  not  had  the  same  kind  of  war  experience  as  the 
peoples  of  other  countries,  where  the  conscious  peace  movements  are  of  mass 
character.    This  desire  for  peace  based  on  the  fear  of  nuclear  war  must  be  linked  up 
with  the  actual  experiences  of  the  American  people  living  under  the  tremendous  bur- 
dens of  the  war  economy. 

He  have  mounting  inflation,  taxes,  crisis  In  educational  facilities, 
juvenile  delinquency,  housing  shortage,  etc.    For  the  Negro  people  and  other 
minorities  this  means  ever  increasing  shifting  of  the  burdens  from  the  privileged 
section  of  the  workers.    The  cost  of  producing  one  bomber  can  practically  eliminate 
the  worst  forms  of  juvenile  dellquenoy  in  our  city.    It  can  keep  our  libraries  open 
for  the  next  half  century  on  Saturdays.    Or  it  can  pay  a  year's  salary  for  several 
hundred  new  school  teachers. 

Secondly,  in  the  struggle  to  rid  themselves  of  the  hardships  brou^t  about 
the  war  economy,  the  American  people  must  inevitably  develop  closer  and  friendlier 
ties  with  the  socialist  countries  and  vrlth  the  American  Comnunist  Party  which  always 
stands  for  proletarian  internationalism.    It  is  no  accident  that  the  militancy  of 
our  labor  leaders  can  be  measured  by  their  differing  attitudes  towards  the  Soviet 
Union,  or  that  the  Communist  Party  is  singled  out  above  all  other  groups  as  the 
object  of  vilification  and  persecution  by  reaction.    This  is  one  very  important 
reason  why  the  workers  will  inevitably  turn  to  our  Party  for  leadership.    Our  ftirty 
is  universally  recognized  as  iJjg  enemy  of  capitalism,  as  iiig  party  of  socialism. 

The  main  weakness  of  the  section  on  peace  is  that  it  tends  to  isolate  it 
from  the  day-to-day  needs  of  the  people  and  also  from  the  struggle  for  socialism. 
It  is  open  to  both  Left  and  Right  deviations.    This  is  not  unusual;  both  deviations 
are  the  same  underneath.    This  tendency  of  isolating  the  struggle  for  peace  in  and 
for  itself  also  shows  the  influence  of  the  pacifists  who  hsve  made  a  tremendous  Ijd- 
pact  upon  the  Left  wing  in  recent  years. 

This  isolation  is  further  emphasized  by  its  neglect  in  other  sections  of  the 
draft.    The  section  on  the  economic  situation  omits  the  question  of  the  harmful 
effects  of  the  East-West  trade  embargo  and  the  role  of  East-TJest  trade  in  converting 
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to  peace-tljne  economy.    In  fact  the  whole  questiou  of  converting  to  peaoe-tljne 
•ooncQjr  is  neglected.    The  negative  as  well  as  the  positive  attitudes  of  our  labor 
leaders  on  the  peace  question  should  be  pointed  out  somewhere  in  the  resolution. 

The  title  of  the  peace  section  tends  to  restrict  the  peace  Issue  to  a 
question  of  foreign  policy. 

The  draft  resolution  opens  its  peace  section  with  the  statement  that  the 
■maintenance  of  peace"  is  the  primary  issue.    This  phrase  should  be  changed  to  the 
"aohleveaent  of  peace"  or  some  other  similar  phrase.    We  cannot  have  peace  by  main- 
taining the  status  quo.    We  can  have  peace  only  by  going  forward 

OjJ  gfigTIOH  m  THE  ECONOMIC  SITnmOM 

This  section  shotild  be  the  cornerstone  on  which  rests  the  whole  of  our 
polltioal  analysis.    Therefore  it  must  clearly  present  an  overall  picture  of  the 
eoonoiiilc  trends  and  dsvelopaents  in  our  country  since  our  last  convention.    Hew  do 
these  effect  and  ocmpare  with  the  total  world  economic  outlook?    What  benefits  have 
accrued  to  the  workers  of  the  U.S.  from  our  country's  imperialist  policies,  and  what 
is  our  role  as  Coimiunistsl   Vas  the  economic  analysis  outlined  in  our  '57  Convention 
Resolution  a  correct  estimate?    If  not,  what  were  its  weaknesses? 

Inclusion  of  Hilitant  Moods"  and  "fieactionary  Offensive"  In  this  section 
Is  confusing.    These  would  be  better  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  section  dealing 
with  the  1960  Elections  as  a  base  for  developing  its  thesis.    Also,  in  the  order  the 
they  are  presented,  the  final  emphasis  is  on  the  reactionary.    Instead  of  this 
Beohanloal  separation,  we  propose  a  full  evaluation  of  each  political  point  to 
eliminate  jumping  back  and  forth  in  order  to  wel^  the  positive  and  negative  aspects 
of  eaoh.    As  it  stands  there  are  no  conclusions  and  we  are  left  to  speculate  on 
lAethsr  we  are  gaining  or  losing  ground. 

The  description  of  the  economy  as  shaky  and  unstable  but  on  the  upgrade  (for 
how  long  long  --  six  months,  5,  10  or  15  years?)  is  too  superficial,    r/hile  it  isn't 
necessary  to  enumerate  all  the  statistics,  we  reconnend  the  inclusion  of  the  most 
important  figures  with  an  analysis  of  such  figures  as  are  available  in  the  I«bor 
Fact  Book  if3M. 

(There  follow  a  number  of  figures  on  trends  In  production  Investment, 
prices,  profits,  taxes,  etc.,  which  we  omit  for  reasons  of  space. -Ed.) 

Further,  w©  feel  this  section  igust  Includes  relation  of  fixed  capital  to 
variable  capital;  bank  control  —  mortgages  on  homes  and  small  business;  interlock- 
ing control;  credit  and  interest  rates;  gold  standard  and  currency  manipulation; 
interest  on  war  debt;  manipulation  of  stock  market;  installment  credit;  cost  of 
advertising  to  oonsvaiers;  insurance  companies  role;  land  ownership;  medical  costs; 
crime  cost;  public  works;  unemployment  and  welfare  figures;  shoddy  production  of 
oonstmier  goods. 

For  emphasis,  we  separate  the  whole  question  of  export  of  capital  which  in 
the  greatest  imperialist  country  in  history  assumes  major  importance.    The  only 
formulation  at  all,  referring  to  "establishing  plants  abroad  ...  at  the  expense  of 
Jobs  of  American  workers"  reflects  great  national  chauvinism  and  is  totally  Inade- 
quate as  an  analysis  of  the  export  of  capital. 

Also,  automation  deserves  a  much  fuller  treatment,  which  would  lend 
naturally  into  a  discussion  of  the  plight  of  the  unemployed  —  the  difficulties  of 
collecting  unemployment  insurance  and  welfare  —  the  treatment  of  old  age  pensioners 
and  the  attacks  on  aid  to  dependent  children  —  the  effect  of  automation  on  the 
white  collar  workers.    The  analysis  of  automation  In  relation  to  the  Negro  people 
and  the  resultant  unemployment  should  be  treated  more  extensively,  also,  youth, 
Indians,  Mexican-Americans  and  Puerto  Rlcans.    nhat  is  happening  to  women  and  older 
workers? 

The  main  ^solution,  and  especially  the  section  dealing  with  econooiics, 
needs  a  fuller  treatment  of  the  trade  unions,  East-West  trade  and  the  possibilities 
of  conversion  to  peaceful  production. 

Other  points  needing  clarification  are: 

ftge  29.    Growth  of  state  monopoly  capitalism. 

ftge  29.    Why  was  the  third  slump  the  most  severe? 

Eage  30.  Belooation  of  new  factories—irtiere?  Who  are  the  new  workers? 
What  of  working  conditions,  unions?    TOiat  is  happening  in  auto  liiere  unemployed 
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workers  are  returAlng  to  Nest  Virginia  and  other  home  areas  when  unemplojrDent  oaw 
penaation  runs  out? 

Rage  30.    looting  the  federal  treasury — how? 

I^ge  30.    Colossal  burden  of  Interest  on  the  taxpa;ers~which  tozpayaraT 

Age  30.    Treatment  of  the  farmers  is  so  brief  and  superficial  it  doesn't 
answer  anything.    '.'4iere  have  they  gone?    Who  owns  the  land?    Hho  is  farming  it? 
VJhat  changes  in  methods  have  occurred?    What  Is  produced?    What  Is  th«  role  of  prio« 
supports,  soil  erosion  prevention  and  other  government  policies?    What  about  «orklji( 
oondltions,  wages,  unions,  cooperatives? 

Page  31.    Thirty-hour  week—at  irtiat  wages? 

Why  Is  there  nothing  on  a  new  federal  minlmim  wage  law? 


THK  STmrji;.J£  for  peace  IH  THE  nNITED  STATES 
By  Fella  iLnderaon 
CExcerpts) 

Two  outstanding  historical  developnents  characterise  the  present  era.  One 
la  the  rise  of  soclaliaan.    The  other,  its  importance  less  widely  noted,  is  the 
emergence  of  a  new  technology  based  largely  on  developoents  in  the  fields  of 
nuclear  energy  and  automatic  control. 

This  new  technology  holds  in  store  for  mankind  and.  in  particular,  for 
America,  two  alternative  and  mutually  excluaive  fates i    (l5    thermonuclear  rocket 
war,  with  the  annihilation  of  a  majority  of  the  human  race  and  destruction  of  civili- 
zation as  we  know  it;    (2)  freedom  from  want,  relief  from  drudgery,  and  greatly  in- 
creased leisure  for  all  the  people. 

The  question  of  war  or  peace  thus  presents  itself  today  as  the  question  of 
which  way  nations  will  use  the  vast  technological  capabilities  and  energy  resotiroea 

whic.i  science  has  brought  forth. 


It  Is  prerequisite  to  a  mass  peace  movement  in  the  U.S.  that  major  section* 
of  the  population  see  clearly  the  existence  of  sharp  contradictions  between  contin- 
uation of  the  cold  war  on  one  hand  and  pursuit  of  the  national  welfare  on  the  otber. 
What  are  the  most  Important  considerations  for  the  ftrty  and  the  Left  in  helping  the 
American  people  to  see  why  (and  then  decide  how)  the  cold  war  should  be  Junkedt 
First,  we  must  base  our  work  on  an  understanding  of  the  fundamental  importance  of 
the  new  technology.  And  second,  this  work  must  proceed  from  a  deepened  understand- 
ing of  the  popular  consciousness. 

How  do  the  American  people  feel  about  the  cold  war  policy  with  its  risk  of 
thermonuclear  war?    The  chief  characteristic  is  bewildered  concern.    On  one  hand, 
the  people  hear  about  the  great  dertructlve  capacity  of  H-boobs;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  they  are  assured  that  with  evacuation,  shelters,  anti-missile  missilse,  and 
■clean  bombs,"  the  losses  can  be  "minimized."    On  one  hand,  they  hear  that  aaogr 
scientists  are  worried  about  anticipated  biological  effects  of  fallout  froB  nuclear 
tests,  but  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  told  by  the  AJI.C.  that  these  effects  are 
"negligible." 

Forces  within  and  without  the  government  seek  to  prevent  popu^^  participa- 
tion in  the  decisions  concerning  the  use  of  nuclear  energy  and  nuclear  mapons. 
They  are  therefore  deliberately  restricting  and  distorting  information;  thereby  thejr 
vitiate  the  democratic  fijnctloning  of  government  and  deny  citizens  the  right  to 
participate  in  the  making  of  decisions  essential  to  their  well-being.  Fundamental 
policy  decisions  proceed  from  technical  considerations  which,  the  people  are  told, 
they  are  incapable  of  grasping;  they  are  reassured,  however,  that  the  decisions  are 
being  based  on  the  thinking  of  competent  specialists  whose  objectivity  and  patriot- 
ism are  beyond  question. 

But  there  is  a  growing  body  of  persuasive  evidence  that  the  people  are  dis- 
turbed by  the  idea  of  leaving  to  the  •experts*  the  decision  of  policy  qtiestiona  npon 
which  human  survival  depends.  Thus  (see  The  Nation,  JxXib  13  and  Sept.  26,  1959),  Ix 
at  least  two  large  cities,  New  York  and  St.  Louis,  the  popular  demand  for  sound 
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Information  on  radiation  and  its  hazards  has  become  so  great  that  ToluntAer  organi- 
zations have  been  created  to  provide  the  meana  of  communication  between  the  public 
and  scientists  iriio  are  concerned  about  the  public's  right  to  know. 

These  organizations  have  avoided  the  advocacy  of  particular  policy  poaitiona, 
apparently  adhering  instead  to  the  objective  of  an  Infonned  public  able  to  partici- 
pate in  the  democratic  process,    ftrobably  due  in  large  measure  to  this  braod 
approach,  these  groups  have  received  many  requests  for  speakers  from  PTA's  women's 
groups,  church  bodies,  Idons  Clubs,  etc.    Inevitably,  it  is  reported,  the  discussion 
reveal  the  people's  concern  to  know  how  they  can  become  better  informed  and  how  they 
can  most  effectively  voice  their  views. 

For  us,  this  places  the  fl^t  for  the  people's  right  to  participate  in  de- 
ciding how  nuclear  energy  and  weapons  will  be  used  as  the  key  tactical  principle  in 
the  American  peace  struggle  today.    The  obtaining  of  essential  information  on  these 
problems  is  an  integral  part  of  the  struggle.    It  should  be  evident  that  these 
struggles  will  not  be  easily  won,  and  the  course  of  the  struggle  Itself  will  offer 
profound  politically  educating  experiences.    It  should  also  be  evident  that  the 
fi^t  for  the  right  to  be  informed  and  to  participate  in  the  formation  of  policy 
corresponds  exactly  to  the  present  state  of  readiness  of  the  American  people. 


The  state  of  popular  awareness  of  the  progressive  economic  Implications  of 
the  new  technology  is  undoubtedly  far  below  the  understanding  of  the  military  side. 
In  trade  union  circles,  automation  has  been  generally  viewed  as  a  necessary  evil 
rather  than  a  potential  boon;  it  is  considered  mainly  in  terms  of  defensive  measures 
against  dislocation  of  workers.    This  is  no  more  than  natural  when  automation  la 
seen  only  as  a  development  in  capitalism,  which  will  servo  to  enhance  both  profits 
and  unemployment.    It  is  of  course  correct  for  the  unions  to  concern  themselves 
with  the  short  term  defense  of  the  workers'  security.   But  the  situation  demanda  the 
elaboration  of  a  broad  program  for  the  rational  and  comprehensive  application  of 
automation  to  the  American  economy  in  the  priblic  intereot. 

In  this  richest  of  countries,  the  working  class  is  confronted  by  the  fear 
that  disarmament  and  automation  bode  mass  unemployment.    However,  this  overlooks  the 
role  which  the  people  can  play  in  shaping  their  own  future.    Their  failure  to  con- 
sider this  question  is  related  in  turn  to  confusion  about  the  cold  war  and  unaware- 
ness  as  to  the  material  benefits  which  automation  can  bring.    Wfi  suspect  that  SU 
Jtatter  question,  workers  would  exhibit  a  voracious  appetite  for  Information,  right 
now.    Both  the  Party  and  the  mass  organizations  can  help  the  people  elaborate  the 
needed  economic  program;  but  in  attempting  this,  both  must  engage  in  continuing  dis- 
course with  the  people  and  be  keenly  attuned  to  their  thoughts. 

There  is  no  obvious  factor  precluding  that  much  of  such  an  economic  program 
could  be  realized  in  the  U.S.  under  capitalism.    This  would  of  course  hinge  on  the 
developing  course  of  ruling  class  strength  and  on  the  extent  of  determined  working 
class  smuggle  for  transition  to  a  peaceful  economy  with  a  minimum  of  economic 
travail. 

It  is  still  too  early  to  assess  fully  the  attitudes  of  the  ruling  class 
toward  the  future  of  the  cold  war  or  to  perceive  completely  the  divergences  irtilch 
may  arise.    Even  a  monopoly  capitalist  may  not  remain  oblivious  to  the  destructive 
poTver  of  modern  weapons  and  the  strength  of  the  socialist  camp  as  deterrents  to 
imperialist  war.  Moreover,  it  is  likely  that  some  will  question  whether  disarmament 
or  inflation  poses  the  greater  threat  to  capitalist  economic  stability. 

However,  the  basic  laws  of  monopoly  capitalism  still  operate.    The  in- 
creasing limitations  on  the  capitalist  market  still  give  rise  to  Imperialist  as- 
pirations.   And  whatever  the  subjective  attitude  of  some  monopoly  capitalists,  this 
heavily  armed  imperialist  porer  remains  a  threat  to  peace.    In    U.S.  ruling  circles, 
it  is  still  widely  maintained  that  a  nuclear  war  is  admissible,  and  the  doctrine  of 
preventive  nuclear  war  has  yet  to  be  repudiated.    The  dsterrents  already  mentioned 
cannot  be  deemed  guarantees  of  peace.    Whatever  powerful  deterrents  to  war  may 
arise  from  the  objective  situation  abroad,  the  guarantee  that  aggressive  war  will 
not  be  waged  by  the  U.S.  c  an  be  provided  ultimately  only  by  the  political  Interren- 
tion  of  braod  sections  of  the  American  people  in  behalf  of  peace. 

Peaceful  competition  is  possible  but  it  will  offer  neither  a  solution  nor  a 
mitigation  of  monopoly  capitalist  problems.    A  popular  program  for  transition  to  a 
non-military  econony  with  a  working  class  share  in  the  benefits  of  automation  may  be 
expected  to  arouse  the  bitter  opposition  of  much  of  the  ruling  class.  Nevertheless, 
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W9  Bar  anticipate  Moe  support  within  tba  ruling  oImb  for  such  a  program;  this  will 
f«Bllltate  aSoption  and  Implementation  of  the  program. 


In  suBBiary,  the  Fart7*s  program  for  "peace  must  focua  on  these  important  new 

(1)  An  analysis  of  the  situation  mi.  alternatives  arising  out  of  the  neiw  technolofii 

(2)  ▲  program  for  implementing  the  new  and  forthcomli«  technological  developoents 
under  full  enjoyment  to  enrich  the  lives  of  the  people;  indeed,  this  muat  he  seen 
as  the  positive  essence  of  meeting  the  Soviet  challenge  to  peaceful  competition. 
Iha  inerloan  people  will  see  that  thej  can  only  gain  from  such  a  race. 

(3)  X  struggle  for  the  democratio  right  of  the  people  to  participate  In  the  malclag 
of  puhlio  policy;  this  pr«s\9poses  a  campaign  for  puhlio  education  on  those  basic, 
Inoontrovertable  facts  which  the  public  knows  it  lacJcs  and  which  are  Indispensable 
for  forming  an  intelligent  opinion  on  the  key  questions  relating  to  peace. 

In  addition,  the  party  must  engage  with  new  vigor  and  flexibility  in  the 
olarifioatlon  of  the  crucial  political  blind  spots  which  underlie  the  cold  war 
Ideology.    These  efforts  will  be  greatly  assisted  by  steps  to  broaden  the  free 
•xahange  of  ideas  and  persons  between  last  and  West.    In  the  spirit  of  construotlv* 
pMoaful  oo^ietitlon  in  ideas,  new  forms  of  exchange  should  be  promoted,  and  the 
faar  of  ideas  should  be  swept  away. 


OH  THi  ma  napLooKur  fisa 

By  S.X. 

Xha  Draft  Political  Bssolution  has  been  endorsed  widely,  if  not  unanlmoualy, 
olub,  saotion  and  district  levels  in  our  state.    Tet,  the  dlecusaion  and  the 
•aSorseaent  was  of  a  critical  nature.    The  HBO  Open  letter  to  the  membership  waa  a 
timely  and  sensitive  response  to  this  critically  constructive  attitude  toward  ttaa 
r* solution. 

It  is  in  this  critical  spirit  that  I  want  to  discuss  the  section  dealing 
with  the  educational  content  of  our  mass  work  and  particularly  that  related  to  tba 
tasks  of  our  inner  Idologlcal  responsibilities.    After  correctly  Indicating  (It  is 
true,  somewhat  nmtinely)  the  dangers  to  the  working  class  and  the  cosnon  people  la 
■ati-Sovietism,  anti-oommunlam,  racism,  antl-6emitism,  bourgeois  nationalism  «id 
ohaavlnlam,  the  Draft  calls  for  the  exposure  of  this  poisonous  ruling  class 
propaganda. 

The  Draft  then  declares t    *f ithln  the  ranks  of  the  Party  and  among  other 
progressive  forces,  it  is  necessary  to  wage  the  most  uncoopromising  and  consistent 
struggle  against  revisionism.    T^Ib  opportunist  trend  has  its  source  In  the  ideology 
Of  tba  Imperialist  ruling  class  4ilch,  through  a  whole  range  of  social  reformiet  and 
iclass  partnership'  ideas  and  illusions,  exerts  its  pressure  on  labor  and  the  middle 
classes  and,  in  turn,  within  the  Party.    Exposing  and  combatting  revieionist  ideas 
and  practices,  which  did  great  damage  to  our  party  in  the  period  from  1956  to  1968, 
as  well  as  in  earlier  periods,  is  our  main  ideological  taak.*     It  then  addat  'At 
the  same  time,  the  Party  most  vigorously  combat  doctrinalrlsm  and  sectarianism.* 

Obviously,  this  section  cannot  be  discussed  by  itself.    It  needs  to  be  re- 
viewed In  my  opinion  from  at  least  thre  inter-related  approaches.    Tirst  and  fore- 
most, it  needs  examization  in  relation  to  current  theoretical  problems  that  we  face 
and  particularly  to  current  ei^eriencea  in  mass  work.    Second,  it  calls  for  an 
analysis  on  the  background  of  the  16th  Convention  and  in  the  context  of  national 
oonslttee  pr o-nounc emen t b  since  that  convention.    Third,  it  needs  to  be  viewed  in 
the  li^t  of  the  historic  document  adopted  in  Uoecow  in  Bovember  1957  and  known  as 
the  Declaration  of  Communist  and  Torkert*  Parties  of  Socialist  Countries.  The 
general  content  of  modem  revielonlsm,  its  sources  as  well  as  its  effects,  wore  pre- 
sented  with  crystal  clarity  in  that  Declaration. 


In  our  Party,  before,  at,  and  for-some  time  after  the  16th  Convention, 
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revisionism  expressed  itself  primarily  in  denying  the  need  for  a  Uarxist  vangufljd 
party,  in  rejecting  democratic  centralism  as  the  tested  form  of  party  organization, 
and  in  rejecting  the  universal  validity  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  It 
further  exhibited  its  anti-Marxist  character  by  violating  principles  of  proletarian 
internationalism,  and  by  weakening  the  ties  of  the  fraternal  Communist  Parties. 

In  some  cases,  the  revisionists  looked  forward  to  an  ever-eipandlng  capital- 
ist prosperity  in  the  midst  of  an  ever-widening  democracy  leading  gradually  and 
peacefully  without  revolution  to  socialism.    These  and  other  unscientific  views,  such 
as  attitudes  to  social  democracy  and  reformism,  the  welfare  state,  etc.,  were  re- 
jected   piecemeal,  soma  at  the  16th  Convention,  other  following  the  convention,  and 
most  decisively  at  and  after  the  February  1958  National  Committee  meeting,  which 
adopted  a  position  of  a  simultaneous  struggle  against  opportunist  and  revisionist 
influences  and  against  sectarianism  and  dogmatism, 

Tfhich,  if  any,  of  these  revisionist  views  on  the  role  of  our  Party,  on  the 
crisis-free  capitalism,  on  the  attitude  to  the  sociaaist  countries,  on  the  estimate 
for  a  flowering  of  bourgeois  democracy  and  a  growing  over  into  tlM  welfare  state  ar« 
today  prevalent  in  our  Party?  What  National  Committee  member,  what  state  committees, 
vhat  branches,  or  individual  members  today  advocate  these  alien  ideas  in  our  rankst 
What  articles  or  editorials  in  Political  .iffairs  or  The  Worker  since  February  1958 
can  and  should  be  labeled  properly  as  revisionist  or  rightist  in  direction? 

Even  if  only  very  few  in  our  ranks  would  promote  such  harmful  propositions, 
the  danger  would  be  grave  indeed,  and  a  decisive  ideological  struggle  against  them 
would  be  in  order.    How  can  we.  judge  the  gravity  of  the  situation  now  unless  we  are 
concretely  informed  of  such  trends,  if  any  exist,  either  in  the  leadership  or  in  the 
ranks? 

One  of  the  most  serious  manifestations  of  rightist  thinking  and  practice 
that  does  continue  to  exist  is  the  minimization  of  the  role  of  our  Party.  tJnder-es- 
timating  the  Party  or  even  negating  its  role  in  concrete  situations  where  potentiall- 
tlea    for  such  expression  of  our  vanguard  role,  either  through  individuals  or  throxigb 
the  organization  as  such,  are  both  possible  and  necessary,  is  an  error  of  a  rightist 
or  revisionist  character.    This  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  sectarian  who 
answers  every  call  for  participation  in  mass  activity  by  proposing  another  Party 
leaflet. 


The  fact  that  a  decisive  struggle  against  revisionism  was  not  launched 
promptly  and  vigorously  calls  for  self -critical  examination  by  the  leadership.  Iba 
16th  Convention  of  our  Party  underestimated  the  emerging  danger  of  revisionism.  But 
to  single  out  for  today  as  the  main  ideological  task  of  our  Party  exposing  and  com- 
bating revisionist  ideas  and  practices  would  indicate  that  the  revisionist  danger  le 
growing  while  the  danger  of  dogmatism  is  diminishing  in  our  ranks.    Is  this  actually 

The  ravages  of  revisionism  on  our  Party  -  first  Lovestone,  and  then  Browder, 
and  more  rscently  Gates  have  left  their  mark  on  our  organization.    And  the  most 
recent  experience  would  surely  demand  a  constant  vigilance  against  the  influanceG  of 
this  capitalist-oriented  ideology.    Furthermore,  the  influence  of  revisionism  on  an 
internatioTial  scale  would  further  damand  of  us  a  relentless  struggle  against  the  ^ 
"new"  reftirbished    dogmas  of  Bernstein.    Continuing  attempts  to  influence  our  ranks 
by  those  revisionist  forces  who  left  the  Party  are  not  to  be  denied  nor  are  tha 
ideological  infliiences  of  reformist  and  social-democracy  to  be  overlooked. 

Given  the  history  of  revisionism  in  our  Party,  given  the  hold  of  American 
capitalist  ideology  on  the  American  workers,  given  the  opportunist  practices 
("opportunist  system"  would  probably  be  more  accurate)  of  the  dominant  section  of 
trade  union  leadership,  it  would  be  folly  indeed  to  underestimate  the  danger  of 
revisionist-opportunist  Ideas  and  practices  that  my  and  do  seep  into  the  ranks  of 
the  Communist  Party. 

A  Communist  must  not  confuse,  or  equate,  opportunist  dangers  in  the  labor 
movement  with  what  may  be  the  ideological  d^er  in  the  Party  at  a  given  tl=o.  Cur 
Party  history  can  furnish  more  than  one  example  where  opportunism  in  the  labor  xove- 
me-at  led  to  sectarian  policies  on  the  part  of  the  left  and  the  Party.    Thus,  pre- 
vailing opportunism  in  the  ranks  of  the  working  class  does  not  automatically  =ake 
opportunism  the  main  danger  in  the  party. 

ffhy»  then,  not  make  the  struggle  against  revisionism  the  main  ideological 
task  facing  the  Party?    That  it  is  a  major  ideological  responsibility  is  obvious, 
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and  that  any  concrete  manif eetation  of  it  in  and  around  our  movement  must  be  relent- 
lesBly  eipoeed  is  also  clear.    But  if  tnle  ie  to  be  the  main  ideological  task,  then 
other  dangers  facing  our  organization  and  movement,  such  ae  dogmatlc-Bectarlan  ones, 
are  less  grave  and  do  not  call  for  the  same  exphasis  and  all-out  attention.  Objec- 
tive and  concrete  examination  of  the  situation  in  and  around  our  party  will  not 
support  this  one-Bided  presentation  of  our  ideological  taake.    It  is  not  so,  above 
all,  because  the  period  we  are  entering  Is  an  utterly  new  period,  a  new  historical 
stage  In  the  fight  for  peaceful  coexistence  and  to  underestimate  either  dogmatic 
tendencies  or  sectarian  practices  In  our  Party  would  be  tantamount  to  erecting  al- 
most ln8\q)erable  barriers  on  the  main  road  to  dlsaroament  and  peace. 


This  period  above  all  calls  for  a  creative  development  of  Uarxism.    The  21ot 
Congreas  of  the  CPSU  waa  the  best  example  of  this.    Other  parties,  as  well,  are 
struggling  to  enrich  UarxlBt-LeniniBt  theory  and  to  improve  its  guiding  role  in  the 
battle  for  peace,  democracy  and  Bociallsm.    Our  Party  can  be  proud  of  its  creative 
application  of  Uarxlam  to  the  Kegro  queBtion  In  the  U.S.A.    This  theoretical  con- 
tribution may  well  mark  the  beginning  of  a  leap  forward  by  American  Marxists  in  en- 
riching the  oclence  of  UarxlBm-Leninlam  in  its  application  to  the  U.S.A.    At  the 
moment  our  Party  etill  lage  in  its  theoretical  and  ideological  work  and  much  of  It 
still  needs  to  be  tied  In  with  our  daily  activities. 

On  the  threshhold  of  this  new  period  we  shall  face  the  most  complex  problome 
of  mass  work  In  coalitions  and  united  fronts  in  order  to  help  establish  peaceful  com- 
petition between  the  socialist  and  capitalist  worlds.  Sectarian  practices  could  rob 
uo  of  the  effectiveness  that  we  must  learn  to  exert  in  the  coning  decade  of  the  60' 

Experiences  in  mass  work  in  UlinolB  which  cannot  be  detailed  here  for 
reasons  of  epace,  point  up  the  danger  of  sectarian  practices  which  still  persist  in 
more  than  one  area  of  our  work.    A  stubborn  struggle  against  Buch  practices  must  be 
initiated  and  maintained.    Are  there  not  clubs  and  individuals  in  our  State  (and 
undoubtedly  nationally)  that  do  exactly  what  Hyman  Lumer  warns  us  against  -  Inflate 
the  Partyis  Independent  action  into  the  totality  (his  emphaflls)  of  its  activities. 

Are  there  not  loud  echoes  of  this  sectarianism  that  makes  "party  meetings 
and  the  distribution  of  Party  literature  become  a  substitute  for  the  difficult  task 
of  working  within  the  mass  movement  and  striving  to  build  united  front  relationshipa" 
Bo  wo  still  not  find  far  too  many  instances  where  comrades  demand  ideological  unity 
as  a  basis  for  united  front  activity? 

Who,  with  the  sole  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  dogmatists,  will  not  see  how 
apt  this  description  of  the  dogmatist  and  sectarian  is?    "Dogmatism  and  sectarianlem 
hinder  the  developtant  of  Uarxlet-Leninist  theory  and  its  creative  application  in 
the  changing  conditions,  replace  the  study  of  the  concrete  situation  with  merely 
quoting  clasBlCB  and  sticking  to  books  and  lead  to  the  isolation  if  the  Party  from 
the  masses."    And  this  tendency  is  still  with  us  thou^  diminishing  in  influence  in 
our  state.    To  some  of  our  doctrinaires  the  "ery  science  of  liarxlBm-Leninism  is  dis- 
torted and  tiirned  into  a  two-word  magic  formula,  and  thuB  no  examination  of  the  con- 
crete is  necessary. 

The  fight  against  dogmatism  and  tendencies  In  that  direction  will  only 
register  victories  when,  in  the  light  of  the  Uarilst  method  and  guided  by  Itarziat 
principles,  the  most  thorough,  concrete  -^^i^  continuing  examination  will  be  made  of 
every  major  aspect  of  the  imerlcan  scene  and  toe  American  class  struggle  as  a  basis 
for  a  sound  program  and  sound  strategy  and  tactics.    The  struggle  against  sectarl»> 
nlsm  will  only  record  advances  when  our  comrades  in  the  traide  unions  and  the  mass 
organizations  grapple  with  the  immediate  and  concrete  needs  of  the  workers  and  the 
common  people,  and  with  great  flexibility  and  sound  judgment  help  establish  united 
front  activities  and  coalition  movements  on  single  issuae  as  a  basis  for  a  broaden^ 
Ing  fron  on  many  isaufis  against  the  giant  monopolies  and  reaction  within  our  country. 
And  within  this  movement,  giving  constant  attention  to  the  question  of  how  to 
express  the  Party's  vanguard  role  in  building  the  unity  and  political  understanding 
of  the  working  class,  and  in  educating  for  socialism. 


Thus,  the  dangers  of  dogmatism  and  eectarianism  are  not  to  be  underestimated. 
This  was  the  position  adopted  by  the  February  1958  national  Committee  meeting  when 
it  declared  a  two-front  struggle.     "Uoreover",  that  National  Committee  statement  de- 
clared, "this  struggle  should  be  waged  so  as  to  help  overcome  the  hlBtorlc  weakness 
of  the  Ajoerican  Uarilst  movement,  its  sectarianism  and  doctrinairism. " 
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What  has  happened  eince  February  1958  that  requires  a  different  emphasis 
than  that  given  then?    Has  the  danger  of  revisionism  grown  and  that  of  eectarianiBm 
diminished?    A  two-front  struggle  with  equal  emphasis  on  the  dangers  of  revisloniom 
and  dogmatism  is  every  bit  as  necessary  today  as  it  was  in  1958. 

It  is  well  in  this  connection  to  review  briefly  what  the  aoscow  Declaration 
of  November  1957  had  to  say  on  these  dangers.  All  to  often  only  one  quote  is  giwen 
as  the  total  approach  of  the  Declaration  to  these  dangers.  A  study  of  the  document 
will  reveal  three  distinct  and  related  conclusions  expressed.  One  said,  "Disregard 
of  national  peculiarities  by  the  proletarian  party  leads  to  its  divorce  from  reality 
.  .  •  and  is  bound  to  prejudice  the  cause  of  socialism  and,  conversely,  exaggeration 
of  the  role  of  these  peculiarities  ...  is  Just  as  harmful  to  the  socialist  cause  ... 
the  participants  in  the  meeting  consider  that  both  these  tendencies  should  be  coo- 
batted  simultaneously. «    (Uy  emphasis.) 

A  second  position  we^  expressed  as  followai  "The  meeting  underlines  the 
necessity  of  resolutely  overcoming  revisionism  and  dogmatism  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Oomnninist  and  workers  parties." 

And  a  third  conclusion  stated  :    "In  condemning  dogmatism  the  Communist 
partloB  believe  that  the  main  danger  at  present  is  revisionism  or,  in  other  words, 
rl^t-wlng  opportunism,  which  as  a  manifestation  of  bourgeois  ideology  paralyzes 
the  energy  of  the  working  class  and  demands  the  preservation  or  restoration  of 
ec^ltallsm.    However,  dogmatism  and  sectarianism  can  also  be  the  main  danger  at 
different  phases  of  development  in  one  party  or  another.    It  is  for  each  Comnunlst 
party  to  decide  what  danger  threatens  it  more  at  a  given  moment," 

Both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Declaration  are  violated  when  one  In- 
eiete  that  the  conclusions  on  revisionism  as  the  principal  danger  must  apply  with 
equal  strength  to  every  Communist  party  In  the  world  and  continue  to  apply  today, 
two  years  later,  to  every  Party  alUke. 


Xhe  parties  of  semi-colonial  countries  or  of  countries  Just  recently  libera- 
ted  from  colonicdism  are  carrying  on  profound  discuesions  on  the  role  of  the 
national  bourgeoisie  in  the  national  liberation  movements  and  revolutions,  fhile 
not  In  anyway  challenging  the  continued  danger  of  revisionism  there  are  varying  but 
BlgEilfica&t  attacks  on  doctrinaire  positions  on  the  role  of  the  national  bourgeoisie. 
TSxoa,  the  Iraqjii  Party  has  recently  stated  that  it  had  overestimated  its  own  role 
and  underestimated    that  of  the  national  bourgeoisie  in  the  Ira^ul  revolution.  The 
Cuban  party  deolares  that  in  the  practical  application  of  liarxism  in  Cuba,  tbey 
faee  'two  main  dangers"  —  dogmatic  and  sectarian  mistakes,  as  well  as  errors  of  an 
opportunist  and  revisionist  character, 

Palmlro  Togliatti,  head  of  the  Italian  Communist  Party  stated  earlier  this 
year:  ■Among  the  Italian  Communists,  the  plant  of  revisionism  never  took  hold.  Ts 
shall  continue  to  prevent  its  growth  today  ...  At  the  same  ti^  we  shall  combat 
every  form  of  sectarianism." 

lolorea  Zbarrurl,  leader  of  the  heroic  Communist  Party  of  Spain,  wrote 
recently: 

"Hitherto  It  was  difficult  to  pose  the  question  of  united  action  and  agree- 
ment with  some  grovp  of  the  national  bourgeoisie  because  of  their  reactionary  posi- 
tion.   These  groups  have  not  ceased  to  be  reactionary.    But  the  pressure  to  which 
they  are  being  subjected  by  the  monopolies  and  their  need  to  defend  themselves 
against  this  pressure  le  bringing  them  closer  to  the  labor  movement  and  democratic 

"She  Popular  Front  constituted  a  most  important  stage  in  the  Communists' 
ca]q>algn  for  cooperation  with  non-proletarian  forces  in  the  interests  of  Joint 
struggle  against  the  threat  of  war,  reaction  and  fascism.    But  the  Popular  TrO^^t 
should  not  be  considered  as  something  static  and  unchanging  as  a  pattern  valid  for 
all  time... 

"In  particular,  for  Spaniards  this  form  of  association  between  labor  and 
progressive  forces  against  the  background  of  struggle  with  the  Franco  regime  is 
Inadequate.    We  need,  and  we  are  fighting  for  a  broader  unity  which  would  embrace 
all  national  forces  regardless  of  their  social  status  and  past  political  activity...' 
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a  fight  againet 

Do  we  not  still  find  lovid  voices  in  our  ranks  calling  for  the  total  damna- 
tion of  present  labor  leadership  and  crying  out  that  this  leadership  is  the  main 
hindrance  to  any  economic  or  political  advance  of  the  Aoerican  working  class? 

Are  there  not  significant  vestiges  of  sectarianism  in  our  ranks  which  may 
seriously  obstruct  the  mobilization  of  the  American  people  In  the  all-out  ftgbt 
for  peaceful  coexistence  and  general  disarmamant? 

Who  has  not  heard  even  in  the  very  recent  period  in  our  Party  whore  the 
negro  question  Is  reduced  to  a  cIslss  question  and  the  national  liberation  movement 
equated  with  the  liberation  of  the  Negro  worker  from  capitalist  ejploltatlon? 

Lenin  in  Left  Ting  Communism,  an  Infantile  Disorder,  observed;  "AnarchlBB 
was  often  a  sort  of  punishment  for  the  opportunist  sins  of  the  working  class  move- 
ment.   Both  mono stro sit ies  mutually  supplemented  each  other."    While  the  basic  ob- 
jective source  of  both  left-sectarianism  and  righ  opportunism  is  in  the  capitalist 
society  in  which  we  live,  we  have  had,  in  addition,  sufficient  experience  since 
1957  in  the  left-ning  movement  in  the  U.S.A.  to  be  tempted  to  paraphrase  LenlnU 
statement  to  reeid:     "Both  monostrositles,  that  of  left  sectarianism  and  right 
opportunism,  have  mutually  supplemented  and  fed  on  each  other."    In  such  a  concrete 
situation  lessening  the  fire  in  any  way  on  "one  monstrosity"  could  lead  to  great 
harm    to  our  movement. 

The  examples  from  other  parties  are  not  cited  to  Justify  our  Party's 
position  after  February  1958.    This  can  only  be  Judged  on  the  basis  of  whether  It 
correctly  reflects  the  realities  In  and  around  our  Party.    They  are  given,  honever, 
as  an  argument  against  the  static  position  taken  by  the  dogmatists. 

It  needs  also  to 
workers'  parties,  ba^ed  i 

still  adhere  to  the  conclusion  that  revisionism  remains  the  main  danger 
nationally,  as  well  as  to  their  own  parties.    But  their  findings  are  in  all  cases 
determined  by  the  study  of  their  specific  situations,  and  not  by  mechanical 
ai)pllcation  of  generalizations. 

Our  position  today,  I  believe,  must  remain  the  same  as  it  has  been  since 
rebruary  1958  because  concrete  conditions  in  and  around  the  Party  demand  it.  In- 
cidentally, it  would  have  been  proper  and  wise,  it  seems  to  me,  for  the  H.C.,  since 
it  rocomiLended  a  change  in  this  regard  in  the  Draft  Resolution  to  have  at  least 
briefly  outlined  the  causes  for  the  earlier  position  and  the  reasons  for  the 
changed  one  projected  at  present. 

r  main  ideological 

i7ould  it  not  be  sounder  to  say  that  our  main  ideological  responsibility 
should  concern  Itself  with  the  problems  and  obstacles  relating  to  our  mass  work, 
such  as  the  united  front  and  coalition  activities,  which,  of  course,  would  then 
Include  the  questions  of  revisionist-opportunism,  and  dogmatism  and  sectarianlao? 

Instead  of  the  formulation  in  the  Draft  Political  Resolution  I  reconimend 
this  substitution: 

"Our  mass  work  and  our  Ideological  responsibility  demand  that  the  most 
consistent  struggle  against  revisionist-opportunist  tendencies  be  carried  on 
simultaneously  with  the  most  vigorous  opposition  to  dogmatic  ideas  and  sectarian 


####### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  26 
ITTH  NATIONAL  CONTOMTIOT 

EEPOBT  OF  CONSTITOTIOT  COMMITTEF 
Proposed  CbQnf;ea  to  Party  C-)nGtltutlon 


Purposes  Baotlon  1.    Add  to  line  5  after  "political  activity" 

(a)  to  attain  a  peaceful  vorld  so  tbat  the  Anerlcan  people 
and  all  ranklnd  my  work  out  their  (lestlny  freed  fr-^n  t^e 
shadow  of  nuclear  war;     (b)  to  attain  full  equality  f-r 
tEe  Nepyo  people  by  banishing  Ain  crow  and  reallzlnr;  the 
fraternal  unity  of  Hegro  and  white; 


AHTICIE  III. 

Mamberebip  Section  k.  Line  8,  delete  ('If  feasible") 

Line  9,  after  "good  standing"  add: 

They  may,  however,  apply  for  reaomlsslon  within  six  nontho, 
and  upon  approval  of  tte  club,  be  peraltted  to  pay  all  back 
dues  and  maintain  their  former  standing. 


AHTICIE  17. 

Structure  Section  2.  Page 


9,  line  7,  after  by-laws,  add  the  word  or. 
line  8,  delete  (or  state  connlttee), 
retain  "nay  deternln".    Delete  all  that 
follows  up  to  end  of  line  23. 

Retain  balance  of  page. 


Bage  10,  line  2,  delete  (at  large) 

line  6,  delete  all  naterlal  starting 
with  (a  vacancy  anong  nienbero)  and 
ending  with  (vacancy  occurred)  on 
line  12. 


AHTICIE  V. 

National  Organitatlon   Section  1.  Page 
Section  h.  Page 


12,  line  8,  delete  (within  the  flrxt  olx 
months  of  the  year. 

13,  line  12,  delete  (at  least  90  days). 
Add  four  months,  to  read : 

Prior  to  regular  National  Conventions, 
four  months  shall  be  provided  for  dis- 
cussions, etc. 


Section  5,  in  the  present  Constitution  has  been  deleted  by 
referendum. 

New  Section  5  to  read: 

Section  5,  That  each  National  Convention  determine  the 
number  of  members  of  the  National  Connittee 
and  that  election  be  by  secret  ballot. 
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Matlonal  Organlzatl:in     New  Sectl-m  6  to  read: 

Section  6.    The  National  Connlttee  shall  be  elected  at 
the  National  Convention  In  the  follovlnp; 
aanner:    That  State  Conventlono  ohall  pake 
nomlnatlono  to  the  National  Conmlttee  of 
any  oeober  of  the  Party  eligible  In  their 
own  or  any  other  State.    Such  nomlnatlono 
F^eth-er  with"  any  other  nomlnatlono  cede 
directly  at  the  Convention  ohall  appear  on 
the  election  ballot  at  the  National  Conven- 
tion unless  a  nominee  haa  In  the  roeantlne 
docllned. 

That  In  the  election  of  the  National  Com- 
nlttee  all  areas  of  the  c-^upt^y  be  Included 
with  due  refgtrd  to  the  olze  of  the  membership 
and  the  character  of  the  otate  orftanlzatlon. 


Present  Section  6  then  becomes  Section  7. 
Seotlon  7  will  then  read: 


^f  the  National  Corr 


>  filled  by  the  majority 


^-thlrdB  -.f  the  mcmbero 


Precent  Section  7  beconeo  Section  8, 
Present  Section  8  beconeo  Section  9. 
Preoent  Section  9  becores  Section  10. 
Page  15,  line  6  from  the  bottom, 

Change  to  read:  In  fulfilment  of  Its  duties    Instead  of 
(In  connection  with  ito  duties) 

Present  Section  10  beconeo  Section  11. 

Page  l6,  last  line,  chance  to  read:  at  least  twice  a 

Instead  of:      (  at  least  four  times  a) 


rece  lO,  line  lU  delete  (They  also  have  the 
right  In  accordance  with  Section  2  of  thlo 
Article,  to  dleeent  from  declolonc  which 
have  been  nade.) 


Members  should  be  active  In  carrying  out 
the  program  of  the  Party,  to  read  and 
circulate  Its  press  and  literature,  to 
Increase  tlielr  knowledge  of  scientific 
socialism  and  to  attend  club  meetings 
regularly. 

Ion  12,  page  21,  line  10,  delete  (without  prejudice) 
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AETICtE  VII 

Disciplinary  Procedure  and  Section  3. 

Appeals . 


Page  22,  line  8,  add  after  "any  member" 
or  party  committee 

line  13,  add  after  "In  that  club" 
Clubs  or  Individual  ir.er.ber3  s/iy  request 
the  help  of  the  next  hlt^her  omlttee 


line  16,  after  "trial  committee"  add, 
of  the  club  or  appropriate  higher 
Party  body. 


Section  6.    Page  23,  line  1.    After  "Anj'  Member" 
add  or  committee . 


EDIUDBIAL  CHAITOE: 


Adopted  by  the  l6th  National 
Convention  of  the  Communist  Party 
U.S.A.  February  9-12,  1957. 

As  amended  by  17th  National  Conve 


EDITOFIAL  PROPOSAL:    The  Constitution  should  include  an  Index. 


#  #  # 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  27 


SOME  C0MME3ITS  ON  THE  DRAFT  RESOLUTION 
By  Pettis  Perry 
(Oct.  25,  1959) 


Comradee,  this  1b  the  fourth  draft  resolution  on  the  Negro  question  In  the 
last  ten  monthe .    Some  comrades  might  be  an»zea  that  this  could  happen  In  the 
Communist  Party,  where.  Instead  of  one  draft  and  then  a  final  resolution,  we  have 
four,  with  no  one  knowing  how  many  more  drafts  we  will  have  before  we  will  have 
settled  the  question. 

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  this.  First,  that  the  National  question  le 
one  of  the  most  complicated  of  all  theoretical  questions  In  the  body  of  Harxist 
thought.  Second,  we  are  attempting  to  discuss  this  question  after  three  years  of 
Inner-party  crisis.  Under  these  conditions  It  Is  going  to  be  difficult  for  us  to 
formulate  a  eatlsfactorj'  resolution  on  any  question.  Third,  I  know  of  no  country 
where  the  National  Question  Is  as  confused  and  complicated  as  It  Is  In  the  United 
States.  And  this  Is  neither  because  of  Revisionism  nor  Left  Sectarianism,  as  one 
or  another  comrade  might  think.  It  ic  because  of  the  historical  evolution  of  this 
question  In  the  United  States. 

First  of  all,  the  Negro  people  In  this  country  are  not  a  conquered  people  like 
the  people  of  Puerto  Pico  or  some  other  colony.    Second,  the  Negro  people  in  this 
country,  like  their  white  oppressors,  originally  came  from  another  continent,  and 
they  both  arrived  In  this  country  with  different  cultural  backgrounds,  and  from 
different  continents,  with  different  ethnic  backgrounds.    Originally  they  spoke 
different  languages,  had  different  religious  beliefs,  and  had  other  differences 
and  peculiarities  of  their  own.    In  addition  to  this,  the  Negro  people  In  this 
country  were  at  one  time  the  slaves  of  their  oppressors,  the  white  ruling  class. 
As  a  result,  the  ruling  class  was  able  to  form  and  grow  and  develop  In  a  certain 
direction- -economically,  politically  and  socially;  whereas  the  development  of  the 
Negro  people  In  all  these  aspects  was  restricted  and  different. 

These  are  some  of  the  things  that  we  must  understand  In  order  to  appreciate 
deeply  what  are  some  of  the  more  fundamental  difficulties  that  lie  before  us  In 
our  effort  to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion  regarding  what  precisely  should  be 
the  main  political  long-range  slogans  for  Negro  liberation. 

It  should  be  added,  further,  that  oven  In  countries  whore  nations  and  peoplee 
were  more  clearly  defined,  even  In  those  countries  the  National  Question  was  one 
of  the  most  sharply  debated  of  all.    Ever  since  the  London  International  Congroas 
in  1696  this  has  been  a  very  sharply  debated  question  In  the  Marxist  movement  all 
over  the  world.    And  this  situation  was  most  marked  in  the  first  country  of  social- 
ism, the  USSR.    Without  going  further  Into  this,  I  would  like  to  refer  the  comrades 
to  a  few  Marxist  documents  which  deal  with  this  particular  question:    Lenin's  pam- 
phlet:    "The  Right  of  Nations  to  Self -Determination;  or  Volumes  IV  and  V  of  Lenin's 
Selected  Works;"  as  well  as  Stalin's  book,  "Iterxlem  and  the  Natl  nal  Question," 
especially  pages  13-7  to  I61,  entitled  "Report  on  National  Factors  In  the  Develop- 
nfint  of  the  Party  and  the  State."    This  latter  comes  from  a  Report  delivered  at 
the  Twelfth  Congress  of  the  Russian  Communist  Party,  April  23,  1923. 

The  1923  Report  was  made  more  than  five  years  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Soviet  Government. 

Another  reference  I  would  like  to  make  is  to  Stalin's  volume,  the  chapter 
"Deviations  on  the  National  Question,"  pages  203  to  21'*.    This  report  was  delivered 
twelve  years  after  the  establlehment  of  the  Soviet  Government.    At  the  Sixteenth 
Congress  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union,  June  27,  1930. 

In  our  District  we  have  had  and  are  continuing  to  have  the  most  intensive 
study  and  discussion  on  the  National  Question,    There  are  some  who  agree  with  the 
first  draft  and  bohb  who  oppose  it;  these  contending  viewpoints  continue  to  this 
day.    All  during  the  discussion  we  have  been  able  to  conduct  it  in  a  non-factional 
manner,  a  nanner  which  I  hope  will  continue.    In  order  to  facilitate  this  discus- 
sion, our  District  submitted  to  the  Party  an  extensive  bibliography  dealing  with 
the  National  Question.    That  included  general  material  dealing  with  the  Negro  Ques- 
tion in  the  United  States.    This  bibliography  was  compiled  by  first  acquiring  from 
Comrade  Jackson  a  list  of  all  the  documents  such  as  books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  that 
he  used  in  his  preparations  for  the  initial  report.    We  added  to  this  other  sources 
of  material.    It  is  Important  now  to  ask,  after  this  Intensive  study,  that  all  of 
us  who  disagree  with  the  resolution  should  Include  Ir  our  disagreement  that  which 
we  think  should  be  our  approach  and  why  we  think  so. 
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After  these  Introductory  renarke  I  proceed  now  to  some  commentB  on  the  reso- 
lution. The  resolution  Is  correct  In  setting  forth  in  the  Introductory  section, 
that  after  almost  a  hundred  years  the  Negro  people  In  this  country  still  do  not 
enjoy  the  full  rights  guaranteed  them  under  the  13th,  i4th  and  15th  Anendments  to 
the  Constitution.  This  is  not  a  denial  of  the  achievements  of  the  Negro  people. 
This  Is  a  realistic  evaluation  of  the  present  situation.  As  such  It  Is  positive, 
being  positive  does  not  necessarily  msan  noting  only  the  achievements  as  we  have 
tended  to  do  In  the  past.  We  must  not  close  our  eyes  to  the  vast  number  of  un- 
solved problems.  If  we  do,  our  Party  can  become  deluded  and  fall  victim  to  grad- 
ualism. If  we  do  that,  we  fall  behind  the  tempo  of  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement 
Itself.    And  this  would  be  unfortunate. 

Miss  Nannie  H.  Burroughs,  President  of  the  Wonen's  Convention  Auxiliary  to  the 
National  Baptist  Convention,  U.S.A.,  at  San  Francisco  September  9,  1959,  In  describ- 
ing the  need  for  greater  equality  and  Integration  of  the  Negro  people  had  this  to 
say:    "The  Negro  nasses  can  and  must  be  reached,  enlightened,  enlisted,  challenged 
and  Inspired.    All  of  this  talk  about  race  progress  Is  only  whistling  In  the  dark 
to  keep  away  ghosts.    It  Is  glorifying  the  petty  done  and  Ignoring  the  vast  undone." 
This  Is  a  spokesman  for  Negro  life,  a  spokesman  of  no  sn^ll  dimension.    She  la  part 
of  an  organization  that  has  five  million  Negroes  in  its  ranks,  the  second  largest 
Negro  organization  in  the  country,  second  only  to  the  Fraternal  Council  of  Churches, 
which  claims  a  membership  of  better  than  eight  million,  with  the  Baptists  being  the 
largest  part  of  this  total. 

In  Section  One  of  the  Eesolutlon,  the  description  of  the  Negro  movement  and 
the  various  currents  that  make  up  that  movement  is  too  lightly  and  too  narrowly 
dealt  with.    The  impression  is  left  that  the  only  thing  that  is  happening  in  this 
movement  for  Negro  liberation  Is  a  grouping  around  the  KAACP,  with  the  NAACP  act- 
ing as  its  spokesman. 

Now  it  is  correct  to  say  that  the  NAACP  is  the  main  civil  rights  organization 
of  the  Negro  people;  and  that  it  has  the  support  of  the  entire  Negro  people:  also 
that  in  the  country  as  a  whole  it  is  acting  as  the  nerve  center  of  the  Negro  lib- 
eration movement  as  it  now  exists.    This  is  an  objective  fact.    Further  it  is  cor- 
rect to  say  that  the  NAACP  has  the  broadest  ties  with  the  white  masses  in  this 
country, especially  with  the  labor  movemsnt  and  the  white  liberals.    We  have  to 
speak  conditionally,  however,  as  to  what  authority  it  enjoys  in  the  ranks  of  labor. 
We  will  come  back  to  this  later.    First,  let  us  turn  to  some  of  the  other  major 
components  of  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement,  their  roles  and  their  contributions 
to  it. 

The  Negro  Church  is  about  the  oldest  of  all  the  Negro  organizations.  Both 
the  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  developed  and  were  formed  on  the  basis  of 
fighting  against  Jim  Crow.    To  this  day,  they  occupy  a  strong  position  of  leader- 
ship among  the  Negro  people.    One  of  the  movements  that  developed  and  shook  the 
world  in  the'  field  of  Negro  liberation,  which  did  not  start  in  NAACP,  nor  la  it 
In  the  hands  of  the  NAACP.  is  the  Martin  Luther  King  Montgomery  Improvement  Assoc- 
iation bus  boycott  movement.    This  movement  inspired  the  Negroes  of  Tallahaaaee, 
Atlanta  and  other  cities  to  conduct  similar  struggles.    So  powerful  was  this  move- 
ment that  the  young  Martin  Luther  King,  emerged  five  years  ago  from  an  obscure 
clergyman  to  prominence  as  an  international  figure.    The  present-day  struggle  in 
th©  Deep  South  for  the  right  to  vote  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Chriatian  Leadership 
movement.    The  most  authoritative  leaders  of  thaL  movement  are  the  Negro  churches 
of  the  South,  who  enjoy  the  support  of  Negro  churches  and  the  Negro  nftsses  all 
over  the  country. 

True,  that  a  number  of  forces,  in  the  South  such  as  certain  white  llborals, 
the  Negro  fraternal  organizations,  some  of  the  unions  that  are  all -Negro  or  pre- 
dominantly Negro,  and  NAACP  branches  are  participants  in  this  movement;  but  one 
cannot  conclude  therefore  that  this  movement  is  grouped  around  the  NAACP"  with 
the  NAACP  acting  as  its  spokesman,  whan  it  is  known  that  King,  Abemathy,  Shuttle - 
worth  and  many  other  prominent  ministers  in  the  South  are  the  most  authoritative 
spokesmen  for  this  movement. 

This  is  not  only  the  case  In  places  like  Alabama,  where  the  NAACP  has  been 
outlawed,  but  it  is  true  in  many  other  Southern  statss.  It  Is  such  movensnts  as 
these  that  are  most  aggressively  putting  the  question  of  tlpe  Eight  to  Vote,  and 
the  Bight  to  Negro  Representation,  which  foreshadows  the  possibility  for  the  emerg- 
ence of  a  block  of  Negro  aspirants  for  office,  and  may  well  be  the  prologue  for 
a  resurgence  of  a  movenBnt  of  Negro  clergymen  to  enter  political  office. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  first  Negro  Senator  ever  to  ait  in  the 
United  States  Senate  was  a  Negro  minister,  Hiram  Bevels  of  Mississippi. 
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Tbe  Initiative  of  the  Negro  clergy,  particularly  In  the  South,  who  are  today 
leading  the  struggle  on  the  political  front  may  be  the  forerunner  of  what  was  done 
In  Eeconetruotlon. 

The  RAACP  neither  endorsee  nor  supports  political  candidates. 

President  J.  H.  Jackson  of  the  National  Baptist  Convention,  on  September  19, 
1959  In  San  Francisco  at  his  organization's  annual  meeting.  In  addition  to  rally- 
ing the  Negro  people  to  the  struggle  for  peace,  laid  before  them  the  necessity  of 
a  relentless  struggle  for  full  citizenship  rights  In  these  words:  "We  must  Insist 
on  universal  suffrage,  the  rights  of  all  citizens  to  the  ballot  box,  and  take  our 
full  responsibility  in  helping  to  elect  those  officials  on  whom  the  country  must 
depend  for  leadership  and  guidance," 

This  was  done  after  he  had  pointed  out  to  the  Negro  people  how  the  unification 
of  the  Arab  World  was  succeeding.    He  described  this  as  Arab  Nationalism,  to  which 
he  attached  great  value.  In  the  sphere  of  world  politics  the  church  is  playing  far 
more  of  a  direct  role  in  Africa  than  le  the  NAACP.    True,  a  lot  of  this  is  on  a 
religious  basis,  but  It  is  also  true  that  sons  of  it  le  on  the  basis  of  naterlal 
existence. 

The  treatment  of  the  role  of  the  Negro  press  In  the  resolution  leaves  me 
flabergasted .    Kor  It  would  appear  from  this  section  of  the  resolution  that  the 
Negro  press  "have  rendered  profound  changes  In  the  common  psychological  malosup  of 
Negro  Americans."    As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Negro  press  historically  has  been  one 
of  the  greatest  crusaders  for  Negro  freedom.    It  Is  this  Institution  that  very 
often  both  fires  and  Inspires  the  Imagination  and  determination  of  the  Negro  people 
to  put  up  stone-wall  resistance  against  Injustice.    Very  often  It  le  the  first 
Institution  In  Negro  life  that  sharply  raises  Issues  of  discrimination  In  all  walks 
of  life.    It  Isthe  Voice  of  Negro  Life  that  Is  most  often  critical  of  NAACP  and 
Its  failure  to  tackle  specific  questions.    It  Is  critical  likewise  of  both  industry 
and  labor.    It  Is  also  sharply  critical  of  Negro  leadership  itself  when  It  lags  In 
certain  fields.    Without  this  Institution  In  Negro  life,  neither  the  NAACP  nor  any 
other  aspects  of  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement  would  be  at  the  level  they  are  today. 

What  other  institution  In  Negro  life  today  Is  raising  the  question  of  police 
brutality  as  energetically  as  the  Negro  press?  This  has  developed  Into  a  situa- 
tion that  Is  a  national  disgrace.  This  Is  true  of  Los  Angeles,  Chicago,  Detroit, 
and  every  other  major  city  In  this  country.  It  Is  even  true  of  places  with  only 
a  snail  Negro  population  like  Seattle.  Yet  In  what  city  In  the  North  particularly 
do  you  find  any  mee  struggle  on  the  part  of  any  NAACP  branch  on  this  Issue? 

Consequently  In  our  description  of  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement  and  Its 
component  parts,  the  Negro  Press  must  be  given  much  more  credit  for  the  role  that 
It  Is  playing. 

One  of  the  biggest  voakneeeee  In  describing  the  Negro  movement, however,  (and 
a  description  of  the  currents  in  the  Negro  movement  Is  of  course  vitally  neces- 
sary,) Is  the  failure  of  this  resolution  and  all  previous  resolutions  on  this 
question  in  the  history  of  our  party,  to  give  any  description  or  treatment  of  the 
role  of  women  in  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement.    And  yet  It  Is  known  that  the 
Negro  women  are  one  of  the  most  energetic  forces  In  Negro  life.    They  are  the 
most  civic  minded;  they  are  closest  to  the  youth.    Without  the  role  of  the  Negro 
women  every  one  of  the  Negro  preachers  In  this  country  would  starve  to  death.  For 
It  Is  the  women  who  carry  on  most  of  the  organizing  work,  most  of  the  fund-raising 
both  In  the  churches  and  In  the  NAACP.    Therefore  It  Is  not  sufficient  to  speak 
simply  of  this  or  that  sector  of  Negro  life  and  omit  the  role  of  women  In  the 
process;  for  these  women  have  literally  hundreds  of  organizations  that  are  made  up 
of  nothing  but  women.    They  vigorously  fight  for  various  kinds  of  Improvements  In 
the  Negro  conmunlty. 

Even  In  the  general  Neg-^  d  Liberation  Movement  the  Negro  women's  organizations 
on  their  own,  and  on  behalf    •  themselves  andthelr  brothers  and  eons  and  husbands 
and  on  behalf  of  the  whole  Negro  community  not  only  fight  for  such  general  demands 
as  FEPC,  better  housing,  health,  and  so  on,  but  they  have  been  the  pioneers  In  the 
field  of  the  rights  of  domestic  wo.  ers.    In  addition,  they  have  aided  theflght 
of  organized  labor,  particularly  the  Negro  workers  In  transportation.    I  quote 
from  a  convention  report  of  the  President  of  the  California  State  Association  of 
Colored  Women's  Clubs,  made  at  San  Diego  In  July  1959.    Mrs.  Ida  M.  Eobertston 
stated : 
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"The  railroads,  bus  lines  and  air  transport  of  our  country  are  heavily  sub- 
sidized gy  government  contract.    Tet  there  Is  equality  of  employment  in  no 
sense  of  the  word.    So  far  as  we  of  the  California  State  Association  of  Colored 
Women's  Clubs  know,  there  is  not  a  single  Negro  drive  of  inter-state  buses  in 
the  country.    Where  there  should  be  at  least  50  Negro  locomotive  engineers  per 
1000  employed,  there  is  now  no  more  than  1  per  1,000.    And  so  on.  Therefore 
we  reconnend  adoption  by  the  President's  Committee  on  Government  Contracts  of 
a  policy  in  favor  of  no  loans,  grants,  subsidies  or  contracts  to  any  air,  land, 
sea  transportation  firm  engaged  In  Interstate  business,  except  under  conditions 
of  employinent  equality  without  reference  to  race." 

There  are  serious  material  motivations  which  have  to  do  with  the  welfare  of 
the  Negro  community  as  a  whole,  as  well  as  with  the  welfare  of  the  Negro  women 
as  individuals  such  as  their  precarious  position  in  industry,  their  lack  of  op- 
portunities for  Jobs  and  -"he  advancement  to  key  positions  in  industry,  the  infer- 
ior status  which  they  occupy  in  the  labor  movement  etc;  the  main  fact,  however, 
is  that  the  two  examples  cited  by  Miss  Burroughs  and  Mrs.  Eobertson,  emphasize 
and  illustrate  the  serious  weaknesses  on  our  part.    This  section  of  the  popula- 
tion must  be  considered  as  both  an  independent  current  and  also  an  important 
integral  part  of  the  Negro  Liberation  Movemant  as  a  whole. 

The  youth  movement  and  the  role  of  the  Negro  youth  is  not  mentioned  In  the 
Eesolution.  The  response  and  the  initiative  of  youth  to  the  two  mobilizations  In 
Washington,  D.C.  emphasizes  the  tremendous  vital  force  and  vixallty  ofthe  Negro 
Liberation  Movement  amonp  youth.  Thus  as  a  further  strengthening  of  the  present 
draft  we  should  consider  the  Negro  youth  as  a  distinct  current  of  the  Negro  Lib- 
eration Movement  along  with  all  the  rest  of  its  components.  Without  this  we  will 
not  have  an  adequate  guide  and  perspective  for  the  period  ahead. 

Two  other  points:    (1)    In  this  section  we  should  deal  more  forcefully  with 
the  all-class  character  of  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement.    It  is  necessary  to  do 
this  because  only  by  having  before  us  a  clear  picture  of  what  this  movensnt  is 
and  where  itls  going,  can  the  Marxist  and  pro-Marxist  forces  see  clearly  in  what 
way  they  can  identify  themselves  with  that  movement. 

(2)  Treatment  of  the  Negro  nationalist  movement  in  the  Draft  Resolution  Is 
highly  inadequate.  It  is  referred  to  as  advocating  "petty-bourgoois  'solution'to 
the  oppression  of  the  Negro  people." 

We  should  not  discuss  a  question  as  serious  as  this  in  such  an  off-handed 
manner,  for  to  do  so  tends  to  give  a  one-sided  picture  of  Negro  nationalism. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  nationalist  movement  contributes  to  the  growing 
racial  pride  among  Negroes,  and  this  is  a  positive  achievement,  it  Is  also  true 
that  by  its  nature  nationalism  (Moslems,  etc.)  leads  to  a  separation  of  Negro 
from  white,  and  this  leads  to  a  weakening  of  the  liberation  movement,  for  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  Negro  Question  cannot  be  solved  by  the  Negro  people 
alone.  It  was  a  combination  of  whites  and  Negroes  that  led  to  the  adoption  of 
fair  employment  practices  laws  in  many  states  and  communities. 

Negro  nationalism  can  only  divert  the  Negro  people  from  the  only  possible 
solution  to  their  problems,  that  is,  the  firm  unity  between  the  Negro  Liberation 
Movement  and  the  working  class  which  oonstitutes  the  broadest  base  for  Negro- 
white  unity.    Without  the  unity  of  these  two,  the  problems  of  the  Negro  people 
in  the  United  States  can  never  be  solved.    Even  if  every  Negro  men,  woman  and 
child  is  uniteddown  to  the  last  person.    If  the  Negro  people  could  solve  their 
problems  all  by  themselves,  Jim  Crow  in  American  life  would  b«  as  ancient  as  the 
first  slave  ship  that  came  to  this  country. 

Just  as  the  white  comrades  especially  should  be  in  the  forefront  of  the 
struggle  against  white  chauvinism,  so  our  Negro  comrades  must  bo  in  the  forefront 
of  struggle  against  bourgeois  nationalism.    I  fail  to  see  how  we  can  raise  the 
question  of  the  Negro  nationalist  movement  without  dealing  with  the  question  of 
bourgeois  nationalism.    Bourgeois  nationalism  in  Negro  life  Is  as  divisive  as 
ant i -communism.    While  one  contributes  to  the  disruption  of  the  whole  progressive 
movensnt,  the  other  disrupts  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement,  from  within.  Taken 
together  they  constitute  two  main  obstacles  inside  the  Negro  Liberation  Movonent, 
and  must  be  fought  as  such.    Granting  that  different  tactics  for  each  one  will 
have  to  be  used,  the  struggle  must  be  concentrated  on  them. 
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I  turn  now  to  Section  Three  of  the  Reeolutlon. 

After  dealing  at  length  with  the  conditions  of  the  Negro  people,  deeorlblng 
how  Begroee  ar*  Jim  Crowed  in  unlona  and  industry,  to  the  point  where  the  Negro 
people  receive  kS%  leas  family  Income  than  their  white  fellow  citizens,  the  Reso- 
lution then  says: 

"This  circumstance  alone  dictates  that  the  Negro  worker  take  the  lead  In 
alerting  the  entire  movement  to  a  national  crusade  to  organize  the  unorganized 
In  tlte  South,  and  create  a  new  base  of  support  for  the  labor  movement  In  the  pro- 


What  have  the  Negro  people  been  doing  since  the  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction 
except  alerting  the  entire  labor  movement  to  the  plight  of  the  Negro  people?  What 
Is  the  basis  for  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  Negro  caucuses  In  the  ranks  of  organ- 
ized labor.  Do  they  not  stem  from  the  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  Negro  work- 
ers that  this  Is  a  method  of  alerting  the  labor  movement  to  the  plight  of  the  Negro 
people? 

What  has  Randolph  been  doing  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  If  not  alerting  the 

labor  movenent  to  the  plight  of  the  Negro  people? 

What  has  been  the  result? 

The  last  convention  of  the  ATL-CIO  demonstrated  conclusively  that  much  more  Is 
needed  than  the  "negro  worker  alerting  the  labor  movement.    Here  we  saw  the  most 
arrogant  display  of  white  chaurlnlsm  by  the  head  of  that  labor  movement,  George 
Meany.    The  worst  we  have  ever  witnessed  In  the  history  of  the  labor  movement. 
Peuther,  a  member  of  the  national  board  of  directors  of  the  RAACP  eat  silently  by 
and  said  nothing. 

Falling  to  see  the  Incorrectness  of  the  formulation  will  only  place  the  burden 
of  the  lack  of  struggle  against  Jim  Crow  on  the  back  of  the  Negro  workers,  where  It 
does  not  belong.    This  approach  Is  shown  more  graphically  in  Section  Four  where, 
after  analyzing  the  various  confusions  that  exist  In  the  Negro  movement,  the  reeo- 


"What  Is  decisive,  however,  Is  that  no  approach,  no  tactic.  Is  lltesly  to  suc- 
ceed unless  based  on  the  concept  of  democratic  mass  struggle  by  the  Negro  people  In 
alliance  with  labor  and  all  other  anti-monopoly  forces  in  the  nation." 

Which  of  course  Is  true.    However,  the  question  may  logically  be  asked,  "Are 
the  Negro  people  responsible  for  the  lack  of  such  an  alliance? 

The  answer  is  no.  All  sections  of  Negro  life  have  been  eystenatlcally  pleading 
with  the  labor  movement  to  break  down  the  bars  of  Jim  Crow  from  the  house  of  labor. 
All  too  often  this  has  been  met  with  resistance.  The  Negro  Liberation  movement  has 
Bystematlcally  pleaded  with  labor  to  Join  with  the  Negro  movement  in  breaking  down 
all  aspects  of  Jim  Crow  not  only  In  Industry  but  In  other  phases  of  social,  economic 
and  political  life  of  this  country,  and  the  labor  movement  has  not  sufficiently 
understood  that  its  own  self  Interest  lies  In  the  direction  of  a  full  fledged  strug- 
gle against  the  whole  Jim  Crow  system. 

Nothing  on  this  earth  would  more  firmly  fix  the  alliance  between  the  Negro 
people  and  labor  than  such  a  step.    All  of  this  is  not  to  say  that  the  labor  move- 
ment has  done  nothing;     it  is  precisely  because  the  labor  movement  has  helped  the 
Negro  people  make  many  gains  that  the  Negro  people  feel  that  they  should  be  able 
to  rely  on  labor.    They  understand  that  if  It  had  not  been  for  the  support  of  the 
labor  movement  in  years  gone  by,  that  the  Negro  people  would  not  be  working  on 
many  Jobs  that  they  are  employed  on  today. 

It  is  also  known  that  the  existence  of  FEP  laws  in  some  twenty  states  and  in 
eoine  thirty  cities,  townships  and  counteie  would  not  have  come  about  without  the 
support  of  the  labor  movement  in  all  of  these  states. 

It  is  known,  further,  that  the  labor  movement  has  been  a  vital  factor  In  help- 
ing to  secure  better  housing  for  Negroes;  they  have  fought  for  integrated  housing; 
they  have  supported  the  Supreme  Court  decisions  on  de-segregation.    Many  Unions  for 
the  first  time  have  Negroes  occupying  leading  poeitloas  in  the  union.    All  of  these 
and  many  more  facts  are  known  by  the  whole  Negro  people  as  the  achievement  of  the 
Labor  movement  in  the  fight  for  Negro  rights.    It  is  not  for  any  anti-labor  reasons 
or  any  feeling  on  th©  Fart  of  the  Negro  people  that  labor  has  not  played  a  role  in 
many  of  the  struggles.    What  the  Negro  people  are  saying  today  is  that  as  good  as 
these  achievements  are,  they  are  far  too  Inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  present 
situation. 
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The  roBolutlon  In  placing  the  quoBtlon  as  It  does,  faile  to  cotoa  to  gripe  with 
the  serious  defects  of  tte  labor  movenient  on  the  Negro  Question.    By  falling  to  do 
thiB,  t.h«  tr<oatmsnt  of  white  chauvinism  and  the  need  to  struggle  against  It  among 
the  broad  masses  In  the  arena  of  struggle  for  Negro  rights, as  well  as  In  the  pro- 
gressive movement  Itself,  remains  very  weak  and  Ineffective. 

To  further  highlight  the  Inadequacy  of  labor  In  the  fight  for  Negro  rights, 
which  in  the  long  run  Is  basic  and  fundamental  to  struggle  for  Negro-white  unlty-- 
we  must  remember  that  the  failure  to  do  this  In  terms  of  organizing  the  unorganized 
In  the  South.on  the  basis  of  complete  equality  for  the  Negro  worker,  left  the  door 
open  for  the  Dlxlecrats  and  Wall  Street  to  blanket  the  South  with  "right -to -work" 
laws.    This  point  should  be  made  In  the  resolution.    It  should  be  made  again  and 
again  among  the  masses. 

Let  us  take  the  question,  once  again,  of  the  "need  to  alert  the  labor  move- 
ment" regarding  Negro  rights. 

The  HAACP,  which  the  resolution  says  enjoys  authority  "to  act  as  epokosiMn 
for  the  entire  eighteen  million  Negro  people,"  In  Its  1958  Annual  Report,  Progreea 
and  Portents,  says:  "In  addition  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Firemen  and  Englnemen  and 
the  Brotherhood  Railroad  Tralnment  which  exclude  Negroes  by  constitutional  prov- 
ision, a  number  of  International  unions  affiliated  to  the  ATL-CIO  continue  to  ei- 
eludo  Negroes  by  tacit  consent.    Some  of  them  restrict  Negro  msmbersbip  to  segre- 
gated or  'auxiliary'  locals.    Other  International  unions  negotiate  separate  racial 
seniority  lines  Into  collective  bargaining  agreements  which  limit  Negro  employment 
to  low  Job  classifications  and  deny  Negro  workers  equal  rights."    (p.  52) 

"A  similar  pattern  of  segngatlon  Is  maintained  by  many  other  unions  Including 
the  tJhlted  Brotherhood  of  Papermakers  and  Paperworkers  Union  and  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Pulp,  Sulphite  and  Paper  Mill  Workers.  These  two  unions  hold  Joint 
colleotlTB  bar^lnlng  agreemsnts  and  maintain  a  rigid  pattern  of  segregated  local 
unions  with  separate  seniority  lines  limiting  Negro  employment  to  laborer  class- 
ifications and  denying  Negroes  equal  seniority  and  other  rights.  Segregated  locals 
with  discriminatory  provlelons  In  union  contracts  are  to  be  found  In  the  plants  of 
the  International  Paper  Comjany  In  a  number  of  southern  states."    (pp.  52-3). 

"Qualified  Negro  mechanics  In  the  North  as  well  as  In  the  South  are  frequently 
unable  to  secure  employment  In  major  construction  installations.  Including  govern- 
ment building  projects,  because  of  the  discriminatory  practices  of  certain  building 
trades  unions  affiliated  to  the  AFL-CIO.    A  clause  requiring  union  membership  as  a 
condition  of  employment  Is  to  be  found  virtually  In  all  collective  bargaining  agree- 
BSnts  In  the  building  and  construction  trades  Industry.    Accordingly,  the  right  to 
belong  to  a  building  trades  union  Is  a  necessary  condition  of  employment.  Because 
Negro  workers  today  are  largely  excluded  from  the  International  Brotherhood  of  El- 
ectrical Workers  and  because  of  the  exclusion  practices  of  other  building  trades 
unions,  competent  Negro  mschanlcs  are  denied  Job  opportunities  In  n*Jor  public  and 
private  construction  Installations  throughout  the  country.    An  example  of  this  is 
the  operation  of  Local  26  of  the  IBEW  In  Washington,  D.C,  which  has  prevented 
Negro  mechanics  from  securing  employment  on  construction  projects  In  the  Nation's 
Capital. 

"Similar  complaints  were  filed  with  the  National  ATL-CIO  against  the  Plumbers 
Union,  Operative  Plasterers  and  Cement  Masons  Association  and  other  unions  In  the 
AIX-CIO  Building  Trades  Council. 

"At  the  Atlantic  Steel  Company  plant  In  Atlanta,  Georgia, hundreds  of  Hegro 
workers  suffer  dishonest  Job  classifications  and  are  denied  their  right  to  develop 
skills  which  would  permit  employmant  In  more  desirable  Job  classifications  because 
of  the  separate  seniority  lines  In  the  union  agreement.    This  Is  equally  true  at 
the  Sheffield  Steel  Company  plant  in  Houston,  Texas,  and  In  steel  manufacturing 
operations  in  the  Blrmlngham-Beesen»r,  Alabama,  district.    The  United  Steel  Work- 
ers of  America,  AFL-CIO,  has  contracts  with  these  companies. 

"On  November  26,  In  the  Federal  Court  of  Appeals  In  Cincinnati,  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  FlreiDBn  and  Englnemen  successfully  defended  their  power  to  ex- 
clude Negroes  from  membership.    This  was  in  response  to  an  action  Initiated  by 
fourteen  Negro  firemen  who  wished  to  Join  the  duly  constituted  collective  bargain- 
ing agent  affiliated  to  the  AIX-CIO.    The  National  AFL-CIO  has  remained  silent 
about  this  ruling  despite  protests  from  the  NAACP  National  Office."    (P.  53). 
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All  ol-  this  makes  crystal  clear  that  vhlle  the  Negro  workers  must  continue  to 
press  relentlessly  for  equality  In  the  labor  movement,  at  the  sane  time  the  strong- 
est emphasis  must  be  placed  upon  the  absolute  necessity,  Indeed,  the  Imperative 
necessity,  for  the  white  masses,  both  rank-and-file  and  leadership,  to  see  that 
they  march  in  the  forefront  of  the  struggle  for  equality  of  the  Negro  people  In 

Without  such  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  white  workers,  stresses  and  etralna 
Will  continue  to  be  placed  on  the  Negro-labor  alliance.  And  without  such  an  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  white  workers,  the  Negro  workers  for  their  part  will  not  be-  able 
successfully  to  draw  into  the  Negro-labor  alliance  the  various  classes  which  om- 

prlse  the  Negro  community. 

There  Is  a  decided  underestimation  of  the  possibilities  of  this  broad  alliance 
of  Negro  and  white  in  the  minds  of  many  Communists. 

A  very  important  factor  in  determining  the  outlook,  the  attitudes  and  the 
opinions  of  the  Negro  is  the  fact  that  all  of  the  indlgnltioe  and  mlstreatuBnte 
whicli  he  has  suffered  have  been  at  tiie  hands  of  whites.    It  le  only  when  actions 
in  defense  of  Negro  rights  are  taken  that  Negroes  can  be  convinced  of  a  white  per- 

aon's  "sincerity." 

Such  an  action  was  the  action  of  the  white  woman  who  escorted  a  Negro  student 
up  thfc  ateps  at  Central  High  School  in  the  face  of  the  mob.    To  the  Negro,  that 
woman,  ar.d  only  that  woman  of  all  the  group  of  whites  surrounding  the  school  at 
that  time,  was  "sincere"  in  her  desire  to  help  the  Negro  win  equal  rights. 

There  le  an  arrogance,  I  would  call  it  a  Left-wing  arrogance,  which  assums 
that  w!.ite  Communists,  and  white  Communists  alone  among  the  whites,  will  take  up 
the  etiuf^gle  for  Megro  rights  among  the  whites.  This  is  false.  There  are  not  a 
few  people  air.ong  liberals  and  hunanitarlans,  all  over  this  country,  who  are  ready 
to  take  up  one  or  another  Issue  in  the  struggle  for  Negro  rights. 

Such  forces  as  these  we  should  make  alliances  with.    Many  of  them  are  In  gen- 
eral for  civil  rights.    There  are  others  in  many  unions  who  will  take  up  the  ques- 
tion of  upgrading  of  Negroes,  of  fighting  for  Negroes  to  be  in  leadership  in  unions, 
and  there  are  still  others  who  will  fight  against  discrimination  In  every  bowling 
alley,  every  restaurant  close  to  the  union,  but  who  do  not  understand  the  need  to 
wage  similar  struggles  In  their  unions.    The  forces  of  the  left  progressive  move- 
ment, in  united  struggle  alongside  such  people,  could  help  them  go  beyond  this  kind 
of  understanding  by  showing  them  It  Is  in  their  self-interest  to  fight  for  Negro 
equality  all  along  the  line. 

In  the  trade  unions,  all  white  members  who  are  Unitarians,  UnlverBallste  or 
Quakers,  or  who  have  religious  beliefs  which  are  based  on  ethical  and  moral  con- 
cepts of  equality,  are  possible  allies  in  the  struggle  to  achieve  full  equality 
for  Negroes  in  their  unions. 

Up  and  down  the  state  of  California,  a.id  in  many  other  states,  there  le  a 
broad,  liberal  group  that  fights  on  a  program  that  is  called  "Open  Occupancy 
Eouelng."    This  group,  many  of  them  middle-class,  and  some  real  bourgeois  elements, 
with  various  professionals  such  as  clergymen,  doctors,  teachers  and  lawyers  in 

to  the  point  of  issuing  statements  in  the  press,  advertisements  and  brochures 
which  state  that  they  will  not  object  to  any  race  or  nationality  living  In  their 
community.  Such  groups  as  the  Pasadena -Altodena  Community  Relations  Council  or  the 
Los  Angeles  Community  Relations  Counll  are  broad  channels  for  strengthening  the 
unity  of  Negro  and  white.    Yet  for  the  most  part  our  comrades  ignore  such  develop- 


There  are  many  comrades  who  are  militant  fighters  against  chauvinism  inside 
the  Party  but  not  among  the  nftsses.    There  are  few  who  are  consistent  fighters 
against  chauvinism  everywhere.    There  are  still  others  who  think  that  the  struggle 
against  white  chauvinism  is  outmoded  and  that  chauvinism  does  not  exlet--except 
perhaps  among  the  White  Citizens  Councils  or  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

There  are  white  comrades  who  have  said,    T  was  bom  in  Europe,  raised  there, 
we  never  had  any  chauvinism,  we  hardly  ever  saw  a  Negro."    And  there  are  others 
who  have  said,  "I'm  from  the  North,    Prejudice  against  Negroes  never  existed  in 
ray  family.    There  weren't  even  any  Negroes  in  my  high  school.    This  business 
against  chauvinism  doesn't  apply  to  me." 
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There  weren't  any  slgna  on  the  white  people  at  Little  Rock  reading  "I  am  from 
Europe.    I  have  no  prejudice."    Or:     "I'm  from  Kew  England.    No  prejudice  her«." 
At  Little  Eock  the  Negro  people  aaw  white  faces  lined  up  against  them.    To  the 
Negro  maseea,  they  were  just  white  faces,  the  faces  of  their  oppressors.    And  in 
a  l^ch  mob,  no  bank  books,  no  stocks  and  bonds,  differentiate  among  the  white 
class  enemies  about  to  lynch  a  Negro;  they  are  all  just  white  faces,  all  the  faces 
of  the  oppressors  of  the  Negro  people. 

What  we  have  to  point  out  is  that  chauvinism,  bourgeola  nationalism  and  antl- 
Semitiam  are  not  based  on  the  desire  or'the  lack  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
indiviaual  to  be  or  not  to  be  a  chauvinist,  a  bourgeola  nationallat  or  an  anti- 
Semite,  but  rather,  they  are  baaed  on  bourgeola  ideology.  And  these  ideological 
trenda  muBt  be  oombatted  wherever  they  exist,  both  in  tne  Party  and  among  the 


Strangely  enough,  some  comrades  who  do  not  think  there  la  any  chauvinism  in 
the  United  States,  do  not  hesitate  to  point  to  reports  of  chauvinism  and  anti- 
Semitism  In  the  Soviet  Union.    As  long  as  any  country  exiats  In  the  environment 
of  capitalism,  or  is  surrounded  by  capitalist  natlona,  it  is  bound  to  be  affected 
by  all  kinds  of  bourgeois  ideologies.    This  is  an  unmiatakable  fact;  therefore, 
to  fight  the  bourgeoisie  in  our  own  country  and  on  a  world  acale,  we  must  fight  It 
on  all  ideological  questions. 

One  thing  that  we  must  never  forget  is  that  the  founding  of  our  own  country 
was  achieved  through  the  decimation  of  the  Indian  trlbea .    And  even  today  the 
children  of  our  country  continue  to  be  frightened  by  TV  stories  and  motion  pict- 
ures of  Indians  scalping  whites.    Another  thing  that  we  mustn't  forget  la  that 
thla  country  for  a  long  tine  reated  on  the  shoulders  of  Negro  slaves.    And  finally, 
we  must  understand  that  the  granting  of  full  equality  to  America's  minority  groups 
waa  never  a  part  of  our  country 'a  democratic  traditions. 

These  facts  alone  should  indicate  that  in  such  an  environment,  our  movement 
operates  where  the  filth  of  chauvinism  has  been  and  is  rampant.    To  think  that  the 
minds  of  our  people  would  not  be  affected  by  this  poison  is  simply  erro-.eous.  Con- 
sequently, our  Resolution  on  the  Negro  Question  must  be  immeasurably  strengthened 
on  this  score  if  we  want  to  re-educate  the  Party  into  an  understanding  that  the 
first  teat  of  international  solidarity  in  the  United  States  la  the  ability  of  the 
white  Marxlats  and  the  working  class  in  general  to  stand  forthright  for  equality 
of  the  Negro  people  and  all  people . 

Section  Three  deals  also  with  the  land  question  in  the  South,  as  well  as  with 
the  question  of  migration.    However,  It  seems  to  limit  this  discussion  to  the  ind- 
uatrlallzation  and  growth  of  the  cities  in  the  South,  accompanied  by  the  advance 
of  mechanization  in  agriculture.    These  two  questions  are  advanced  In  such  a  way 
as  to  Intimate  that  they  are  the  only  reasons  why  Negroes  are  leaving  the  South. 
The  Resolution  fails  to  take  Into  account  a  number  of  things  that  bear  upon  the 
question  of  migration  --  not  the  least  of  which  has  been  the  inability  of  the 
Negro  people  to  acquire  credit  in  aufficlent  amount  to  fill  their  needs;  in  this 
respect,  the  Negro  people  are  nowhere  nearly  up  to  the  levels  of  credit  available 
to  whites.    The  Negro  farmer  is  denied  adequate  land,  he  is  restricted  alnoat  com- 
pletely to  the  poorest  land.    All  of  theae  factore  limit  the  ability  of  Hegro  farm- 
era  to  compete  in  commercial  farming  with  white  farmera . 

Perlo  in  hla  book  "The  Negro  in  Southern  Agriculture"  is  full  of  documentation 
on  thla  queation.    For  instance,  he  ahowa  that  only  h2  Negroea  In  the  whole  state 
of  Georgia  in  1950  received  credit  from  the  Farm  Ownership  Division  of  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  even  though  Georgia  has  the  largest  Negro  population  of  any 
state . 

There  is  much  documentation  in  Perlo 's  book  to  prove  conclusively  that  the 
Negro  people,  aside  from  mechanization  and  induatriallzatlon,  are  literally  being 
driven  from  the  aoll  and  some  out  of  the  South  entirely.    On  the  other  hand,  white 
workers,  when  they  leave  the  farm,  can  go  into  the  cities  of  the  South  and  got  Jobs 
that  are  not  available  to  Negroes. 

Since  the  SupijBne  Court  decision  againat  "separate  but  equal"  echools,  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  tempo  of  this  process,  in  which  thousands  of  Negroes 
have  been  driven  off  their  Jobs  and  off  their  farms  and  driven  out  of  the  South 

The  Southern  office  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Conmlttee,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Department  of  Racial  and  Cultural  Relations  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Chriat  In  the  United  State  s  of  America,  and  the  Southern  Regional 
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Council  of  Atlanta,  recently  published  a  document  entitled,  "Intimidation,  Repris- 
al and  Violence  In  the  South'e  Racial  Crisis."    It  lists  530  cases  of  violence 
since  the  1954  Supreme  Court  decision  against  segregated  schools.    These  took  place  . 
against  Negro  and  white,  but  mostly  against  Negroes.    All  of  them  were  derived  from 
press  reports,  which  means  that  there  were  doubtless  thousands  of  unreported  in- 
stances of  violence. 

According  to  this  publication,  the  ruling  class  is  not  stopping  at  violence  In 
Its  campaign  to  keep  the  Negro  masses  under  Its  heels.    It  la  developing  more  re- 
fined measures  such  as  economic  boycott,  denial  or  restriction  of  credits,  etc.  A 
program  directed  against  whites  who  work  for  Negro-wbite  unity  was  presented  by 
Boy  Harris,  of  Augusta,  Georgia.    Harris  Is  President  of  the  Citizens  Councils  of 
America.    Ho  called  for  (l)  Reduction  of  all  political  campaign  Issues  In  all 
state  and  local  elections  to  a  single  question,  'Vbo's  the  strongest  man  for  segre- 
gation?"   (2)    A  boycott  of  merchants  who  fall  to  Join  and  actively  support  segreg- 
ation.   (3)    "Straighten  out"  white  clergyman  who  preach  "the  brotherhood  of  man." 
He  presented  a  series  of  other  steps  Including  a  fight  against  all  agencies  of  mass 
communication  which  support  de-segregatlon,  and  "absolute  defiance"  of  aU  federal 
court  rulings  favoring  racial  Integration. 


Then,  too,  since  the  Industrialization  and  mechanization  processes,  plus  auto 
matlon,  are  having  such  an  effect  in  throwing  people  out  of  Jobs,  can  wo  imagine 
that  the  process  of  migration  on  the  part  of  Negroes  will  be  a  continuing  and  pern 
anent  process?  I  doubt  It.  ?or  one  thing,  it  Is  generally  known  that  Negroes  are 
among  the  unemployed  in  far  greater  percentage  than  their  proportion  to  the  total 
population  of  the  United  States  would  indicate.  The  Draft  Resolution  states  ,"In 
the  ranks  of  the  unemployed,  they  loom  proportionately  twice  as  largo  as  white 
workers."    (Page  U8,  Sept.  1959,  P.A.) 

Wbat  happens  as  Job  competition  grows  stronger  in  the  North?  Will  this  con- 
tinued flow  of  Negroes  from  the  South  be  able  to  find  Jobs  which  in  many  cases 
would  be  unavailable  to  white  workers?  And  as  the  undoubted  fact  of  automation 
sharpens  unomploynont,  this  situation  will  worsen  for  Negroes.  It  seems  to  me, 
then,  that  the  Draft  Bosolution,  in  dealing  with  the  elimination  of  Negroes  from 
the  land,  and  the  migration  out  of  the  South,  should  add  to  Its  list  of  demands 
or  euggostlone  for  solving  the  land  reform  question,  demands  for  organizing  the 
unorganized  Negro  and  white  workers  of  the  South;  equal  access  to  Jobs  for  Negro 
and  white  workers;  elimination  of  the  waje 
Workers;  and  abolition  of  wage  differentia 

Obviously,  equalizing  the  wage  situation  between  North  and  South,  and  as  be- 
tween Negro  and  white  workers,  and  the  organization  of  the  four  million  unorganized 
Negro  and  white  workers  of  the  South  on  this  basis  would  immediately  strengthen  the 
class  alliance  of  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement.  It  would  quickly  democratize  the 
South,  for  it  would  compel  the  broad  neeses  to  challenge  the  Dlilecrats  in  all 
fields.  Labor,  in  order  to  sustain  its  posiclon  in  such  a  struggle,  would  have  to 
elevate  to  the  highest  possible  Level  a  fight  against  all  aspects  of  Jim  Crow.  To 
maintain  Itself,  it  would  be  obliged  to  bring  into  being  a  new  kind  of  Independent 
political  action.  It  would  not  only  have  to  fight  for  progressive  legislation;  It 
would  at  the  same  time  have  to  fight  for  Negro  representation,  for  Labor  represent- 
ation, and  for  representation  for  the  farming  msees,  both  Negro  and  white. 

To  do  this,  the  labor  moveniBnt  in  the  country  as  a  whole  will  be  compelled  to 
organize  not  only  its  own  unions,  but  to  mobilize  all  of  its  allies,  which  would 
include  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement  throughout  the  country,  the  liberal  whites, 
both  North  and  South,  the  farm  movement,  including  the  sharecroppers  and  the  tenant 
farmers,  Negro  and  white,  plus  all  of  its  Northern  allies.  Such  a  broad  movement 
would  bring  new  militancy  not  only  to  the  Negro  Liberation  Movement,  but  would  add 
militancy  to  the  work  of  the  labor  movement  as  a  whole. 

Such  a  movement  would  give  emphasis  to,  and  provide  impetus  for,  the  formation 
of  a  broad  anti-monopoly  coalition. 

These  are  the  kind  of  objectives  that  the  Draft  Resolution  should  point  to. 

Finally,  on  the  question  of  the  right  of  self-determination,  which  is  dealt 
With  in  Section  Seven  of  the  Draft  Resolution  under  the  sub-title,  "On  the  With, 
drawal  of  the  Slogan  of  Self -Determination":    I  think  that  wo  should  drop  once  and 
for  all  the  allegation  that  ve  ever  had  a  slogan  of  self-determination.    The  slogan 
that  we  had  was  for  the  right  of  self-determination,  which  was  eometlroes  phrased  as 
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recognition  of  the  rlsht  of  self-determination.    So  to  put  the  queatlon  that  our 
slogan  was  for  self-determination  Implies  that  we  were  simply  for  separation. 

While  I  am  a  firm  believer  that  the  Negro  people  In  the  Black  Belt  constitute 
a  nation,  I  would  not  because  of  this  take  the  position  that  no  resolution  at  all 
should  be  placed  before  the  Party.  Nor  would  I  be  satisfied  with  the  re-adoptlon 
of  the  1928,  1930  or  191+6  Eesolutlone  on  the  Negro  Question. 

There  are  a  number  of  questions  Involved  which  we  must  deal  with. 

First,  while  the  I928  and  1930  Resolutions  indicate  the  need  for  a  broad,  all- 
class  Negro  liberation  movement,  they  at  the  same  time  cast  such  suspicion  on  the 
national  Negro  bourgeoisie  as  to  set  up  strong  psychological  barriers  to  putting 
into  practice  a  program  aimed  at  unfolding  the  national  liberation  movement  on  an 
all -class  basis. 

Second, in  all  three  of  these  earlier  resolutions  there  Is  an  absence  of  a  de- 
scription of  what  a  broad  people's  coalition  throughout  the  country  and  particul- 
arly in  the  South  would  do  to  advance  the  freedom  cause  of  the  Negro  people. 

Third,  since  we  operate  in  a  country  with  a  history  of  slavery  and  oppression 
and  Jim  Crow  discrimination  which  reaches  back  for  more  than  three  hundred  years, 
it  is  necessary  for  our  Party  to  analyze  before  the  masses  why  capitalism  is  com- 
patible with  national  oppression  and  why  socialism  is  incompatible  with  national 
oppression.    It  is  not  sufficient  slmplj  to  assert  this  in  a  sentence  or  two. 
Whether  this  la  done  in  a  Eesolutlon  form,  or  in  the  form  of  a  Manifesto,  It 
should  be  regarded  as  an  urgent  necessity. 

Fourth,  there  are  a  number  of  questions  that  have  never  been  answered  conclus- 
ively as  to  how  such  a  nation  as  the  Negro  people  in  the  Black  Belt  would  flourish 
surrounded  by  imperialism.    For  example,  what  outlet  would  the  Negro  Nation  have 
to  the  sea?     (A  comparative  study  of  nations  surrounded  by  other  nations,  for  In- 
stance, Switzerland,  might  be  pertinent  here.) 

Fifth,  I  do  not  consider  the  nationhood  status  of  the  Negro  people  in  the 
Black  Belt  the  only  basis  on  which  a  national  formation  might  develop. 

All  of  these  points  and  many  more  unresolved  questions  make  it  evident  that 
a  mo-e  detailed  examination  of  the  question  at  this  time  is  in  order.    Voting  to 
drop  the  slogan  of  the  right  of  self-determination  at  this  time  was  based  on  a 
number  of  these  considerations. 

I  know  of  no  resolution  on  the  Negro  question  that  discusses  the  relationship 
between  the  -Negro  Liberation  Movement  in  the  United  States  in  terms  of  its  rela- 
tions to  the  liberation  moveroenta  in  Puerto  Elco,  Cuba,  the  continents  of  Africa 
and  South  America,  Central  America,  and  among  the  American  Indians. 

Before  we  can  have  a  fully-developed  Marxist -Leninist  policy  regarding  the 
National  Question  in  the  United  States,  these  and  many,  many  other  questions  will 
have  to  be  answered. 

For  ray  part,  I  stated  at  the  National  Committee  meeting  in  July  that  I  was 
for  dropping  the  slogan  of  the  right  of  self-determination  at  this  time;  with  the 
stipulation  that  once  that  it  is  dropped,  I  wanted  to  see  the  question  answered, 
'Vho  shall  hold  political  power  in  the  areas  of  Negro  majorities?"    Should  it  be 
the  Negro  majority  or  the  white  minority?    This  is  the  question  that  I  still 

This  raises  the  question  of  law  enforcement:  Who  shall  have  the  main  say  In 
making  and  enforcing  tlie  laws. 

We  should  remember  that  the  Negro  people  in  the  Deep  South  suffer  not  alone 

because  of  inadequate  laws  but  because  of  the  way  that  existing  laws  are  admin- 
istered.   The  defiance  of  the  United  Statea  Supreme  Court  decision  of  195-*  against 
"separate  but  equal"  schools  is  a  case  in  point.    Another  case  in  point  is  that 
for  almost  a  century  th«  13th,  ll*th,  and  15th  Amendments  to  the  United  States 
Constitution  have  not  been  enforced . 

It  is  because  we  must  fight  to  end  such  defiance,  we  must  develop  both  polic- 
ies and  programs  moving  toward  enforcement  of  these  AmendTiients,  that  our  Dr^ft 
Eesolutlon  on  the  Negro  Question  should  speak  more  clearly  on  the  subject  of  the 
guaranteed  rights  of  the  Negro  masses  In  the  South  --  namely,  that  in  addition  to 
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electing  Negrooe  to  different  leglBlatlve  poata,  we  muet  develop  both  pollclee  and 
programs  moving  toward  enforcement  of  these  Amendments,  that  our  Draft  Resolution 
on  the  Negro  Question  should  speak  more  clearly  on  the  subject  of  the  guaranteed 
rights  of  the  Hegro  masses  In  the  South  —  namely,  that  In  addition  to  electing 
Negroes  to  different  legislative  iJosts,  wo  must  demand  for  Negroes  executive  and 
Judicial  posts  as  well. 

Our  Resolution  should  specifically  speak  out  on  this  subject:     In  the  areas 
of  Negro  majorltlee  we  should  state  who  should  hold  the  posts  of  High  Sheriff  In 
the  170  counties;  who  should  be  the  District  Attorneys  In  these  counties--  not  the 
appointed  Assistant  District  Attorneys,  but  full  District  Attorneys  In  charge  of 
that  post;  who  should  be  Judges  In  those  counties.    In  my  opinion,  these  posts 
should  be  held  by  Negroes. 

Who  should  be  the  Presiding  Judge,  who  should  bo  the  Tax  Assessor,  who  ehould 
the  various  administrative  departments  and  the  various  Judicial  divisions.  These 
are  typical  of  the  concrete  questions  that  confront  us,  and  which  we  must  anerver. 

The  slogan  of  "representative  govorranent"  or  of  "genuinely  representative 
govemmsnt"  or  of  "proportional  representation"  are  not  specific  enough  terms  for 
us  to  use  In  our  Resolution.*     These  are  all  of  them  too  easily  misinterpreted, 
for  all  of  them  lend  themselves  to  multl-lnterpretatlons . 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  such  a  phrase  as  "self -govemmsnt"  or  "major- 
ity rule"  or  "self  rule"  or  some  other  kind  of  phrase  that  would  give  specific 
meaning  to  the  concept  of  the  right  of  the  majority  to  elect  whomever  they  pleased , 
would  avoid  all  klndo  of  confusion. 

The  Negro  masses  In  the  South  are  groping  for  answers  to  some  of  these  quoe- 
tlone.    This  Is  one  of  the  reasons  that  the  right  to  vote  Is  being  pushed  with  such 
vigor  throughout  the  South.    Such  slogans  as  these  are  being  widely  used:    "A  vote- 
less people  Is  a  voiceless  people."    "If  we  don't  register  and  vote,  we  can  not 
get  benefits  which  are  comparable  to  those  received  by  whites  --  or  comparable  to 
our  needs.    We  want  to  be  full-fledged  citizens  with  a  voice  In  local,  state  and 
national  government.    We  want  to  protect  our  rights  as  citizens  and  be  respected 
when  we  go  downtown."    (Special  Report,  Southern  Regional  Council,  Page  U.) 

Consequently,  we  should  press,  North  and  South,  East  and  West,  to  gain  support 
for  the  Right  to  Vote  Movement  In  the  South  as  the  key  movement  on  the  political 
front.    We  should  tie  It  in  with  the  Right  to  Negro  Representation  Today.    And  of 
course  this  Is  a  prelude  to  higher  political  demands,  such  as  the  demand  for  major- 
ity rule,  or  for  self-rule,  or  for  self-government. 

In  short,  I  am  willing  to  see  the  slogan  for  the  right  of  self-determination 
dropped  In  our  Draft  Resolution  If  we  can  find  some  other  more  logical  formulation 
that  will  answer  the  question  of  guaranteed  protection  of  all  of  the  rights  of  the 
Negro  people . 

Some  may  say,  "Well,  the  working  class  vlll  be  participating.    That  Is  the 

As  Marxists  we  know  that  all  of  the  Ills  of  the  Negro  people  arise  because 
of  the  national  oppression  engendered  by  Imperialism.    The  Negro  people  will  learn 
this,  too;  more  and  more  as  they  see  the  broad  masses  ofthe  whites  championing  the 
cause  of  Negro  rights. 

As  Marxists  we  must  also  see  that  the  broad  masses  of  the  Negro  people  are 
still  skeptical  of  whites,  be  they  workers  or  ruling  class.    This  cannot  be  over- 
come simply  by  a  lecture  to  the  Negro  people.    It  will  be  overcome  when  many  Negroes 
have  experienced  white  workers  fighting  In  defense  of  Negro  rights;  and  this  to  the 
degree  that  there  Is  Joint  struggle  between  the  Negro  and  the  white  masses  on  all 
fronts  against  reaction,  war  and  social  degradation. 

We  muet  bear  In  mind  what  Lenin  said  a  long  time  ago,  and  which  applies  very 
much  to  our  situation  here  In  the  United  States  today:     "The  age-long  oppression 
of  colonial  and  weak  nationalities  by  the  Imperialist  powers  has  imbued  the  tolling 
masses  of  th«  oppressed  countries,  not  only  with  anger,  but  also  with  distrust 
toward  the  oppressing  nations  in  general.  Including  the  proletariat  of  those  na- 


♦  Unless  spelled  out  In  such  a  way  as  to  Indicate  that  this  means  mayors.  Judges, 
high  sheriffs,  senators,  state  senators,  U.S.  Congressmen,  and  In  soma  cases  even 
governors,  etc. 


COMMUNIST  PARTY— NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA   DISTRICT  2349 


Qiowlng  all  thla,  it  le  Incumbent  upon  our  Party  to  champion  th©  cause  of 
Negro  Freedom  ae  never  before.    It  la  the  special  responsibility  of  our  white  com- 
rades to  be  in  the  very  forefront  of  the  struggle  against  all  ideas  of  white  suprem- 
acy and  racism,  all  manifestations  of  chauvinism,  both  among  the  masses  and  within 
our  own  ranks.    It  Is  the  special  responsibility  of  our  Negro  comrades  to  wage  a 
relentless  war  against  bourgeois  nationalism.    The  fight  for  Negro-whito  unity  can 
bo  carried  out  successfully  only  on  the  basis  of  this  two-front  war:  against  chauv- 
inism, and  against  bourgeois  nationalism. 

Wo  must  roiDSmbor  that  the  13th,  i4th  and  15th  Arendments  directly  affect  ttte 
Negro;  yet  in  the  administration  of  these  Amendments  It  Is  whites  and  not  Negroes 
who  have  the  final  political  power.  They  are  not  in  Negro  hands  to  enforce.  The 
school  doeegrogation  decision  is  not  in  Negro  hands  to  enforce.  The  Judges  who 
pass  on  matters  affecting  Negro  lives  are  white.  The  present  Civil  Rights  Law  was 
passed  in  1957.  Where  is  the  Negro  enforcement  of  this  law?  The  Negro  Is  nowhere 
in  enforcement,  because  he  does  not  have  the  political  power. 

The  national  question  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  mere  economic  question.  The 
problem  of  national  rights  is  always  present.    These  rights  do  not  come  to  the 
opprosBod  or  formerly  oppressed  people  automatically.    Not  even  after  the  prolet- 
ariat comss  to  power.    There  is  no  such  thlrig  as  working-class  purity  --  or  a 
working  class  that  has  grown  up  In  any  Imperialist  country  that  is  not  infected 
with  all  kinds  of  bourgeois  ideologies  including  white  chauvinism.    Any  country 
where  the  proletariat  comes  to  power  will  have  problems  of  chauvinism  to  deal  with. 
This  is  especially  true  of  the  United  States,  where  Indians,  Chinese,  Japanese, 
Mexicans,  in  addition  to  Nagroes,  have  been  discriminated  against.    In  America, 
after  the  proletariat  comes  to  power,  a  protracted  struggle  will  be  necessary  to 
rid  the  country  of  chauvinism. 

Struggles  against  chauvinism  exist  even  among  colonies  and  oppressed  nations 
that  have  recently  become  free.  These  former  colonial  nations  do  not  develop  di- 
rectly from  their  former  statue  into  socialism,  free  from  the  taint  of  chauvinism. 
They  do  not  even  develop  directly  into  socialism.  They  first  must  break  the  hold 
of  the  imperialists  upon  their  state.  They  inherit  the  old  state  forms  and  insti- 
tutions which  come  down  to  them  from  imperialism;  they  also  inherit  many  of  the 
Ideological  trappings  of  imperialism,  including  chauvinism.  Some  of  these  former 
colonies  are  finding  extremely  serious  nanifestatlone  of  chauvinism  which  are 
roadblocks  on  the  way  to  higher  forms  of  social  organization. 

To  rally  the  masses  against  imperialism  we  need,  also,  slogans  that  correctly 
express  the  nature  of  today's  struggle  for  Negro  rights. 

The  heart  of  our  problem  in  the  Draft  Resolution,  however,  is  that  the  desire, 
ability  and  the  EIGHT  of  Negroes  to  be  administrators  of  civil  rights  laws,  inter- 
preters of  their  provisions,  and  enforcers  and  judges  of  violations,  must  be  recog- 
nized. 


### 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  28 


FOR  THE  INFORMATION  OF  THE  PARTT 
As  of  this  writing  the  ATL  Section  in  San  Francisco  stands  In  this  unenviable  position: 

1.  Its  Section  OrganlEer  has  been  suapereied  and  subsequently  expelled  from  the  Par- 
ty by  a  District  Conmittee  decision. 

2.  AUjienibers  of  the  Section  are  forbidden  to  associate  with  the  Organizer  in  any 
official  capacity. 

3.  The  Section  has  been  "officially"  disbanded. 

4.  The  Section  Coanittee  has  been  placed  on  charges  of  'Uisruption  and  factionalism." 
We  suppose  that  this  is  only  the  beginning. 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  the  Section  have  rejected  the  whole  series  of  illegal  ac- 
tions against  the  Section,  and  have  authorized  the  Section  Committee  to  forward  tho 
appeals  to  the  National  Conmdttee  and  to  express  the  individual  and  collective  desires 
of  the  Section  Membership  to  rectify  a  serious  hanr.  to  the  Party. 

It  is  our  purpose  in  this  document  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Party  to  this  series 
of  actions,  to  dig  beneath  the  technical  surface  of  the  various  motions  to  assess 
their  meaning,  and  to  detail  a  small  portion  of  the  history  of  our  Section  and  its  dif- 
ficulties with  the  District,  confident  that  the  Party  and  its  National  Committee  will 
find  ♦he  way  to  end  this  disgraceful  state  of  affairs. 

First,  we  in  the  Section  are  proud  of  our  history.    Not  that  we  have  done  everything 
right  or  well.    Not  that  we  haven't  nade  plenty  of  mistakes.    Hot  that  we  have  been  a 
beehive  of  activity  and  stand  as  a  model  for  the  Party.    None  of  these  things.  But 
we  have  fought  for  the  Party  against  the  attacks  of  the  revisionists,  being  among  the 
early  ones  to  recognize  the  character  of  the  revisionist  offensive  against  the  Party. 
And  in  this  framework  we  have  also  fought  infantile  leftism.    Wc  have  held  Marxist 
classes  and  each  class  has  resulted  in  the  recraitment  of  fine  young  working  class 
comrades.    We  have  built  the  Party.    OUR  SECTION  IS  LARGER  THAN  IT  WAS  AT  THE  TIME  OF 
THE  SIXTEENTH  CONVENTION.    We  are  sure  that  no  Party  organization  in  Northern  CaUfor- 
nia  can  (to  steal  a  phrase  from  the  cigarette  advertisements)  make  this  claim.  And, 
probably  very  few  in  the  Country.    This  doesn't  prove  that  we  are  righit  and  others 
are  wrong  but  it  should  have  given  the  District  Leadership    pause  to  examine  the  harm 
to  the  Party  before  it  began  its  unprincipled  vendetta  against  the  Section.    The  his- 
tory of  the  Party  elsewhere  in  the  Bay  Area  is  a  history  of  merger  after  merger  of 
club  and  section  organizations  as  the  membership  dwindles  as  does  the  influence  of  the 
Party.    At  the  time  of  the  l6th  Convention  our  Section  was  perhaps  1/15  of  the  San 
Francisco  membership—  today  it  is  i  and  perhaps  oven  1/3  of  the  San  Francisco  mem- 
bership.   True  we  have  fought  for  every  member  and  thus  have  lost  almost  none,  true 
we  have  recruited  several  times  as  many  as  we  have  lost  in  the  revisionist  offensive, 
but  the  major  reason  for  the  relative  strength  of  the  section  is  the  opposite  policy 
of  revisionist  misleadership  that  has  led  to  the  destruction  of  many  Party  organiza- 
tions and  the  loss  of  more  than  705^  of  the  Party  membership  in  San  Francisco. 

We  have  maintained  and  enlarged  our  activity  in  the  trade  union  organizations  and  ful- 
filled our  Party  assignments.    We  do  not  detail  these  here  because  we  enclose  the 
Section  Organizer's  report  to  tho  membership  meeting  along  with  the  previous  Section 
Organizer's  report  to  an  earUer  Section  membership  meeting  that  includes  some  of 
these  activities.    Onnitted  even  from  these  are  certain  instances  of  the  section's 
work  in  the  trade  union  movement  where  the  actions  proposed  here  in  the  Section  have, 
through  the  initiative  of  Comrades  in  the  Section,  become  the  property  of  the  whole 
trade  union  movement. 

The  attempted  destruction  of  the  Section  set  in  the  Framework  of  a  National  draft  re- 
solution that  is  firm  in  its  opposition  to  revisionism  sets  before  the  Party  the  fol- 
lowing questions: 

1.  Can  the  Northern  California  leadership,  active  members  of  a  national  right  wing 
faction  in  the  Party  throughout  most  of  the  last  three  years,  expell  from  the  Party 
those  who  have  criticized  their  actions? 

2.  Can  the  authors  of  the  infamous  California  motions  and  the  spearhead  of  a  re- 
visionist campaign  against  the  Party  simply  by  muzzling  their  previously  expressed 
revisionism  succeed  in  removing  from  the  San  Francisco  Party  the  bulk  of  its  trade 
union  cadre? 

3.  Can  those  who  didn't  have  a  friendly  word  to  say  for  democratic  centralism  at  the 
time  of  the  last  convention  now  prevent  the  representation  at  this  present  convention 
of  our  Section  (as  well  as  other  Party  organizations)  who  have  fought  the  right  wing 
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liquidators  of  our  Party  —  all  in  the  name  of  a  vulgar  version  of  dpmorratir  ronti-a- 
lism  that  has  no  point  of  similarity  with  Lenin's  historic  principle? 

We  think  that  the  ansvrer  to  all  these  questions  will  be  a  thundering  NO,  and  that  the 
Party  and  its  National  Coranittee  will  set  matters  right.    \le  do  not  ask  to  be  declared 
the  winner,  to  be  Justified  in  any  way  —  we  ask  only  that  the  national  Committee  come 
to  San  Francisco  and  straighten  the  situation  out  to  the  benefit  of  the  Party.  To 
this  end  we  submit  this  report  and  accompanying  documents,  asking  only  that  they  be 
given  serious  consideration. 

Of  course  we  cannot,  in  the  space  of  a  short  document  relate  the  whole  complex  situa- 
tion and  every  development  that  led  to  it,  and,  we  hope  to  be  able,  in  person,  to 
the  representatives  of  the  National  Committee,  explain  much  that  we  cannot  write,  and 
answer  any  questions  as  to  our  role  and  History.  Here  we  will  only  discuss  the  bare 
bones  of  the  "phoney"  trials  conducted  by  the  District  Leadership,  some  of  the  subse- 
quent events,  and  attempt  to  place  them  in  relation  to  the  straggle  for  a  Marxist  Le- 
ninist Party,  attempting  to  counter  the  mountain  of  misinforaiation  sent  to  the  National 
Committee  by  the  District  Leadership. 

ON  THE  TRIAI^ 

First  off,  let  us  state  that  the  numerous  documents,  progress  reports,  and  decisions 
put  out  by  the  District  Consnittee  on  the  trial  of  our  Section  Organizer  and  the  Chair- 
man of  an  Oakland  Club  are  full  of  falsehoods  and  fabrications  only  lightlly  seasoned 
with  a  smattering  of  facts.  We  do  not  intend  to  refute  at  this  instance  each  devia- 
tion from  reality.  We  relate  here  the  actual  facts  so  that  our  National  Committee 
can  compare  the  versions.  We  are  supremely  confident  that  any  investigation  will  es- 
tablish the  accuracy  of  the  following: 

Between  the  nomination  and  the  election  of  our  Section  organizer,  the  District  Organi- 
zer went  around  to  practically  every  club  in  the  Bay  Area  giving  a  fcrmal  report  on 
behalf  of  the  District  Board  (perhaps  it  was  the  District  Coranittee)  branding  the 
Comrade  as  a  manbor  of  an  ultra-left  factional  grouping,  making  no  attempt  to  bring 
the  matter  up  before  the  Section  or  Club  he  was  a  member  of.    This  campaign  by  the 
District  leadership  is  an  authenticated  excample  of  factionalism  by  a  leadership  of 
bypassing  the  proper  Party  organizations,  of  setting  up  a  "psychological  war  of  nerves" 
among  Party  maiibers  vriio  would  have  no  opportunity  to  hear  an  answer.    Because  of  this 
campaign,  the  Section  conmittee  called  a  membership  meeting  to  hear  the  report  of  the 
then  elected,  and  without  opposition.  Section  organizer,  in  order  to  hear  his  report 
and  to  establish  in  open  section  debate  the  unity  of  the  Section.    At  this  meeting 
the  District  Organizer  came  and  demanded  that  the  Agenda  be  changed  so  that  he  and  not 
our  Section  Organizer  would  make  the  report.    The  Comrades  angered  both  by  the  cam- 
paign being  conducted  outside  the  Section  and  by  the  arrogant  presumption  of  the  Or- 
ganizer at  the  meeting  refused  by  an  overwhelming  vote  to  so  do.    However,  he  was  of- 
fered 20  minutes  and  I  guess  no  one  would  have  balked  at  a  half  an  hour  at  any  time 
he  wanted,  either  before  or  after  the  Section  Organizer  spoke.    He  refused— it  was 
either  he  made  the  report  or  nothing.    After  the  report  by  the  Section  Organizer  he 
did,  however,  take  part  in  the  debate  before  the  action  vra.s  taken.    (The  report  by 
the  Section  Organizer  and  the  motions  passed  are  appended  to  this  report).    A  motion 
>*a3  also  passed  that  we  hold  a  special  Section  membership  meeting  to  hear  the  District 
Organizer.    This  meeting  was  subsequently  held,  and  the  report  of  the  District  Organi- 
zer there  rejected.    One  word  on  its  substance  and  you  can  see  why  the  comrades  could 
have  no  choice  but  to  reject  it.    The  so-called  evidence  consisted  of  two  letters 
only  one  of  which  was  by  the  Comrade  in  question,  and  honestly  both  letters  actually 
condemned  the  actions  of  those  who  left  the  Party  and  formed  a  separate  organization 
outside  the  Party.    In  each  letter  there  is  condemnation  of  factionalist  procedures. 
And  these  are  presented  as  evidence  of  factionalism!    The  rationalization,  of  all 
things,  being  that  these  letters  were  proof  of  the  existence  of  a  national  faction 
that  busted  up  over  a  question  of  tactics.    If  one  could  accept  this  kind  of  proof 
it  would,  of  course,  be  a  relatively  easy  matter  to  prove  that  night  is  day,  war  is 
peace,  or  to  be  more  timely,  that  Welfare-otatisrn  is  Handsm-Leninism.    Is  it  any 
wonder  that  his  report  was  rejected? 

Then  came  the  formal  charges  and  the  setting  up  of  a  trial  ccnmittee  by  the  District 
Committee.    The  Section  and  the  club  of  the  Comrade  both  protested  that  the  trial  pro- 
cedure was  unconstitutional  in  that  article  7  section  3  of  the  Constitution  was  being 
violated  where  it  is  expressly  stated:    "Clubs    shall  act  upon  anyone  holding  member- 
ship in  that  club"  (our  emphasis).    Later  on  in  section  5  a  little  unclarity  is  in- 
troduced in  that  dedisions  are  to  be  made  by  two-thirds  vote  of  "the  club  or  leading 
committee  having  jurisdiction."   We  could  not  see  how  the  unclarity  here  could  be  al- 
lowed to  contradict  the  express  and  explicit  directions  in  section  3  pertaining  to  the 
the  conduct  of  the  trial  and  the  selection  of  the  trial  committee.    Certainly,  v/e 
felt,  that  it  could  not  cover  a  trial  by  a  district  coranittee  of  one  who  was  not  a 
member  of  that  committee,  and  that  the  ambiguity  in  the  later  section  might  apply  only 
in  the  case  of  a  higher  committee  trying  a  member  of  that  committee.    In  any  case. 
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irregardle^s  of  technicalities  or  constitutional  provisions,  what  is  the  purpose  of  a 
trial?  To  clearly  establish  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  Comrade,  and  vrtiat  purpose 
could  there  be  in  clouding  the  issues  by  the  selection  of  a  body  that  seemed  to  be  a 
partial  body?  Remember  that  the  charges  are  brought  by  the  District  Organiier  person- 
ally and  he  certainly  had  a  hand  in  the  selection  of  the  trial  committee  by  the  Dis- 
trict Committee.  This  partiality  and  the  atmosphere  of  rigging  was  further  accen- 
tuated by  the  selection  of  two  of  the  comrades  on  the  trial  committee.  One  from  Oak- 
m'T  th^  ^^specific  antagonist  over  a  long  period  of  the  Oakland  Comrade  and  he  was 

who  had  specifically  introduced  motions  in  our  section  calling  for  the  unseating  of 
the  Section  Organizer.    In  a  trial  the  Comrades  of  the  accused  have  to  be  convinced  of 
his  error.    A  trial  is  not  an  organizational  device  to  bring  forth  a  point  of  view. 
And  an  obviously  biased  trial  only  serves  to  disrupt  and  destroy  the  unity  of  the  Par- 
ty and  confidence  in  its  correctness. 

In  spite  of  our  convictions  we  attempted  to  comply.    As  a  matter  of  fact  we  welcomed 
the  trial  as  an  opportunity  to  end  the  campaign  of  vilification  and  slander  against 
the  Section.    That  is,  we  did  not  think  that  the  action  of  the  District  was  well  con- 
sidered and  we  opposed  it  as  harmful  to  the  developing  unity  of  the  Party  which  we 
considered  to  be  in  the  process  of  achievement.    But  better  a  trial  and  a  possible 
resolution  to  at  least  some  of  the  difficulties  than  the  continuation  of  this  faction- 
al attack.    The  Section  Committee  met  and  appointed  a  committee  to  defend  its  organi- 
zer before  the  trial  committee.    It  ostabUshed  the  following  basis  for  the  defense: 

1.  That  there  was  nothing  to  the  charges. 

2.  That  the  charges  were  in  reality  an  attack  against  the  section  and  that  this 
was  the  purpose  of  the  charges.  And 

3.  That  the  District  Organizer  did  not  bring  the  charges  in  good  faith. 

We  felt  that  we  had  evidence  to  prove  all  of  the  above  and  came  to  the  trial  conniit- 
tee  prepared  to  do  so.    We  also  notified  the  Section  membership  of  the  trial  and  in- 
vited them  to  appear  either  as  witnesses  or  observers.    Almost  thirty  comrades  (the 
subsequent  district  document  called  this  a  small  group  of  disruptors)  and  were  as- 
tounded to  hear: 

1.  That  no  verbatim  record  of  the  trial  could  be  kept  — (wc  had  come  prepared  with 
a  stenographer  and  tape  recorder) 

2.  That  the  trial  would  be  held  behind  closed  doors— NO  ONE  OF  THE  SECTION  MEM- 
BERSHIP WOULD  BE  ALUDWED  TO  OBSERVE  IT. 

3.  That  nothing  "ideological"  could  be  brought  up  in  defense — only  an  answer  to 
the  specific  charges. 

Naturally,  the  comrades  were  indignant— the  fight  against  secret  trials  had  presumab- 
ly been  won  in  the  triumph  of  capitalism  against  feudalism--it  was  a  little  late  in 
the  day  to  set  the  clock  back  and  so  far  into  the  past  at  that.  And  that  bit  about  no 
ideological  defense — the  whole  trial  was  to  be  reduced  to  "Did  you  or  did  you  not  beat 
your  wife."  In  the  resulting  discussion  the  trial  committee  made  a "concession"  —  to 
permit  a  ste.nographer.  (Incidentally  the  next  session  of  the  trial  committee  withdrew 
this  concession).    That  about  sums  up  the  first  attempt  to  hold  the  trial. 

A  week  or  so  later  the  Section  Organizer  was  notified  that  his  trial  would  be  held  on 
a  certain  date.    He  said  that  he  could  not  possibly  make  it— that  he  had  a  long  stand- 
ing committment  that  could  not  be  changed  and  suggested  a  date  two  weeks  away.  He 
was  told  that  his  trial  would  be  held  on  that  day  whether  he  was  there  or  not.  On 
that  day  the  Section  defense  coTimiittee  attempted  to  defend  him  in  his  absence  but  were 
refused  admittance  to  a  trial  of  the  comrade  to  be  held  in  absentia.    Thus  we  see 
that  the  subsequent  statement  of  the  District  Committee  that  the  Section  Organizer 
refused  to  stand  trial  is  not  true.    He  never  had  an  opportunity  to  stand  even  this 
caricature  of  a  trial.    However  our  Section  Organizer  makes  no  secret  of  the  fact  that 
he  wouldn't  do  otherwise  than  did  the  Oakland  Comrade  who  did  attend  the  second  trial 
who  participated  in  part  of  it,  and  refused  to  continue  when  not  allowed  to  present  a 
defense,  when  the  "rules"  were  made  even  more  stringent  including  the  limitation  of 
defense  witnesses  to  three.    No,  our  section  organizer  would  have  done  likewise  but 
he  didn't  even  get  the  opportunity  to  make  the  protest  to  the  Committee.    He  also 
would  not  have  found  it  possible  to  participate  in  such  a  farcical  trial  that  makes  a 
mockery  of  every  party  principle.    He  wouldn't  have  found  it  possible  to  participate, 
but  as  a  point  of  actual  fact— he  did  not  even  get  the  opportunity. 

This  second  trial  was  also  very  indicative  of  the  calculated  ends  of  the  proceedings 
but  we  shall  not  discuss  them  here.  Thfi-Oakland  Club  Chairman  on  charges  has  already 
made  this  information  available  to  the  National  Committee. 
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A  COMMENT  ON  THE  TRIAL  AND  A  COMPARISON  TO  ANOTHER  TRUL 


The  procedures  in  the  trial  are  of  course  not  the  central  question.    We,  of  fourse, 
win  go  behind  the  arbitrary  and  undemocratic  procedures  to  show  why  they  weri  employed, 
but  they  are  worthy  of  a  little  examination  as  things  in  themselves.    When  these  rules 
were  announced  the  section  membership  comments  included  the  following. "Even  the  Bour- 
geois courts  conduct  open  trials."  "Diraitroff  even  got  a  fairer  shake  in  a  Facist 
court."  "The  Smith  Act  victims  were  certainly  hampered  in  their  defense  bu;  not  this 
hampered,"  "The  closest  parrallels  are  to  the  Immigration  Board  hearings  end  the  Lo- 
yalty Boards, ""Shades  of  the  Heikkaela  Case."  etc.    The  district  leadership,  professed 
to  consider  these  comments  shocking— comparison  with  bourgeois  "justice"  is  an  insult 
to  the  Party  and  its  leadership.  Two  things  must  be  noted.    It  is  the  fasts  that  make 
the  comparison,  not  us,  and  we  do  not  recognize  these  blatant  and  unprircipled  actions 
to  be  acts  of  the  Party.    Not  yet,  we  don't. 

It  is  instructive  to  take  notice  of  another  trial  in  another  place.    In  the  book, "Com- 
rade Vanka"  by  the  Soviet  witer,  Pavel  Nilin,  recently  published  by  Promethaus  Paj^er- 
backs,  between  the  pages  122  and  138  is  the  fictional  account  of  a  trial  presumably 
drawn  from  life  that  occured  in  the  Soviet  Union  a  long  time  ago.    A  certain  Korr.s^-ol 
Yegorev  has  been  accused  of  taking  part  in  a  christening  at  a  church.    The  District 
Committee  had  already  expelled  this  Comrade  and  decided  to  make  an  exaziplc  of  hiT  be- 
fore the  membership,  the  book  giving  the  impression  that  at  least  a  pair  of  the  lea- 
dership dream  this  up  to  prove  their  o\m  zeal  and  their  leadership  qualities.  After 
all,  the  Komsomols  are  the  militant  enerdes  of  religion  and  going  to  a  christening  is 
just  as  bad  as  any  other  kind  of  renegacy.    They  were  fighting  the  white  guard  armies 
and  they  could  have  no  patience  with  backsliders  and  weaklings.    'I'hey  cry  to  prepare 
the  meeting  by  getting  Comrades  to  speak  out  forcefully  and  when  cor.rades  hesitate 
because  thdy  don't  know  the  facts  they  ti-y  to  tell  them  that  the  person  or  the  facts 
aren't  important— the  important  thing  was  to  make  a  demonstration  before  the  Party. 
Somehow  the  Comrades  didn't  buj'  this  and  actually  (this  book  should  -be  banned  in  North- 
ern California) had  .the  gall  to  oppose  the  District  decision.    It  turns  out  that  Yego- 
rov  lived  with  his  uncle  v.-ho  had  sheltered  him  and  helped  him  get  a  job.    This  uncle 
became  a  parent  and  the  wife  was  religious  and  insisted  on  a  christening.    The  uncle 
invited  the  lad  who  accompanied  them  as  far  as  the  church  but  didn't  go  in.  'Later  he 
drank  two  glasses  of  brandy  at  the  social  affair  following  the  christening.    The  mem- 
bership expressed  their  rejection  and  guess  what  happened.    This  may  prove  unbelieva- 
ble in  Northern  California  but  I  accept  Comrade  Nilin's  word  for  it— THE  DISTRICT  COM- 
■MITTEE  CHAJIGED  ITS  DECISION. 

Yes,  this  is  more  in  line  with  honest  democratic  centralism, and  the  local  District 
Committee  should  have  acted  this  v/ay.    './"hen  an  action  was  being  taken  against  a  com- 
rade in  the  section  and  the  section  membership  opposed  that  action  in  oven.-hslmlng 
majority,  the  District  Committee  here  SHOULD  ALSO  HAVE  REVISED  ITS  DECISION. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  quote  a  great  deal  from  those  fsv;  rs-;-  :       ■         :  :--v-e 
content  ourselves  with  a  few  lines  quoting  one  of  the  spee  : 

"Of  course,  I'm  no  orator,  but  I  think  it's  still  early  tc  aa  a 

'former  Komsomol.'    It's  still  necessary  to  get  to  the  tott-  ;:  -  i:        -  r  

Yes,  I  need  proof  and  I  think  we  all  need  it.    liot  only  I.    I  ir.si-s-  -r.  r.-..3  very 
strongly.    And  I'm  convinced  that  you  fellov;s  vdll  support  me,  because  I  --hir.k  a  Kom- 
somol should  not  only  punish  but  also  defend  a  Komsomol  when  he  rjr.s  up  against  this 
kind  of  nonsense.    That's  what  I  think." 

Yes,  we  in  the  AFL  Section  are  no  orators  and  no  polemeicists  either  but  we  will  de- 
fend a  comrade  who  "runs  up  against  this  type  of  nonsense."    And  v/e  too  think  that  it's 
a  bit  early  to  speak  of  our  Section  Organizer  as  a  "former  Party  Comrade." 

SOME  CONCURRENT  AMD  SUBSEQUENT  ACTIONS 

Of  course  the  trial  was  not  the  only  means  'undertaken  by  tho  District  to  mount  a  fac- 
tional offensive  against  the  section.    First,  it  v.-ilfully  har.psrecl  the  process  of 
transfers  into  the  section  and  refused  to  recognize  any  of  the  rscruits  of  the  section 
as  being  members  claiming  that  the  District  Committee  had  the  final  say  on  admittance 

nothing  was  official  until  they  gave  their  blessing  v/hich  they  refused  to  do.  They 
then  preceded  to  develop  an  organizational  proposal  that  in  substance  was  to  abolish 
the  county  committees,  that  all  policy  district  and  local  was  to  be  made  by  the  Dis- 
trict Committee  and  that  furthermore  all  responsibility  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
policy  was  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Board  with  individual  responsibility  of  the 
members  of  the  board  for  the  different  areas  of  Party  work.  This  because  on  the  one 
hand  the  party  had  shrunk  to  a  "stabilized  core"  'Vhich  had  accumulated  years  of  eoc- 
perience  in  the  class  struggle"  and,  on  the  other  hand  because  "the  loss  of  experien- 
ced personnel  limits  the  number  of  ezpei-Jenced  people  who  can  be  called  on  for  leading 
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posts."    In  that  last  we  presume  is  meant  the  26  in  the  organized  factional  vdthdrawal 
from  the  Party.    Since  this  was  a  proposal  that  contradicted  the  decisions  of  the 
prwioufl  County  and  District  Conventions,  the  District  very  properly,  we  thought, 
scheduled  a  representative  conference  to  make  the  final  decisions  following  discus- 
sions in  the  clubs.    But  proper  methods  evidently  were  too  dangerous  and  the  Comrades 
would  actually  have  been  able  to  get  together  in  a  policy  making  way,  and  the  possibi- 
lity existed  that  some  some  Comrades  would  have  the  opportunity  to  be  convinced  of  the 
bankruptcy  of  these  proposals.    So,  no  conference  was  called  and  the  District  Commit- 
tee made  this  the  Organizational  procedure  by  decree  after  amending  it  to  allow  the 
County  Conmitteea  to  maintain  their  existence.    Of  course  these  proposals  gave  the 
Dlfltidct  Board  the  unrestricted  authority  to  transfer  in  and  out  of  any  Party  Organ! 
zatlon  as  it  wished. 

It  was  obvious  that  both  through  the  developing  trials  and  the  other  actions  the  days 
of  the  Section  were  numbered.    At  the  point  when  the  County  Chairman  and  a  member  of 
the  District  Board  came  to  the  Section  Committee  ordering  it  to  go  along  with  the 
phoney  trial  procedures,  we  passed  a  motion  calling  for  a  meeting  between  the  Section 
Conmittee  and  the  District  Board  to  resolve  the  differences.    Two  meetings  were  held 
to  no  avail.    The  District  insisted  both  on  going  ahead  with  the  trials  and  also  said 
that  the  Section'Vould  have  to  go'"  and  the  clubs  revanped  according  to  District  direc- 
tives that  would  be  prepared.    The  Instrument  they  proposed  for  this  was  to  create  a 
Bubconnlttee  of  the  District  In  charge  of  trade  union  work  who  would  do  this  revamp- 
ing.   We  stated  that  we  would  not  make  the  existence  of  the  Section  the  bar  to  solu- 
tion and  that  we  would  relinquish  it  for  something  better  and  thoir  proposal  was  not 
that.    To  this  end  we  proposed  the  liquidation  of  the  Section  and  the  establishment 
of  one  trade  union  section  in  San  Francisco  including  Waterfront  and  Warehouse  clubs 
in  which  case  the  present  section  organizer  would  undoubtedly  not  be  the  new  organi- 
zer.   There  would  be  a  different  section  conmittee  and  a  fresh  start  could  be  made 
towards  resolving  the  difficulties,  aixl  besides,  this  would  be  a  real  opportunity  to 
improve  our  trade  union  work  in  all  its  aspects.    They  wouldn't  hear  of  this  proposal. 
Finally  we  made  the  following  general  proposal: 

Basic  to  the  dispute  that  has  come  to  a  head  between  the  AFL  Section  and  the  District 
leadership  has  been  the  continuing  sharp  ideological  crisis  in  tho  American  Communist 
Party.    Since  there  are  increasing  irelications  that  progress  is  being  made  in  the  re- 
solution of  this  crisis,  that  a  process  is  taking  place  that  will  place  the  Party 
firmly  on  the  Handst-Leninist  path,  it  whould  be  possible  to  resolve  the  crisis  in 
Northern  CaUfomia. 

Therefore,  the  AFL  Section  and  the  District  Leadership  find  the  following  to  be  the 
fundamental  basis  for  unity  and  progress  in  the  Conmunist  Party  of  Northern  Califor- 
nia. 

We  resolve  to  struggle  against  dopiatism  and  sectarianism  on  the  basis  of  reaffirming 
the  fundamental  Marxist-Leninist  principles  and  organizational  methods  in  the  strug- 
gle against  Ifcdem  Revisionism,  which  is  the  present  primary  ideological  struggle. 

"Itod.em  revisionism  seeks  to  smear  tho  great  teachings  of  Harxism-L«ninisni, 
declares  that  it  is  "outmoded"  and  alleges  that  it  has  lost  its  significance  for  so- 
cial progress.    The  revisionist  try  to  erercise  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  Marxism, 
to  undermine  faith  in  socialism  aiaong  the  working  class  and  the  working  people  in 
general.    They  deny  the  historical  necessity  for  a  proletarian  revolution  and  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat  during  the  period  of  transition  from  ca.-ltalism  to  so- 
cialism, deny  the  leading  role  of  the  Marxist-Leninist  party,  reject  the  principles 
of  proletarian  internationalism  and  call  for  rejection  of  the  Leninist  principles  of 
party  organization  and,  above  all,  of  democratic  centralism,  for  transforming  the 
Connmnist  Party  from  a  militant  revolutionary  organization  into  some  kind  of  debating 
Bociety. 

The  experience  of  the  international  Communist  movement  shows  that  resolute  de- 
fense by  the  Communist  and  Workers  parties  of  the  Marxist-Leninist  unity  of  their 
ranks  and  the  banning  of  factions  and  groups  sapping  unity  guarantee  the  successful 
solution  of  the  tasks  of  the  socialist  revolution,  the  establishment  of  socialism  and 


On  the  above  basis  we  agree  to  systematically  further  a  comradely  and  co-operative 
attitude  and  relations,  confident,  that  we  will  be  able  to  solve  all  present  and  fu- 


You  should  have  heard  the  screams— this  is  a  rough  quote  echoed  one  way  or  the  other 
by  all  three  members  of  the  District  Subcommittee    "This  only  proves  the  factional 
character  of  the  AFL  Section  Leadership—what  they  propose  is  not  the  program  of  the 
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County,  not  the  program  of  the  District,  not  the  program  of  the  National  Conmitteo, 
and  not  the  program  of  the  International  Conmunist  movement  but  was  (and  here  the 
screams  became  desperate  and  falsetto)  the  program  of  the  ultra  left  factionalists. 

■ent  into  the  definitive  portion  of  the 
a  for  comma  from  the  Moscow  Declaration 
of  the  Twelve  Communist  and  Workers  Parties  of  November  1957  (according  to  the  teoct 
as  pubUshed  by  New  Centuiy  PubUshers,  end  of  page  11  and  top  of  page  12).    We  will 
not  listen  or  accept  as  authoritative  any  who  claim  that  this  is  in  opposition  to  the 
American  Party. 

The  actions  then  came  thick  and  fast.    The  Section  organizer  was  suspended,  the  Sec- 
tion Conndttee  condemned  the  action  and  stated  that  they  would  not  abide  by  it  but 
would  not  make  the  final  decision  leaving  that  to  a  Section  Membership  Meeting  for 
definitive  action  which  meeting  was  scheduled.    The  District  and  County  mobilized  and 
called  on  almost  every  member  of  the  Section  telling  them  to  boycott  the  meeting  be- 
cause a  suspended  member  was  to  be  there.    They  kept  a  very  few  away  but  it  also  re- 
sulted in  the  largest  Section  meeting  of  our  history,  where  the  action  of  the  Execu- 
tive was  confirmed  and  the  decision  made  to  publish  for  the  information  of  the  Party 
anc)  the  action  of  the  National  Committee  the  history  of  the  struggle  calling  on  the 
National  to  come  in  and  straighten  out  the  mess.    We  also  made  one  more  attempt  to 
resolve  the  situation  and  elected  a  committee  to  meet  with  the  District  in  this  en- 
deavor.   In  order  to  remove  any  possibility  that  it  was  the  subjective  behavior  of 
the  Section  Committee  that  prevented  agreement  we  elected  three  rank  and  filers  for 
this  purpose.    The  comrades  elected  were  specifically  those  who  had  most  questioned 
vrtiether  the  Section  Committee  had  always  acted  in  the  best  possible  way.    This  meet- 
ing was  held  to  no  avail  —  it  only  succeeded  in  disgusting  the  Comrades  from  the 
Section  that  attended.    Imagine  coming  and  being  told  among  other  things  of  similar 
quality  that  the  reason  the  trials  weren't  held  in  the  club  of  the  member  was  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  "a  conviction"  there,  and  further  that  the  District  Organi 
zer  acknowledged  that  he  didn't  have  sufficient  evidence  to  Justify  the  charges  but 
that  he  placed  them  in  order  to  be  able  to  investigate  the  situation.    The  comrades 
had  some  difficulty  controlling  their  anger  at  this  point  but  managed  to  make  the 
following  proposal  to  the  District.    "To  return  everything  to  the  point  where  no 
charges  have  been  filed,  that  the  District  Committee  should  then  reexamine  the  situa- 
tion in  the  light  of  all  that    has  occurred  to  determine  whether  charges  should  be 
placed,  and,  if  they  should  find  that  it  was  correct  to  place  the  charges,  then  to 
place  them "in  the  comrades  club  and  to  abide  by  whatever  decision  the  comrades  there 
came  to."    A  reasonable  proposal,  consistent  with  Party  principles  and  the  Constitu- 
tion but  it  didn't  get  off  the  ground. 

Then  came  various  and  assorted  actions  of  the  County  and  District  Committee,  suspend- 
ing the  Section  Committee,  abolishing  the  Section,  and  placing  the  Section  Conndttee 
on  charges  of  disruption  and  factionalism.    The  District  will  claim  that  they  never 
abolished  the  Section  but  only  suspended  the  Section  Committee.    The  facts  are  that 
the  Section  was  abolished  by  decision  of  the  County  Committee  and  the  Section  Conndt- 
tee placed  on  charges.    It  is  true  that  the  District  document , (the  county  decision 
never  was  mimeographed)  made  no  mention  of  it  and  perhaps  it  was  not  proper- 
ly reported  to  the  District  or  the  drafters  of  the  District  document  may  have  felt 
the  action  to  be  premature.    IN  ANY  CASE  THERE  IS  NO  BASIC  DIFFERENCE— ONLY  A  SS'JiH- 
TIC  AND  FORMAL  DIFFERENCE.    For  the  abolition  of  the  Section  Committee  and  the  decis- 
ion to  recognize  only  the  clubs  as  having  a  present  existence  amounted  to  exactly  the 
same  thing  in  content.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  District  document  said  only  that 
"Discussions  will  be  held  \cLth  the  club  members  on  the  question  of  reorganizing  the 
Section  Committee"  and  every  statement  made  by  the  District  organizer  in  meetings 
with  either  the  Section  Committee  or  the  rank  and  file  delegation  stated  that  the 
Section  would  no  longer  exist  but  the  disposition  of  the  clubs  and  even  of  the  raern-^ 
bership  would  be  determined  by  a  committee  of  th     ''  '  " 
trade  union  work.    Clearly,  there  v/as  and  is  no 
Section. 

WHO  IS  THE  SECTION  ORGANIZER? 

Over  the  strongly  voiced  objections  of  the  Section  Organizer  who  maintained  that  his 
record  was  of  no  significance,  that  all  that  counted  were  his  views  and  his  present 
actions,  the  Section  Committee  insists  on  the  inclusion  of  this  section  in  order  that 
the  Party  can  know  exactly  what  kind  of  a  Comrade  has  been  so  sumnarxly  mishandled. 

Our  Section  organizer  is,  among  other  things,  a  veteran  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Bri- 
gade,  was  an  active  worker  and  organizer  (Patrolman)  of  the  National  Maritime  Union, 
and,  when  in  Louisville  in  what  became  a  national  issue  of  JUn  Crow  known  as  the 
Braden  Case,  when  it  was  necessaiy  for  someone  to  move  in  with  the  Negro  family  to 
protect  them  from  the  racist  mob,  it  was  this  Comrade  who  stood  this  guard.  Even 
the  District  Organizer  was  willing  to  stipulate  before  any  trial  that  the  Comrades 
record  was  without  blemish. 
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Of  course,  good  history  or  no,  he  could  be  wrong  and  his  actions  become  harmful,  but 
it  is  important  to  realize  his  history  of  devotion  to  principle. 

THE  TRUTH  BEHIND  THE  SMOKESCREEN  -  WHAT  ARE  THg  KEAL  ISSUES? 

Why  the  attack  —  why  the  organizational  measures?  At  this  point  it  represents  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  District  Leadership  to  maintain  one  face  towards  the  Na- 
tional Center  and  another  here  in  Northern  California.  This  goes  far  beyond  the  petty 
instances  of  the  documents  related  to  the  trials  of  the  comrades  where  the  District 
leadership  put  down  on  paper  many  things  they  knev;  were  untrue  and  that  the  members 
of  the  Section  knew  of  their  own  knowlwdge  to  be  untrue,  but  supposedly  the  leader- 
ship didn't  care  —  Just  so  long  as  they  would  look  good  to  the  National  Coninittee. 
This  goes  not  only  to  petty  falsifications  but  also  extends  to  important  matters  of 
Party  principle.    Lot  us  recall  a  small  portion  of  the  history  of  the  leadership. 

The  Northern  California  leadership  begins  this  present  era  by  giving  firm  voting  sup- 
port to  the  Gates  forces  in  the  Nationsl  struggles,  i'ost  of  this  was  framed  in  terns 
of  not  quite  lOO;^  verbal  agreement  and  usually  in  terms  of  a  so-called  "unity."  But 
voting  support  was  always  KX/jL. 

California  leadership  become  the  soldiers  of  the  first  rank  and  the  California  mo- 
tions became  the  tactical  arena  of  the  revisionists.    With  their  defeat  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  'Tebruary  motions"  the  proposal  of  Comrade  Dennis,  Fine  and  Stein,  tho 
California  26,  and  many  others  leave  the  Party  in  a  factional  withdrawal  from  the 
right.    THIS  IS  THE  THE  OF  DECISION  FOR  THE  LOCAL  LEADERSHIP  —  WILL  TliEY  STAY  WITH 
THE  PARTY  OR  LEAVE.    At  first  they  stall— they  make  speeches  saying  that  they  will 
continue  to  work  according  to  their  own  California  motions.    It  j.3  this  period  that 
brings  the  Section  and  the  leadership  to  their  then  sharpest  point  of  conflict,  l.'e 
felt  that  it  was  necessary  to  fight  for  one  Party  and  against  this  factional  situatlor* 
in  the  leadership.    Here  the  Document  of  the  Section  by  the  previous  Section  organizer 
was  adopted  after  a  sharp  debate,  and  where  the  ideolgical  unity  of  the  Section  was 
forged  in  sharp  conflict  with  the  revisionism  of  the  leadership.    We  now  began  to  see 
instance  after  instance  of  the  hiding  from  the  Party  here  of  the  real  opinions  of  the 
District  Leadership  in  its  relations  to  the  National  Contnittee.    Let  us  just  take  one 
example.    It  was  about  this  time  the  National  right  wing  defectees  of  the  Party  met 
in  their  Chicago  conference  and  could  come  to  no  agreement  and  could  form  no  organi- 
zation, mainly  because  Gates  wasn't  interested  in  even  the  word  "socialism"  ar^l  Fine 
and  Stein  were  for  an  "American"  socialism,    l/ith  this  decay  of  the  split,  CaUfomia 
(the  leadership  -  not  the  rae-nbership)  had  no  place  to  go  and  changed  direction.  At 
about  this  time  a  District  organizational  conference  had  been  r  heduled.    Only  a  day 
or  two  before  the  Conference  was  to  be  held  one  of  the  California  26  who  had  already 
left  the  Party  and  was  probably  their  leading  "theoretician"  flew  up  from  Los  Angelos 
and  met  with  the  District  Organizer  and  some  other  leadership  co.-nrades  and  told  then 
that  at  the  meeting  just  concluded  of  Southern  California  where  its  Organizer  brought 
in  a  report  and  a  recommendation  to  reject  the  current  line  of  the  National  Coataitlce. 
This  report  was  overwhelmingly  defeated  in  the  Southern  California  District  Committee. 
This  factional  attack  on  the  National  Coamittee  had  been  repulsed  by  the  raeriership 
of  the  District  Committee.    As  a  result  the  locally  scheduled  conference  was  hurried- 
ly postponed  for  a  week.    This  postponement  on  the  shortest  notice  ever  was  explained 
in  either  of  two  ways  by  the  District  Organizer  depending  on  the  person  to  whom  he 
talked  -  cither  it  was  postponed  because  the  Trotzkyites  kjiew  where  the  meeting  wa» 
to  be  held  and  were  planning  a  leaflet  or  that  the  pressure  of  events  had  been  too 
great  sO  that  he  had  not  had  the  time  to  prepare  his  report.    This  was  not  far  from 
the  truth  inasmuch  as  he  certainly  hadn't  the  time  since  he  had  to  junk  his  prepared 
report  and  start  fresh.    At  the  conference  itself  we  were  treated  to  the  following 
incident.    A  comrade  from  the  floor  proposed  a  simple  motion  calling  for  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  February  decisions  of  the  National  Coimiittee.    When  the  District  leader- 
ship through  a  conference  coranittco  proposed  the  substitute  that  endorsed  the  "posi- 
tive" actions  of  the  National  Committee,  the  16th  National  Convention,  and  the  kit- 
chen sink.    A  catch  all  milk  and  water  resolution  that  would  not  have  been  too  diffi- 
cult to  support  at  least  in  part  but  not  as  a  substitute  for  the  endorsement  of  the 
specific  line  of  tho  National  Committee.    And  then  in  the  preparation  of  the  minutes 
the  District  Organizer  has  the  organized  gall  to  state  with  no  mention  how  this  re- 
solution came  into  being  that  "a  small  group  of  eight  comrades  voted  against  the  Dis- 
trict substitute,  implying  that  these  comrades  were  against  the  actions  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee.    mO  REALLY  SUPPORTED  AJTO  IfflO  PP^iLLY  OPPOSED  THE  NATIONAL  COrttUTTES 
DECISIONS?    And  the  story  of  that  Conference  is  not  finished  yet.    Months  later  we 
learn  that  previous  to  this  event  the  District  Coimrlttec  had  already  passed  a  motion 
and  forwarded  it  to  the  National  Committee  endorriiig  the  February  decisions— the  very 
same  motion  in  content  that  it  refused  to  allow  to  be  presented  before  the  conference 
and  substituted  their  omnibus  resolution  for.    CLEARLY  A  CASE  OF  ONE  EXPRESSION  TO 
THE  NATIONAL  AND  AMOTHER  TO  THE  MEMBERSHIP.  This  is  not  an  isolated  example  and  others 
can  be  cited. 
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IMB«4>ABR  DBDCRACI  iUID  1«E  LIFE  OP  OCR  SECTION 

Oar  ■»etlop  hu  ssttlod  enreiTthing  la  oiUy  one  way  —  in  open  discussion  and  the  dls- 
■■iiminii  of  ftll  Tlem.    In  fact,  that,  perttapa  more  than  anything  else,  is  what 
■riM  it  Mm MC«t84J7  for  the  District  Leadership  to  move  against  the  Section.  For 
telng  th«  put  three  years  In  aloosi  enreiy  action  two  menbers  of  the  National  Conmlt- 
U»  teM  roimA  theoselves  part  of  a  very  saaU  minority.    IE3,  JUST  AS  THEIH  PROPOSALS 
WM  WOK  PPKmD  m  THE  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE,  JUST  SO,  AND  WITH  EVQl  LARGER  HAJORI- 
TSB*  BMK  THEIR  FBOFOSAIS  BESi  DEFEATS)  IN  THE  SECTION.   For  example,  one  of  the  Na- 
tlfloal  OMPdttM  MBbers  is  the  author  of  that  resoluctlon  in  tR$  National  Coranlttee 
to  mt$tm  tho  Horkor  for  Its  8U«»rt  to  the  Hungarian  government  In  the  Nagy  execu- 
tlMfe*   rU»  roaolutloa  was  han:iijr  defeated  In  the  National  Connlttee.    And  the  other, 
almily  after  bkI*  a  public  speech  before  Party  and  non-Party  people  saying  that  the 
Ihtif  T  OoMlttM  ms  eoHHltting  suicide  on  the  basis  of  its  stand  in  support  of  the 
■■prtatt  ■dmnMOt.         a  third  MirtMr  of  the  KatlonU  Coanittee,  the  District  Or- 
mmmr       front  out  fbr  the  Califomia  Mstions,  has  r«rely.  If  ever,  missed  a  Sec- 
tiaa  —inirtilji  aeetlng.    So,  it  was  not  for  lack  of  eocperienced  opposition  that  the 
fcrtioil  cdtimd  its  positions  in  support  of  a  Mandst-LenlnlBt  theory  anl  practice. 

iqr  idM  tiMt  eeofllets  were  confined  to  theoretical  (juestions  would  be  the  opposite 
Of  tho  tivth.   A*  a  matter  of  fact,  the  first  Instance  of  coming  into  confUct  -^ith 
0«r  Dtatdst  OrfuiMr  was  over  a  very  practical  problem  of  Trade  Union  work.    One  of 
tlM  olAa  of  oar  aooUon  had  a  woridng  arranganent  with  four  flourishing  East  Bay 
«])i«4a  tea  BMM  industry  for  a  Joint  activity  that  had  been  sustained  at  that  time 
flar'  n*lv«r^fffat  jraars.   The  organiser  then  came  in  with  a  proposal  to  end  that  actl- 
Vilif '-b  PI  Wbaita  was  carried  on  over  a  couple  of  months.   The  result  —  the  East  Bay 
all*«^«tlll|Mir  froa  the  Joint  activity,  our  club  decided  to  carry  on  that  activity  on 
■ia»:^9milm:.-t^    of  th«  handicap.   We  aaintalned  that  we  were  not  going  to  give  up  tha 
^ttot  WMt  lib  aaA  ia  al^iifieant  and  important,  on  any  specious  argument  that  such 
mm  tta  lonag  Wgr  to  wxlc.    THE  RESOLT:    OUR  CLUB  HAD  AUOST  NO  LOSSES  IN  PARTY  HEM- 

mmBtt  Jm  tiB  nruBRE  n  the  hass  organizations  cssh,  and  in  the  east  bat  no  icre 

ma  IMR  .OOMMBB  iBK  UFT  D  THE  PABTT  FROM  THOSE  FOUR  FIOURISHING  CLUBS.  Of 
abaraaf'tlitt  «m  not  tha  onljr  reason  for  the  result,  but  this  reason  is  symtomatlc  of 
■901  UM  MiaMH.   Oiaagrewsnts'  on  practical  work  were  mmierous,  our  attitude  to  the 
BoUaad  llbarta  OMpaipi  and  the  forces  therein,  for  example.    This  Is  the  one  instance 
a  W  mn  able  to,  finaUy,  get  the  District  to  go  along,  and  this,  only,  because 

 r  baek  to  the  wall,  and  suffered  a  anashlng  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the 

nd  atbars.    It  was  only  then  that  wo  were  allowed  to  carry  out  the  ac- 

 \  mrnttmUr  «»▼•  the  Trotakyltes  theoje  licking  they  received  in  the 

llplljk  MmUV  t^MB  we  had  that  wava  of  spurious  "socialist  unity"  campaigns. 

(Mft  mUXIm  Tim  Bt>t  only  tried  to  think  like  Mandsts  they  tried  to  act  like  Marxists. 
jill»lMI%  a»t  baw  sbla  to  raact  to  eveiTthing  but  we  have  reacted  to  a  good  deal.  When 
xka  iaitiaan  Ax^r  "invaded"  Lebanon,  and  there  was  the  beginning  of  a  war  crisis  of 
a  i^xpaatttrat  oar  Saetion  plastered  the  town  with  a  striking  poster  of  a  large  drop 
of  oil  tttBdng  to  blood  with  the  slogan  <WHr  DIE  FOR  STANDARD  OIL  —  BRING  OUR  TROOPS 
BMN  ial  also  hit  tha  streets  with  a  leaflet  on  the  question.    To  cite  only  one 
llD>« aamila  -—.we  put  out  a  leaflet  on  the  Steel  Strike  and  hit  the  major  industries 
ant  tha  Taaaatars,  then  on  strike,  with  it.   We  enclose  a  copy  so  that  you  may  see  it. 
IteldaDtally,  the  issuance  of  this  leaflet  to  the  Teamsters  was  called  a  provocation 
bx  tba  Diatiiot  Coonittee,  and  tAile  we  cannot  go  into  the  details  here,  we  state  and 
wa  ptA  stA>atantiata  that  the  policy  of  the  District  to  that  very  Important  strike  of 
tfea  Taaaatara  baars  no  reseoblance  to  anything  Marxist  or  even  anything  decent.  There 
la  WtA  to  lean  from  this  Teamster  Strike  ~  it  was  no  ordinary  routine  affair,  and 
It  la  onr  opinion  that  tho  trade  union  leadership  of  the  National  Party   should  come 
to  San  Francisco  and  go  into  the  matter  —  It  will  be  beneficial  to  the  whole  party. 
Ih  tbla,  wa  do  not  mean  that  it  Is  the  work  of  our  section  in  this  strike  that  answers 
win  ba  found  in.    That  work  though   helpful  to  the  mass  movement  was  minor.  But 
tbara  is  nuch  to  be  learned  in  the  way  the  struggle  developed  in  the  union,  the  rise 
in  rank  and  file  militancy  to  the  bluest  point  in  this  area  since  1934,  and  the 
tfhlnV^ng  and  action  of  the  union  members. 

In  contrast  to  this  only  in  a  State  election  campaign  has  tha  District  made  a  piblic 
stand.   Of  all  the  Ijnportant  issues  that  have  hit  center  stage,  some  few  have  been 
fortunate  saou^  to  merit  a  memorandum  to  the  clubs  —  and  that  has  been  the  end  of  it. 

We  aust  say  one  word  about  the  last  case  of  "independent"  action  in  the  municipal  e- 
lactlons.   We  do  this  because  the  District  Is  blowing  a  good  deal  of  smoke  on  this 
towards  the  National  Coumittee,  and  they  are  saying-that  other  areas  in  the  country 
ar«  going  to  follow  our  "glorious"  example  on  how  best  tactically  to  participate  in 
electoral  struggles.    We  sincerely  hope  not.    The  candidate  spoke  very  well  on  a  num- 
ber of  issues  and  made  a  good  presentation  before  the  people.    In  that  sense  it  was 
positive  and  worthwhile.    BUT  THE  CA-MPAICM  WAS  THE  VERY  ESSHfCE  OF  REVISIONISM.  When 
a  well  known  Comrade,  with  a  pubUc  hlstoiy  in  the  Party  over  very  many  years  runs  no 
iK>t  as  a  Comminist  BUT  AS  A  SOCULIST  —  what  is  that?    To  quote  from  his  program  and 
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his  statemert  to  the  voters  published  by  the  City  "I  will  bring  to  the  Board  a  socia- 
list viewpoint,  etc."    As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  a  major  nswspaper  here  identified 
him  as  a  Communist  in  a  tiny  almost  hidden  story,  the  District  Organizer  issued  a 
statement  that  criticized  the  paper  for  so  doinig,  and,  while  it  stated  that  the  Candi- 
didates  views  and  history  were  well  known  but  that  he  wasn't  running  as  a  Party  en- 
dorsed candidate.    This  is  tactics  all  right— but  what  kind?    Much  better  it  would 
have  been  to  run  an  issues  campaign— without  mentioning  socialism.    BUT,  OF  C0UR3E, 
IT  WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  EVEN  BETTER  TO  RUN  AS  A  COMMUNIST  AND  REALLI  TEACH  SOCUUSM  BASED 
ON  THE  ISSUES  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN.    If  the  "tactics"  in  this  case  were  correct— than  the 
Socialist  Unity  electoral  strategy  of  the  last  elections  were  correct.    They  were 
wrong  -  and  these  were  wtong. 

We  could  cite  many  Instances  of  the  practical  results  of  the  policy  of  the  District. 
But  an  end  must  be  made  somewhere.  In  any  case  the  proof  of  the  pudding  has  been  the 
astronomical  loss  of  membership  in  the  Party,  the  end  of  many  Party  organizations,  and 

and  the  loss  of  influence  in  the  community. 

THE  HA.^>1  TO  THE  PARTY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  ACTIONS  AND  THE  AFL  SECTION  TODAY. 

The  campaign  against  the  Section  in  the  past  few  months  has  been  so  vicious  and  un- 
principled that  a  number  of  good  Comrades  have  been  so  disgusted  that,  seeing  no  Im- 
mediate hope  for  even  a  decent  working  relationship  have  left  the  Party.  We  believe 
that  the  National  Committee  can  win  these  people  back. 

The  destruction  of  the  Section  and  the  campaign  against  Marxism  by  the  District  has 
caused  many  others  in  the  Party  to  recognize  the  Anti-Party  character  of  this  attack. 
The  National  Committee  owes  a  duty  to  these  Comrades  also. 


Lon  stands  dissolved  by  t 


lally  and  collective  support  the  appeal  to  the  Na- 

This  is  where  we  stand  —  we  require  the  help  of  the  center  and  we  think  that  is  our 
right. 

APPEAL  TO  THE  PARTY  AND  ITS  NATIONAL  COMlflTTEE 

 ..w-  against  it  is  in  your  hands.    We  ask  that 

.stnafinn.    We  ssk  thls  In  the  name  of  all 
it  in  the  interest  of  the  Party. 

We  know  of  no  better  way  to  sum  up  this  appeal  than  by  concluding  with  the  statement 
of  our  late  Comrade  Bob  to  the  original  meeting  of  the  trial  comnittee  sitting  in 
judgement  of  our  Section  Organizer.    This  statement  was  never  used  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Comrades  coming  to  testify  and  observe  were  not  allowed  to  particifate  and 
as  a  result  the  trial  was  not  held.    Comrade  Bob  was  an  active  leading  Comrade,  much 
loved  and  respected  thn^ughout  the  Party,  a  delegate  to  the  l6th  National  Convention, 
a  very  honest  and  influential  trade  unionist,  and  certainly  one  of  the  strongest 
leading  forces  in  our  Section.    His  death  makes  us  and  the  whole  Party  more    than  a 
little  poorer. 

STATSI-ENT  TO  THE  TRIAL  COMMITTEE 

Because  of  my  position  of  leadership  in  the  AFL  section  and  SF  County;  and  because 
of  my  activities  as  delegate  to  County,  State  ard  National  Conventions  of  our  Par- 
ty; and  because  of  the  n^y  resolutions    ind  statements  that  I  have  been  involved 
in  and  responsible  for;  and  because  of       well  known  position  on  such  key  questions 
as  the  maintenance  of  the  Party,  forms  of  organization,  consistent  opposition  to  ine 
dissolutionist  tactics  of  the  Yates-Todd  faction,  both  before  and  after  their  open 
desertion;  and  because  I  feel  that  the  trial  here  is  directly  related  to  all  these 
aue="ions'  I  therefore  feel  that  I  owe  some  testimony  to  the  trial  committee.  I 
feerthat'what  is  on  trial  here  is  primarily  the  activities  of  such  clubs  as  the 
Metal  Trades  and  such  sections  as  the  AFL  over  the  past  three  years.    I  regret  that 
illness  prevents  me  from  attending. 


COMMUNIST  PARTY  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT  23 


I  ask  the  committee  to  think  back  to  the  discussion  days  before  and  during  our  I6th 
•National  Convention.    Remember  the  cry  for  democracy  and  an  end  to  purges.    And  then 
note  that  the  overwhelming  majority  of  desertions  and  attacks  on  our  Party  as  an  or- 
ganization and  (even  against  the  whole  idea  of  an  end  to  capitalism)  has  come  from 
those  people  who  were  the  loudest  in  their  defense  of  the  right  to  "dissent,"  and  the 
right  to  different  policies  and  actions  in  various  districts  and  even  clubs.  Remem- 
ber that  the  California  delegation  to  the  l6th  National  Convention  called  itself  the 
"Unity  Delegation"  and  its  leaders  Schniedennan,  Yates  and  llealey  openly  called  for 
a  special  campaign  to  guarantee  that  the  Gates,  Steins  and  rines  were  not  left  off 
the  national  leadership.    They  pleaded  for  a  "broad  representation"  of  all  right  and 
left  ideas  as  represented  by  various  leaders.    The  danger  was,  they  said,  that  the 
Foster,  Davis  forces  would  completely  dominate  the  Nat'l  Committee. . .and  so  it  came 
about  as  they  proposed. 

I  want  to  remind  you  that  long  before  the  l6th  Conv.  Oleta  Yates  presented  the  pro- 
posal for  a  Political  Action  Association  to  the  SF  County  Committee  of  which  she  was 
Chaiman  for  serious  discussion.  Those  were  the  days  when  the  Metal  Trade  Club  and 
the  AFL  Section  started  to  formulate  their  resolutions  on  democratic  centralism,  on 
Forms  of  Party  organization,  on  Labor  policy,  on  the  Party  line  and  the  Megro  Ques- 


Recently  I  chaired  a  meeting  called  to  discuss  the  defendant  here  as  a  new:!^'  elected 
S.O.    At  this  meeting  Schniederman  said  "We  have  been  letting  you  guys  get  away  with 
this  for  two  years. ..and  we're  going  to  put  a  stop  to  iti"    He  wasn't  talking  about 
putting  a  stop  to  the  activities  of  the  Yates-Todd  factional  group,  which  are  well 
known  to  all  of  us.    He  was  not  talking  about  a  self -critical  appraisal  of  his  role 
and  other  district  leaders'  roles  in  joint  activities  with  these  factionalists,  such 
as  the  infamous  ultimatum  to  the  Party,  the  Northern  Calif.  Resolution.    He  doesn't 
raise  the  possibility  that  there  might  be  some  smaU  factional  relationships  still 
existing  that  should  be  looked  into.    Ho  J    Here  we  have  an  attack  directed  against 
the  main  forces  in  all  of  Worthern  California  to  oppose  these  disolutionists. 

I  write  this  letter  not  because  I  think  that  others  should  be  tried  instead.  I  think 
that  the  worst  thing  that  could  happen  to  our  Party  today  is  to  involve  ourselves  in 
a  series  of  fine-line  charges  and  counter-charges  as  to  who  wrote  to  whom  and  talked 
to  whom.  If  we  had  a  clear  line  to  defend,  I  would  say  let's  defend  it  and  challenge 
all  the  opposition.  The  problem  is  that  these  trials  are  being  instituted  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  honest  searching  for  correct  line  and  action.    They  are  diversions  and 

Even  though  the  EAFL  Section  still  manages  to  carry  its  share  on  all  political  and 
action  fronts,  it  is  nevertheless  a  fact  that  they  have  been  already  partially  di- 
verted and  demobilized  by  the  trial  and  all  the  related  actions.    This  is  the  sole 

object  of  these  trials  1  urge  you  to  seek  out  who  it  is  that  calls  for  such 

trials. .. .who  organizes  them.... and  then  find  out  what  has  been  their  role  in  all  the 
events  described  above. 

Don't  be  party  to  putting  still  greater  stumbling  blocks  in  our  already  difficult 
road.  I  therefore  urge  that  you  send  this  comrade  back  to  his  club  and  section  so 
that  we  can  all  together  concentrate  our  efforts  on  helping  to  solve  the  problems 
of  the  class  struggle  that  are  shaping  up  in  our  country  and  the  world  today. 

Bob 

Submitted  by  AFL  Section  Committee 


Appended  to  this  appeal  are  the  report  of  the  Section 
Organizer,  now  expelled,  and  the  report  of  the  previous 
Section  Organizer,  both  made  at  Section  membership  meet- 
ings.   Also  appended  is  the  leaflet  issued  by  the  Sec- 
tion on  the  Steel  Strike. 
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THE  AFL  SECTION:    IT'S  WORK,  AND  AN  ANSIVER  TO  AN  ATTACK 
SECTION  ORCAKIZERS  REPORT 


4W.i  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  of  speaking  to  the  section  membership  follow- 
ing Bjr  election  as  section  chaifanan.    Since  this  election  has  become  a  matter  of  some 
little  controversy  in  the  section,  and,  since  a  campaign  against  the  election  has  been 
and  is  being  conducted  outside  the  section,  the  section  comniitteo  has  called  this 
noetlng  in  order  to  pit  the  matter  before  the  ma.nbership.    And  in  order  to  express 
.  ia  an  orgsnirsd  way  the  position  of  this  section.    We  will  in  a  sense'be  repeating  the 
ideol4gic«a  battles  that  have  been  gone  through  up  to  this  time  but  that  is  forced  on 
us  through  the  attack:.    Beyond  that  it  will  be  usy  purpose  to  devote  as  much  of  my  tlaie 
as  I  can  to  the  projection  of  the  most  advanced  program  that  I  feel  our  section  can 
accomplish.    Comrades,  the  following  are  my  views  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  they  re- 
ciere  your  understanding  and  support. 

First  off,  I  am  verj  proud  to  be  chairman  of  this  section,  especially.    For  I  an  con- 
vinced that  It  has  a  proud  record  of  acconplishment  and  that  it's  history  has  lessons 
for  the  entire  Party,  and  shows  the  way  out  of  the  present  Parjy  crisis.    In  the 
course  of  events  following  the  last  national  convention,  a  simple  listing  of  some  of 
the  high  points  of  our  work  would  show  that  wo  have  continued  to  exist,  function,  and 
even  in  the  last  period  to  make  the  turn  toward  growth.    On  tho  one  ham,  we  distributea 
a  large  nunber  of  Little  (took  supplements.  Primary  election  supplomonts.  Party  election 
etatesients,  at  least  as  many  as  any  other  comparable  body  in  the  district,  more 
Mc  LsUan  Conmittoe-Teamster  situation  supplements  that  the  entire  rest  of  the  Party 
in  San  Francisco,  have  issued  a  leaflet  and  plastorod  the  town  with  posters  protesting 
the  intenrention  in  Lebanon,  took  active  and  loading  roles  in  the  fight  against  propo- 
sition 18,  in  the  Holland  Roberts  campaign,  and  the  ideological  defeat  of  the  Trots^- 
ites  and  the  phoney  "socialist  unity"  concept  —  the  only  place  in  the  country  where 
this  controversy  among  tho  left  was  resolved  in  the  interests  of  the  people.    And  we 
have  been  responsible  for  the  initiation  of  a  caapaign  to  bring  a  Labor  and  Education 
day  to  the  public  schools  of  San  Francisco.    In  addition  our  comrades  have  'actively 
participated  in  the  affairs  of  their  local  unions,  havo  ^ven  real  leadership  in  eco- 
nomic and  political  struggles,  and,  where  the  influonce  of  our  Party  has  shown  a  quan- 
titative and  qualitative  increase  in  all  the  areas  of  trade  union  concentration,  and 
finally  where  we  now  have  made  a  beginning  in  developing  our  contacts  and  strength  in 
an  in^ortant  new  area  of  the  industrial  working  class.    We  havo  conducted  classes  and 
conferences  and  participated  with  full  delegation  in  all  district  and  west  coast  Party 
conferences.    We  have  maintain*!  the  membership  of  our  section  and  the  recent  period 
has  shown  a  real  growth  in  our  Party  in  this  section.    Comrades,  is  this  just  a  coin- 
cidence, a  luc)^  chance? 

No,  we  have  maintained  our  functions,  our  meaibership,  increased  our  influence  because 
v;e  have  actively  resisted  tho  process  of  denoralliation  and  decay  that  has  run  through 
our  Party  like  a  petty  bourgeois  disease.    Because  wo  havo  combatec)  the  nihilism  and 
the  rejection  of  Handst  science,  with  the  affirmation  of  the  principles  of  internat- 
ional woridng  class  solidarity,  and  a  dependence  on  lirxist  science  and  ilarxist  organ- 
izational principles.    This  we  do  imperfectly  but  we  try.    I  will  not  detail  vy  ideo- 
logical principles  —  in  this  section  it  is  not  necessary.    1  stand  by  the  Report  of 
Comrade  I/iiDel  when  he  was  organizer  that  was  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
after  a  long  debate  and  discussion.    I  voted  for  it,  I  agree  with  it,  and  I  will  try 
to  continue  the  work  of  the  former  section  organizer  in  the  direction  and  along  those 
lines. 

Some  comrades  in  the  section  say  that  our  section  is  weak  in  that  we  do  not  give  the 
clubs  sufficent  help,  that  we  aro  weak  in  coordinating  the  efforts  of  the  clubs  in  the 
section.    There  is  some  merit  in  that  and  v/e  must  search  for  the  reason.    These  few 
comrades  say  that  the  reason  is  that  we  sperel  too  much  time  on  ideological  discussion. 
I  do  not  agree  with  this.    Our  ideological  struggle,  our  fight  for  liarxist  science  has 
preserved  the  section,  has  made  it  grow,  has  omproved  the  quality  of  our  mass  work. 
3ut  in  an  opposite  way,  perhaps  it  is  true  that  we  have  spent  too  much  time  on  beating 
back  the  attacks  against  the  section  line  and  policy.    Our  open  ideological  criticism 
has  been  met  with  a  great  deal  of  sniping,  of  avoidance  of  the  issues  raised,  an  at- 
tempt to  prepare  techiical  and  diversionary  attacks,  but  more  of  this  later. 
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I  think  we  can  improve  the  work  of  our  section  if  we  remain  united  and  we  develop  our 
present  advances.    As  to  the  future  program  of  work  for  cliis  and  the  section,  I  can 
make  no  claims  to  having  any  particular  wisdom  so  as  to  be  ablo  in  the  short  time  I 
have  been  Chairman  and  on  the  Section  Committee  to  lay  out  a  detailed  program  of  work 
for  our  section  and  it's  clubs.    Our  program  will  have  to  be  worked  out  together  in  con- 
j^tive3"th"t  l"  "^""P"*"^*^^"""  there  are  afew  immediate  and  fairly  obvious  ob- 

The  first  of  these  is  to  mobilize  through  our  local  unions  and  political  organizations 
the  maxinium  support  for  the  following  legislative  struggles.    Fair  Employment  Practices, 
fight  against  consumer  taxes  and  in  support  of  a  progressive  tax  structure,  and  finally 
to  oppose  the  attemt  to  pass  a  state  law  on  the  control  of  the  procedures  of  trade 
union  elections  and  so  forth.    On  fair  employment  practices  and  on  taxes,  the  AFL-CIO 
has  a  fairly  advanced  program  and  in  those  cases  we  can  devote  most  of  our  energy  to 
popularizing  these  positions  among  the  rank  and  file,  and  helping  to  mobilize  the  trade 
union  movement  in  their  support.    But  the  "Brown"  bill  governing  trade  union  procedures 
is  another  story  and  a  great  deal  of  confusion  and  lack  of  common  direction  exists  in 
this  case.    At  this  point  it  appears  that  the  lUAJ  is  opposed  to  it's  passage  and  will 
lobby  vigorously  against  it.    The  State  AFL-CIO  has  appeared  up  to  now  to  be  committed 
to  be  for  it,  but  there  is  some  opposition  to  it.    Only  yesterday  the  San  Francisco 
labor  Council's  executive  Coram,  came  out  in  flat  opposition  to  this  bill,  although  I 
believe,  on  the  mistaken  premise  that  the  federal  legislation  now  pending  is  prefer- 
able.   The  teamsters  will  probably  be  for  it  though  perhaps  not  to  the  point  of  making 
a  big  thing  out  of  their  support.    The  "Brom"  sponsored  bill,  if  passed,  may  provide 
some  slight  benefits  to  trade  union  members  in  that  certain  democratic  proebedures  will 
be  required  of  locals,  and  I  believe  an  improvement  in  the  present  practices  of  injunc- 
tions in  jurisdictional  disputes.    The  first  is  bait  and  will  be  appealing  to  militant 
rank  and  filers  \iho  have  been  operating  under  straight- jacket  bureaucracies,  and  gives 
an  impression  of  fairness  to  the  bill.    The  second  is  bait  for  the  teamster  leadership 
who  have  been  involeved  in  most  of  the  injunctive  procedures  in  connection  with  juris- 
dictional disputes.    And  if  some  of  the  teamster  leadership  we  know  is  willing  to  swa- 
llow the  first  in  order  to  get  the  second  then  at  least  they  think,  and  they  are  probably 
right  that  the  so-called  democratic  safeguards  will  not  really  cramp  their  style. 
There  are  also,  I  understand,  some  minor  dra\*acks,  but  the  real  evil  in  the  bill  lies 
in  the  fact  that  it  establishes  the  right  of  the  Govornment  to  interfere  in  the  inter- 
nal practices  of  unions.    Since  this  is  a  capitalist  government  and  not  a  workers  gov- 
ernment this,  of  course,  is  bad,  and  sooner  or  later,  under  some  condition  or  provo- 
cation will  be  extended  to  the  detriment  of  the  working  class.    That  which  I'v  e  said 
on  the  "Brown"  bill  applies  also  the  the  Kennedy-Ives  bill  in  the  national  congress. 
In  this  connection  we  have  the  job  or  registering  the  opposition  of  as  much  of  the 
labor  movement  as  we  can  to  these  bills.    If  we  begin  now  in  our  local  unions,  before 
a  public  expression  of  the  trade  union  movement  in  favor  of  these  bills  has  jelled,  we 
may  be  a  very  real  factor  in  securing  Jrheir  defeat.    The  fact  that  the  San  Francisco 
Labor  Council's  Exec.  Comm.  has  already  taken  a  position  opposed  to  urom's  labor  bill 
docs  not  mean  that  we  can  now  relax  and  let  the  labor  leaders  do  the  job.    On  the  con- 
trary we  must  act  as  quickly  as  possible  in  our  locals  to  try  to  win  as  much  support 
for  their  action  as  possible  to  ensure  that  they  will  not  retreat  and  will  really  put 
up  a  fight  against  this  bill.    I  believe  that  it  is  possible  ^o  firm  up  a  good  position 
in  the  AFL-CIO  if  we  can  make  a  few  important  advances  in  some  local  unions.  The 
teamster  situation  will  be  more  difficult  but  I  believe  that  proj^ross  can  be  m^e  here 
also,  at  least  among  the  rank  and  file. 

The  Peoples'  Moy'A  has  given  some  background  in  this  connection  and  I  understand  will 
publish  a  complete  analysis  of  the  bill  and  the  struggle  against  it.  '.fe  should  use  it 
in  this  connection,  and  getting  advance  notice  of  the  issue  it  is  in,  undertake  to  get 
a  number  of  extra  copies  for  mailing  out  of  distribution  in  some  other  im.anner.  I  under- 
stand also  that  ehere  ^^d.ll  be  a  legislative  supplement  to  the  P.J  embracing  all  three 
of  these  issues  and  we  should  promote  the  widest  possible  distribution  of  this  supple- 
ment. 

Another  endeavor  that  we  sjould  immediately  pursue  actively  if  not  v/ith  the  same  urg- 
ency is  the  developing  campaign  to  bring  labor's  contribution  to  education,  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  importance  of  unions  to  the  children  of  San  Francisco  in  £h6  form  of 
Labor  and  Education  Day.    The  poison  of  Business  and  Education  Day  began  in  San  Fran- 
cisco under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  spread  all  over  the  country. 
Let  it's  antidote  be  born  here  under  our  initiative  and  that  of  the  trade  union  move- 
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Thore  is  also  one  other  state  logislativo  matter  that  wo  should  develop.  iiBrown"  in 
his  message  to  the  legislature  proposed  the  monitoring  of  radioactive  hazards  in  the 
air,  food  and  water  in  the  State.  As  far  as  I  can  dotcrraino  no  such  bill  has  as  yet 
been  introduced  in  the  lecislaturo.  If  one  has  been,  and  is  of  substantial  quality 
we  should  diUgently  work  for  its  passage.  If  not  we  must  try  to  got  one  intro- 
duced and  that  wc  can  probably  do.  Mhilc  very  little  irork  has  been  done  in  the  trade 
union  movement  in  behaDX  of  radiation  inspection,  it  is  official  AFL-CIO  poUcy  and 
can  be  so  brought  into  prominence  among  tho  menbcrship. 

On  tho  People's  IVorld,  our  Press  Director,  will  make  a  report  later  on  the  agenda  on 
tho  dovelDprnont  of  fund  and  subscription  drive  activities  in  our  section.    Here  only 
a  few  words;    We  should  complete  the  drive  in  good  time  and  plan  our  owrk  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  a  significant  breakthrough  in  new  subs  for  the  paper.    At  the  recently 
held  District  Press  confcri;nce,  the  District  Organizer  made  a  report  that  outlined 
an  agreement  with  the  Northwest  Comrades  on  the  management  of  tho  Paper  and  projec- 
ted a  crusading  stand  in  behalf  of  tho  popularization  of  sociaUsm  in  its  development 
abroad  and  its  potentials  here,  on  the  fight  for  a  6  hour  day,  on  trade  with  China, 
and  for  a  peaceful  world,  and  other  issues,    One  of  the  ways  we  can  help  in  tho  carry- 
ing out  of  these  objectives  is  perhaps,  if  the  paper  agrees,  is  accepting  responsib- 
ility for  the  writing  of  a  monthly  column,  of  news  and  interpretation  of  events  in 
the  non-maritime  local  trade  union  movement.    And  if  the  waterfront  comrades  also 
undertook  a  monthly  column,  we  could  conduct  a  competition  to  see  who  makes  tho  most 
stimulating  contributions.    Ue  should  pay  special  attention  to  the  securing  of  new 
subs  for  the  paper. 

The  last  point  on  inmodiate  work  is  more  general  than  the  proceeding  but  is  certainly 
the  n.ost  important  aspect  of  our  work.    Here  we  have  to  tackle  the  whole  complex  of 
problems  whose  solution  ;vould  improve  irameasurabley  our  trade  union  work,  strengthen 
our  relationships  with  the  workers  in  the  shops  and  coranunitios.    Here  we  must  accept 
certain  criticisms  of  some  of  the  section  work  and  improve  the  coordination  of  tho 
work  of  the  clubs.    I  fwe  euccedd  in  securing  a  truly  representative  aoctioh  conwlt- 
tee  and  make  it  function  we  can  take  a  giant  step  forward.    \!o  also  must  begin  to 
develop  as  sound  an  answer  as  possible  to  the  present  hiring  hall  crisis  -  onion 
security  crisis  that  embraces  tho  whole  labor  movement  and  bo  ablo  to  vary  it  for 
specific  conditions  within  the  different  local  unions,    '..'e  must  seriously  begin  dev- 
eloping a  program  for  unemployed  workers,  pay  much  more  attention  to  tho  job  of 
crackinc  Jim  Crow  barriers  within  tho  unions,  develop  tho  methods  to  raise  tho  trade 
with  China  question,  the  peace  question,  the  stop  the  Bomb  tests  question,  to  im- 
prove and  extend  the  very  fine  rank  and  file  paper  put  out  by  tho  i  otal  Trades.  And 
while  conditions  in  most  clubs  and    industries  arc  different  and  would  in  most  cases 
militate  against  starting  others;  in  these  clubs  the  question  should  be  discussed  and 
if  this  method  is  inadvisable,  to  come  to  some  means  for  the  more  systematic  contact 
with  the  more  advanced  rank  and  file,  and  in  all  clubs,  to  make  greater  use  of  the 
P\;  in  this  respect.    And  finally,  to  begin  to  generalize  the  experience  in  the  var- 
ious caucus  movements  that  mcnbers  of  this  section  participate  in,  not  only  so  that 
valuable  experiences  in  one  club  can  be  used  in  another,  but  also  to  begin  to  ana- 
lyze the  dbjectivo  basis  of  this  roovoT.ent,  ivhat  light  it  throws  on  tho  contradictiona 
between  monopoly  and  the  working  class  and  on  the  contradictions  within  the  trade 
union  movement  so  that  on  the  basis  of  fundamental  knov/ledgo  we  can  put  our  woric  on 
a  higher  level. 

Comrades,  what  started  out  to  be  a  few  simple  points  has  grown  to  be  a  program  that 
is  perhaps  larger  than  our  powers  can  encompass.  But  I  an  sure  that  we  will  do  our 
best  and  make  some  real  gains. 

While  working  on  our  ov.ti  procram  within  our  concentrations  we  must  also  fulfill  our 
responsibilitios  to  tho  development  of  the  national  Party  program  discussion  now 

being  organized.    Comrade   ,  oor  educational  director  will  report  on  this 

on  a  separate  point  on  the  agenda.    Here  just  a  few  vrords;    '..'c  should  concentrate 
our  efforts  along  the  following  lines.    1.    The  role  of  the  Party  in  the  Trade  Union 
movement.    2.    The  development  of  the  Negro  People's  struggle,  especially  its  theo- 
retical aspect.    3.    The  developcient  of  independent  political  action  inside  dnd 
outside  the  major  political  parties.    4.    The  meaning  and  practice  of  the  anti-mono- 
poly coalition,  and  finally;  If  we  can,  tho  very  difficult  theoretical  task  of  proj- 
ecting the  developments  in  the  transition  to  socialism  in  the  United  States.  This 
5  point  theoretical  program  is  of  utmost  importance.    Ue  approach  in  Novenbcrof  this 
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year  the  17th  National  Convention.  It  is  my  firm  opinion  that  throughout  our  Party  the 
neceB8ai7  understanding  is  naturing  so  that  this  convention  vri.ll  in  great  part  contrib- 
ute to  the  solutito  of  our  Party  crisis.  That  we  iri.ll  once  again  establish  the  unity  of 
program  and  action  that  was  the  distinguishing  cause  of  our  past  contributions  to  Amer- 
ican progress,  and  will  once  again  be  on  the  high  road  to  increased  contributions.  One 
thou^rt  I  leave  —  no  matter  how  much  we  succeed  in  the  specific  work  of  the  Section  and 
the  individual  clubs  as  such  gains  vri.ll  be  transitory  and  of  no  lasting  moment  if  at  the 
same  time  we  do  not  succeed  in  reestablishing  the  authority  and  leadership  of  our  nation- 
al Party  organization. 

With  that  I  come  to  the  current  and  latest  controversy  that  seems  to  settle  around  me. 
In  nary  ways  it  is  a  tempest  in  a  tea  pot  but  it  has  wider  implications.    The  ciaijn  is 
nAde  that  I  am  not  qualified  to  be  Section  organizer  because  I  made  no  contribution  to 
the  last  fund  drive  on  the  ground  of  differences  with  the  policy  of  the  paper.    And  the 
last  County  Committee  meeting  in  a  plainly  unconstitutional  action  by  a  vote  of  6  to  5 
with  2  abstentions  refused  to  seat  me  also  on  these  grounds.    I  say  plainly  unconstitut- 
ional because  there  is  not  nor  could  they  find  a  single  reference  to  any  power  granted 
to  any  leading  oonmittec  to  screen  the  members  elected  to  it  by  lower  bodies,  and  , 
naturally  it  can  not  be  there  for  if  it  were  then  any  leading  committee  couH  reject 
delegate  after  delegate  until  the  lower  body  elected  someone  the  higher  body  approved 
of.    The  only  contention  made  was  this  power  was  implied  in  that  provision  of  the  (ins- 
titution which  said  that  when  a  state  or  national  convention  breaks  up  into  area  cau- 
cuses to  elect  the  area  representatives  to  state  or  national  committees  these  represen- 
tatives have  to  be  approved  by  the  whole  convention.    Clearly  not  a  comparable  case  and 
no  such  an  implication  can  be  drawn.    Note  this  docs  not  give  the  national  committee 
any  power  at  all  to  screen  elected  members  and  is  not  expressed  in  the  provisions  to 
replace  vacancies  of  area  representatives.    The  constitution  gives  this  section  and 
this  section  alone  the  power  to  chooso  its  representatives  to  higher  committees.  The 
nomination  of  myself  vras  discussed  -  and  how  it  vras  discussed-  nominations  that  stretched 
over  two  months,  discussed  in  all  the  clubs.    So  we  can  safely  say  that  this  section  has 
discussed  it  enough  and  when  it  comes  to  its  decision  as  to  its  its  representative  on 
the  County  Comnittee  no  one  under  the  constitution  has  the  pov/er  to  override  that  de- 
cision.   Once  more  ~  I  hope  for  the  last  time  ~  I  vd.ll  state  the  facts. 

Two  years  ago,  I  was  a  dqlegate  from  a  club  to  a  readers  conference  in  Los  Angeles 
where  at  least  95/o  of  the  delegates  were  representatives  of  clubs  or  Party  members. 
Especially  those  comrades  most  devoted  to  the  paper  were  there.    This  conference  took 
issue  with  the  line  and  policy  of  thk  paper  and  adopted  a  program,  incidentally  very 
stmilar  to  that  adopted  at  the  recent  Press  Conference,  and  called  for  a  coastvd.se  con- 
ference to  improve  the  paper.    I  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  continuations  committee 
of  the  conference  and  every  thing  we  tried  to  do  was  blocked  by  the  Party  leadership 
and  the  staff  of  the  Paper.    Lest  anyone  think  that  wild  and  bizarre  efforts  were 
planned  our  efforts  were  directed,  for  one  thing,  towards  forums  on  important  issues 
sponsored  by  the  paper,  and  othenri.se  bri.nging  the  paper  fosward  on  the  important 

vdien  evey  move  was  blocked  I  resigned  from  the  committee  and  made  the  announcement  in 
ay  club  meeting  that  I  was  so  angry  and  disgusted,  that  I  would  pay  up  wh&4  I  had 
pledged  in  the  drive,  but  that  was  the  last  support  the  paper  would  get  from  me  until  it 
made  a  turn  for  the  better  and  the  membership  had  something  to  say.    Of  course  my  anger 
was  not  a  question  of  hurt  feelints,  but  qas  based  on  my  revulsion  toward  its  lack  of  a 
Marxist,  working  class  policy  and  its  offenses  against  the  principle  of  international 
woridng  class  solidarity.    I  cannot,  of  course,  justify  a  policy  based  on  anger  as 
being  correct.    That  is  giving  in  to  subjectivity  and,  of  course,  wrong.    And  the  H.V/. 
comrades  certainly  behaved  in  a  sounder  way  by  supporting  the  paper  and  fighting  to 
change  its  direction.    Nevertheless,  I  want  to  say  that  throughout  the  entire  period 
~  One  year  —  of  my  non-support  I  said  that  anytime  a  representative  conference  on  the 
papers  political  line  was  called,  I  would  support  the  paper  and  the  decisions  of  the 
conference  whether  or  not  the  conference  agreed  with  ray  position,    iloroover,  I  did  not 
advocate  to  anyone  that  they  take  the  same  action  as  I  did.    The  publicity  came  from 
others. 

I  thank  most  of  the  comrades  in  my  club  and  some  other  comrades  in  the  section  vAio  have 
convinced  me  of  the  error  in  my  position,  and  I  thank  them  also  for  considering  me  for 
section  chairman  and  urging  mo  to  run.  Let  me  say  that  I  did  not  wish  to  be  chairman. 
I  thought  that  our  former  chairman  was  doing  a  fine  job  and  that  he  should  continue. 
But  our  chairman  had  a  real  point.  He  was  on  the  county  board,  he  has  certain  respon- 
sibilities for  the  Independent  Voters  of  California,  and  besides  wanted  to  spend  some 
time  in  research  and  preparation  of  documents  for  the  Party  program  discussion,  and  in 
line  vri.th  this  last  would  agree  to  being  Educational  director  of  the  section.  And  we 
had  not  had  one  up  to  this  time.  So  that  his  resignation  as  Chairnan  gave  us  the  op- 
portunity to  strenghten  the  section  committee.    So  I  accepted.    Our  comrades  in  the 
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eectton  comnlttee  had  all  tho  facts  concemins  inyself .  AU  the  objections  now  being 
raised  were  raised  by  comrade  Schneidomcin  and  others.  It  was  discussed  in  all  tho 
clubs  over  a  two  month  period  before  I  was  elected. 

It  is  my  firm  opinion  that  nsy  position  on  tho  B.'  is  not  tho  real  issue  here.  The 
issue  is  the  difference  in  ideological  positions  between  this  section  as  expressed 
in  the  previous  section  organizers  report,  overvjhelraedgly  adopted  and  those  of  the 
leadership  of  the  district.    This  is  shown  by  the  latest  In  the  series  of  attacks 
upon  me.    A  report  has  been  made  to  the  District  Coramitteo  and  to  several  clubs  in 
Oakland  naming  me  as  a  factionalist  alone  with  2  others  not  in  this  section.    I  brand 
this  as  false.    But  irrespective  of  its  merits—  what  do  y^u  think  of  a  leadership 
htat  goes  around  raaklne  charges  and  dignifying  it  with  the  title  of  a  district  comm- 
ittee report?    Making  charges  without  bringing  then  to  me,       club,  or  ray  section? 
This  in  itself  is  a  factional  procedure.    Anything  pertaining  to  me  should  bo  brought 
up  in       club  and  section.    By  doing  it  otherwise  it  is  an  attcsmpt  to  discredit  an 
ideological  trend —  that  of  our  section  and  many  other  clubs  and  individuals  in  the 
Party —  and  is  an  attempt  to  stop  the  flood  of  criticism  that  has  oegun  to  inundate 
the  district  leadership  after  they  passed  from  quiet  voting  support  to  ghe  Gates,  Fine 
and  Stein  faction  under  the  banner  of  seeking  unity  in  the  Party  to  the  point  where 
they  became  tho  spearhead  of  tho  right  wing  in  the  Party  with  the  California  motions. 
It  appears  that  they  are  now  attempting  f9  retreat  from  their  exposed  positions,  but 
they,  to  this  day,  will  not  acknowledge  their  error  before  the  Party.    IJo,  eomrados, 
this  and  other  moves  is  a  crude  distortion  of  Party  procedures.    A  distortion  of  Dem- 
ocratic centralism  by  those  who  at  the  last  convention  of  the  Party  would  not  vote  for 
it  or  suppojrt  or  even  have  a  kind  word  for  it.    '.."hat  is  this?    Every  one  who.dpesn't 
agree  with  the  leadership  is  a  factionalist.    And  it  is  really  an  attempt  to  si^ppreas 
anycriticism  of  revisionist  ideology  and  leadership  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Party. 
Look  at  the  opposite  way  things  have'>been  handled  in  this  section.    All  ideas  have 
been  openly  discussed  and  debated.    Our  section  has  arrived  at  its  position  and  what- 
ever accomplishments  it  has  achieved  by  the  frankest  and  fiercest  debate.    That  is  the 
way  to  settle  things  in  the  Party.    Hot  in  the  preparation  of  technical  strategic  raan- 
eouvers  specifically  designed  to  avoid  discussing  the  real  issues. 

Comrades,  the  purpost  of  this  meeting  is  to  unite  the  section  around  a  positive  pro- 
gram, to  strengjtihen  its  leadership,  and  to  make  us  a  more  effective  organizatioii.  I 
believe  that  we  are  making  progress  and  hope  that  the  0  mradcs  here  endorse  my  report. 
Endorsing  the  report  could  include  the  passage  of  the  following  motions,  or  they  can 
be  taken  up  separately. 

1.  To  approve  the  election  of  myself  as  Section  Organizer  and  representative 
on  tho  County  Committee. 

2.  To  protest  the  action  of  the  County  Committee  in  unconstitutionally  rel*U9ing 
to  seat  the  representative  of  this  section  to  that  body,  to  notify  them  of 
our  protest,  and  to  appeal  the  decision  of  the  County  Committee  to  the  Dis- 
trict Committee. 

Comrades,  I  have  enjoyed  giving  the  positive  part  of  this  report  and  I  am  sure  we 
will  find  the  way  through  all  the  obstacles  towards  improving  the  work  of  the  Section, 
towards  building  the  Party  in  the  woriting  class  of  San  Francisco.    I  will  do  the  ibest 
I  can  in  fulfilling  all  of       responsibilities,  and  I  am  encouraged  in  this  respect 
by  the  past  achievements  of  this  section  and  the  knowledge  that  we  possess  a  capable 
and  devoted  group  of  comrades. 


(The  report  was  endorsed  and  both  motions  were  passed  with  3  dissenting  votes.) 
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EVERY  AMERICAN  WORKER  HAS  A  DESPERATE 
STAKE  IN  THE  STEEL  STRIKE 

THE  ISSUE  IS  THE  WELL  BEING  OF  OUR  COUNTRY,  THE  HEALTH 
AND  WELFARE  OF  ITS  CITIZENS,  VERSUS  THE  SWELLING 
PROFITS  OF  THE  GIGANTIC  MONOPOLIES. 


CUAD.T    OP     SUP^^  PROFITS' 


Wall  Street  profits  mount  at  the  fantastic  rate  of  $2.  28  for  every  man 
hour  worked  in  steel.  The  last  quarter  showed  steel  profits  at  the 
highest  in  the  history  of  the  world.  And  this  is  not  enough  for  those 
who  have  never  worked  a  single  day  in  their  lives--they  demand  more 
union  busting  laws--weaker  contracts  - -anything  to  make  a  dirty  buck. 
These  high  profits  are  the  real  cause  of  inflation  in  this  country. 
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ALREADY  THERE  ARE  AT  LEAST  150,000  STEEL  WORKERS  IN  THIS 
COUNTRY  WHO  WILL  NEVER  WORK  IN  A  STEEL  MILL  AGAIN.  The 
new  automated  processes  make  possible  increased  capacity  production 
of  steel  with  fewer  and  fewer  workers  employed.  This  is,  of  course, 
not  only  true  in  steel,  but  is  the  big  element  in  the  present  insecurity  of 
•11  the  American  working  people.  The  coal  mining  towns  have  become 
islands  of  extreme  poverty,  the  auto  industry  knows  the  same  conditiona 
and  Detroit  has  become  a  town  of  unemployed  people  at  the  very  mo- 
ment the  production  levels  in  the  town  are  high.  Nor  is  the  Bay  Are* 
immune.  There  has  been  a  considerable  movement  of  Bay  Area  in- 
dustry to  low  wage  areas  with  the  erection  there  of  automated  and 
semi-automated  plants.  At  this  moment  1,000  workers  at  Simmons  Mat- 
tress in  San  Francisco  live  in  the  daily  fear 'that  the  plant  will  close  as 
new  technically  modern  plants  are  opened  in  Southern  California  and 
elsewhere.  It  was  the  all  important  issue  in  the  waterfront  negotiations 
on  the  West  Coast  and  is  part  of  the  underlying  issues  in  the  Teamsters 
strike  in  San  Francisco. 
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THE  STEEL  MAGNATES  DEMAND  THE  RIGHT  TO  MAKE 
WHATEVER  CHANGES  THEY  WILL  NO  GUTTER  WHAT 
IT  DOES  TO  THE  WORKERS,  NO  MATTER  HOW  MANY 
ARE  PERAUNENTLY  LAID  OFF,  NO  MATTER  HOW  IT 
WILL  AFFECT  THE  LIVING  STANDARDS  OF  AilERICA. 
This  is  a  profit  syatem  and  to  them  all 
that  counts  are  more  and  more  profits  as 
they  line  up  the  President,  the  courts  and 
the  congress  in  a  drive  against  the  labor 
novement. 


The  labor  movement  must  recognize  that  thi 
the  measure  of  its  success  is  the  stock  market  quotations.  With  the 
steel  strike  one  could  expect,  as  usually  happens,  that  steel  stock 
prices  would  go  down,  depreciate  in  value  at  least  a  little.  But  ex- 
actly the  opposite  is  happening.  Not  only  do  steel  stocks  hold  their 
own,  but  they  have  even  gone  up  in  stock  market  price.  THIS  PROVES 
THAT  AS  FAR  AS  THE  STEEL  BOSSES  ARE  CONCERNED  THINGS  ARE  GOING  EXACT- 
LY AS  PLANNED.  They  treat  the  negotiations  as  a  farce,  and  a  farce 
they  have  certainly  been  up  to  nov. 

It  is  precisely  at  this  time  that  President  Eisenhower,  using  the 
pretext  of  gangsterism  in  a  few  labor  unions  went  on  the  air  and  is- 
j^ued  an  appeal  for  laws  that  would  cripple  our  trade  union  movement 
and  urged     congress  to  pass  the  most  vicious  anti-labor  legislation. 

In  the  socialist  Soviet  Union  the  latest  congress  has  produced  the 
Seven  Year  Plan.  What  will  this  plan,  based  on  peaceful  competition 
with  the  capitalist  world,  provide  for  the  Soviet  citizen? 

BY  1965  THE  SOVIET  WORKER  WILL  HAVE: 

a)  30-35  Hour  Week 

b)  6-7  Hour  Day 

c)  650-660  Million  Sq.  Meters  More 
Low  Rent  Housing 

d)  NO  TAXES  OF  ANY  KIND 

CYNICISM   IS   NO  ANSWER! 

SAYS  "BUSINESS  WEEK:"  In  the  past  the  Soviets  have  substantially 
filled  their  five-year  plan  goals.  " 


SOCIALISM  'S 
7   Year  ^ 

PLAN 
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AND  WHAT  CAN  WE,  AS  WORKERS,  EXPECT  UNDER  CAPITALISM 
BY  1965? 

More  Boom  And  Bust?  More  Unemployment? 

More  Billions  For  Defense?  More  Peanuts  For  The  People? 

THAT'S    FOR  SURE... 

 UNLESS — we  make  our  unions  produce   for  the  ram.  ami  file  through 

a  united  struggle  and  demand  for  enforcement  and  improvement  of  our 
union  contracts,  for  a  30  hour  work  week  at  increased  wages,  for  an 
end  to  speed-up  through  control  of  production  standards  by  those  who 
work,  and  make  the  benefits  of  automation  pny  off  to  the  /Vmerican 
worker  in  increased  leisure,  better  education,  r>*creation,  etc.  in-- 
stead  of  increased  |irofit.s  to  the  bosses.  Stop  the  collosal  waste  of 
billions  in  araments  spending  and  use  thi.s  money  for  jieaceful  con- 
struction of  schools,  hospital,  libraries,  federal  low-cost  housing, 
recreation  facilities,  and  in  many  other  ways  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  all  the  people.  Demand  that  congress  stop  horsing  around  with 
anti-labor  legislation,  repeal  the  Taft-Hartley  Law,  pass  bills 
shortening  the  work  week,  raise  the  minimum  wage,  and  curb  the  enor- 
mous profits  of  big  business. 

It  is  up  to  the  labor  movement  to  organize  these  demands  and  make 
them  effective.  The  same  mobilization  that  defeated  the  so-called 
"Right  To  Work  Law"  in  California  can,  on  a  national  scale,  bring 
real  benefits  to  every  American. 


•  SUPPORT  THE  STEEL  WORKERS  --  A.  F.  L.  -C.  LO 

•  SUPPORT  THE  TEAMSTERS  --  INDEPENDENT 

•  SUPPORT  THE  MINE,    M  I  L  L   A  N  D   5  M  E  L  T  E  R 

WORKERS  --  INDEPENDENT 


Issued  By:    Industrial  Section  of  the  Communist  Party,  San  Francisco. 
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THE   AH  SECTION  AND  THE  IDEOLQOICAL  CRBB 
SECTION  QRGANEHl'S  REPORT 


CcBirades: 

In  the  more  than  two  years  of  Party  crisis,  and,  more  spodfloally.  In  the 
more  than  a  year  following  the  National  Convention  of  our  Party,  the  Ideological 
strug^e  has  sharpened,  the  smog  of  confusion  has  been  partly  penetrated,  and 
certain  erstwhile  leaders  of  the  Party  have  taken  their  lea:ve  of  Its  ranks.  While 
in  every  case  these  departtires  were  voluntary  In  that  no  one  has  been  eocpelled 
from  the  Party  no  matter  how  bizarre  or  how  bourgeois  his  theoiy  or  his  actions, 
nevertheless  these  voluntary  departures  occured  only  when  the  comrades  in  question 
were  no  laiger  able  to  impose  their  individual  and  factional  will  on  the  bulk  of 
the  I^rty,    Because  this  struggle  is  beginning  to  interfere  with  the  work  of  this 
Section,  this  membership  meeting  has  been  called  in  order  to  formulate  the  Section 
line  and  policy  in  the  face  of  continuing  crisis.    This  is  all  the  more  necessary 
Inasmuch  as  the  life  of  our  Section  and  Cliiss  following  the  Convention  has  not 
been  one  of  eoctreme  concern  on  inner-Party  matters,  and  up  to  the  last  few  months 
hardly  anything  beyond  InfoniBtlon  has  become  the  property  of  the  clAs,  This 
report  wUl  concern  Itself  with  four  items: 

1.  A  brief  review  of  the  history  of  our  Section  fron  the 
preconvention  discussion  to  datej 

2.  An  analysis  of  the  ideological  crisis  within  our  move- 

3.  The  immediate  specific  nature  of  its  manifestations 
in  Northern  California;  and 

U.   Some  conclusions  and  recommendations. 

SECTION  HISTOIY 

I  would  like  to  begin  by  recalling  to  the  attention  of  the  Comrades,  the 
peeoLutlons  passed  by  the  Section  Convention  in  preparation  for  the  National  Con- 
vention. *  We  passed  a  resolution  on  the  Democratization  of  the  South,  a  reso- 
lution on  the  People's  World  rec amending  it  go  on  a  weekly  basis  and  urging  the 
raeiribership  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  for  continuance,  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  referendum  on  the  final  Convention  Resolution,  two  resolutions  on  trade  union 
work,  the  first  calling  for  active  experienced  trade  unionists  at  all  levels  of 
Party  leadership,  and  the  second  calling  for  improved  liason  between  trade  union 
clubs  themselves  and  also  between  the  trade  unions  and  the  nsi^borhood  clubs, 
A  resolution' of  condemnation  for  the  National  Committee  statement  on  Hungary  of 
November  hth,  a  resolution  on  the  general  position  of  the  Section  stating  that  of 
all  the  prominent  positions  in  the  ideological  discussion  to  date  we  preferred  the 
Foster  position,  and,  finally,  a  resolution  that  combined  measures  for  the  sup- 
pression of  bureaucracy  with  fundamental  support  for  the  concepts  of  Democratic 
Centralism,  Party  Discipline,  and  the  Vanguard  role  of  the  Party, 

Following  the  Convention,  and  in  the  selection  of  our  leadership,  this 
Section  resisted  the  trend  developing  in  the  County  to  abolish  section  organiza- 
tion and  even  Industrial  clubs.    With  difficulty  and  'Jith  unevenness  we  brought 
forward  a  Section  and  Cliib  leadership  and  proceeded  vdth  our  activity  within  the 
Trade  Union  Movement,    While  in  this  report  I  will  not  go  into  the  activities  of 
the  various  clubs  I  do  wish  to  point  out  that  a  not  inconsiderable  success  has 
attended  our  efforts  and  all  or  almost  all  of  our  basic  organizations  enjoy  greater 
inflxience  and  status  within  the  trade  union  movement  than  was  true  a  year  ago. 


»   The  Section  Convention  resolutions  are  printed  in  full  following  this  report. 
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Here 'I  idl?  confine  Herself  to  the  Section  work  as  a  whole,  and  that,  for  the  most 
part}  sketchlly* 

Following  the  Ccarentlon  what  has  this  Section  accos^xLlshed? 

the  Peoples  WoAdt    1,   Wo  stirpassed  the  Section  quota  on  the  Peoples  Wori-d 
Pund  Drive,    2.   Vfe  distributed  a  large  nwber  of  Little  Hock  SuppfLenents,  at 
least  as  nai^  as  any  other  ccnparable  body  in  San  Francisco.    3«    OLstributed  more 
sTqjplenents  on  the  labor  situation  as  pertaining  to  the  Teaasters  and  MBLellan 
COBBidttee  than  the  whole  rest  of  the  Party  in  San  Francisco, 

Our  section  conducted  a  one  day  class  on  the  Bole  of  the  Party  and  on  the 
Heanlng  and  Practice  of  the  Anti -Monopoly  Coalition, 

We  held  a  Section  Conference  on  the  fight  against  so-called  "right  to  work" 
legislation  which  was  carried  back  to  the  clubs  and  resulted  in  certain  concrete 
activities,  among  which  were  neetings  in  both  the  Building  Trades  and  the  Metal 
Trades  of  Conrades  and  ex-Comrades  to  plan  a  Joint  procrao  of  activity  against  the 
legledatlon. 

The  Metal  Trades  Club  involved  members  of  other  cli4>»  as  well  as  a  nunber 
of  nonparty  persons  In  an  educational  Dseting  entitled  "Wenien  Workers  under 
California  Law," 

We  have  sent  full  delegations  to  all  Party  Conferences  and  Conventions, 

I  an  sure  that  I  have  omitted  items  of  significance.    However,  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  above  constitutes  such  an  outstanding  record  as  to  warrant  smug- 
ness or  complacency.    It  la  more  a  minlmiBi  achievement  than  a  record  of  astounding 
accomplishment.    CViljr  in  comparison  to  the  work  of  other  Party  organizations  In 
these  years  of  crisis  do  the  events  recounted  achieve  a  qualitative  significance. 
There  is  also  much  to  state  of  negative  significance,  a  certain  measure  of  Ideolo- 
gical disunity  in  the  Section  leadership  and  a  real  weakness  in  that  the  Section 
leadership  is  not  fully  representative  of  *e  Clii>s,  and  that  the  Section  staff  is 
not  ccBiplete,  so  that  sone  of  the  woi-thwhile  activities  of  the  Section  did  not 
receive  the  full  participation  of  all  the  members.    Nevertheless  our  Section  has 
maintained  a  general  line  successfully  frcoi  the  preconvention  discussion  to  date, 
and,  by  way  of  attesting  to  that,  we  can  point  to  the  fact  that  following  the 
Convention  we  have  lost  but  two  raenfcers,  one  in  the  recent  organized  factional 
withdrawal  from  the  Party  and  the  other  previous  to  that.    This  concludes  the 
sketchy  sumnary  of  the  activity  of  our  Section, 

ON  THE  IDEXOGICAL  CRISS 

Following  the  20th  Congress  in  the  Soviet  Union,  the  re-evaluation  of 
Stalin,  and  the  events  in  Hungary,  our  Party  like  ireny  other  fraternal  parties 
was  in  a  crisis.    Our  Party  had  a  leadership  whose  responsibility  was  to  devise 
educational  material  and  a  line  of  policy  that  would  serve  to  unite  the  Party 
under  the  impact  of  ideological  struggle.   What  can  we  say  of  the  activities  of 
our  leadership?   With  certain  honorable  erxceptions  they  caved  in,    Ihey  failed  to 
project  any  sort  of  a  united  line.    Fran  the  Dernls  report  of  April  1956,  the 
"new  look"  report  that  breast-beat  our  fairly  glorious  history  as  a  Party  into 
a  succession  of  errors  there  opened  a  widespread  flying  apart  at  the  seams  of  the 
leadership  so  that  every  idea  dredged  up  from  the  discredited  material  of  the  past 
100  years  in  the  working  class  movement  found  a  home  In  our  Party  and  factional 
backing  among  sections  of  the  leadership.    Clark  and  Gates,  Howard  Fast,  the  New 
York  State  Committee,  and  others  challenged  almost  every  concept  of  Marxlsm^enln- 
Ism  and  under  the  banner  of  "friendly  criticism  of  the  Soviet  'Jnion"  outdid  the 
capitalist  press  in  slander  against  the  Soviet  Union  culminating  In  two  National 
Cointiittee  statements  on  the  Hungarian  situation  that  were  a  disgrace  to  the  American 
movement,  and  to  this  date  these  statements  have  not  been  corrected. 

If  at  that  time  it  was  understandable  that  a  good  deal  of  confusion  marred 
our  Party  view  of  the  path  ahead,lf  the  rank  ar<  fUe  could  not  authoritatively 
CCTiibat  the  disruption  of  revisionist  Ideology,  what  can  we  say  now  -  two  years 
later?   When  every  fraternal  Party  in  the  capitalist,  colonialist,  and  socialist 
countries  took  a  different  course,  and  what  are  the  results  of  their  policies? 
The  British  Party  which  recently  regj  stered  97?  of  its  membership  fought  these 
ideas  that  developed  in  their  Party,  the  Canadian  Party  with  same  or  similar  trends 
as  developed  in  ours  Isolated  the  revisionists  and  maintained  the  unity  of  the 
Party,  the  Israeli  Communist  Party,  where  you  would  expect  that  the  tales  of  so- 
called  Soviet  anti^emltlsm  would  have  the  most  harmful  effect  and  where  the  Party 
had  an  "unpopular"  position  on  the  Suez  qi^stion,  had  an  l8?  Increase  In  member- 
ship as  far  back  as  eight  months  ago  and  it  is  no  doitt  going  higher,  in  a  re- 
cruiting drive  the  Indian  Communist  Party  more  than  doubled  its  membership,  and 
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France  and  Italy  and  other  Coimunlst  Parties  vdth  a  united  leadership  mewed  frcm 
initial  losses  to  almost  iimnediate  recovery  and  in  many  cases  to  outstanding  ad- 
vance. True  it  is  that  objective  conditions  varied  from  country  to  country,  but 
one  of  the  objective  conditions  in  our  country  was  the  lack  of  woricing  class  sta- 
bility in  our  own  leadership, 

VJhatever  the  diverse  trends  existing  in  our  organization,  contrary  to 
general  world  experience,  vie  were  not  able  to  resolve  them.    This  was  true  prior  to 
the  l6th  Convention  and  the  Convention  itself  helped  but  llttLe,    It  is  true  that 
certain  overt  measures  such  as  a  denial  of  Marxlsra-ienlnlsra  ani  a  change  into  a 
political  action  association  were  repulsed  but  as  noted  by  D.  Shevlyagln,  a  writer 
in  Scfvlet  periodical  "Communist", "the  strugpj.e  against  right  opportimism  was  not 
carried  to  c<»ipletlonj  this  reacted  negatively  upon  further  work  of  the  Party.  The 
conciliatory  elements  still  continue  their  factional  activity," 

Following  the  Convention  all  agreed  to  work  within  the  framework  of  ita 
decisions  -  to  accentuate  the  positive  so  to  speak.    The  trouble  was  that  what  was 
positive  to  one  was  negative  to  another,  and  as  the  membership  in  organization 
after  organization  began  to  take  a  line  against  the  forms  of  revisionism,  the  l6th 
Convention  waa  invoked  as  the  "Holy  of  Holies"  by  the  dwindling  revisionist  in- 
fluence.  When  Claric  lef^  he  left  with  a  cry  that  the  l6th  Convention  decisions 
were  being  moved  away  frtsn.  Gates  likewise,  the  resignations  from  the  New  York 
State  Committee,  and,  finally,  the  latest  organized  withdrawal  from  the  movement  in 
California,  the  California  Defectees,  took  up  the  chorus.    Substantially  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  l6th  Convention  were  a  ccmpromlse,  a  toleration  of  diverse  ideolo- 
gies rather  than  a  resolution  for  our  Party.    Also  under  its  decisions  all  groups 
were  fi-ee  to  consider  the  decisions  there  tentative  and  were  free  to  agitate  for 
their  own  ends.    Nevertheless  there  was  a  certain  agreement  -  an  agreement  to 
continue  work  and  on  that  basis  to  leave  the  unresolved  questions  for  a  later  date, 
lilhlle  this  policy  had  a  little  success  -  events  conspired  to  disiTjpt  it,  Bandung, 
Sputnik,  successes  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  relation  to  the  colonial  countries, 
Chinese  theoretical  documents  on  the  Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat,  criticisTn  of 
the  American  Party  by  the  fraternal  parties  all  tended  to  weaken  the  influence  of 
those  sv^jporters  of  a  "Made  in  America"  brand  of  "interpreted  MarxismJieninism" 
and  to  strengthen  among  the  meribership  those  who  desired  not  an  "independent" 
Canmunist  Party  but  a  fraternal  one.    Nevertheless  this  loose  alliance  on  the  basis 
of  "let's  get  out  the  work"  continued  with  differences  until  now  it  has  become 
shatterred  under  the  impact  of  three  events  occuring  about  the  same  time. 

The  first  was  the  12-Power  Declaration  of  the  Socialist  countries  In  Mdscow 
at  the  celebration  of  the  kOth  Anniversary  of  the  October  revolution. 

The  second  was  the  Draft  Labor  Resolution  and  the  discussion  around  it. 

The  thlid  were  the  "California  Motions," 

Many  tilings  are  considered  in  the  12-Power  Dociment,  and  I  will  not  at 
this  point  go  through  them.    It  contains  from  its  beginning  where  it  character- 
izes the  present  as  the  epoch  of  transition  from  capitalism  to  socialism  many 
ideas  concerning  peace,  socialist  progress,  and  Mandst  theory.    It  also  contains 
good  definitions  of  ri^t  wing  opportunism,  that  is,  revisionism,  and  also  of 
dogmatism  and  sectarianism.   What  made  it  unacceptable  to  the  National  Executive 
Comnittee  when  they  reprimanded  the  National  Administrative  Committee  for  favor- 
ably hailing  the  document  was  the  following  statement  in  the  document:    "In  con- 
deming  dogmatism.  The  CommuniEt  Parties  believe  that  the  main  danger  at  present 
is  revisionism,  or.  In  other  words,  Right-«ing  opportunism,  which  as  a  manifesta- 
tion of  boTffgeols  Ideology  paralyzes  the  revolutionary  energy  of  the  working  class 
and  demands  the  preservation  or  restoration  of  capitalism,"    True  it  is  that  the 
document  states  that  it  is  for  each  party  to  decide  which  is  the  main  danger  at 
any  moment,  and  some  have  used  this  statement  to  repeat  that  in  our  country  left 
sectarianism  is  the  main  danger.    This  cannot  be  siroported  in  the  document  as  in 
the  description  there  of  what  constitutes  modem  revisionism,  rejection  of  the 
vanguard  role,  rejection  of  democratic  centralism,  denial  of  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat,  denial  of  the  leading  role  of  the  Communist  Party,  all  these 
Items  characterize  our  discussions  in  the  National  Committee,  and  are  even  memo- 
rialized in  many  of  the  documents  of  the  l6th  National  Convention.  International 
production  of  the  12-PovTer  Statement  was  a  serious  threat  to  opportunist  influence 
in  our  own  Party  and  the  faction  in  the  National  leadership  that  had  picked  up  the 
American  flag  as  their  banner  recognize*  it  and  fought  it,  but  not  directly.  They 
supported  it  for  information,  for  study,  for  anything  but  confirming  its  applica- 
tion to  this  country.    The  document  deserves  better  treatment  than  It  has  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  American  Party, 
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The  '^raft  Labor  Resolution  was  next  on  the  agenda.    This  represented  an 
attempt  by  the  then  majority  of  the  National  Comnlttee  to  develop  in  practice  the 
implications  of  their  position.    The  result  was  a  hodge-podge  of  fact  and  fancy 
that  nowhere  received  any  basis  of  solid  support,    I  will  not.  discuss  it  in  detail 
as  we  have  already  done  that  in  the  clubs  and  in  two  conferences  aivd  I  believe 
tiiat  most  of  you  have  seen  the  critical  document  of  the  Metal  Trades  Clul-.  which 
points  up  many  of  the  errors  in  the  docwnent  as  well  as  many  items  that  should  bo 
in  such  a  report,    I  call  attention  only  to  the  general  characterization  made  by  the 
Washington  delegation  to  the  West  Coast  Conference,    While  disagreeing  with  many 
facts  and  conclusions  of  the  Draft  Labor  Resolution  the  Washineton  delegation 
further  went  on  to  say  that  the  Resolution  was  incorrectly  based  on  a  secondary 
contradiction,  in  the  contradictions  within  the  labor  movement  itself,  whereas 
our  Labor  resolution  should  primarily  concern  Itself  with  the  fundamental  contradic- 
tion, that  between  monopoly  capital  and  the  working  class.    In  the  West  Coast  Con- 
ference a  much  amended  draft  labor  resolution  vias  passed  over  the  strong  Washington 
resolution  by  a  margin  of  two  votes.    Subsequently  the  Washington  resolution  waa 
passed  as  an  addition  to  the  resolution  by  a  margin  of  six  votes,    BecavMe  the 
labor  resolution  v;as  one  of  the  only  contrete  atten^rts  to  spell  out  in  seriousness 
the  American  way  to  socialist  development,  by  this  group  of  "independent"  American 
Marxists  it  affords  an  opportunity  to  see  if  these  champions  of  new  approaches 
and,  in  words,  battlers  against  dogmatism  and  sectarianism  could  really  produce 
something  genuinely  new  and  capable  of  being  translated  into  significant  mass  action 
among  the  working  class,    Ihls  apparently  was  too  much  to  expect  for  the  resolution 
as  delivered  was  not  mxch  more  than  a  sad  tailing  after  trade  union  leaders  where 
the  Independent  role  of  the  Party  is  reduced  to  trying  to  Improve  things  a  little 
within  the  framework  of  hailing  whatever  Is  constructive  in  the  statenente  of 
the  CIO  Union  leaders.    Nor  was  the  resolution  a  convincing  analysis  of  real 
conditions  among  the  workers  of  our  country  or  their  organizations,  half-truths  and 
wishful  thinking  being  its  main  attributes,  certainly  not  profound  new  truth. 
To  top  it  off  the  Resolution  got  a  nasty  kick  In  a  vulnerable  spot  fron  Old  Man 
Life,    No  sooner  was  the  ink  dry  on  the  Resolution  when  the  news  was  full  of  the 
developing  recession  which  is  unmentioned  in  the  declaration  although  it  did  not 
occur  as  a  bolt  from  the  blue  -  for  example,  many  areas  of  the  country  including 
the  Pacific  Northwest  and  Michigan  and  elsewhere  were  in  serious  unen?>loyment 
situations  for  more  than  a  year,  not  to  speak  of  the  continuing  agricultural  crisis. 
And  then  again,  no  sooner  had  the  discussion  started  when  Reuther,  who,  though 
unnamed  in  the  declaration,  is  really  held  up  to  be  the  advanced  labor  movement, 
switches  his  support  from  a  shorter  work  week  to  a  profit  sharing  plan.    No,  in 
this  case,  it  didn't  take  long  to  expose  the  barrenness  of  this  so-called  new 
approach.    And  it' s  better  that  way  and  makes  it  possible  for  our  Party  to  see 
through  these  and  other  "giramlck"  approaches  to  the  solution  of  our  country's 


While  these  two  documents  strained  the  uneasy  alUarvce  of  diverse  ideologies 
based  on  "let's  get  out  the  work",  the  next  item,  the  CaUfomla  Motions,  shattered 
it  to  shreds.    Here  was  an  overt  attack  on  the  alliance  itself.    According  to  the 
California  Motions  the  trouble  with  the  Party  leadership  was  that  the  l6th  Conven- 
tion decisions  were  not  being  fought  for,  that  because  of  not  uanting  to  come  to 
grips  with  those  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Northern  California  leadership,  funda- 
mentally disapproved  with  the  results  of  the  l6th  Conventior.  decisions,  the  Dennis 
forces  were  really  capitulating  to  them.    The  document  called  for  the  isolation 
of  the  Foster  forces,  though  not  by  nane.    In  the  submlttlnc  remarks  of  the  Dis- 
trict Organizer  he  made  it  clear  that  working  together  was  not  enough,  it  was  time 
to  make  a  decision  once  and  for  all.    This  article  must  be  viewed  in  context  with 
the  report  of  Sid  Stein  who  recomended  that  all  the  National  Executive  Conmlttee 
be  replaced,  to  quote:  "by  a  now  leadership  based  primarily  on  comrades  who  in 
the  opinion  of  the  National  Committee  will  carry  through  the  decisions  of  the  l6th 
National  Convention",    I  will  have  more  to  say  of  this  document  later  in  the 
context  of  the  specific  situation  in  Northern  California,  here  I  relate  only  Its 
history.    A  resolution  based  on  the  California  Motions  was  presented  to  the  Nat- 
tional  Conmlttee  and  was  defeated  through  the  adoption  of  a  substitute  resolution 
prepared  by  Comrade  Dennis.    The  vote  was  32  In  favor,  opposed  20,  abstaining  3  and 
is  printed  in  full  In  the  March  Political  Affairs. 

The  approved  Dennis  resolution  can  be  distinguished  from  the  California 
motions  in  one  particular.    It  recognizes  the  dangers  of  revisionist  Ideology 
and  acknov;ledges  the  revisionist  trend  in  the  Party.    As  such  it  is  a  step  forward 
in  our  Party  and  should  be  siqjported.    It  is  in  a  certain  sense  a  historic  occasion, 
it  represents  the  first  time  In  the  two  year  Party  history  that  It  was  possible  to 
get  in  the  National  Conmlttee  a  majority  recognition  of  the  dangers  of  revisionism, 
I  would  not  be  frank  however,  if  I  failed  to  point  out  what  I  consider  certain  de- 
ficiencies in  the  document.    It  does  combat  revisionism  but  tries  to  do  It  solely 
within  the  context  of  the  I6th  National  Convention,    Thus,  in  citing  what  Is  re- 
visionist it  carefully  excludes  mention  of  either  democratic  centralism,  the 
question  of  proletarian  dictatorship,  the  leading  role  of  the  Communist  Party  in 
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the  transition  to  Socialism  (as  distinguished  from  the  vanguard  role  it  plays 
previously  to  that  time),  or  solidarity  with  the  Socialist  world.    I  suppose  be- 
cause the  Convention  resolution  fails  to  confirm  these  in  a  positive  way. 

Also  the  Dennis  resolution  fails  to  assert  that  at  the  moment  revisionism 
is  the  main  danger  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  immediate  occasion  for  the  pre- 
paration of  the  report  is  to  oppose  the  manifestation  of  the  revisionist  trend  as 
exemplified  in  the  California  motions.    If  the  aim  of  the  National  Committee  is 
to  extricate  itself  from  the  growing  criticism  in  our  own  and  the  International 
movement  then  I  believe  that  we  should  help  as  much  as  we  can.    If  the  reason  they 
do  not  go  beyond  the  Convention  decisiOTS  is  because  they  feel  bound  to  them 
then  we  should  try  to  unbind  them  ,or  the  National  Committee  there  elected,  by 
calling  another  convention.    However,  if  it  winds  up  as  another  attempt  to  settle 
the  differences  on  top  only  without  making  our  Party  from  top  to  bottom  united  in 
principle  and  activity,  and  exists  only  as  a  manifestation  of  maneuvering  for 
position  within  the  National  Committee,  then  the  Party  will  have  to  recognize  that, 
and,  difficult  as  it  may  be,  find  a  solution  for  that  too.    Perhaps  all  of  these 
are  reasons  for  some  of  the  support  to  the  Dennis  Resolution;  in  any  case,  at  this 
point  we  should  welcome  it  as  the  first  manifestation  of  organized  struggle  against 
revisionism  from  our  National  Committee.    One  could  have  wished  that  it  was 
accompanied  by  serious  self-criticism,  but  we  should  do  our  best  to  implement  a 
principled  unity  of  the  Party,  recognizing  that  fundamentally  the  class  struggle 
and  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Party  will  solve  all  the  questions  that  plague  us. 

At  this  point  it  is  necess.ir;'  to  try  to  cst-blish  here  our  understanding 
of  what  can  be  new  and  wh.-.t  is    asic  in  Ilf.rxist  science,  to  i^ke  our  position  clear 
on  dogmatism  and  sectarianism.    Certainly  no  Ani.^-rican  Coinmunist  move-ient  can  confine 
Itself  to  any  pattern  of  tactics  aJid  str-.tegy  developed  elsewhere  in  the  vorld 
no  matter  how  benc-ficial  the  results    there  in  the  pr.vailin.^  specific  fe  .tures  of 
that  time  and  in  those  conditions,    liather  the  opposite  is  true,  no — iSSSJ-P^^— 
Communist  movement  can  be  successful  without  earichinf  and  developinr  the  Marxist 
Bcience  of  the  whole  world.    Just  '  ' 

of  the  world,  v,e  l  ill  I 
establishing  socialism 

But  events  occur  at  th<  

to  us  now  in  our  disunity  and  unclarity  mav  soon  be  imminent . 

An  example  of  vhere  ve  must  find  new  solutions  to  present  day  problems  is 
in  the  development  of  a  worthwhile  slofan  Cx  the  l6th  National  Convention,  the 
develooment  of  an  anti-monopoly  neo  les  coalition.    The  way  to  do  this  is  certainly 
not  in'usia,  the  slo.-an  asastick  against  the  develo.TOent  of  any  independent  Party 
position,  it  is  certainly  not  an  arg  uaent  to  ne-r.te  the  leading  role  of  the 
working  class  or  the  role  of  the  1  arty.    Certainly  in  tiiis  process  we  can  learn 
a  gre;.t  deal  from  the  experience  in  struggle  of  the  Chineae  Coirauniat  rarty  in  the 
develonraent  of  a  peorie's  coalition  arainst  ImperialiLw  and  Feudnlis:a.    We  can 
learn  a  great  deal  but  we  can't  transpose  it  in  a  body,  the  American  people  live 
under  different  conditions,  and  the  enemy  thourh  just  is  deadly,  perhaps  lore  so, 
has  a  different  face,    'hat  must  we  do  to  creatively  ygVelop  this  slogan  of  an 
anti-monopoly  people's  coalition  into  a  rounded  out  tlieory  and  practice  than  can 
bring  a  real  result  ?  i,e  must,  of  course,  study  the  history  of  the  ^.nti-iaonopoly 
strug'le  in  our  country,  en;ilyze  its  achi^  venents  and  its  weaknesses,  study  the 
monopoly  penetration  and,  in  some  cases,  control  of  -.-orkin-  class  and  middle  class 
organizations,  try  to  understand  the  contrcdictions  of  iiperii.lis-.i,  try  to  develop 
unity  in  action  between  groupings  in  our  country  that  are  or  ought  to  be  partners 
in  the  coalition,  to  develop  joint  and  parallel  actions,  and,  always,  always, 
educate  as  to  v.hat  monopoly  is,  to  expose  its  caraouflrge,  and  to  make  it  possible 
for  more  and  more  /jnericans  to  recognize  the  face  of  the  enemy.    Beyond  this  we 
must  take  ever:/-  opportunity  in  the  political  life  of  our  country  to  develop  our 
program  of  unity.  fiFhtin-  in  such  a  way  so  that  \;e  do  not  act  as  if  each  engage- 
ment were  the  last  battle,  tn'ing  to  ,-:ain  strength  from  our  experiences,  and, 
finally,  in  ease  of  any  setback  not  to  wallow  in  panic  and  deioralization.    In  this 
there  is  plenty  of  room  for  new  additions  to  Marxist  science. 

Or,  to  take  another  exanple:    Certainly  the  struggle  to  secure  the  politic--'J. 
and  economic  emancipation  of  the  t.'egro  people  in  this  Ifjid  dr-.vo  some  of  its  great 
3tren;:th  from  the  successful  struggle  of  colonial  peoples  the  v.ide  world  over, 
certainly  many  of  the  ideas  developed  elsewhere  in  the  battle  for  the  rights  of 
oppressed  minorities  and  aajorities  can  anu  are  bein,:  used  to  good  adv:inta;-',e  here 
by  the  Negro  people  and  its  allies,  but,  of  courje,  it  wuld  be  h.-'.nful  not  to  take 
into  account  the  specific  features  of  the  Knerican  scene  both  in  the  character  of 
the  oppression  and  in  the  contr-.dicticns  anonp  zhc  op  oressors.    Again  plenty  of 
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But  the  champions  of  the  "new"  in  the  current  and  continuing  and  apparently 
endless  discussions  -  what  have  they  proposed?    Is  dissolution  of  the  Party  new? 
Or  a  Political  Action  Association?    Is  tailing  after  bourgeois  reformers  new? 
Is  denial  of  the  Dictatorship  of  the  Proletariat  new?    Is  denial  of  the  leading 
role  of  the  party  new?    Is  the  rfelfare  State  mirage  new?    There  has  not  been  a 
genuinely  new  idea  In  any  -  we  nave  beat  around  for  more  than  two  years.  They 
are  called  not  froa  previous  successes  but  fro.n  the  failures  of  the  world  .working 
class.    '.Vherever  the  working  class  has  been  led  by  these  ideas,  even  vrtien  that 
leadership  united  the  great  majority,  they  have  been  led  only  to  defeat.    We  need 
new  approaches  and  new  science  but  the  Party  must  vigorously  struggle  against 
the  sustained  attempt  to  paLrn  off  on  us  the  discredited  as  the  new. 

In  our  Section,  among  our  organizations,  there  are  as  many  different  plans 
of  work  as  there  are  organizations,  and  that  is  good,  for  conditions  vary  from 
industry  to  industry  in  our  Section,  and  I  do  believe  that,  in  view  of  soie  of  our 
successes,  we  are  in  the  position  to  at  least  preliminarily  generalize  some  of 
our  work,  to  try  to  smooth  out  some  of  the  unevenness  connected  with  it,  and  to 
svibject  it  to  sone  critical  analysis.  Here  is  one  place  where  we  can  try  to 
find  some  new  conclusions.    And  we  should  do  this  soon. 

And  on  the  question  of  friendly  criticism  of  the  Soviet  Union.    I  believe 
that  the  concept  of  fraternal  relations  between  the  Communist  Parties  of  the  world 
includes  within  it  the  privilege  of  friendly  and  positive  criticism  of  these 
forties,    but  this  criticism  is  a  two  way  street,  comrades.    It  is  not  that  from 
some  lofty  eminence  we  are  privileged  to  criticiee  the  Soviet  Union  and  have  the 
power  to  tell  it  and  other  fraternal  parties  when  we  are  criticized  ty  them  to 
mind  their  own  businesa.    Friendly  criticism  means  that  such  criticism  should  be 
seriously  considered,  and  we  cannot  say  that  we  liave  seriously  considered  the 
critis.Ti  of  our  Party  by  many  others,  French,  Soviet  Union,  Latin  American 
countries,  etc.    And,  of  course,  in  extending  any  criticis.ii  to  sich  a  fraternal 
Pferty  we  cai.  leave  no  doubt  as  to  our  answer  to  the  o.uestion  posed  in  the  words 
of  the  song,  "iVhich  side  are  you  on,  boys,  which  side  are  you  on?" 

In  this  connection  we  nave  to  acknowledge  that  organs  of  our  Party  have 
not  always  made  themselves  clear  so  that  it  is  possible  for  a  progressive  and 
socialist-minded  person  such  as  Vincent  Hallinan  to  lump  us  together  with  other 
SociaUst  Parties  in  this  country  in  a  conmon  characterization  as  follows: 

"But  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  socialist  parties'  organs  Ignore 
developments  in  the  socialist  countries!      Indeed  they  do  not;  You 
can  find  pages  in  them  devoted  to  proving  that  Khruschcv  is  a  scoundrel 
an1  that  they  are  all  ruled  by  tyrannical  bureaucracies.    Tou  riffle 
them  back  to  be  sure  that  you  are  not      readin/^  a  release  from  the  State 
Department  and  you  hide  them  from  potential  recruits  to  the  socialist 
camp.    They  appear  exactly  designed  to  frighten  people  away  from  it." 

Yes,  Comrades,  we  face  a  serious  problem  of  isolation  in  our  forty  com- 
pounded of  objective  conditions  and  our  own  errors,  especially  the  error  of  our 
five-year  operation  Nosedive,  and  we  are  in  our  Section  and  elsewhere  making  some 
progress  in  overcoming  it.    But  we  are  compoundin-  our  problem  with  our  Increasing 
isolation  from  the  honest  left  in  our  country  which  in  past  years  sympathized  with 
our  Party  and  generally  though  not  uniformly  follwed  our  leadership.    Is  it  any 
wonder  that  faced  with  the  indecision  and  panic  in  our  ranks  they  seek  elsewhere 
for  leadership,  and,  failing  to  find  it,  resort  to  many  shades  and  differences  of 
opinion  and  program,  not  ad.!  of  which,  certainly,  are  adequate  for  today.    I  am 
not  criticizing  them,  many  and  perhaps  most  of  them  work  in  the  mass  organizations 
as  effectively  as  t:iey  can  contributing  to  the  growth  of  the  Peace  movement,  to 
the  struggle  for  "egro  rights,  in  the  economic  struggles  of  the  working  class  and 
the  farm  population,  and  in  man/  and  varied  forms  of  political  action.    Once  there 
waa  generally  speaking  a  united  left  in  this  country,  the  other  socialist  parties 
were  the  narrowest  of  sectarian  splinter  groups  wl.ose  /.ain  function  for  the  most 
part  objectively  considered  was  tne  generally  unsuccesful  attack  against  our  org- 
anization.   Today  the  Left  like  our  Party  is  in  ^rge  part  fragmentized.    Hor  are 
the  Stalin  revelations  suifioiant  explanation  for  tois  phenomenon.    Some  losses 
both  in  our  forty  and  in  our  influence  we  could  have  expected  but  we  could  ha\PB 
regained  it  by  now  had  we  established  a  united  and  sound  line  as  for  example  did 
the  Italian  Party  wao  recently  recemented  its  unity  of  activity  with  the  Socialist 
forty  which  had  been  a  casualty  of  the  seU-criticism  in  the  Soviet  union. 

And  certainly  in  our  relations  with  the  fraternal  Parties,  it  is  not 
neoessaiT-  to  exhibit  such  a  sad  lack  of  humility. 
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THE  IDEOLOGICAL  CRISIS  IH  NOR'!'Kl.RIj  CkLIFORIIIA 

How  has  the  idtclogical  crisis  in  our  movement  nnnif ested  itself  in  a 
special  way  here  in  C.-^lifornia?    Its  latest  :3anif ostation  is  certainly  the  recent 
group  departure  of  26  leading  and  former  leading  people  in  our  Party.    The  method 
of  leaving  plus  the  organizational  measures  they  took  in  leaving,  and  also  In- 
herent in  the  content  of  their  document  indicate  that  for  more  than  a  recent  period 
this  group  has  led  a  factional  existence.    Beyond  that  of  course  we  know  of  meet- 
ings held,  phone  calls  made,  and  trips  back  and  forth  between  Los  Aneeles  and 
hero,  and  even  an  attcnpt  to  organize  people  who  have  left  t'  i  Party  into  coming 
back  in  -  in  order  to  fight  for  their  factional  position.    Oi  course,  the  document 
itself  att&Tipts  to  put  the  best  possible  face  to  their  departure  and  consequently 
does  not  discuss  except  in  the  most  general  terras  the  reasons  for  leaving, 
expressing  disillusion  with  the  prospects  before  the  Party,  but  h-irdly  coming  to 
the  raeat  of  the  ideological  discussions  in  the  Party.    It  must  be  '/iewed  in  the 
context  of  the  preceeding  document  signed  by  22  Los  ;jigeles  comrades,  most  of 
whom,  if  not  all,  were  part  of  the  firi.al  withdrawal,  in  which  the  right  wing  oppor- 
tunist revisionist  line  is  a  great  deal  more  cl^ar.    In  this  connection  I  would 
like  to  quote  from  a  report  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Metal  Trades  Club  before 
that  club  on  the  California  notions.    I  quote  from  its  concluding  paragraph: 

"The  proposal  of  the  District  Co  imittee  at  a  tirac  when  it  cannot 
be  discussed  by  a  representative  body  (such  as  a  convention)  can  only 
be  disruptive.     The  ,nany  districts  \ould  either  be  arraigned  against 
each  other  or  split.    The  National  Center  would  lose  any  authority 
;  further  reduced  by  an  even 


greater  exodus  on  tVie  right.    I  do 
the  majority  of  the  District  Committee." 

since  the  California  motions  were  proposed. 

But  I  will  not  concern  myself  too  much  with  the  recent  departure.    I  an 
mu*h  more  concerned  with  the  attitude  of  the  remaining  District  leadership. 
The  District  Ofganizer  coming  back  from  the  National  Committee  meeting  makes  a 
report  to  an  East  Bay  membership  meeting  that  the  National  Committee  turned  down 
a  resolution  based  on  the  California  Motions  and  adopted  one  proposed  by  Comrade 
Dennis.    He  went  on  to  srv  that,  of  course,  the  California  motions  were  superior, 
and,  that,  as  far  as  he  wr.s  concerned,  that  the  Party  in  California  was  going  to 
continue  operating  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  C-lifomia  motions,    "hen  he  was 
upbraided  for  factional  behavior,  and,  it  is  certainly  factional  for  a  member  of 
the  IJ-tional  Committee  and  its  Executive  to  refUse  to  carry  out  a  resolution  of 
the  Party,  he  responded  with  the  h_ated  charge  of  so-called  u^tra-left  factionalism 
on  those  ra-.k  and  filers  who  had  called  him  to  task. 

At  the  San  Francisco  Count"  Co:nmittee  he  was  specifically  asked  vtiether 
he  would  work  to  ir.pl.  lent  the  recent  resolution  of  the^Nr-tional^ommittee^^  Hc^ 

decisions°of"the''l6th  National  Convention.    >.o  have  come  a  long  way  -  we  started 
out  with  a  bJittle  about  the  interpretation  of  Mafxism-Leninism  and  now  we  have 
4oae  iown  to  interpreting  the  l6th  Convention.    Anoth.r  member  of  the  National 
Comjiittee   at  the  County.:  -meeting  .mswered  this  question  without  being  asked  - 
his  pnswer  was  that  he  wasn't  going  to  sirn  any  loy.-lty  oath.    This,  comrades, 
goes  a  long  way  bevcnd  the  right  tc  di-isent.    Certainly,  they  have  the  right  to 
fhcir  opinions,  but  this  heads  in  the  direction  of  setting  up  an  independent  Party 
in  California,  one  with  different  policies  and  objectives  from  our  national  Party. 
It  is  this  daxifor  that  the  comrades  should  be  rwr.re  of. 


At  the  s--^e  County  Co.tu 
occurred,as  being  a  member  of 
atmosphere  where  a  general  ri| 
one  could  expect  cxtre'ne  li-ft 
so  far  as  I 


on  your  section  organizor 

i-left.  Certainly,  in  an 

55nc  on  in  the  Party, 

Jilt  this  so-called  faction, 

^tc~clubs  and' sections  cf  the  Party,  some  of 


literc.ture  I've'  seen,"and,  like' all  Party  liter'.ture  nowadays  I  agre 
.nd  I  disagree  with  others.    They  certainly  h^-  — ■= 


Stack'^n"thrindiLirsubstitute''Lfbor  Resolution  as  1 
substance  was  hardl;;  Seen  by  the  ..lemberchip,  and  whlc^ 
good,  with  some  we.iknesses,  but  the  resolution  was  us^ 
Srder  to  try  to  put  ov.r  the  ver;-  we'Jc  and  very  usele. 


For  I  3 


i  will  probably  continue 
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I  believe  that  the  District  leaders  who  make  this  unprincipled  factional 
charge  should  either  press  it  or  apologize.    Of  more  significance  than  name 
calling  is  the  real  situation  however.     It  was  one  ^hing  when  the  California 
District  leadership  had,  whatever  their  actions,  the  stated  position  of  trying  to 
find  unity  in  the  Party,  it  is  quite  another  thing  when  the  actions  of  the  Cali- 
fornia leadership  through  the  California  Motions  spearhead  the  right  of  our  Party. 
In  iny  opinion,  the  membership  must  become  aware  of  it  and  act  accordingly.    It  is 
not  too  late,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  leadership  to  draw  some  conclusions  from  the 
recent  period,  and  to  be  a  little  self -critical  about  their  recent  actions.  They 
passed  the  California  Motions  unanimously,  this  unanimous  majority  included  the 
people  who  recently  left  the  Party.    After  they  passed  these  Motions,  they  were  re- 
jected before  they  were  even  considered  by  the  National  Committee  by  every  trade 
union  club  in  the  City  that  took  it  up.    This  includes  some  clubs  in  our  section, 
it  includes  Warehouse  and  Maritijne.    In  fact  I  don't  know  of  a  single  club  that 
approved  them,  and  the  Coijnty  Committee's  approval  was  hedged  with  so  many  opposite 
amendments  that  I  could  even  vote  for  it.    They  must  see  that  this  line  heads  nd- 
where  and  should  change. 

PROPOSALS 

Comrades,  in  conclusion  I  have  a  number  of  proposals: 

1.    That  this  Report  be  mimeographed  and  distributed  to  the  Party  through 
the  County  Committee,  sent    to  all  members  of  the  national  Committee  and  submitted 
to  Political  Affairs  with  our  recommendation  for  its  publication  -  so  that  our 
thinking  cannot  be  attacked  by  slander,  and  that  the  Comrades  will  have  it  before 


2.  Propose  that  a  County  Convention  be  called;  the  ideological  issues  and 
practical  ones  discussed;  and  that  replacements  to  the  District  Committee  for 
those  who  have  resigned  be  there  elected. 

3.  To  reconnend  to  the  National  Committee  that  a  National  Convention  be 
called  in  order  to  form  a  clear  line  as  opposed  to  the  line  of  the  l6th  Conven- 
tion which  every  ideological  trend  says  they  support  from  different  standpoints. 

4.  That  our  Section  reinstitute  the  classes  that  we  started,  and  that  the 
Section  ComTiittee  be  charged  with  bringing  in  a  plan  for  than. 

5.  That  at  the  earliest  practical  date  we  hold  another  conference  so  that 
the  work  of  the  clubs  in  their  trade  union  organizations  can  be  discussed  and 

for  us  to  try  to  draw  some  conclusions  not  only  for  ov.ti  work  but  for  that  priraartly. 
The  Labor  resolution  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon  ar.ci  .n^ybc  we  can  help  there  also. 
This  should  be  soon  but    not  until  the  Section  leadership  can  meet  with  each  club 
to  try  to  produce  the  ir^iraum  results  at  the  Section  meeting. 

6.  That  the  Section  Ccm.Tittee  in  consultation  witi.  the  :iuts  try  to  com- 
plete the  Section  staff. 


APPENDIX:  RESOLb'T:     :  _  SECTIOi:  AT  ITS  FhKCO-r/EUTIOK 

SESs:::. . 

RESOLUTIOl!  ON  DEl-'CCRATIZATIO!;    ? _ 
democratic  and  trade  union  rights'for 

Be  is  resolvc-d  that  our  Party  recogniz-;  :.l 
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RESOLUTION  ON  PEOPLES'  WRLD 

Resolved  that  following  the  State  Convention  the  Peoples'  Uorld  go  on  a  weekly 
basis,  and  put  into  effect  economic  changes  explained  in  their  own  financial 
statements. 

We  urge  our  meiTibtrship  to  raise  the  necessarj-  funds  for  its  continuation  as  a 

^'  I  I  I  I 

RESOLUTION  ON  RiJjRE-'IXIM  ON  laSOLUTION 

Resolved  that  after  the  National  Convention  s:  National  Referendum  Tie  held  on  the 
final  resolution, 

/  /  /  /  / 

RESOLUTION  ON  TRADE  UNION  WORK  (1) 

We  recognize  the  Trade  Union  movement  as  the  strcnfest  organized  pro-dtnocratic  , 
anti-dictatorship  force  in  our  country,  and  that  the  leadership  of  the  Uni-^ns  are 
more  responsive  to  rank  and  file  pressure  than  those  cf  other  mass  organizations 
because  of  the  direct  ties  to  the  economic  welfare  .^f  the  ir.embership. 

We  believe  that  a  major  cause  of  errors  in  our  novenent  generally,  but  especially 
in  its  policies  and  progr-LUS  dealing  with  the  tr^.de  union  novtjent  ij  the  lack  of 
trade  union  actives  in  the  leadership  of  our  Party,    We  str.ngly  ur^e  th.-.t  special 
steps  be  taken  to  include  a  greater  number  of  active  experienced  trade  unionists 
on  all  levels  of  leadership  in  our  Party. 

RESOLUTION  ON  TR/JE  UtaON  VORK  (2) 

We  recognize  that  our  movement  must  be  oriented  on  the  trade  unirns  as  a  focal 
center,  and  therefore  propose  that  the  County  Convention  t-ake  stv;ps  to  provide: 

1.  More  attention  to  and  participation  in  trade  union  struggles  for  the 
neighborhood  sections  of  the  Party. 

2.  Improved  liason  between  trade  union  sections  of  th^  Party,  especially 
in  related  industries. 

3.  Improved  li^^on  between  neighborhood  r.nd  industrial  sections,  between 
the  class  struggle  on  the  job  and  the  class  struggle  in  the  neighborhood. 

///// 

RESOLUTION  ON  NATIONAL  CO?ggTTEE  STATif^lLllT  ON  HUNG.iRY  OF  NOVatBER  Ztth. 

We  condemn  the  st-tement  of  the  National  Committee  on  Hungary  as  .being  incorrect 
in  that:    1)  it  reversed  a  previous  accepted  p'.sition  without  complete  knov.led.ge 
of  the  facts,  2)  it  did  net  analyze  the  situation  from  the  viewpoint  cf  a  Party 
that  is  part  of    a  world  Communist  movement,  3)    it  did  not  represent  the  opinions 
of  the  American  Party  membership. 

/  /  /  /  / 

RESOLUTION  ON  GENEPJiL  P03ITI0N 

Resolved  that  of  all  the  prominent  positions  so  far  represented  we  feel  that  the 
Foster  position  represents  the  best  hope  for  continuation  and  devclopnent  of  the 
American  Socialist  movement, 

/  /  /  /  / 

RESOLUTION  ON  FUIiDAME:JTAL  PHIN'CIPLES 

Be  it  resolved  that  wc  f  .vor  the  maintenance  cf  a  Cormunist  Party  in  the  United 
States  that  accepts  responsibility  for  the  dcvelopnent  of  socialist  consciousness 
in  the  United  States  and  directs  a  ccncc-rted  activity  up<?n  these  issues  acst  ne- 
cessary for  the  defense  and  improvement  of  the  workinn  conditi:,ns  cf  the  American 
working  class,  and  expresses  and  supports  the  aspirrtions  and  advance  of  the 
international  working  class  .novement; 

Be  it  farther  resolved  that  in  order  to  Impiement  our  aims  we  make  changes  in  our 
organliation  guaranteeing  the  widest  democratic  jarticipatioc  of  the  meiAership 
in  the  making  and  revlev7  of  decisions,  in  protecting  the  aeifcershlp  frcm  harass- 
ment on  the  basis  of  difference  frcm  official  position,  and  in  stimuUting 
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the  membership  to  the  most  ijiiaginative  and  most  t 
velopient  of  our  work.  In  this  connection  we  urj 
out  in  detail  the  rights  and  duties  of  membership 
tion  many  of  the  excellent  suggestions  that  have 
to  curb  the  growth  of  bureaucratic  trends  within 
following  paragraph  in  the  draft  resolution:  "Th 
a  special  publication  on  a  regular  monthly  basis 
or  letters  discussing,  debating,  or  differing  wit 
or  long  range.  Such  a  publication  is  necessary  t 
participation  by  the  membership  in  the  formulatic 


3ur  constitu- 


policies 


ictics 


Be  it  further  resolved  that  in  order  to  ijnplemer 
our  movement  it  is  not  necessary  to  deny  our  histoid,  t 
principle  that  have  historically  developed  to  differor 
bourgeois  or  liberal  reformism.  The  concepts  of  domocr=ttic  centralism,  Party 
discipline,  and  the  vanguard  role  &f  the  Party.  We  c  .nsidc-r  th-^t  these  ideas 
have  already  been  proved  in  practice  not  only  in  <.th.  r 

be  rooted  not  in  some  set  of  special  conditions  >  .■.  ,  i  ut  in 

the  dialectical  materialist  conception  of  reality,  j  of  struggle 

between  opposing  forces,  and  the  awareness  of  the  .-  .  f  change. 

We  confirm  the  conception  of  cur  organization  as  a  j' v      a  u..;   .Jv>.nc<  J  task 
force  cf  the  working  class.    Where  we  do  not  live  up  to  our  conception,  and  It 
must  be  admitted  th.-.t  we  have  not  in  aany  cases,  we  must  strive  to  make  cur 
conception  real,  to  prepare  ourselves  for  the-  sharp  struggles  of  the  working  class 
that  lie  ahead.    TOE  UillTf  OF  OUR  PnRTf  IN  /iCnCN  MUST  BE  DF/ELOPED,  NOT  DESTROYED. 


I  I  I  I  I 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  29 

ON  THE  JBVISH  QUESTION 
By  A.  Waterman 
Fran  Marxism  Today   April,  1959,  London 

Comrade  Ramelson  in  his  article  in  the  January  iesue  of  Marxian  To- 
d^,  whilst  rediscussing  the  Jefdsh  issue,  makes  reference  to  the  re- 
cent experiences  of  the  Jewish  people,  ioe.  Hitler's  extermination  of 
6  million  Jews,,  the, setting  up  cf  the  State  of  Israel,  and  the  elimiiw 
atirn  of  Yiddish  cultural  activities  in  the  U.S.S.R.  in  1918.  Nonethe- 
less he  does  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  profound  impact  these  experien- 
ces have  had  on  the  Jewish  people* 

I  want  to  dwell  primarily  m  the  part  dealing  with  the  Socialist  SoL» 
ution.  It  is  important  to  recapitulate,  though  birLefly,thi3  unprecedented 
histrrical  event.  Merely  to  state  that  the  Soviet  Onion  in  "eliminating 
anti-semi tiaa  ha<i  a  tremendous  impact  cn  Jews  all  over  the  world" 

barely  touches  the  significance  of  the  1917  revolution,  as  far  as  the 
Jews  as  an  oppressed  minority  were  acaicerned.  Surely  this  was  only  one 
aspect  of  what  the  young  Soviet  Union  did  for  the  Jewish  people, 

(1)  For  the  first  time  in  history  a  revolutionary  movement  succeeded 
in  removlitg,  at  one  stroke,  all  forms  of  discrimination,  econrmic,  poli^ 
tical  and  cultural,  by  granting  the  erstwhile  oppressed  and  pogr'vmised 
Jews  full  and  »x)mplete  equality, 

(2)  It  made  possible  in  the  short  period  cf  fifteen  years  the  com- 
plete  transformation  af  the  social,  economic  and  culturtuL  structure  of 
Soviet  Jewry© 

(3)  ''Every  facility  given  to  tb«?m  •  •  .  for  the  develop^ient  of  Yid- 
dish culture,"  It  was  net  only  a  continuation  of  the  old  Yiddish  cul- 
ture, but  an  unprecedented  renaissance,  transformation  and  expansion  of 
Yiddish  cultural  activities  which  became  "maticnal  in  form  and  socialist 
in  content'»o 

(U)  Econcmically,  it  drew  masses  of  Jewish  people  into  the  then  de- 
veloping industries,  Fcr  those  who  co\ild  not  be  absorbed  in  industry,  it 
promulgated  vast  land  settlement  schemes  and  brought  hundreds  of  thous- 
ands of  Jews  into  agriculture.  Large  areas  of  land  were  specially  allo- 
cated for  Jewish  re— settlement,  in  the  Crimea,  Ukraine,  White  Russia 
and  the  Caucasus,  Jewish  administrative  regions  were  formed,  such  as 
Kalindorf ,  New  Zlotopol,  Stalindorf,  etc,,  where  the  official  lamguage 
in  the  schools,  courts  and  local  government  was  Yiddish. 

This  economic  and  social  transformation  had  its  immediate  and  direct 
effect  on  cultural  expansion.  Let  me  quote  a  report  given  at  a  confer- 
ence '•f  Jewish  cultural  workers    in  192U  (Yevrei  v  S3SR,  p,  262):  "There 
rre  functioning  in  the  U.S.S.R,  fifty-two  kinderearTen^,  h39  elementary 
schools,  fifty-six  secondary  schools,  forty-four  technical  and  four 
pedagogical  institutes,  all  conducted  in  Yiddish;  also  four  Yiddish 
faculties  attached  to  Universities,"  At  a  similar  conference  in  1928 
the  above  figures  were  almost  doubled.  In  1921,  only  21  per  cent  of  Hewi- 
ish  children  went  to  Yiddish  schools;  by  1932  the  figure  was  6U  per  cent. 
There  weee  at  this  time  forty-two  Yiddish  newspapers  and  periodicals, 
four  publishing  houses,  ten  Yiddish  state  theatres  and  two  theatrical 
schoolso  Book  publishing  in  Yiddish  experienced  a  fivefold  increase, 
frtm  seventy-three  titles  in  1913  to  339  in  1939,  Shalom  Aleichem's  books 
in  Yiddish  rosevfrom  220,000  in  1913  to  3,200,000  in  1939,  Several  radi» 
stations  gave  many  hours  to  Yiddish  broadcasts. 

On  March  28th,  1928^  a  government  decree  set  aside  Biro-Bijan  as  a 
Jewish  Autonomous  Region,  Tsith  a  view  to  an  eventual  formation  of  a  Jew^ 
ish  Socialist  Republic,  in  order  that  it  might  "preserve  a  Yiddish  Soc- 
ialist national  culture"  (Kalinin), 


2380    COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 


It  was  all  this  that  brought  abcmt  a  Bituatlon  where  "sympathy  with 
the  Soviet  Union  was  general,  and  Socialism  as  a  final  solution  to  the 
Jewish  problem  ma  the  dominant  trend  among  Jewish  wcrkers  and  many  of 
the  middle  class  •  •  .  Whilst  Zionism  met  e  •  •  but  with  little  success"* 
It  is  in  the  light  of  the  above.«ienticned  develcpjents  that  one  has  to 
consider  what  happened  to  Yiddish  culture  in  the  U.S.S.R.  in  191*8.  To 
mention  in  the  same  breath  those  who  honestly  and  sincerely  question  the 
forced  elimination  of  Tiddish  culture  in  the  D.S.S.R.,  with  those  who 
slander  the  D.S.S.Re  and  accuse  her  of  practicing  anti-semi tism,  is  a 
sleight  of  hand  which  encourages  the  slenderers  and  bitterly  sffends  the 
friends  of  the  U,S,S,R. 

Let  me  say  clearly  and  unequiiocally  that  there  can  be  no  dcwbt  that 
a  process  of  Integratioi  is  taking  place  In  the  Sorvlet  Unlcn,  that  many 
Jews,  particularly  of  the  younger  generation,  neither  speak  nor  under- 
stand Yiddish  and  have  adopted  Russian  as  their  mother  tongue.  No  Social- 
ist should  oppose  such  a  natural  process  of  integration.  But  what  about 
the  three  million  who  flocked  to  the  Yiddish  concerts  given  sporadioaL- 
ly  In  the  D.S.S.R.  in  1957  (a  f  igure  given  by  Danilov,  Vice-Minister 
for  Culture,  to  the  FrenctWewish  delegation  in  February,  1958)?  Why 
should  these  milllcns,  or  e#-en  thousands,  be  denied  full  facilities  to 
publish,  sp>eak,  see  plays,  in  what  is  still  their  mother  tongue,  namely 
Yiddish  ? 

Let  us  analyze  Ccmrade  Ramelson's  arguments  in  this  matter* 

A,  "That  administaative  measures  were  taken  in  19U8  to  close  down  Jewish 

cultural  institutions*" 

I  can  cnly  assume  that  by  "administrative  measures"  he  means  the  un- 
just and  illegal  acts  involteing  the  complete  elimination  of  all  Yiddish 
cultural  activities,  together  with  almost  all  their  outstanding  repre— 
sentatlveSoDoes  not  the  reestablishment  of  Socialist  legality  after  the 
Twentieth  Congress  demand  the  full  rehabilitation  and  correction  of  these 
Injustices  and  illegalities  committed  during  the  "cult  of  the  Individual" 
period  ?  Apparently  that  would  be  too  simple  an  answer  -  so  Comrade  Ramel- 
son  must  find  other  reasons  to  justify  the  "status  quo", 

B,  "Segregation  in  the  Ghettoes  «  •  •  created  a  specific  Yiddish  culture 

depicting  Ghetto  lifeo" 

How  abysmally  ignorant  the  above  argment  is.  Those  who  have  any  know- 
ledge of  this  literature  will  tell  you  that  it  was  despised  by  the  rich 
Jews  and  the  Jewish  clerics,  who  referred  to  it  as  the  "skivvy"  of  lit- 
erature, and  the  gutteral  of  the  tailors,  the  cobblers,  the  carpenters, 
the  artisans  and  the  very  poor.  The  rich  and  the  educated  spoke  Hebrew 
or  the  country's  Isinguage,  This  gave  a  special  charcter  and  poignancy 
to  Yiddish^  It  became  a  weapon  of  the  working  class  and  poor  Jews,  em- 
braced and  loved  by  them,  sinking  deep  into  their  consciousness  and  dai- 
ly life.  Ghetto  language  indeed  I  One  may  as  well  call  Negro  culture  in 
the  U.S.A,  a  Ghetto  culture, 

C,  "Wherever  the  Ghetto  walls  were  broken  down  as  in  Western  Europe  and 

America  —  Yiddish  ceased  to  develop," 

Yet  there  are  still  three  daily  newspapers,  three  Yiddish  theatres, 
scores  of  journals,  amateur  theatrical  groups,  choirs,  Yiddish  secondary 
schools  and  Yiddish  faculties  at  the  universities  in  the  U.S.A.  Similar- 
ly in  France,  the  Argentine  —  not  to  mention  the  New  Democracies,  ieeo 
Poland,  Romania,  where  one  would  hardly  say  that  the  "ghetto  walls"  had 
not  been  broken  downo 

D,  HWith  the  further  development  •f  Socialism  «  .  •  YtddiFh  •Ga.««.s  b« 

a  living  tongue  •  •  «  and  rapidly  crumbles-'' 
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It  would  appear  that  up  to  191(8  Yiddish  was  a  living  language,  and 
that  overnight  it  ceasod  ti  be  so,  by  "administrative  measures".  To 
quote  the  President  of  the  Zionist  Organization  in  support  of  this  theory- 
is  the  measure  of  the  bankruptcy  of  evidence  available  to  Comrade  Ram- 
elsonc  The  integration  v/hich  Goldnian  bemoans  and  the  "s'orvival"  he  is 
hoping  for  has  nothing  j_n  com^ion  v/ith  socialist  ideaso  V/e  do  not  want 
the  survival  of  the  "love  of  Zion"  or  of  the  culture  of  the  rabbis  and 
clerics.  This  is  prec:se]y  the  kind  of  "survival"  which  the  Yiddish- 
speakiig  workers  fought  against,  using  Yiddish  cultural  expression  as  a 
weapon, 

Eo  "The  breaking-up  of  concentrated  communities  .  •  «  brought  about  a 
speeding  up  of  the  process  of  integration." 

There  are  500,000  Jews  in  Moscow,  U0,000  in  Kiev,  Odessa,  :/Iinsk, 
25,000  ill  Vilnoo  Considering  that  there  are  about  3  million  Jews  in  the 
U.S.SoR,,  cne  would  hardly  call  these  considerable  com.nunities  a  "break- 
ing-up"of  concentration. 

Fo  "Justification  given  for  these  measures  (elimination  of  Yiddish)  is 
that  there  v.-as  not  sufficient  demand  for  it  to  justify  such  xandei^ 
takings f" 

Yet  further  on  the  same  page  Comrade  Ramelson  states  that  "neither 
financial  cost  nor  relative  smallness  of  the  population  of  a  nationality 
can  seriotjsly  be  considered  as  an  obstacle  to  the  application  of  this 
principle"  -  namely  "the  Jferxist  approach  to  national  cultures  is  not 
only  to  permit,  but  to  facilitate  by  every  possible  means,  the  fostering 
and  development  of  all  national  cultiires," 

But  then  Comrade  Ramelson  goes  on  to  argue :  "As  we  have  seen,  the 
Jews  are  not  a  nation;  Yiddish  therefore  cannot  be  treated  as  a  national 
culture," 

Hovr  devoid  this  argument  is  of  Leninist  principles  on  the  question 
of  nations  and  languages,  "He  who  does  not  acknowledge  and  defend  the  equal- 
ity of  nations  and  lane;mges«  he  who  does  not  fight  against  all  forms  of 
national  oppression  or  ii^uality,  is  not  a  Iferxist  or  even  a  Democrat," 
(Lenin  on  tlie  Jewish  Question,  pSk)  Lenin  does  not  speak  of  the  equality 
of  national  langu^es,  but  of  nations  and  languages.    No  Marxist  would 
claim  that  the  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union  were  at  any  time  a  nation;  yet 
if  all  facilities  and  help  were  extended  to  their  culture  and  language 
between  1917  and  I9U8,  what  change  has  taken  place  in  their  status  after 
191+8  to  warrant  the  cessation  and  elimination  of  this  culture?    Does  not 
the  fact  that  3  million  flocked  to  Yiddish  concerts,  the  existence  of 
seventy-two  Yiddish  writers,  poets,  dramatists,  the  emergence  of  twenty 
young  Yiddish  writers  (products  of  the  Yiddish  schools  of  1936)  prove 
that  there  is  a  demand  for  its  continuation?  Of  coin^e  we  should  wel- 
come the  considerable  translations  from  Yiddish  into  Russian  of  very  many 
booksi    Yet  I  have  not  come  across  a  coherent  Marxist  argument  why  these 
books,  originally  written  in  Yiddish,  should  never  see  daylight  in  their 
original  tongue,  nor  why  Yiddish  Soviet  writers  should  have  their  novels, 
stories  and  poems  published  (in  Yiddish)  by  left  ■-wing  publications  in 
capitalist  countries  (U.S,A.  and  France)  and  not  in  their  country  of  or- 
igin, the  VJS^Jl, 

G.  "Ihe  question  is  raised  whether  Marxists  attempt  by  artificial  ineans 
to  delay  this  historical  process  ,  ,  ,  of  complete  cultural  integra- 
tion," 

Siirely  this  is  putting  the  question  on  its  head,  I  would  rather  stand 
it  15)  on  its  feet.  Should  Marxists  attempt  by  artificial  means  to  elimi- 
nate a  living  culture  and  language,  by  "administrative  measures",  instead 
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of  allowinf  the  natural  process  of  cultural  integration  to  take  its  nat- 
ural course  ?  Particularly  when  Jewish  religious  practice  and  organiza- 
tion is  permitted  in  the  U.S.S.R.  as  a  right,  why  should  not  Yiddish  sec- 
ular culture  and  Jewish  communal  organizations  of  a  secular  and  soci&liat 
character  enjoy  similar  rights  ? 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  problem  is  being  discussed  and  considered 
in  the  U.S.S.R.  It  is  a  problem  v/hich  has  been  raised  again  and  again  by 
every  progressive  Jewish  delegation  which  has  visited  the  U.S.S.R.  since 
1955»  Furthermore,  there  seems  to  be  general  support  among  Soviet  wri1>» 
ers  for  the  rehabilitation  of  Yiddish,  its  publications,  theatres,  news- 
papers, etc.  Of  six  such  delegations  which  have  visited  the  U.S.S.R. 
since  1955,  almost  all  have  had  varying  promises  made  to  them: 

A.  That  a  nev^spaper  would  soon  be  re-started. 

Bo  Ti^at  a  Yiddish  Theatre  would  be  revived, 

C.  That  a  Yiddish  Almanac  would  be  issues,  and  book  publications 
resumed, 

3o  far,  these  have  remained  promises;  it  is  urgent  and  high  time  they 
were  turred  into  rea^rlty.  Let  us  remove  this  weapon  from  the  hands  of 
the  enemies  of  the  SSviet  Union  and  of  socialism.  Let  us  counter  the  per- 
nicious Zionist  and  reactionary  propaganda  by  reaffirming  our  belief  in 
socialism  as  a  final  solution  to  the  Jewish  question,  and  let  us  make  it 
once  again  "the  dcmlnant  trend  among  the  Jewish  workers  and  many  of  the 
middle  class'«o 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  30 

List  of  delegates  to  the  17th  National  Convention  of  the  Communist  Party 
who  were  delegates  from  the  Northern  District  of  the  Communist  Party  of 
California : 

Mickey  Lima  Ralph  Izard  Saul  Wachter 

Roscoe  Proctor  Joseph  Figueiredo  Douglas  Wachter 

Archie  Brown  Al  Richmond  Juanita  Wheeler 

Leibel  Bergman — paid  his  own  expenses  and  attended  convention.  He  was 
not  considered  a  delegate. 
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COMMITTEE  EXHIBIT  NO.  31 


The  National  Ck)mmittee  of  the  Coi 
elected  as  delegates-at-large  and  35  fro 

The  following  are  the  25  delegates-at 
James  Allen,  New  York 
Herbert  Aptheker,  New  York 
Philip  Bart,  New  York 
Erik  Bert.  New  York 
Jesus  Colon,  New  York 
Benjamin  Davis.  New  York 
Eugene  Dennis,  New  York 
Elizabeth  Flymi.  Xcw  York 
Simon  Gerson,  Xcw  York 
Gus  Hall.  New  York 
Clarence  Hathnway,  Minnesota 
James  Jackson.  New  York 
Arnold  Johnson.  New  York 

Helen  Allisf)n 


iiiunist  Party  consisting  of  (50  people,  25 


e  r.ightfoot.  Illinois 
.nnier.  New  York 
.MoAdory,  New  York 
Uevcrs.  M.irvlan.i  and  District 
iiijihia 

I,.  l';iiiei-s(in,  New  York 

•rrv,  sdUllMTn  California 

oinsh,  Xrw  York 

hiocn,  Illinois 

11. .11(1,  northern  California 

1-  li:iniel  Knbin,  eastern  Penn- 

i.i  .ind  Delaware 

.i.  liel,  New  York 


The  following  are  the  members  elected  by  the  various  districts: 


NEW  YORK  DISTRICT 


William  Albertson 
Michael  Crenovieh 
Miriam  Friedlander 
Betty  Gannett 
Paul  Robeson,  Jr. 
Nathan  Ro.senbluth 
James  Tormey 
Louis  Weinstock 


INDIANA  DISTRICT 

Emanuel  Blum 

MINNESOTA  DISTRICT 

Sam  Davis 

WASHINGTON  DISTRICT 

Burt  Nelson 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 

Benjamin  Dobbs 
Dorothy  Healey 
Charlene  Mitchell 

rLLINOIS  DISTRICT 

Florence  Hall 
Sam  Kushner 
Claude  Lightfoot 
James  West 


OHIO  DISTRICT 


WISCONSIN  DISTRICT 

Fred  Blair 


SOUTH  DISTRICT 

Louis  Bumham  (deoea.sed) 
Hunter  Pittas  O  Dell 
John  Stanford 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 

Mickey  Lima 


NEW  JERSEY  DISTRICT 

Patrick  Toohey 
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PRUSSION  EXHIBIT  NO.  1 


INITUL  REPCBT  ON  BASIC  PROGRAM 
(Report  of  James  S.  Allen  for  the  Initiating  Committee  on  Program  to  the  NEC, 
May  9,  1958) 

In  this  initial  report  your  Ad  Hoc  Conraittee  is  not  presenting  you  with  an  outline 
for  a  program,  nor  with  component  parts  of  a  draft  program.    Later  in  the  report 
we  will  have  saae  suggestions  on  how  to  proceed  with  a  systematic  e^camination 
of  the  many  problems  that  must  be  considered  in  preparing  a  draft. 

The  main  problem  of  the  program  is  to  make  the  Socialist  perspective  meaningful 
in  American  terms,  to  ocnbine  Marxist-Leninist  theory  with  American  reality. 
The  problem  is  not  new.    Neither  the  C.  P.  nor  any  of  the  preceding  socialist 
organisations  ever  had  a  completely  worked  out  written  basic  program.    But  frcm 
the  earliest  pioneer  socialist  groups  to  the  present  time,  American  Marxists 
have  grappled  with  the  problem  of  how  to  open  the  road  to  Socialism  in  the  United 
States.    Nothing  ever  stands  still  —  neither  the  theory  nor  the  American  and 
world  reality.    Thus,  while  the  problem  itself  is  not  new,  it  constantly  presents 
itself  in  a  new  setting* 

The  tempo  of  world  change  ~  of  the  transition  to  socialism  and  decline  of  Im- 
perialism ~  makes  it  imperative  for  us,  if  we  ore  to  fully  revive  the  Party  and 
set  it  on  its  proper  course,  to  tackle  this  problem  with  vigor. 

In  pondering  the  question  of  how  and  where  to  begin  a  systematic  work  of  prepara- 
tion, of  how  to  find  a  start  this  time  that  will  carry  through  to  a  successful 
conclusion,  your  oommittee  thought  it  appropriate  to  re-examine  some  of  the 
basic  concepts  about  the  transition  to  socialism  in  the  now  world  rottion  of 
forces.    It  may  seom  at  first  that  we  are  going  ovor  old  ground,  instead  of 
tackling  the  down-to-earth  quastiona  and  estimates  of  present  devclopmonts  upon 
v^ich  the  socialist  perspective  must  be  erected.    But  it  is  our  fooling,  confirmed 
by  the  failure  of  our  previous  efforts  to  launch  the  program  proparations,  that 
there  would  be  little  chance  for  success  in  this  new  effort  unless  wo  \rore  able 
to  establish  fran  the  outset  a  unified  view,  or  at  least  a  community  of  think- 
ing, with  respect  to  the  central  concepts  of  the  road  to  socialism  in  the  present 
world  context.    This  is  neoossajry  because  the  re- examination  of  some  of  the  basio 
Marxist-Leninist  oonoopta  in  the  light  of  the  new  exporionoos  of  the  past  dooade 
has  lod  to  a  certain  disorientation  among  us.    Thoro  havo  arisen  distorted  and 
one-sided  interpretations,  either  of  a  revisionist  or  dogmatic  character.  Wo 
have  had  plenty  of  trouble  on  both  sides,  and  wo  are  still  trying  to  gain  clarity 
on  many  questions  affooting  current  policy  as  well  as  long-range  perspoctivo. 
But  in  order  to  arrive  at  correct  positions,  we  must  strive  consciously  to  got 
rid  of  remnants  of  revisionist  thinking,  without  falling  into  dognatic  positions 
or  closing  the  door  to  fresh  and  exploratory  thinking  about  our  problems.  Wo 
should  approach  the  tasks  of  the  program  with  a  view  to  unifying  the  Rirty  on 
the  basis  of  clear,  unequivocal  ond  precise  positions. 

Vith  this  in  mind,  we  propose  to  examine  now  sane  of  the  key  concepts  that  must 
enter  into  program,  namelyi  (l)  the  concept  of  our  road  to  socialism,  (2)  the 
eoiioept  of  peaceful  transition,  and  (3)  the  concept  of  transitional  government. 

We  take'  as  oup  starting  point  the  now  relation  of  world  forces  in  favor  of 
sociallam,  ^he  consequent  new  possibilities  for  transition  to  socialism  in  a 
period  characterized  by  sharp  competition  between  the  two  world  social  systems, 
and  the  strengthening  of  the  world  peace  forces.    We  also  discuss  these  basio 
concepts  within  the  framework  of  the  new  possibility  for  extended  peaceful  co- 
existence, which  derives  from  the  relation  of  forces  to  irtiich  I  have  referred. 
(It  is  planned  to  prepare  a  separate  discussion  on  the  world  role  of  American 
imperialism  and  the  struggle  for  peace,  with  special  emphasis  upon  the  new 
problems  of  foreign  policy  arising  in  the  present  period.) 

To  seme  it  may  appear  that  the  issue  of  socialism  for  this  country  is  too  remote 
to  require  extended  discussion.  But  the  issue  no  longer  can  be  considered  "long 
range"  in  the  old  sense.  One  billion  people  now  live  in  Socialist  countries, 
while  other  vast  sectors  of  humanity  are  about  to  open  the  road  to  socialism  in 
their  countries  in  the  process  of  current  development.  This  alone  requires  that 
the  American  people,  particularly  the  working  class,  gain  a  better  understanding 
of  what  soolaliam  means,  in  ord«r  to  overcome  the  "cold  war"  propa^mda  and  to 
fight  efffiotively  for  peace. 
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Furtheraore,  the  fleht  for  extended  peaoeful  eoezlsteKoe  takes  plaoe  wlthlB 
the  framework  of  sharp  ocBpetltion  between  the  two  world  aystejM,  In  »fcioh 
BOolallsB  as  a  system  of  sooiety  la  showing  Its  superiorly  In  many  baalo  re» 
speots.    The  la^aot  of  this  upon  the  American  people  will  grow,  as  soolallat 
suooesses  oontlnuo  and  as  the  general  orlsls  of  our  sooiety  beoomes  deeper.. 
Already  the  impaot  of  this  ocmpetltlon  Is  felt  with  respect  to  many  domestlo 
Issues,  such  as  unemployment,  rate  of  eoonomlo  ^owth,  health,  education,  and 
science,    A  new  standard  of  measurement  has  arisent    How  far  are  we  behind,  how 
far  ahead,  of  the  Soviet  Onion  on  this  or  that  question.    In  the  eold  war 
propaganda,  this  is  presented  negatively,  as  a  threat  to  the  country.    But  the 
challenge  of  socialism  has  great  positive  potentials  for  our  country,  once  the 
people  begin  to  understand  that  here  too  socialism  Is  required  for  the  well- 
being  and  survival  of  the  nation.    As  long  as  we  remain  capitalist,  we  cannot 
be  successful  In  the  peaceful  oanpetition  of  the  two  systems,    Oir  country  will 
have  to  take  the  road  to  socialism  la  order  to  compete  successfully,  so  that  It 
can  make  its  full  and  proper  contribution  to  progress.  In  a  world  at  peaoe« 

I.    CONCEPT  OF  raE  ROAD  TO  SOCIALISM 

Need  for  A  Definition  ef  our  Goal 

The  experience  of  the  postwar  years  has  shown  a  great  diversity  among  various 
countries  on  the  road  to  soclalian.    Much  Is  to  be  learned  froD  a  study  of  thl* 
rloh  hlstorioal  experience,  for  it  provides  many  Insights  into  the  process  of 
historical  change.    For  one  thing,  it  has  shown  that  each  country  finds  the 
road  to  socialism  In  its  cwn  way,  in  accordance  with  its  national  oharacter« 
Istlcs,  traditions,  and  Institutions.    The  oonoept  *our  road  to  sooialisa* 
challenges  us  to  get  down  to  a  basic  examination  of  the  concrete  American 
reality  to  a  degree  we  have  never  before  attempted. 

When  we  speak  of  "our  road  to  socialism"  we  must  have  clearly  in  mind  the  goal 
toward  which  we  strive.    For  amidst  all  the  variety  and  nultlplioity  of  form, 
socialism  as  a  system  of  sooiety  has  an  essence  which  distinguishes  it  from 
capitalism,    What,  after  all,  is  meant  by  soolalignT    The  question  must  be 
answered  clearly,  if  we  are  to  chart  the  road  in  the  proper  dircotion. 

It  is  all  the  mere  lBf>orteLnt  to  provide  a  clear  answer  because,  under  the 
petus  of  the  new  world  changes  and  under  the  Impact  of  the  suooesses  of  the 
Socialist  world,  socialism  is  earning  more  and  more  under  discussion  In  this 
country.    All  kinds  of  concepts  are  being  brought  forth.    For  example.  In  th« 
reoently  published  sympositin.  Toward  a  Socialist  America,  which  contains  son* 
exoellent  contributions  and  which  is  an  loportant  refleotlon  of  the  new  liv> 
terest  In  socialism,  there  is,  however,  a  preponderance  of  evolutionary  and 
refomist  approaches*    Many  of  these  were  ooBnon  to  our  Old  Socialist  movameot 
before  World  War  I,  lAiile  others  can  be  classed  with  the  "now  phase*  refomlsa, 
modelled  after  John  Strachey, 

Fest-Qfflce  socialism,  munloipal  soolalisn,  public  ownership  or  public  author- 
Ity  soolalism.  Christian  or  moral  socialism,  socialism  by  constitutional  law, 
as  well  as  the  newer  versions  of  capitalism  growing  into  socialism,  arc  to  b« 
found  here*    Ho  doubt,  this  Is  a  faithful  reflection  of  the  thinking  among 
sooiallst<«lnded  people  in  this  oountry,  with  whom  Cammuilsts  should  seek  united 
aotlon  on  many  questions  deeplte  Ideological  differences. 

Many  of  these  views  of  what  soola.llam  means  find  a  oprteln  support  in  a  rath«r 
loose  or  misleading  intorpretation  of  the  new  Connunist  approach  in  the  present 
period.  Biey  are  encouraged  particularly  by  the  "new"  revisionism  which  Inter- 
prets "our  road  to  socialism*  to  mean  a  road  different  in  essentials  from  all 
other  roads  to  soolalism,  so  unique  beeause  of  peculiar  American  conditions  aa 
to  lead  off  in  aiy  which  way,  ending  up  In  som  nebulous  form  of  mixed  sooiety 
hardly  reoognisable  In  soeiallst  tenia.  Theirs  has  been  a  eonplvtely  mislead* 
lag  tad  distorted  versJiou  of  the  perspeotlvB^  «(Mnned  up  b/-  tite  nem  mrld  o)MU\<a*, 
iritifih  wero  siaBimrisad  at  the  20feh.  CongrMs. 
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D«f  tuition  by  OthT  fttrtlet 

Sm  ida&  of  th*  *road  to  •o«l«li«m"  ma  dlaouBasd  at  the  20th  Congress  under 
tho  hMd  at  "Vons  of  transition  to  Sooialian  in  Dlffersnt  Countries,"  Note, 
ttet  this  HM  B0t  %  di«ou«iion  of  different  roadi  to  aoolallam,  .  It  me  a  dii- 
euttion  of  R  wlaty  of  foriM  of  tranjltlou  in  different  oountrlee,  depending 
vpoa  thoir  ■peoifie  ofaaraotoristioa*    ?lbat  they  referred  to  ware  the  different 
Mtys  in  iihieh  tho  woriciag  olaas  ima  able  to  win  atate  power,  the  variety  In 
tho  farm  of  the  dietatorahip  of  tho  proletariat,  and  the  different  tenpo  at 
wfaioh  the  aooialiat  trana formation  of  aooiety  say  be  oarried  out  in  the  vorioua 
branohea  of  tho  aooneny*   Aa  a  result  of  the  radioal  ohangea  in  the  world  arena, 
the  20th  Congress  saw  now  prospeota  for  sooialin  and  also  the  probability  that 
M  sooialisa  gained  in  various  oountrles  there  would  arise  even  laore  fonaa  of 
transition*  in  f&et,  a  great  aultiplioity  of  fonis* 

Ikaplleit  in  this  disoussion  is  the  idea  that  tho  basio  features  of  the  road  to 
sooialian  and  of  aooialisn  as  a  syatai  of  society  are  sisiilar,  although  the 
forms  vary  greatly.    Shis  was  brought  out  ezplioity  by  various  partioipanta  at 
the  Congress*  and  by  other  parties^  notably  the  Chinese,  after  the  Congress* 
lha  emphasis  upon  multiplioity  of  fona,  however^  direeted  attention  to  the  new 
paths  opened  up  by  the  shift  in  world  relations.    It  was  needed  to  unfreeae 
fixed  and  depaatio  positions,  and  to  remove  subjeotive  obstaoles  to  the  freer 
develop&ent  of  oreative  socialist  forees  averyrritere.    There  had  to  be  a  break 
with  the  old  rigidity,  formalin  and  doetrinairiam  if  the  new  opportunitiea  for 
aidvanoes  to  seoiallsm,  presented  by  the  turn  in  the  world  situation,  were  to 
be  realised* 

After  thm  20th  Congress,  events  like  the  Polish  orisis  and  the  oounter-r evolu- 
tionary attempt  in  Hungary  ealled  for  further  assessment,  portioularly  of  the 
relationship  between  the  oomnon  sooialist  road  and  what  was  different  in  the 
read  to  sooialism  for  various  oountries,  for  a  more  ezplloit   statement  of  this 
relationship*    The  break  with  dogmatism  and  all  manner  of  meohanloal  transfer- 
eaoe  of  forms  and  t«mpos  fron  one  oountry  to  another  oould  not  bo  permitted  to 
serve  as  ground  for  the  rise  of  revisionism,  and  thus  faoilitate  the  work  of 
world  reaotion* 

In  this  respeet,  the  Chinese  Party,  whioh  has  operated  within  the  greatest  di- 
versity of  fom  and  has  added  nuoh  that  is  new  and  unique  to  Uarziam-Leninism, 
■ode  a  major  oontributlon  in  its  estimates  of  the  experienoes  of  the  diotator- 
shlp  of  the  proletariat  since  its  inoeption*    Limiting  ourselves  to  the  question 
that  oonoerns  us  at  the  mement,  the  Chinese  formulated  what  they  considered  to 
be  the  oommon  road  to  aooialiam,  the  basio  features  of  this  transformation, 
snldst  all  the  variety  of  the  actual  historical  experience.    They  developed  the 
dialeotios  of  the  relation  between  the  conmon  road  and  the  concrete  national 
oharaoteristlos,  whioh  they  showed  to  be  a  dynamic  relationship,  conditioned 
by  both  the  world  relation  of  foroes  and  internal  class  relations  as  they  were 
developing* 

These  concepts*  shared  by  other  parties  as  well,  were  given  a  oamnon  expression 
la  the  IZmTKTty  Deolaration  of  last  November,  whioh  was  drawn  up  in  oonsulta- 
tlen  with  over  60  parties  in  noiwsooialist  lands.   We  riust  reject  the  idea  that 
this  deolaration  is  a  revision  of  the  baAio  approach  of  the  20th  Congress  on 
foras  of  transition  to  socialism.   VThat  it  does  is  to  state  more  explicitly  the 
relation  betw^n  the  ecoBon  road  and  the  different  forma,  and  in  doing  this  the 
Deolaration  sets  up  safeguards  against  a  reformist  and  revisienlet  interpreta- 
tion of  the  new  position  of  the  world  Coeimnnist  movsnsnt.    That  la  why  Gates, 
among  others,  claimed  the  Declaration  was  a  stop  backward  from  the  20th  Congress. 

The  oonorete  path  was  defined  in  tonns  of  the  universal  truths  or  basio  laws 
to  be  observed  in  *all  oountries  embarking  on  a  socialist  course,*  no  matter 
how  greatly  varied  the  national  ehorooteriatioa.    The  12-Farty  auBsnation  of 
the  basio  laws  amounts  to  a  definition  of  socialism  as  it  baa  developed  and  as 
it  is  growing  In  the  present-day  wcrld, 

ftm  saqierienae  of  existing*  living  sooialism  should  serve  as  an  exoellsnt  basis 
for  our  definition  of  sooiali«a*  properly  seen  in  terms  of  our  needs  and  eoi^i- 
tlo«»«  "We  sr*not-«nong  those  oouatriaa -Mobaxicing  'OCk  a  soeioliat  oourse,  but  are 
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at  •  praliMinary  »tm%*  of  drralofBant*    Tet,  In  aeelclBg  to  chart  our  ro»d  to 
•oelAllom,  *•  «ro  In  a  auoh  bettar  ponlUw  than  tha  Ifcrxiata  In  the  aerlod 
before  the  (treat  Buaelan  Hp*^'!"*^^       »i^^^nh  plonasred  the  roAd,  or  than  w  sue 
before  World  War  II,  befocA  a  mmbtf  of  oountriea  taolc  that  road.   We  can  define 
the  aoolallet  goal  on  the  baala  of  a  broad  range  of  experienoe  In  various 
ooxmtriea,    Biat  goal  Is  not  the  speolfio  form  of  soolallsm  as  developed, 
aooordlng  to  their  oouditiona  and  needs ,  in  the  Soviet  Ibiion,  China,  tr  any 
other  Booialiat  oountry.    The  aoolallet  goal  has  to  be  defined  In  terms  of  the 
essential  oharaoterletios  of  socialist  society  as  it  has  developed  amidst  a 
great  variety  of  experience.    If  future  events  reveal  new  ele«nentB  or  vorlatlona 
la  substance  of  the  old,  there  will  be  time  enough  to  take  then  into  account. 

Toward  our  Definition  of  Sooiallaa 

For  purposes  of  our  pro^aa,  tha  essential  eleoMnts  of  a  definition  of  soclaliaB 
aa  a  syatea  of  aoeiety  should  inoludei 

1}    A  govermeot  led  by  tha  working  eUss  which  is  guided  by  a  Uarxlst-Lenlaiat 
party,  with  the  participation  In  gorerment  of  the  Negro  people,  the  farBers  and 
the  Tarious  middle  classes  --  truly  a  goveraaent  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
and  for  the  people* 

2)    Public  ownership  of  the  basic  means  of  production  and  the  end  of  class  ax. 
ploltation,  making  possible  produotion  for  use  instead  of  for  profit. 

5)  Public,  social  planning  for  full  utUiaatlon  of  our  resources  and  produotlva 
fcroes  for  the  welfare  of  the  people* 

4)  Developneiit  of  the  fullest  econonlo  and  political  denooraoy  for  the  people, 
while  aafeguardlng  soelallat  sooiety  against  obstruction  and  sabotage  by  unreooD* 
atrueted  capitalists, 

6)  Abolition  of  all  forms  of  oppression  and  discrimination  against  the  Regro 
people  and  natlond  minority  groups  within  the  country,  outlawing  of  all  acts 
of  race  prejudice  and  antl-8mitlsm,  and  the  abolition  of  all  exploitation  and 
national  repression  of  other  nations  whether  as  ooloniee  or  as  otherwise  depen> 
deat  countries* 

6)    Working-class  Internet lonalimn  la  the  Interests  of  permanent  world  peaoe, 
mutual  aid  in  socialist  develoinent,  and  special  aid  to  countries  formerly 
exploited  by  0,8*  monopoly* 

Die  first  element  ->  a  werking«elasa  govanmaat  or,  in  Marxist  terminology,  a 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  —  is  the  Indlspenaable  prerequisite  for  a  social* 
lat  transformation.    Instead  of  a  govermient  led  by  the  capitalists,  a  govern- 
ment led  by  the  workers}  this  is  the  diet  loot  ivo  political  characteristic  of  tha 
ehange«over  from  oapltallsn  to  aoolalism,    Bils  is  the  essence  of  the  change  in 
state  power,  quite  apart  frcD  the  form  of  auoh  a  govornBent,  which  In  our  coun- 
try wttld  have  the  characteriatioa  of  our  national  developaient  and  political 
institutlona* 

S]q>erlenoe  haa  also  shoim  that  for  the  woriclng  claas  to  play  this  liberating 
role  and  lead  the  nation  it  needs  a  vanguard  party,  which  knows  how  t  o  use 
Marxist-Leninist  principles  to  attain  the  historic  objective.    This  is  quite 
apart  fron  the  poasibility  that  there  may  be  other  political  parties  participat- 
ing in  such  a  govenaaent,  which  represent  the  interests  of  specific  classes  and 
strata,  or  even  a  political  party  of  anti-monopoly  coalition* 

Ihls  first  element  has  proved  to  be  the  main  distinguishing  mark  between  the 
position  of  revolutionary  Ifarxism  and  reformism,  in  its  various  expreasicns, 
lyadltlonally.  Social. Democracy  has  rejected  the  idea  of  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat*    Evolutionary  soelaliats,  in  this  country  and  elaewhere, have  viewed 
the  bourgeols-dcBocratio  atate  as  the  medl\n  through  irttloh  socialism  oan  be 
legislated,  frcn  above*    As  we  shall  see  later,  revolutionary  Marxists  Imve 
modified  their  view  on  how  the  state  la  to  be  tranaformed  to  aerve  soclaliam, 
but  this  modification  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  reformist  concept  of  the 
atato  as  an  Inatltutlon  above  aoolety*    Tha  new-phaae  revialonlam  dm  lea  the 
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vkliUty  of  th*  dlotktorahip  of  tho  proletariat  in  any  form,  ■•ea  no  ua«  for 
*  Tonsuard  party,  and  loes  looiallsn  as  a  higher,  democratlo  phaie  of  taste  kind 
of  organised  oapltallam* 

The  second  element  expreaaea  the  essential  ohonce  In  the  structure  of  society 
that  la  brought  about  by  aoolallam*    The  speed  and  the  extent  of  such  a  ohaa^e 
In  atruoture  la  a  variable  factor,  depending  upon  the  apeolflo  oorrelatlon  of 
foroes,    Stoall«aoale  production  on  a  private  ownership  basis,  small  business 
in  trade  and  aerrloea,  and  privately  orned  family-aiced  farms,  for  example, 
Biay  oontlnue  for  acne  tiae  after  the  nationalisation  of  the  big  monopolies  by 
a  aoolallat  governaent.    In  fact,  the  way  things  are  in  this  country,  socialiaa 
can  reaoue  the  middle  strata  frcn  aure  obliteration  by  monopoly,  and  offer  them 
a  long  period  of  adjustment  and  gradual,  step-by-step  socialist  tranaformatlon. 
China  provides  a  valuable  lesson  in  this  respect* 

Here  again  we  should  distinguish  between  public  cKmership  in  the  reformist  oo2>> 
oeptlon  and  real  socialist  collective  ownership*    In  this  country,  we  have  many 
foins  of  municipal  ownership  of  public  utilities  and  also  Federal  ownership  of 
power  dans,  arsenals,  and  the  atonic  energy  Industry.    In  the  reformist  concep- 
tion, these  are  already  elements  of  socialism  which  will  mature  into  full 
aoelallsm*   Aooording  to  this  idea,  no  class  struggle  is  essential,  no  vanguard 
party,  no  change  In  the  state.    Every  new  goveriment  intervention  in  the 
eeonony,  as  In  the  regulation  of  utility  rates  or  the  rate  of  interest  or  in 
priee  fixing.  Is  greeted  as  still  another  element  of  socialism,  bringing  ovor 
oloser  the  inevitable  growing  out  of  socialism  from  capitalism.   All  these  forma 
of  goverment  intervention  In  the  eoonooy  serve  the  interests  of  monopoly, 
whether  they  appear  as  concessions  to  the  popular  forees  or  as  direct  give-aways 
of  national  resources  to  the  corporations,  as  long  as  monopoly  is  able  to  control 
the  goverment  without  let  or  hindrance.    Only  a  working  class  government  can 
assure  the  permanent  utilisation  of  resources  for  the  people. 

JLnother  trend  Is  today  arising  among  reformists  and  aocial-demoorats.    In  the 
name  of  liberty  and  free  eoonoeiio  activity,  they  are  retreating  from  their  trade- 
tlonal  demand  for  publlo  ownership,  even  in  its  accustomed  evolutionary  garb. 
The  British  labor  Party  took  this  backward  step  when  it  retreated  frcm  the 
natlonalizr\tion  demand  at  its  recent  Congress,  and  the  Austrian  and  West  Gorman 
Soclal-Demoorats  have  just  followed  suit.    This  may  be  a  way  to  seek  the  good 
graces  of  Amorloaa  monopoly  and  Its  State  Department,  but  it  is  a  sure  way  to 
widen  the  gap  even  further  between  the  Right-wing  Social-Democrats  and  the 
working  class.    We  do  not  dismiss  the  fight  for  various  forms  of  public  owner- 
ship and  governaent  controls,  but  under  specific  conditions  In  response  to  the 
needs  and  struggles  of  the  masses,  about  which  more  later. 

The  third  element  —  social  planning  —  stresses  the  fact  that  for  the  first 
time  in  our  country  it  will  be  possible  for  society  to  control  economic  forces 
instead  of  being  controlled  by  them.    Soolalisn  is  a  full-employment  society. 

Reformists  point  to  certain  elements  of  planning  which  undoubtedly  do  exist 
under  capitalism,  especially  within  our  highly  co-ordinated  monopoly  structure, 
to  sustain  their  evolutionary,  '^at^ottioe^  oonoept  of  socialism.    But  the 
essential  characteristic  of  oapitali«n  is  its  anarchy,  the  sharp  eontradietions 
which  generate  economic  crises  and  the  danger  of  war  and  make  impossible  the 
rational  utilization  of  soience  and  technology.    This  is  no\*oro  more  apparent 
than  in  our  coimtry  of  great  know-how,  mastery  of  technique,  high  level  of  labor 
skills,  and  gigantic  productive  plant.    At  this  level,  planning  by  a  socialist 
government  can  do  away  with  poverty,  unemployment,  the  great  gap  in  incoae  dis- 
tribution, depressed  and  underdeveloped  areas  almost  overnight. 

The  fourth  element  of  our  definition  emphasises  that  the  limited  democracy  won 
under  capitalism  by  the  struggles  of  the  people  throughout  our  history  will  be 
expanded  and  deepened  to  include,  for  the  first  time,  real  eoonaaio  democracy 
and  people's  goveransnt  on  a  scale  never  had  here  before.    At  the  same  time,  we 
•wouJd  be  Ignoring  the  lesaons  of  history  if  we  did  not  allow  for  the  necessary 
function  of  safeguarding  soolallst  society  from  counter-revolutionary  attempts. 
To  what  extent  such  functions  will  be  brought  to  bear  will  depend  upon  the  overt 
actions  of  the  capitalists  themselves,  upon  their  sulmiaslaa  to  the  popular  will 
and  th»  vardlot  of  our  historical  doveloment,    Tte  have  no  way  of  knowing  uador 


2390    COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT 


what  conditions  a  sooiallst  governnent  will  op«rate  in  this  oountry.  However, 
our  program  must  build  upon  the  democrat lo  gains  already  won.    Those  demooratlo 
guarantees  which  have  proved  their  worth  in  ovi-  hictory  fhould  be  retained  and 
strengthened  under  socialist  democracy  —  rn.-h  qs  habeas  corpus,  Jury  trial, 
right  to  strike,  etc.    Our  progr'-jrj  w-^i  1  h.ve  to  develop  the  concept  of  sooiallst 
democracy  in  all  its  aspects  to  shew  thit  in  esrence  the  people  replace  the  rloh 
In  governing  the  oo'ontry,  in  t)ie  work  of  local  and  stato  governments,  ^Ji  all  th« 
mass  media  of  culture,  and  in  the  mar^gement  of  industry. 

For  the  present,  we  will  not  discuss  further  points  5  and  6,  vh  loh  obviously 
are  necessary  elemento  of  the  definition,  Those, a  a  well  as  the  other  elements 
nentioned,  will  have  to  bo  explored  in  depth  as  work  on  the  program  proooods. 
We  havo  not  attempted  to  glvo  a  final  definition,  but  only  the  aloraenba  that 
soem  indispensable,  Thoy  can  no  doubt  be  improved.  In  oonoopt  as  well  as  In 
formulation. 

All  these  elements,  takon  together  and  developed  over  a  more  or  less  extended 
period  after  the  shift  to  working-class  power,  constitute  tho  ossor.tlal  require- 
ments of  socialist  society  as  we  kno\T  it,  and,  a^s  _f  or  aa  we  now  know,  W3uld 
find  expression  also  in  sooialisi;  under  American  "condTtions,    Any  of  theso 
elements  taken  singly  docs  not  constitute  socialism.    For  oxamplo,  ivithout 
worklng-olass  and  peoples'  government,  pr.blio  ownership  and  rtate  controls  over 
production  could  operate  in  favor  of  monopoly.    And  it  is  inconcoivablo  that 
a  Boolaliat  govornmont  could  bo  gained  in  this  couatry  *ri.thou'!;  tho  alliance 
vlth  the  working  class  of  the  Nogro  people,  the  farmors,  and  all  the  middle 
sectors  opposed  to  monopoly  —  on  alliance  which  would  bo  expressed  in  the 
Socialist  government  itself. 

The  Inadequacy  of  maiy  of  the  definitions  of  socialism  now  current  stems  frcm 
their  emphasis  upon  one'  or  moro  separate  elecionts  of  socialist  society,  without 
soelng  the  developnent  as  a  whole.    This  Is  tho  fault,  for  oxamplo,  with  the 
definition  of  socialism  given  in  tho  credo  of  tho  Monthly  Roviow,  which  sees 
only  two  fundamental  character ieticB r    ""first,  public  crwnorehip  of  tho  deolslTS 
sectors  of  tho  oconony,  and  second,  comprohensivo  planning  of  production  for 
the  benefit  of  tho  producers  thcmsolvos,"    It  night  be  sold  that  once  those  war* 
obtained,  the  other  socialist  elomonto  would  follow;  but  It  ij  precisely  In 
obtaining  these  that  the  worklng-olass  government  is  dooisivo,  Purthormoro, 
the  basic  shift  in  state  power  cannot  be  achieved  without  tho  atratoglo  alllanoe 
between  the  working  o'}abb  and  all  anti-mofiopoly  sectors,  tdiioh  must  be  built  up 
during  the  entire  preceding  period.    It  is  often  tho  failure  to  caaprohond  this 
that  accounts  for  tho  remotenoss  of  some  Sooiallst  groupings  in  this  country 
frcm  tho  actual  class  struggle, 

Bms,  it  Is  necessary  to  have  a  ccmprehenslve  definition  of  what  wo  mean  by 
soolalism,  so  that  all  other  positions  now  current  can  bo  e^Tiluatod  properly, 
in  the  intorost  of  clarity  of  disousiion  and  with  a  viewto  convincing  other 
advooatos  of  socialism  that  this  is  the  correct  approach* 

The  Road  is  /jnorlcan 

The  definition  of  our  socialist  goal  is  not  an  abstract  exeroleo  but,  as  we  have 
seen*  Involves  many  questions  of  current  interpretation  »n3  policy.    Our  concept 
of  <l»e  goal  must  of  necessity  also  affect  our  concept  of  tlie  read  wo  want  to 
ohart.    For,  while  defining  the  basic  elements  of  socialism  as  a  syatom  of  soci- 
ety, we  need  to  maintain  and  develop  tho  positive  emphasis  upon  tho  concrete 
eonditicns  of  our  oountry,  thioh  is  so  strongly  impliod  In  the  concept  of  "oiur 
road  to  socialism,"    The  goal,  and  tho  road  to  it,  has  to  bo  seen  in  terms  of 
Amarloan  reality,  within  tho  given  context  of  world  relations. 

Wo  should  understand  that  this  concept  does  not  carry  within  it  the  rejeotion 
of  i^t  Is  oanmon  to  all  roads  to  socialism.    It  rejects  only  the  mechanical 
laltation  of  the  foros  and  methods  that  proved  successful  In  other  ocuntrios, 
instead  of  orltioally  evaluating  their  experiences  In  order  to  learn  frcn  tb«lr 
mistakes  as  well  as  thoir  suocesses  what  may  or  may  not  be  valid  for  us, 

Wa  aust  work  in  the  context  and  the  Idion  of  American  history,  tradition  and 
experlenoo  of  the  class  struggle.    But  doing  this.  In  a  oountry  ti»t  rosmins  tte 
most  powerful  and  expansionist  center  of  world  monopoly  oapitallsm,  wo  should  ba 
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extremely  sensitive  to  the  ooastant  liternal  pressures  diverting  us  frcn  an 
objective  Marxist  assessmsnfc  of  ev3nt!i  and  trendsj,  particularly  the  constant 
pressure  of  opportunism  from  within  the  labor  movement.    This  pressure  inoreasei 
as  monopoly  exerts  itself  to  defend  its  power  positions  and  privilesos  at  home 
and  throughout  the  world,  as  world  imperialism  deojines  am:  world  socialism 
grows,  and  particularly  as  the  internal  crisis^  eoonondo  as  wall  as  political 
and  social,  grows  more  aotrte.    We  nannot  meet  thaae  pressures  effectively  if  we 
fail  to  overcome  dogaatio  or  doctrinaire  attitudeso    Nor,  unless  wa  do  so,  will 
we  be  able  to  provide  the  insights  and  creative  guidsuice  which  are  required  to 
pioneer  the  path  to  socialism  in  a  country  such  as  ourso 

II,    CONCEPT  OF  PEA.CEFDL  TRANSITION 

Since  1948,  our  Party  has  been  advancing  the  idea  of  a  peaceful,  democratic  road 
to  enoialism  for  the  United  States.    It  has  boon  advoouted  in  the  policy  reports 
of  Comrade  Dennis,  In  the  writings  of  Comrade  Poster,  and  in  the  Party  program 
of  1954.    The  latest  official  pronouncement  of  this  perspective  is  contained  in 
tho  preamble  to  Viie  Party  Constitution,  which  was  approved  at  the  16th  National 
Convantiont    "We  advocate  a  peaceful,  democratic  road  to  socialism  through  the 
political  and  economio  struggles  of  tho  American  people  within  the  developing 
constitutional  process." 

We  take  this  as  our  essentia]  starting  point  in  considering  tho  concept  of 
peaceful  transitionc    For  prograaaaatio  purposes,  this  needs  considerable  elab- 
oration.   To  avoid  ambiguities  of  interpretation,  it  is  necessary  to  develop  a 
clear  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  "a  peaceful,  democratic  road,"  by'^jho  political 
and  eoonomio  struggles  of  the  American  people,"  and  by  "the  developing  constitu- 
tiosal  process." 

The  requirements  of  clarity  on  this  question  are  the>;e] 

1)  The  olear-out  affirmation  of  the  working-class  interest,  and  the  interests 
of  the  entire  nation,  in  seeking  to  achievs  the  transition  fran  capitsaism  to 
sooialismf  which  is  a  social  revolution,  by  peaceful  means. 

2)  To  make  clear  the  struggles  required  at  all  times,  beginning  with  the  hero 
and  now,  to  establish  and  safeguard  the  prerequisites  for  a  peaceful  transition. 
This  is  the  most  important  link  between  the  present  phase  of  struggle  and  coning 
phases  along  the  road  to  socialism. 

8)  To  take  fully  into  account  the  disposition  to  violent  resistance  to  ohongo 
which  is  present  in  our  ruling  monopoly  circles  and  their  arrogant  defense  of 
class  privileges,  a  e  shovm  by  our  history  and  by  current  conflicts,  and  therefore 
the  neod  of  the  working  class  and  its  people's  anti-monopoly  allies  to  build  up 
their  cpganizod  mass  strength,  so  that  the  will  of  the  people  shall  bo  realized. 

Seen  in  this  light,  the  concept  of  peaceful  transition  is  dynamic,  a  concept  of 
class  struggles  and  strategic  alliances  aimed  at  monopoly  and  carried  out  in  th« 
Interests  of  the  entire  nation.    In  that  sense,  the  struggle  for  socialism  is 
on  now.    We  cannot  present  the  question  as  if  the  favorable  world  trend  toward, 
socialism  amounts  to  a  guarantee  of  peaceful  transition  as  is  sometirass  done, 
although  this  trend  enhances  the  possibility  of  a  peaceful  transition  in  our 
oountrj',  providing  the  American  people  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity.  There- 
fore, when  we  project  the  perspective  of  a  peaceful  transition,  and  even  present 
this  as  an  historic  aim  and  duty,  we  should  always  begin  with  and  retvirn  to  the 
necessity  of  the  struggle  to  win  and  preserve  the  prerequisites  for  such  a  devel- 
ojment.    The  working  class  and  Its  anti-monopoly  allies,  in  the  process  of  build- 
ing up  their  alliance  and  gaining  the  support  of  the  people  as  a  whole,  will  have 
to  fight  monopoly  in  order  to  keep  open  and  broaden  the  deraooratio  channels 
against  the  constant  trend  by  monopoly  to  regiment  our  society  and  militarixe  the 
state.    Without  such  a  struggle,  the  aim  of  "peaceful  transition"  is  meaninglsesi 
moreover,  it  may  becojns  deceptive. 

Khat  is  of  particular  importance  here  and  now  is  to  guard  against  a  sloganiced 
oonoept  of  "peaceful  transition"  that  ignores  its  revolutionary  content,  oad  1m 
the  effect  of  stifling  the  will  to  struggle  which  is  so  precious  to  the  working 
class  and  a  worklng-olasa  vanguard  party.    Peaceful  transition  is  a  rcvolutionar7 
process  that  requires  revolutionary  Marxist  leadership,  and  a  fine  fighting 
mottle  on  the  part  of  all  anti-monopoly  forces. 
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Dlseuaslon  of  the  Question  by  other  Parties 

Th<5  develoiment  of  this  question  ty  other  Communist  parties.  In  theory  as  well 
as  in  praotioe,  is  extensive,  and  we  oannot  here  review  the  matter  in  ite 
entirety.    I  will  only  touch  on  certain  aspects  of  the  question  that  may  throw 
some  light  on  our  approaoh« 

At  the  20th  Congress,  the  poBslbillty  of  peaceful  transition  was  seen  a«  arising 
from  the  favorable  world  situation  now  developing  —  that  is,  the  further  growth 
of  socialism  and  the  decline  of  imperialism.    It  was  discussed  In  relation  to 
the  probability  that  new  forms  of  transition  to  socialism  would  make  their 
appearance,  as  more  countries  take  this  path.    And  these  new  forma  of  transition, 
according  to  the  20th  Congress,  because  of  tho  shift  in  the  balance  of  forces 
toward  socialism,  "need  not  be  associated  with  civil  war  under  all  oiroianstanoes." 

The  first  thing  to  note  about  this  approach  Is  that  peaceful  transition  is  not 
placed  as  a  law  of  social  developaent.    Ihat  Is  the  significance  of  treating 
peaceful  transition  in  the  category  of  "form."    The  basic  historic  process  of 
our  epoch  Is  the  transition  to  socialism.    This  may  take  place  in  different 
ways,  peaceful  or  non-peaceful,  depending  upon  the  specific  correlation  of 
forces* 

As  has  alvEtys  been  the  case,  whether  the  transition  is  violent  or  not  depends 
upon  the  methods  used  by  the  ruling  classes  to  resist  necessary  social  change 
and  jverrlde  tho  will  of  the  people.    What  is  new  is  the  correlation  of  forces 
on  a  world  scale  favorable  to  socialism,  national  llboration  froD  Imperialiaa, 
end  peace.    This  relationship  of  forces  sets  up  obstacles  to  Imporiallfft  Inters 
ventlon  against  nations  taking  the  road  to  progress,  while  people's  governments 
are  able  to  count  upon  support  froci  the  socialist  world.    The  froodcm  of  action 
of  Imporiallam  has  boon  seriously  delimited  by  the  riso  of  a  world  systan  of 
socialist  oountrlos,  with  the  Soviet  Union  as  one  of  tho  two  groat  world  powers, 
tho  accelerated  crumbling  of  the  Imperialist  colonial  system,  and  the  deeper 
stage  of  the  general  crisis  of  capitalism.    Accordingly,  If  tho  working  class 
Is  able  to  load  the  people's  forces  for  the  historic  task  It  may  be  possible  in 
a  number  of  countries  to  effootlvoly  forestall  and  provont  violence  from  tho 
exploiting  classes,  and  thus  to  remake  society  without  civil  war. 

In  the  dlsouBsl on  of  now  forms  of  transition  which  may  bo  carrlod  through  with- 
out violence  the  emphasis  is  upon  the  porliomontary  road.    But  this  Is  seen 
within  the  context  of  a  rovolutionary  trana  format  ion  of  society,  as  distinguished 
f^cD  the  reformist  oonoopt  of  this  road.    It  Is  necessary  to  have  this  distinc- 
tion clearly  in  nlivd.  In  view  of  the  disposition  in  some  Loft  cirolos  to  give  a 
reformist  or  neo-revislonlst  reading  to  the  20th  Congress,    Considerable  atten- 
tion was  devotod    there,  as  well  as  in  the  discussion  by  other  parties,  to  this 
distinction,  particularly  as  It  pertains  to  tho  leading  role  of  the  working 
class  and  of  the  vanguard  party,  tho  attitude  to  state  power,  class  struggle  and 
class  alliances,  the  attitude  towards  reform  and  the  maturing  of  socialist  con- 
sciousness.   As  Hikoyan  put  Iti    'It  should  be  remembered  that  revolution  — 
peaceful  or  not  peaceful  •—  will  always  be  revolution,  while  roformism  will 
always  romntn  a  ftniitloss  marking  of  time."    AzkI  Togllattl,  citing  the  record 
of  reformism  during  tho  pest  four  decados,  made  two  points  well  worth  emphasis 
In  his  report  to  the  8th  Congress  of  the  Italian  Partyi 

1)  "It  Is  the  revolutionary  struggle  and  the  victories  won  in  this s truggle  that 
have  opened  a  democratic  way  for  the  advance  toward  socialism," 

2)  "Experience  proved  that  even  to  follow  the  road  of  democratic  legality,  a 
rovolutionary  leadership  Is  necessary," 

Togllattle  made  another  point  to  which  I  should  like  to  call  attention,  since  It 
also  serves  to  infuse  the  concept  of  the  parliamentary  road  with  the  necessary 
dynamism,  class  content  and  militant  elan,  without  iiAloh  it  would  lose  its 
revolutionary  significance.    Be  points  out  that  all  roads  to  socialism  are  demo- 
cratic, even  non-peaceful  roads,  for  they  entail  a  transformation  the  essence  of 
which  Is  economic  and  political  democracy  on  a  scale  nover  experienced  before. 
Is  it  not  true  that  sharp  class  struggles  fought  by  the  workers  for  tholr  domands, 
or  militant  oampalgns  for  Hegro  rights  fought  against  vigilantes  and  White 
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Citizens  Counoilaj  are  demooratio  In  aia  aad  content?   We  see  that  all  demo- 
oratio  struggles  are  not  necessarily  peaceful,  and  we  should  not  seek  to  equate 
the  two»    TTe  should  ntalce  clear,  first,  that  socialism  means  democracy  infused 
with  the  deepest  econoBie  oontent  and  extended  politically  on  the  broadest  scale 
for  the  people*    Secondly,  we  amst  utalce  clear  that  "peaceful  transition"  means 
essentially  the  carrying  through  of  the  socialist  revolution  without  civil  war 
and  within  the  fremework  of  revitalised,  strengthened  and  more  representative 
demooratio  procedures* 

TOiat  kind  of  perspective  was  developed  by  other  Parties,  senie  of  them  inuoh  closer 
to  the  goal,  with  respect  to  the  parllenentary  roadf    This  is  sunmed  up  in  the 
12  Party  Declaration,  whloh  drew  upon  the  extensive  discussion  in  the  Italian, 
Indian  and  other  CcomuniBt  parties  since  the  20th  Congress.    The  prerequisites 
TAXoh  they  consider  have  to  be  fought  for  to  open  such  a  road  and  to  keep  it  open, 
are  as  follows  i 

a)  a  united  working  class,  headed  by  its  vanguard,  which 

b)  leads  a  "popular  front  or  other  workable  forms  of  agreement  and  political 
cooperation  between  the  different  parties  and  public  erganiiatton,"  irtiioh  is 
capable  of 

o)  uniting  the  majority  of  the  people  for  the  winning  of  state  poyrer  without 
civil  war  and  with  the  aim  of  ensuring  public  ownership  of  tho  basic  moans  of 
production,  and  also  providing 

d)  the  working  class  la  able  to  defeat  the  opporttmiat  elements  favoring  oanpro- 
mise  with  the  capitalists* 

Slven  these  prerequisites,  the  working  class  together  with  its  allies  can  open 
the  peaceful  parliamentary  road  to  soolallam  byt 

a)  defeating  the  reactionary  forces, 

b)  secure  a  fim  majority  in  parliament, 

o)    "transform  parliament  from  an  instrument  serving  the  class  interests  of  the 
bourgeoisie  into  an  instrument  serving  the  working  people, 

d)  "launch  a  non-par lleaenbary  mass  struggle,  smash  the  resistance  of  the 
reactionary  forces,  and 

e)  "create  the  neoessax^  condition  for  peaceful  realization  of  socialist 
revolution*" 

Further,  these  conditions  can  be  won  only  by  "broad  and  ceaseless  devolopoeat  of 
the  class  struggle  of  the  workers,  peasant  masses  and  the  urban  middle  strata 
against  big  monopoly  capital,  against  reaction,  for  profound  social  reforms,  for 
peace  and  socialism*" 

It  will  be  «een,  first,  that  they  view  the  possibility  of  realiging  the  peaceful 
parliamentary  road  in  terma  of  working-class  leadership  and  of  the  fullest  invol- 
vement of  all  the  people's  forces  in  the  struggle  against  monopoly,  and  not 
merely  as  a  struggle  within  a  parliamentary  body.    Secondly,  they  allow  for  a 
wide  range  in  the  form  of  political  coalition  and  popular  organization  in  the 
struggle  for  a  parliamentary  majority*    Third,  they  consider  a  hi^h  level  of 
socialist  consciousness  necessary,  as  ii^jlied  in  winning  the  majority  of  the 
people  to  the  aim  of  public  ownership  of  the  basic  means  of  production,  and  tho 
defeat  of  opportunist  oan^cmisers  ^th  capitalism* 

We  should  also  note  the  iaiporfcant  modification  with  respct  to  the  classical 
liarxlst  concept  of  "smashing"  the  former  state  apparatus  as  a  condition  of  the 
transition  to  socialism*    In  the  new  concept,  the  parliamentary  institutions 
are  to  be  retained,  although  not  neo«Eari"ly  without  structural  reform,  but  are  to 
be  transformed  Into  institutions  serving  the  working  people* 
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W0  should  ulae  aot*  thftt  ten*  kii^  of  tru»lti«t»l  gorwrnMiit  •loas  th«  rokA  t« 
•oolalln  is  not  axeludod,  although,  *s  is  only  oorraet,  it  is  not  prssanted  m 
a  neoessity  of  the  stfvuee  toward  soeisllsnu    It  is  iiqillolt  la  tbsir  eoaospt 
of  diffsreat  fonw  oT  poUtioal  ooopwatioa,  and  nay  arlss  in  the  process  of 
winniac  a  parliamentikry  majority^  as  m  shAll  disouss  later* 

Our  Parlisaentary  Hoad 

This  is  neeessarily  »  (eneralieed  statsnait,  including  the  basic  el«ents,  the 
expression  of  vhieh  sad  the  relative  pertinaney  of  eaoh  beinf  different  for 
different  oountries*    In  working  on  our  prograa  wo  haTo  to  keep  in  mind,  first, 
the  present  lorel  aftd  alas  of  the  struggle  within  the  country  for  eoonaaio 
seourlty,  daaeoratlb  rights  and  peace;  and,  second,  the  level  of  political 
matxirlty  of  the  wHclng  class,  not  primarily  in  relation  to  the  level  In  other 
oountries  but  diretftly  In  relation  to  the  general  level  of  political  aaturity 
in  the  country  as  a  whole.    Furtheraore,  we  have  to  examlae  for  ourselvM  the 
particular  traits,  conditions,  traditions,  social  and  polltioal  fontatioBS,  and 
pertinent  peculleo-ltles  of  our  eooncoilo  and  state  structure,  *ioh  aust  enter 
into  our  oonsidemtion  of  a  peaceful  parliegaentary  road« 

It  will  be  neoes»ary  to  devote  a  major  part  of  our  prograsi  preparation  to  an  ea> 
oaination  of  thfl  "developing  constitutional  process,"  having  to  do  with  our 
fonts  of  indepofident  political  action,  the  structure  and  operations  of  the  par^ 
systen  and  go^nneat  fortnatlons,  historic  and  present  trends  in  relations 
asiong  the  tfar«9  branches  of  goverment,  the  relation  of  the  Poderal  govermant 
to  state  geve^ments,  approach  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
struggle  for  Constitutional  refora,  and  oany  other  questions*    We  will  have  to 
draw  lessons  frcn  the  great  labor  struggles,  popular  ontl-monopoly  noveBients  and 
the  fight  for  Hegro  rights  of  the  past,  especially  In  the  recent  period* 

However,  we  ^an  set  dam.  certain  preliminary  ebservationst 

1)  The  parlAaaentary  road  is  a  road  of  mass  struggle,  led  by  the  worldng  class, 
against  mono^ly,  which  starts  frcm  the  present  struggle  against  unemployment, 
reaction  aiyl  the  danger  ef  war,  and  to  whleh  is  opposed  the  program  of  struggls 
for  full  e^loymont,  defense  and  extension  of  Begro  and  donooratlo  rights,  and 
extended  p^oeful  coexistence* 

2)  To  the  extent  that  we  advance  this  struggle,  building  up  the  necessary 
strategic  alliances  between  the  working  class  and  all  the  people's  anti-monopoly 
forces,  to  that  extent  will  we  approach  the  establls>Bent  of  the  prerequisites 
for  a  peaceful  parliamentary  road  to  socialism* 

3}    The  struggle  nay  go  through  a  Bimber  of  stages,  with  correspondlAg  politloal 
formations  related  to  the  maturity  of  the  working  class  and  the  status  of  its 
alliance  with  the  Heero  people  and  the  class  allies* 

4)    To  realise  those  objectives  an  ever  stronger,  wiser,  mass  liarzlst- Leninist 
party  of  the  working  class  is  required,  which  will  unit©  In  Its  ranks  all  beliavt* 
ers  in  socialism* 

III,    THE  COHCEFT  GF  A  ISAXSITIOKAX  GOfVEBJUEBT 

The  concept  of  a  transitional  govarment  is  the  moat  important  theoretical  prdb- 
Ion  of  charting  our  road  to  socialism.    For  scmo  tine  we  have  had  the  Idea  of 
such  a  govermient,  defined  as  an  ai  tl-monopoly  coalition  govornaent,  led  by 
labor,  which  would  operate  «  program  aimed  at  delimiting  the  power  of  monopoly, 
extending  soeial  legislation  on  bohalf  of  labor  and  the  pooplo,  dofonding  and 
broadening  full  Hegro  rights  and  democratic  liberties,  and  safeguarding  peaceful 
ocexistenoe.    This  would  not  be  a  socialist  goveraaent,  but  would  open  tho  way 
to  socialism  and  would  therefore  be  transitional. 

We  should  retain  this  concept,  but  it  neode  to  be  elaborated  further,,  particu> 
larly  with  respect  to  (1)  the  dovelppimnt  of  a  program  for  limiting  the  power  of 
monopoly,  and  (2)  the  nature  of  the  alliances  and  political  formatims  that  are 
required  for  the  attalment  of  euch  a  goverment* 
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Ihe  main  problem  la  to  d«fin«  the  aature  of  suoh  a  go^errmont  In  teras  of  a  eoB» 
tinuous  movement  toward  eooialism.    If  wo  try  to  place  it  in  terms  of  p.  stags 
of  social  developnent,  a  gcvarnment  oorrespondtng  to  some  fona  of  society  in 
between  capitalism  and  socialism,  we  will  make  a  serious  mistaka.    It  is  here 
that  we  tend  to  stumble.    For  the  concept  of  an  intermediate  form  or  stage  of 
society  obscures  the  basic  social  revolution  involved  in  the  transition  fraa 
oapitaliam  to  socialism.    Thereby,  it  also  feeds  various  currents  of  reformist 
and  revisionist  thinking,  according  to  wMoh  the  "postoffioe"  elaaents  of  social- 
ism  will  grow  into  sooialismg 

We  should  view  an  anti-monopoly  people's  government  as  a  high  point  in  the 
political  struggle  for  socialism,  and  not  as  a  stage  of  society.    It  is  the 
ou.lmination  of  a  stage  of  struggle  against  monopoly,  a  struggle  basically  demo- 
oratrlo  in  content,  and  at  the  r,ane  time  opens  the  road  to  socialism,    k';  its 
full  development,  suoh  a  transitional  government  would  be  led  by  the  working 
class,  supported  by  a  powerful  gathering  of  all  its  allies,  which  would  already 
have  socialism  as  their  common  goal,  although  there  might  be  a  number  of 
political  parties  with  programs  of  their  own. 

If  we  view  the  matter  in  this  fashion,  transitional  government  does  not  become 
a  substitute  for  the  struggle  for  socialism,  but  is  a  decisive  step  in  that 
direction*    It  provides  not  a  final  goal  but  a  main  juncture  along  the  parlia- 
mentary road  to  socialism  where  the  workp-ng  class  can  gather  the  people's  forces, 
in  an  advanced  stage  of  readiness,  for  the  transition  to  socialism,  within  our 
established  democratic  procedures,  improved  as  the  people  see  fit.    At  this 
advanced  stage  of  the  struggle  the  people  will  al:  eady  have  ousted  the  monopo- 
lists fl-ow  political  power,  and  themselves  will  have  taken  over  the  government. 
The  govorment  remains  transitional  just  as  long  as  it  may  take,  within  the 
given  relation  of  forces,  for  the  working  class  to  emerge  as  the  leading  govern- 
ing force,  ruling  together  with  its  people's  allies'.    For  then  it  would  be 
ready  to  begin  the  realization  of  socialist  aims. 

This  dcB  s  not  mean  that  a  transitional  government  which  is  ready  to  open  the 
Socialist  road  would  be  reached  directly,  in  one  long  trek.    Or  that  once  there, 
the  leap  ahead  into  socialism  will  necessarily  be  taken  inmediatoly  or  at  top 
speed.    That  -ivill  depend  upon  many  things  that  we  need  not  try  to  imagine  or 
speculate  about. 

Beyond  a  genei*al  perspective  with  respect  to  the  socialist  potential  of  our  coun- 
try, the  program  must  concern  itself  mostly  with  the  preliminary  phases.  There 
may  well  be  a  number  of  way  stations  along  the  road  before  a  fully  developed 
anti-monopoly  coalition  government  is  attained.    Such  advances  may  be  expressed 
politically  in  coalition  governments  of  changing  class  composition,  with  dif- 
ferent array  of  parties,  and  with  a  different  relation  of  class  forces  within 
the  coalition.    Perhaps  there  will  be  a  number  of  anti-monopoly  coalition  govern- 
ments before  the  working  class  emerges  clearly  as  the  leading  force  in  the 
government.    Experiences  somewhat  along  these  lines  wore  seen  in  Spain  before  the 
war,  and  in  France  and  Italy  immediately  after  the  war,  although  the  developaent 
was  set  back  by  Imperialist  pressures  and  intervention, 

■ffe  must  direct  our  attention  to  what  is  required  to  build  up  a  people's  anti- 
monopoly  coalition  on  the  basis  of  the  issues  keenly  felt  by  millions,  and  for 
iriiioh  they  struggle.    We  must  seek  to  work  out  a  program  of  oooncnio  as  well  aa 
political  measures  against  monopoly  which  will  express  the  aims  of  an  anti- 
monopoly  coalitions  led  by  labor.    But  our  approach  to  these  problems  will  he 
effective  only  as  wo  see  them  in  relation  both  to  the  immediate  demands  and  to 
the  perspective  of  our  road  to  socialism.    In  this  respootj  we  must  explore  the 
kind  of  basic  reform  that  can  be  voij  under  capitalist  conditions  and  that  will 
at  the  same  time  strengthen  tho  anti-toonopoly  forces  and  undarmino  and  weaken  the 
powor  of  monopoly. 
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On  Bula  Soolal  Rafora 

A  Similar  perspeotlTe  haa  been  raised  by  a  numbor  of  Communist  Pto-ties,  in  terma 
suiting  their  own  oountries,  and  a  oonsiderabie  debate  haa  token  place  among 
them  on  suoh  questions.    On  another  oocasion  it  may  be  frui-^;ful  to  review  fume 
of  these  debates  —  between  the  French  and  Italians,  for  example,    I  should  also 
point  out  that  not  all  parties  adopt  the  same  perrpeotive  of  the  parliamentary 
road.    The  British  Party,  for  example,  in  its  new  program  does  not  seem  to 
envision  any  trEinsitional  government,  perhaps  oorrectXy  for  Britain  in  view  of 
the  Labor  governments  of  the  past  and  the  hi£;h  level  of  Eooiallst  oonsolousnesa 
in  that  country.    Instead,  they  see  a  labor- Communist  majority  in  Parliament, 
■vith  a  similar  Cabinet,  setting  out  immediately  to  achieve  socialist  aimj. 

Among  the  big  parties  Tiiioh  in  this  period  have  very  seriously  pursued  the  road 
to  flooialism  via  a  transitional  government  are  the  Italian  and  the  Indian.  Wa 
hope  soon  to  have  the  documents  of  the  Indian  Party  Congress  recently  held, 
which  we  will  certainly  need  to  study,  in  view  of  their  electoral  suceeBS  in 
Kerala  and  their  rapidly  Rowing  influence  in  India  as  a  vhole.    For  the  moment, 
let  me  single  out  some  of  the  questions  whioh  have  been  dlsoussed  at  length  by 
the  Italians,  which  should  throw  some  light  on  the  Idnd  of  problems  we  mult 
grapple  with  because  they  are  so  far  advanced  toward  their  goal.    Need]ess  to 
say,  I  am  not  advocating  for  America  the  Italian  Road  to  Sooialism.  However, 
some  of  their  discussions  are  very  suggestive  of  the  line  of  reasoning  we  might 
pursue  in  our  own  way  and  in  the  light  of  our  own  problems. 

The  Italians  propose  a  people's  democratic  government  as  a  transitional  govern- 
ment that  vdll  open  the  road  to  sooialism.    The  component  programmatic  oohtent 
of  this  concept  is  (1)  structural  reform,  and  (2)  democratic  legality.  The 
latter  is  attuned  to  the  speoifio  circumstances  of  the  fight  to  enforce  their 
new  post-Fascist  Constitution,  whioh  was  won  by  the  struggles  of  the  people  in 
the  recent  period,  and  which  Incorporates  important  basic  aoolal  reforms.  In 
this  respect,  our  problem  is  different  in  content  and  fom,  ond  we  will  have  to 
explore  it  along  other  lines. 

I  want  to  direct  attention  to  their  concept  of  "structural  reform,"  for  once  we 
make  duo  allowances  for  the  wide  differences  between  the  oountries  aid  the  level 
of  the  working-class  movements,  the  ideas  involvoa  horo  can  be  usefu}  to  ua. 
What  thoy  mean  by  •structural  reform"  are  the  kinfl  of  basic  social  roforas  that 
might  be  associated  with  a  government  of  anti-mci3  )poly  coalition,  and  tiio  fight 
for  such  a  government,  in  our  country. 

As  the  Italian  Communists  viow  them,  "structural  reforms  are  not  soclallem.  But 

they  reprooent  a  transformation  of  the  eeonctnio  structure  whioh  pavos  the  way 
for  the  advance  toward  socialism."    In  other  words,  the  structural  reforms  Lhoy 
advocate  correspond  to  the  fight  for  a  people' s  domooratic  government  in  Italy, 
and  oonstituto  its  transitional  program. 

Ihey  have  in  mlad  oFsontially  a  general  lemd  reform,  the  ejcpanded  participation 
of  the  workers  in  the  management  of  industry,  and  natlonalieation  or  damo- 
oratio  control  of  the  monopolies. 

In  the  tJtaited  States,  the  only  kind  of  land  reform  that  would  Involve  basic  eoolal 
changes  applies  to  the  plantation  regions  of  the  South,  and  is  tied  in  with  a 
general  democratic  reform  of  the  South  that  vrouZd  raise  the  general  level  of  this 
region  to  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country,    Ve  have  advanced  the  aim  of  complet- 
ing the  democratic  revolution  in  the  South  for  some  time,  particularly  in 
relation  to  the  Negro  freedom  struggle  as  well  as  the  advance  of  the  South  as  a 
region.    This  is  certainly  a  key  part  of  any  program  of  basic  social  reform  that 
we  would  advance  in  connection  with  our  concept  of  the  government  of  an*,  i-nonopoly 
coalition,  and  we  must  pursue  this  question  further  along  our  cm  lines. 

With  reference  to  workers'  participation  in  management  of  industry,  the  Italian 
Party  has  for  some  tinB  advocated  a  trade  union  program  (called  "Labor  Econcny") 
frtvioh  urges  structural  reforms  In  management  of  industry  and  also  in  govern- 
ment control  of  production  that  goes  beyond  the  simple  economic  demands  of  the 
workers.    Here,  too,  I  do  not  T!iean  to  draw  mechanical  parallels.    But,  under  our 
conditions,  it  might  well  be  worth  exploring  the  idea  along  the  lines  of  labor' a 
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laterrentlon  ia  the  pollelet  of  Isdustrlal  management,  partloularly  with  reapaot 
to  guarantees  of  anploymont,  utll.iEation  of  automated  and  other  new  labor-oaTlng 
machinery,  the  price  policy  of  monopoly,  and  the  utilization  of  the  Internal 
capital  resources  of  the  hig  corporations. 

The  labor  movement  here  has  done  some  probing  in  this  direction.    Reuther,  for 
example,  in  his  own  reforaist  fashion,  has  nibbled  at  some  of  these  probleoia  — 
as  with  the  guaranteed  annual  wage,  his  recent  proposal  for  price  cuts  on  oars, 
and  some  timid  proposals  on  labor  participation  in  Introduotion  of  automation, 
triiile  retreating  on  the  basio  demand  of  the  shoirter  workday*    We  hare  to  examine 
these  questions  carefully,  with  a  view  t»  seeing  if  we  can  develop  a  program 
that  goes  beyond  the  simpls  economic  demands,  and  presents  a  perspeotive  for  the 
trade  unions  that  will  tie  in  the  fight  fer  the  immediate  eoonomio  demands  with 
measures  aimed  at  controlling  the  opsration  of  monopoly  in  the  interests  of  labor 
and  the  people*    In  fact,  it  is  useless  to 'talk  about  labor  leading  an  anti- 
nonopoly  coalition,  unless  we  oon  shew  how  labor  through  its  own  approach  and 
methods  of  struggle  can  fight  for  measures  of  an  anti-monopoly  character. 

la  this  approach,  we  oan  find  a  real  meeting  ground  for  labor  and  the  other  astl- 
monopoly  sectors  of  the  people.    Labor  has  been  reluctant  to  take  up  leadership 
in  the  broader  fight  against  monopoly,  in  the  past  led  by  the  middle  classes 
and  the  farmers  through  the  so-oalled  trust-busting  campaigns.    But  monopolies 
have  found  numerous  ways,  especially  through  the  tax  system  and  prloe-fixing, 
to  take  back  from  the  people  much  more  than  they  are  forced  to  give  the  workers 
la  wage  increases  and  fringe  benefits.    As  a  result,  they  have  built  up  large 
capital  reserves,  v*ioh  are  the  accumulation  not  only  of  profits  frcan  the  direot 
exploitation  of  the  workers  in  the  enterprise  but  also  from  the  wholesale 
robbery  of  the  people  through  the  tax  privileges  they  enjoy  and  through  the 
pricing  mechanism.    If  labor  steps  into  this  picture,  with  the  demand  to  have 
something  to  say  about  the  utilisation  of  these  reserves  and  other  questions  of 
management,  it  will  be  able  most  effectively  to  forge  and  lead  a  broad  anti- 
monopoly  coalition,  including  the  farmers  and  the  middle  classes. 

We  may  also  learn  something  of  value  frcn  the  Italians  on  anti-monopoly  refom 
although  we  must  allow,  as  always,  for  dlf ferenoes  in  the  structure  of  monopoly 
in  the  two  countries. 

For  some  time  we  have  grappled  with  the  problem  of  the  kind  of  measures  that 
should  be  advocated  to  curb,  delimit  and  controj.  monopoly  power.    Today,  in 
terms  of  current  policy,  this  problem  is  uppermost  with  respeot  to  the  inflated 
price  situation,  for  example,  or  wholesale  bankruptcy  of  small  producers,  or 
repossession  of  installment  goods,  in  the  midst  of  the  econctnlo  crisis.  Soeie- 
thlag  new  is  demanded  in  the  way  of  anti-monopoly  actiop,  that  will  defend  the 
people  from  the  effects  of  the  economic  crisis.    Although  we  have  come  up  with 
some  elements  of  program,  we  have  not  solved  the  basic  problem  of  approach  to 
an  anti-monopoly  program  urtiich  will  be  econcmle  as  well  as  political,  and  whleh 
vAll  serve  as  a  basis  for  alliance  between  the  labor  movement  and  the  various 
middle  olass  sectors  threatened  by  monopoly.    A  special  study  and  discussion 
will  have  to  be  organised  on  these  questions. 

Bere  1  want  to  call  attention  to  two  elements  in  the  Italian  approach!    (1)  deno- 
oratic  controls  over  monopolios,  and  (2)  the  concept  of  "dismantling"  certain 
backn'ard  and  partloularly  pemlolous  aspects  of  the  monopoly  structure. 

We  all  know  how  government  controls  under  the  anti-trust  laws,  the  various  regu- 
latory agenoies,  and  governmont-owned  projects  like  the  atanio  energy  Industry, 
have  in  practice  redounded  to  the  benefit  of  the  monopolies  and  against  the 
interests  of  the  people.    We  also  know  that  the  idea  of  "dismantling"  monopolies 
1b  the  philosophy  underlying  the  anti-trust  laws,  and  was  even  tried  on  a  big 
scale  in  Germany  and  Japan  after  their  defeat  in  World  War  II.    But  despite  all 
the  "dismantling",  monopoly  power  has  grown  here  and  has  been  restored  in  West 
Germariy  and  in  Japan.    Also,  the  regulatory  agenoies  of  the  govertiaent,  whloh 
are  supposed  to  administer  utility  rates  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  have 
actually  followed  the  monopoly-dictated  policy  of  high  prlees,  granting  one  rate 
increase  after  another. 
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It  Is  obvious,  of  oouree,  that  as  long  as  those  controls  are  odmlnlsterad  by 
government  agencies  under  the  ocmpleto  control  of  monopoly  thoy  will  function 
exactly  in  the  nay  they  have  —  in  the  interests  of  monopoly  and  its  policy  of 
regimenting  the  entire  ooonany  to  servo  its  aims.    Are  we  therefore  to  ooaolude 
that  nothing  can  be  done,  as  long  as  oapitallan  exists,  to  protect  the  people 
from  -v^olesale  robbery  by  monopoly?    To  adopt  a  negative  viewpoint  on  this 
question  would  be  mistaken,  for  we  would  forego  the  interests  of  the  people  as 
oonsumors  as  well  as  wage- workers,  and  the  interests  of  the  very  broad  and 
extensive  middle  class  strata  on  the  land,  in  business,  industry  and  the  pro- 
fessions* 

The  merit  of  the  Italian  position  is  that  they  approach  the  problem  frcD  the 
ground  of  continuous  mass  struggle  to  impose  the  kind  of  reforms  on  the  state 
that  will  allow  for  democratic  controls  by  the  unions  and  other  anti-monopoly 
forces  over  the  operation  of  monopoly,  much  as  we  have  wen  labor  and  socl*l 
reforms  here  as  a  result  of  the  pressures  of  the  labor  and  popular  movements* 
Furthermore,  in  their  approach  they  keep  central  the  aim  of  defending  the  presa 
ent  and  future  interests  of  the  middle-class  sectors  —  their  interest  nosr  In 
the  fight  against  extinction  by  monopoly  and  their  interests  later  under 
sooialism*    This  is  the  indispensable  requirement  of  an  anti'^ionopoly  coalition 
for  us,  also*   We  must,  therefore,  explore  carefully  and  fully  the  kind  of  antl« 
monopoly  reforms  that  should  be  advocated  here  and  the  way  the  fight  for  then 
should  be  carried  out* 

The  question  is  raised  whether  the  "dismantling"  of  monopoly  is  in  the  long- 
range  interest  of  the  working  class  and  of  socialism.    We  knew  the  basio  Marxist 
distinction  between  the  sooialitation  of  produotlon,  which  is  a  positive  outcome 
of  highly  developed  capital  ism,  and  private  appropriation  of  the  values  arising 
from  the  capitalist  exploitation  of  labor.    But  it  Is  argued  that  the  dismantllitg 
of  monopoly  w>uld  lessen  the  soolallEatlon  of  labor,  without  malflng  ai^  signi- 
ficant change  in  the  process  of  private  aocianulatlon.    In  this  view,  the  doand 
-for  "dismantling"  is  considered  retrogressive.  In  the  historical  sense* 

I  would  like  to  suggest  for  critical  exploration  a  proposition  that  may  perhap* 
clarify  this  matter  and  also  help  crystallite  a  basic  approach  on  the  problem 
of  oontrolllng  monopoly* 

The  proposition  Involves  a  distinction  between  what  is  permanent  in  the  structure 
of  monopoly,  and  Tfhat  is  transitory.    In  other  words,  the  distinction  Is  between 
what  cannot  be  changed  in  the  present  system,  indeed  what  we  may  not  want  to 
change  keeping  socialism  in  mind,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  ■(rtiat  con  be  changed 
now  and  in  the  future.    What  is  permanent  is  the  great  concentration  of  produo- 
tion  together  with  its  advanced  technology       now  used  to  obtain  maximum  profit* 
for  monopoly,  but  y&iioh  eocialiam  would  take  over  and  utilixe  for  the  maximum 
benefit  of  the  people.    What  is  transitory  is  the  system  of  control  o^or  this 
vast  productive  plant,  leading  to  the  extrEmo  centraliiation  of  oconomlc  power 
In  a  few  peak  monopoly  groups.    Our  Marxist  studies  of  the  quostlon  have  very 
ably  shown  the  specific  form  of  peak  control  in  tho  Rockefeller,  Morgan,  du  Post 
and  other  financial  interest  groups.    But  we  still  have  to  draw  programmatic 
conclusions  from  this,  beyond  the  obvious  truth  that  it  will  be  changed  by 
sooialism* 

Now,  what  Is  transitory  in  the  long  run  of  history.  Is  also  subject  to  prellaw 
Inary  changes  in  advance*  It  is  not  a  question  of  breaking  up  the  vast  and 
Integrated  production  units,  as  big  as  they  may  be.  We  have  to  direct  attention 
to  the  apparatus  of  control  managed  by  the  big  groups  of  finance  capital,  which 
cuts  across  all  industrial,  financial  and  commercial  lines,  and  which  has  been 
erected  to  manage  huge  investments,  without  any  regard  to  their  actual  produc- 
tive functions.  It  is  in  this  area,  the  very  center  of  monopoly  control,  that 
the  process  of  "dismantling"  might  prove  both  possible  and  effective. 

In  suggesting  this  distinction,  I  do  not  want  to  lazily  that  the  Intricate  system 
of  monopoly  oontrol,  which  reaches  into  all  branches  of  the  economy  and  dominates 
goverzmtent,  is  scmething  extraneous  to  monopoly  oapltallam.    It  is  a  very  deci- 
sive part  of  the  monopoly  set-up,  the  way  of  oentrallring  w^Tlmim  profits,  and 
the  center  of  the  politioal  oligarchy.    Monopoly  will  very  tealously  defend  Its 
positions  in  this  sphere,    ftit  It  Is  also  the  moat  changeable,  the  most  sensitive. 
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the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the  structure  —  with  constantly  changing  inner 
relation  of  forces  as  the  result  of  the  competition  of  giants  and  changes  in  the 
eoonomio  relations,  here  and  abroad.    And  one  or  another  part  of  this  area  has 
always  been  the  target  of  the  popular  anti-trust  revolts  —  whether  the  bankers 
control  of  the  railroads  and  the  food-prooessing  industries,  or  more  recently 
monopoly  control  of  contracts  for  munitions  production.    Here  also  lies  the 
center  of  the  monopoly  price-fixing  mechanism, 

niis  should  be  studied  and  explored*    And  we  should  do  this  not  only  with  a  view 
to  a  program  for  an  anti-monopoly  transitional  government.    We  should  also 
elaborate  the  kind  of  demands  that  can  be  raised  in  the  present  situation  with 
the  purpose  of  developing  anti-monopoly  actions  euid  alliances. 


There  is  much  in  what  I  have  said,  especially  in  the  third  section,  that  is 
tentative  and  merely  suggestive  of  lines  of  inquiry  and  discussion.    As  you  oan 
very  well  see,  I  have  not  gone  into  many  other  complex  problems  that  arise  in 
the  process  of  preparing  a  basic  program,  but  these  must  be  handled  as  we  go 
along.    However,  with  respect  to  the  concepts  of  our  road  to  socialism,  peaceful 
transition,  and  transitional  government  I  have  tried  to  provide  an  orientation, 
upon  which  I  hope  we  can  all  agree,  as  a  base  from  which  wo  can  proceed  to  pre- 
pare a  program  for  our  road  to  socialism* 


IV.    APPRCACH  AND  FROCEDDHE 

Your  committee  exchanged  views  on  how  to  launch  the  work  of  systematic  proparei- 
tlon  of  program. 

First,  a  few  words  as  to  general  approach.    We  have  to  start  from  an  oxomination 
of  the  problems  of  the  present  phase  and  of  developments  and  trends  now  discern- 
ible.   Prom  an  examination  of  the  down-to-earth  questions  that  affect  the  workers 
and  the  people  as  a  whole  the  program  must  provide  a  lino  of  solution  leading  to 
Booiallsm,    The  socialist  solution  must  be  presented  as  a  projection  of  the 
Immediate  sti^ggles,  class  alliances  and  trends  in  their  development.    In  other 
words,  we  do  not  propose  to  imagine  what  a  Socialist  America  will  be  like  under 
whatever  conditions  may  prevail  at  that  time.    We  can  speak  only  of  the  poten- 
tials of  a  Socialist  ttaited  States,  and  devote  the  major  port  of  the  program  to 
the  question  of  how  we  ore  going  to  get  there, 

Seoond,  there  is  no  model  program  for  us  to  follow.    We  shall  letirn  what  we  oan 
from  the  programs  of  other  Communist  Parties,  from  how  they  handle  this  or  that 
question,  from  their  theoretical  treatment,  and  from  how  they  solve  problems 
similar  to  our  own.    But  the  program  will  have  to  be  distinctively  our  own  prod- 
uct.   The  work  of  preparing  a  program  is  therefore  to  be  seen  as  a  really  major 
task.    If  we  are  successful,  it  will  be  the  first  written  basic  program  for  this 
country  produced  by  any  Marxist  group  or  party.    Our  main  concern  has  to  be  to 
give  it  a  solid  base  and  framework  so  that  it  oan  be  of  more  than  passing  interest. 
It  must  become  an  important  instrument  for  raising  the  socialist  consciousness  of 
the  workers. 

Third,  a  draft  handed  down  by  a  committee,  without  the  broadest  consultation  and 
discussion,  would  be  ineffective  if  not  worthless.    The  Draft  Progran  has  to  be 
the  outccme  of  study  and  public  discussion  at  all  stages  of  preparation,  the 
outcome  of  an  expanding  wave  of  serious  discussion.    But  the  discussion  would  be 
in  danger  of  becoming  aimless  and  even  futile,  unless  it  is  directed  toward 
specific  programmatic  questions,  and  is  carried  out  in  on  organized  way. 

Accordingly,  we  favor  a  step-by  step  procedure,  along  the  following  lines i 

Im    The  posing  of  a  series  of  questions,  covering  the  entire  range  of  program, 
phrased  to  produce  programmatic  answers  and  placed  in  relation  to  oach  other 
In  provisional  programmatic  sequence.    This  would  amount  to  a  simple  outline, 
to  be  used  as  a  guide  for  the  organieation  of  special  study  and  research.  It 
is  proposed  to  group  the  program  question  more  or  loss  under  the  following 
h*>ndsi    (1)  The  unsolTOd  problfoifl  of  our  societyi  (g)  The  U.S.  world  position 
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and  tho  fight  for  p«aoei  (3)  End  want,  for  a  higher  standard  of  llrlngi 

(4)  Cultural-«eduoatlon,  maaa  occmunioationB  media,  8oience  and  tho  artst 

(5)  Tho  dofenee  and  oartenslon  of  detnooraoyi  (6)  Tho  fight  against  monopolyi 
(7)  Labor  and  its  alUe8--trade  union  raovmont,  Nogro  people,  farmers, 
middle  stratai  (8)  Political  action  and  the  anti-monopoly  coalition  govern- 
nont|  (9)  The  transition  to  socialism  and  tho  socialist  potential!  (1^)  Role 
of  the  Party*    In  the  wcrlclng  out  of  tho  draft,  the  order  may  be  changed 
considerably.    The  draft  program  quoBtiona  should  bo  ready  by  tho  end  of 
May  or  tho  first  week  in  June,    They  will  bo  submitted  to  members  of  th»  HC 
and  other  qualified  people  for  oonment,  suggestions  and  expression  of 
interest  in  working  on  a  spooified  phase, 

2*    On  the  basis  of  these  ooDwents  and  suggestions,  the  Program  Ccimnittee  is  to 
prepare  an  Analytic  Outline,  in  which  a  basic  approach  is  already  inoor* 
porated(  explicitly  or  implicitly,  whererer  possible^  while  controversial 
questions  are  raised  in  provisional  form.    It  is  hoped  to  have  this  ready 
about  Labor  Day  for  comment  and  public  discussion, 

S»  The  orgeinization  of  special  study  and  research  on  the  program  questions  !• 
to  begin  immediately.  Involving  existing  Party  oommiasions  (like  the  Hegro 
and  Economic),  specially  qualified  individuals,  and  all  those  able  to  con- 
tribute. While  the  Program  Committee  will  have  to  bear  a  special  responsi- 
bility, the  burden  of  this  work  should  not  be  restricted  to  the  Ccnmittee 
members,  nor  to  the  New  York  area.  Special  efforts  have  to  be  made  to 
involve  people  in  many  peirts  of  the  country, 

4*    As  material  of  substance  beoooieB  available  on  key  questions  of  the  program 
it  should  be  published  for  ocemient  and  dlacusslon.    It  is  proposed  to  set 
aside  a  speoial  section  of  Political  Affaire  for  this  purposof  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Program  Ccnmittee  or  a  suboonnnittee  designated  by  it, 

5,    The  Draft  Pro-am  Committee  should  consist  of  members  able  to  contribute  to 
tho  formulation  of  program  and  willing  to  take  special  rosponslblllty  for  Its 
preparation.    Its  function  is  to  prepare  a  draft  program,  for  submission  to 
the  National  Committee  which  has  the  rosponslblllty  for  passing  on  it,  and 
submitting  it  to  the  Forty  for  discussion  and  final  action  at  a  Party  Conveiv- 
tlon.    Tho  resident  members  of  the  Draft  Program  Cotmnittee  shall  meet  regu- 
larly, organlee  and  guide  the  work  of  preparation,  consult  with  the  non- 
resident mesfcers,  and  meet  together  with  thoo  whenever  poaslblo. 


ACTIOTJ  ON  THE  BEPCRT  BT  THE  HEC 


Decided  to  present  the  report  to  mecibers  of  the  HC  and  others  to  be  involTed 
In  program  preparation,  for  information  and  ocmoent.  The  question  of  publi- 
cation of  tho  report  was  left  to  the  Hesidont  R-ogram  Ccnmittee, 


4,    Designated  a  Draft  Program  Ccnmittee,  consisting  ofi 

Jim  Allen  Geno  Dennis  Jla  W, 

Herb  Aptheker  Betty  G,  Ifartla  C, 

^y  luner  George  Morris  N,  S» 

Jim  Jackson  Pat  Toohey  Al  KLchiiond 

A.  Bittelman  Claude  Ughtfoot  Pettis  Perry 

31  Gere on  Carl  Winter  Burt  Nelson 

Will  Welnatone  Charlene  Alexander 

(Please  address  all  ooomont  to  Draft  Program  Committee,  25  West  26th  Street, 

Bow  York  10,  H,  r,  ) 
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PRUSSION  EXHIBIT  NO.  3 


PRESS  co;iFi:r<EiicE 

OCT.  27th  &  28th,  1956 

FoUovnng  is  an  abridged  version  of  report  by  Al  Riohnond,  on  behalf  of 
State  Board  and  the  management  oonmitteei 


HISTORIC  BACKGROUiro 

ORIGIN:    Initial  suggestion  for  launohlng  daily  paper  on  Pacific  Coast  oamo 
from  national  committee  in  early  1937.    Proposal  vras  enthusiastioally  adopted  at  a 
California  conference.    National  committee  envisioned  ohain  of  three  daily  pdpors  - 
ir  Hew  York,  Chicago  and  California.  (Chicago  paper  was  launched  shortly  after  The 
Pe.ple's  Vforld,  but  gave  up  the  ghost  after  a  year's  publication.) 

SITUATION  IN  1937!    Conditions  were  favorable  for  launching  daily  because: 

1.  There  was  the  militant  upsurge  of  the  CIO  movement  in  California,  with 
Left-maritime  unions  in  the  van. 

2.  New  Deal  movement  in  California  w^s  nearing  its  high  tide  (resultinc  in 
election  of  Olson-Patterson  ticket  in  1938) 

3.  Party  had  great  prestige  and  influence  in  labor  movement  and  progressive 
political  currents. 


THE  e;lrly  days 

The  paper  enlisted  considerable  official  labor  support,  including  AFL  and 
CIO  unions. 

Quite  a  number  of  Hew  Deal  political  figures  -  some  quite  fr.r  from  the  Loft  - 
participated  in  various  activities  on  the  paper's  behalf. 

Paper  played  a  vital,  generally  recognized' role  in  such  mass  movements  as 
1938  elections,  last  stages  of  free-Itooney  fight,  strikes  and  organizing  drives. 

The  paper  objectively  achieved  a  united  front  character  because  a  united 
front  did  exist,  in  whioh  the  party  and  the  Left  generally  were  recognised  and 
active  oomponents. 

To  a  greater  or  lessor  extent,  depending  on  turns  in  the  political  situation, 
the  paper  retained  this  character  into  the  early  postwar  years. 


COLD  WiR 

vath  the  onset  of  the  cold  war  and  the  attendant  repressive  hysteria,  coupled 
with  our  ovm  sectarian  errors,  the  Party  became  increasingly  isolated,  ar.d  ao  did 
the  paper. 

Official  labor  support  declined  to  the  vanishing  point,  as  did  expressions 
of  support  frcm  progressive  political  figures.    The  united  front  character  of  the 
paper  diminished,  and  was  ultimately  destroyed  because  in  life  the  many  united 
front  relationships  of  the  party  and  the  Left  had  ceased  to  exist. 


The  State  Board  adopted  a  policy  of  a  determined  fight  to  Tnaintain  the  daily 
under  those  oiroumstanoes  beoausei 

1.  The  paper  remained  as  the  sole  oonsistent  medium  for  public  expression 
of  our  views. 

2.  The  paper  represented  a  principal  toehold  on  a  legal  status, 
er  enemy  attack,  would  have  grave 

4.  The  paper  afforded  a  chajinel  for  exercising  leadership  irhen  other  "norml" 
ohannels  woro  disrupted  or  clogged  because  of  the  system  of  leadership  established 

5.  At  the  onset  of  this  period  we  still  had  a  relatively  adequate  ciroulatiou 
base.  (In  October,  1950,  v^e  published  8,000  daily  papers  and  a  shade  less  than 
17,000  on  the  weekend.) 
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ka  a  negative  development  in  this  period»  the  pressures  resultini;  from  the 
faot  that  the  paper  increasinely  beoaine  a  primary  medium  for  oxorolsinr;  leadsrsliip 
in  the  narrow  inner  sense  tended  still  further  to  give  the  paper  the  more  pronounoed 
stamp  of  a  party  organ, 

Nonotheloos,  paper  played  oonsiderRble  role  in  such  nass  activity  as  v/as 
carried  on  by  the  Left  in  this  period  (fight  to  save  Wells;  petition  campaign  in 
coiineotion  with  UN  anniversary  meeting  and  peat-e  action  generallyj  fight  for  party'i 
legality^  most  notably  around  California  Smith  Act  oaces). 

The  paper  was  a  mBjor  factor  in  emergence  of  California  party  from  recent 
period  in  relatively  better  ohape  than  the  organization  oljoi.here. 


pyif.rv  CRISIS  /jid  effhcts  oh  paper 

At  the  beginning  of  1956  the  paper  was  in  a  fairly  preci'.rious  position. 

FIN-MfCES:    Becauce  of  the  deficits  accumulated  over  the  years,  the  paper's 
debts  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  1115,000, 

CIRCUUTIOUi  From  about  1954  on  the  paper's  losses  -vere  minimal,  and  it  vras 
possible  1,0  speak  of  t\  relatively  itabiiiiod  oirculabion  -  but  at  a  lov;  level. 

The  position  was  such  that  ary  appreciable  loss  in  financial  support  or 
circulation  activity  placed  the  axistenco  of  the  paper  as  a  daily  in  Jeor/trdy. 

Estimating  the  situation  in  Vay,  the  State  Board  deoided  to  launch  the  fund 
drive  v/ith  the  perspooUve  of  fighting  for  the  djilly,  but  ret^ognlilr.g  thdt  tliis 
peropoctive  might  not  be  ro&lized  in  vio»7  of  tlie  critical  situation  dsvoxoping 
^^dthin  tho  party,    Thq  atato  Board  persno-tive  cf  mainlaininr.  the  duily  was  related 
to  t-wo  factors  I    fulfillment  of  the  fund  Jrivo  approxinately  yn  schsdule,  and 
maintaining  circulation,    Suecoss  In  tho  fund  drive  viaa  regarded  not  only  as  an 
economic  quostion  (although  the  paper  desperately  needad  ev^ry  penny  sought)  but 
also  as  a  political  measure  of  the  entire  party's  oapaoity  and  readiness  to  fight 
for  the  paper. 

V.lth  the  dovelopnont  of  the  party  discussion,  some  very  sharp  oriti-iima  wore 
directed  at  the  paper-.    Tho  staff  sourht  to  encourage  Jibom  ;  lion  of  the  p-aer'S 
content  -  through  roadpra'  oonfcroncos,  questionnaires,  and  Inttors  in  -l''"  p-.por. 
At  tho  same  timo;  the  otrxff  liought  co  a3:;es3  tliis  oritJciaiLj  I'.nd  to  mak':  chan,333 
along  the  lines  that,  i^i  its  j-.idgo)..o.it,  ma  indicated  by  tne  bulk  of  tho  oritiolaB. 

In  staff  dinousci-.n,  ard  oon.-.ultatl on  with  the  ctrte  boird  a  generol  approaoh 
was  adoptr-i  for  striving  to  r.ike  of  tlie  papor  a  voice  of  the  Left  (going  beyond  the 

The  revamped  weekend  paper  was  undertaken  as  a  pilot  project  in  the  direction 
of  a  broader  character  and  a  more  popular  aiipoal. 


SITUATION  TODAY 

FIN/JICESi    Aa  of  the  end  of  Cotobor,  OTon  after  a  month's  ertoniion  of  tho 
fund  drive,  the  drive  was  still  some  $30,000  short  of  tho  JlSO.OOO  goal.     The  paper 
Has  faoed  with  an  accmulatod  indebtedness  of  8150,000  by  the  end  of  tho  year, 

CIRCUL,\TIOKi    Because  of  a  v^lrtuo.1  halt  in  circulation  activity,  the  papor'e 
combined  (daily  and  wsakendl  subscription  list  declined  by  14  percent  between  May  1 
and  Oct.  1.    Whilo  thc.-e  haa  always  been  a  dip  in  circulation  between  May,  the 
height  of  the  circulation  drivo,  and  October,  this  year's  decline  v^os  far  sharper. 
Lac':  year,  for  insLan.jo,  thj  deeline  was  7  percent  in  the  same  period.    Thus,  the 
rate  cf  decline  was  twice  as  great  this  yoe(r. 

POLITICAL  OlTTLCOK:   V/hatovor  the  long  ronire  perspective  for  tho  party,  and 
this  is  at  the  core  of  the  pre -convention  disoucsicn,  the  short  haul  -  tlie  next 
six  months  -  is  cloxidod  vdth  uncertainty,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  the  critical 
situation  ^-dthin  the  organizr.tion  vdll  bo  resolved  quickly. 

Against  this  background,  an  intense  discussion  has  developed  about  the  paper's 
future,  centered  on  tae  issue  of  whothor  it  can  continue  as  a  daily,  or  should  bo 
transformed  into  a  weekly. 


COMMUNIST  PARTY — NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  DISTRICT  2403 


TliE  THREE  raSIIIOltS 

Areuments  for  a  T/ee!clyi 

1.  Tho  movement,  civen  Its  present  numorioal  size  and  relative  isol-xtion, 
Just  oannot  oarr/  tho  burden  of  a  df.ily  paperj  cspeoic.lly  in  viev;  of  tin  "i.pcr's 
Bnall  oirorlation  anc'  r.iirrow  base.    If,  by  any  chance^  tiircufrh  a  a-por-huinan  offort, 
the  movement  did  I'eiliie  the  finances,  it  v/ould.  bo  only  at  tha  oxn.nso  oC  other 
activities  vfhioh  are  ensential  if  v/o  are  to  brenk  out  of  our  isolation. 

2.  V.'ith  our  relatively  meager  financial  resources,  wo  can  at  best  oust->ir 
the  manporrer  ar  i  teohriical  f(\<;iliti.03  for  putting;  out  a  poo.-  and  iradoc-J- !;o  daily. 

If  the  sai!io  rosjircos  v/era  pox;rod  into  a  ireekly,  we  oould  pur  out  a  par«r  o.  superior 
quality  -  politically  and  teolinically  -  that  oould  better  attract  end  retail,  r'jti'l--ro. 

This  is  a  positive  pornneotivo,  and  such  a  paper  oould  do  a  hotter  Job  of 
interpreting  and  analjiiinr;  e/onts,  of  treating  iosuoE  more  .-.killf  ully  and  t  .c.u(;ht- 
fully,  and  oould  bettor  meet  the  other  needs  of  its  roaders. 

V/ith  such  a  paper  we  oould  strive  for  a  radical  improvement  In  circulation. 
As  one  comrado  put  it,  it  is  preferable  to  have  one  paper  a  v;eok  that  reaches  five 
people  than  to  have  five  papers  a  vrook  that  reaoh  only  one  per-on, 

3.  In  the  immediate  future,  it  is  not  likely  that  thi  party,  as  an  indenondent 
force,  will  lead  mar.s  struggles  of  any  oonseqvonoes.    Therefore,  tho  need  for  a 
doily  as  on  independent  orrpnizing  and  mobilizing  instrument  is  greatly  diminiohed. 

Arguments  for  maintaining  the  daily j 

1.  Abandonment  of  tho  daily  now  ivould  have  the  most  adverse  effect  o:i  the  ' 
morale  of  the  party,  would  have  national  and  possibly  intern.- tlonal  reporouasiona, 
and  would  feed  the  liquldationict  ourrerts, 

Z,    A  daily  ne^V3pBper  assumes  a  fighting  oharaoter  in  relation  to  issues  as 
they  arise  that  oannot  be  im;-artod  to  a  weekly.    A  daily  maintains  a  day  to  diy 
oontaot  \iith  Its  readers,  possosces  greator  mobilizing  ability,  can  bo  more  floxiblo 
and  timoly  in  reacting  to  events,  and  is  more  effective  and  consistent  in  the  battle 
of  ideas. 

3,  The  present  period  Is  a  period  of  transition.   Wo  have  hung  on  for  l^i 
years  -  if  we  hang  on  for  six  more  months,  we'll  bo  over  tho  hump  and  a  strongthened, 
unified  and  more  effeoH-.ive  party  organization  rdll  be  ablo  to  carry  the  burden. 
Together  with  this,  thore  are  tho  improvements  in  the  objective  political  situation, 
and  the  increasing  posBibilltiea  for  re-establisfdng  old  united  front  rclaticnohips 
end  Inaugurating  new  ones, 

4.  A  daily  ties  in  vdth  the  perspective  in  the  draft  resol-.rtlon  for  a  party 
of  action,  which  io  best  sprved  by  a  daily  paper, 

Argvanonts  for  delaying  decision  until  oonvontlont 

1.  A  daily  ia  docirablej  the  real  issue  is  v/hether  it  is  feasible.    We  vdll 
be  better  able  to  gauge  the  feasibility  when  we  see  wliat  emerges  from  tho  convention. 

2.  Hore  time  is  required  to  explore  pos.-iblo  alternatives  before  so  fateful 
a.  decision  la  taken, 

3.  There  la  considerable  dlvergenoo  of  oplMon  on  tho  daily  vs.  wo«kly  Iscue, 
and  tho  period  of  pre-oonvention  diaoussion  might  serve  to  further  olarify  tho  Is-.uo, 
espeoially  as  it  will  be  oonoidored  in  relation  to  the  fvai'lai,:ental  Is-uo  of  what  sort 
of  party  and  movement  v.'ill  best  meet  the  needs  of  the  /imerioan  working  olas3  at  tliis 
time. 

STATE  BOARD  PI10P03AL3 

After  weighing  the  arfTjnents  above,  the  first  quostlon  that  faced  tho  board 
was  whether  it  should  or  should  not  ma>:o  a  rooonmendation.    The  majority  felt  it  was 
the  responsibility  of  the  board  to  present  its  opinions  to  tho  party  in  the  form  of 
recnmmordations,  fully  confident  that  the  party  corferonoe  would  v^eigh  those  opinions 
(and  all  others)  on  their  morito  and  v/ould    reach  ita  decision  on  the  basis  of  its 
independent  judgement. 

The  issue  then  bulled  down  to  -  should  wo  reoominend  postponement  of  any 
decision  until  the  convention,  or  should  we  ncnr  reooinmond  transformation  of  tho 
paper  into  a  weekly. 
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Generally,  evsryone  favored  waiting  until  the  convention  -  IF  it  oould  bo 
done.    The  rub  ia  that  for  every  month  wo  delay,  the  paper  goes  Into  the  hole  for 
$17,000,  as  against  about  J'J.OOO  for  a  weekly.    The  differonoe  in  tho  nonthly 
deficit  for  a  daily  or  a  weekly  in  the  next  period  ia  S8,000.    Diat  moano  about 
S24,000  if  wo  wait  until  January,  or  $40,000  if  we  wait  until  March, 

Tho  majority  did  not  soe  nihere  this  monoy  would  cone  from.    Tho  majority 
felt  that  t.rtracrdirary  aotir.n  would  be  requij.id  to  come  close  to  fulfillment  of  the 
fund  driver  lot  alono  r.iiae  .-.ny  adJod  ouohion. 

Tho  majority  of  tho  bo.^rd  present  (  6  for  and  1  abstolnincj  with  attending 
membore  of  the  iru.naKe.r.ui,  oor-.-ttec-  divided  3  lor  and  2  opposed)  dooidej  to  rocoooiend 
a  wooKly  nov,. 

The  majority  oi  Inion  -.v^a  that  in  viwv  of  the  failure  to  raako  tho  full  fund 
drive  quota,  the  drop  -.i  oirtulation,  the  ao ou? i.- lat o  i  debt,  and  the  oritioal  eltua« 
tion  within  the  party,  there  w-o  no  roaliatio  fx3  oernnlive. 

We  beliovod  Tro  Troro  faood  v/ith  a  choioo  botirjoon  an  orcuniied  retreat  now,  or 
the  dancer  of  a  rout  later. 

Spelled  out  the  reocrmendation  iraa  i 

1.  That  the  conforenoe  reoomend  goln'^  ovor  to  a  weekly, 

2.  That  this  recommondation  be  oub-aitKod  to  a  referendum  vote  vdthin  the 
party  for  a  throe  week  period.  Slmultanooualy ,  the  popor  would  conduct  a  ballot 
among  non-party  readers,  und  would  hold  consul (.ttive  sos:ilona  Tdth  reprucentutlvo 
groups  of  non-party  r.iadors. 

3.  If  tho  roforendum  approved  tho  reoommondotlon,  then  tho  state  board 
together  with  tho  managenont  oocmitteo  would  proceed  to  put  it  into  offoot. 

TVfO  other  reoonraondati  one  wore  approved  i 

1,  That  tho  oountios  continue  the  fund  drivo  until  complotlon  of  their 

quotes. 

2.  That  the  matter  of  movinp;  tho  paper  to  Los  /mgelos  be  left  open,  alnoe 
no  comnitment  has  been  secured  from  any  printer  to  print  tho  paper,  ond  no  spooiflo 
bids  as  to  coats  were  available  as  yet. 

COI'CLirjIOHC 

While  the  board  did  not  oeo  at  this  tlmo  tho  means  for  continuing  daily 
publications,  it  also  rooornitod  that  maintenaroo  of  a  wookly  would  croutly  t.uc  the 
party's  oner^l-oo  ur.d  reaonroee,  and  would  require  a  oonoistont  and  dotermlned  fight. 

The  board  believed  the  posolblUtlea  for  winning  suoh  a  flQht  wero  favorable 

because  i 

1.  The  vl20,000  ralaod  in  the  fund  drive  thu.i  far  represents  a  oonaldarablo 

achievement,  in  view  of  the  situation  within  tho  party,  and  demonstrates  that  tho 
base  for  a  >fandst  paper  is  proncnt  on  tho  Paoifio  Coast. 

2.  The  paper's  circulation  on  a  dally  basis  la  twice  tho  party  msmborchlp, 
and  on  the  weekend  ia  four  timeo  as  srerxt,  indicating  the  paper  retains  a  base  among 
non-party  persons,  a  base  that  oould  be  expanded. 

3.  The  revarapod  7/eokond  papet  represents  a  modest  break  through  in  the 
direction  of  the  sort  of  paper  needed,  and  the  response  to  it  Indlootoa  that  oontin- 
i:ing  changes  oould  generate  enthusiasm  for  buildinr,  circulation. 

We  believe  that  out  of  the  present  difficulties  and  profo'ird  upheaval,  a 
healthier  and  more  effective  party  v.lll  emorge,  and  a  Marriat  paper  is  indisponaablo 
if  suoh  e.  party  is  to  moke  its  full  contribution  to  the  furtheranoe  and  doveio[mont 
of  a  popular  anti-monopoly  coalition. 
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